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FOBEWDRD 


The  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Illinois  is  one  of  a  number  of 
bibliographies  of  historical  raterial  prepared  throughout  the  United  States 
by  workers  on  The  Historical  Records  Survey  Progran  of  the  Vfork  Projects 
Administration.   The  publication  herevrith  presented,  and  inventory  of  the 
archives  of  Rock  Island  County,  is  number  81  of  the  Illinois  series. 

The  Historical  Records  Sui-vey  Program  ■/.■as  undertaken  in  the  winter  of 
1935-36  for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  enployment  to  needy  unemployed 
historians,  lavyers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  v/orkers.   In 
carrying  out  this  objective,  the  project  v;as  organized  to  compile  inven- 
tories of  historical  materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  government 
documents  and  records  vAiich  are  basic  in  the  administration  of  local  govern- 
ment, and  ivhich  provide  invaluable  data  for  students  of  political,  economic, 
and  social  history.   The  archival  guide  herewith  presented  is  intended  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  day-to-day  administration  by  the  officials  of  the 
county,  and  also  the  needs  of  laisyers,  business  m.en,  and  other  citizens  v^tio 
require  facts  from  the  public  records  for  the  proper  conduct  of  their 
affairs.   The  volume  is  so  designed  that  it  can  be  used  by  the  historian  in 
his  research  in  'onprinted  sources  in  the  same  v.«.y  he  uses  the  library  card 
catalog  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  The  Historical  Records  Survey  Program 
attempt  to  do  more  than  give  merely  a  list  of  records  -  they  attempt  further 
to  sketch  in  the  historical  backgrcjind  of  the  county  or  other  ujiit  of  gcvern- 
m.ent,  and  to  describe  precisely  and  in  detail  the  organization  and  functions 
of  the  government  agencies  vihose  records  they  list.   The  county,  town,  and 
other  local  inventories  for  the  entire  country  will,  when  completed,  con- 
stitute an  encyclopedia  of  local  government  as  vrell  as  a  bibliography  of 
local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  vrork  of  The  Historical  Records  Survey 
Program,  even  in  a  single  county,  would  not  be  possible  without  the  support 
of  public  officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists,  and  many  other  groups 
in  the  community.   Their  cooperation  is  gratefully  acknov.dedged. 

The  Survey  Program  vras  organized  and  has  been  directed  by  Luther  H. 
Evans,  and  operates  as  a  nation-v;-ide  series  of  locally  sponsored  projects 
in  the  Division  of  Professional  and  Service  Projects,  of  vjhich  Florence 
Kerr,  Assistant  Commissioner,  is  in  charge. 


P.  C.  Harrington 
Commissioner 
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The  inventories  being  compiled  by  The  Historical  Records  Survey- 
Program  also  make  possible  for  the  first  time  a  scientific  study  of  the 
question  of  record  destruction.  Under  Illinois  law  no  records  may  be 
destroyed  without  specific  enabling  legislation.   This  provision,  to- 
gether with  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  quantity  of  records  in  recent 
years,  has  made  it  impossible  for  either  the  state  or  the  counties  to 
take  care  of  the  documents  adequately.  Hence,  a  certain  amount  of  rec- 
ord destruction  has  been  inevitable.   If,  as  seems  probable,  a  study  of 
these  inventories  should  lead  to  the  enactment  of  adequate  and  sensible 
legislation  governing  the  disposition  of  public  records,  these  compila- 
tions may  prove  to  be  the  most  important  contribution  of  the  Survey. 

Preliminary  work  on  the  survey  of  records  in  Rock  Island  County,  the 
eighty-first  county  on  the  alphabetically  arranged  list  of  the  one  hundred 
and  tvro  counties  in  Illinois,  was  begun  in  June,  1936,  and  finished  as  far 
as  possible  November  15,  1937.  Rechecking  was  begun  November  19,  1937,  and 
completed  March  16,  1938.  A  final  recheck  was  begun  January  3,  1939,  and 
completed  October  9.  Abstracting  and  transcribing  of  county  board  records 
was  started  in  July,  1938,  and  completed  February  27,  1939,   The  inventory 
was  taken  by  Lucille  Crouch,  Catherine  Johnson,  Edv\«.rd  Granquist,  William 
0.  Peak,  Cora  Littig,  Mary  Ballou,  and  Laura  Erickson  under  the  supervision 
of  V,  C.  Karcher;  rechecking,  abstracting,  and  transcribing  was  accomiplished 
under  the  direction  of  Kenneth  C.  Blood. 

The  Inventory  was  prepared  for  publication  by  the  state  editorial 
staff  of  The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  Project  at  Chicago,  under 
the  supervision  of  Herbert  R,  Rifkind.   Preparation  of  Part  B  of  the 
Inventory  v;as  under  the  direction  of  Martine  O'Connor;  Irving  E.  Barnett 
supervised  the  preparation  of  the  legal  essays;  the  historical  sketch  was 
written  under  the  supervision  of  Kathleen  Summitt;  and  the  format  was  pre- 
pared and  collated  by  Edward  J.  McDonough.   In  addition,  too  much  credit 
cannot  be  given  to  the  other  members  of  the  editorial,  research,  and  typing 
staffs  for  their  intelligent  and  diligent  cooperation  in  the  compilation 
of  this  Inventory. 

All  of  the  officers  of  Rock  Island  County  cooperated  in  every  possible 
way  with  the  workers,  and  grateful  aclaiowledgment  of  their  aid  is  hereby 
made.   I  also  wish  to  express  appreciation  for  the  assistance  rendered  by 
the  officials  of  the  Illinois  Work  Projects  Administration  and  the 
Illinois  Writers'  Project.   For  the  cover  design  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Illinois  Art  Project. 

The  various  units  of  the  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Illinois 
will  be  available  for  distribution  to  governmental  offices,  libraries, 
schools,  and  historical  societies  in  Illinois,  and  libraries  and  govern- 
mental agencies  in  other  states.  Requests  for  information  concerning 
particular  units  of  the  Inventory  should  be  addressed  to  the  State 
Supervisor. 


Royal  S.  Van  de  Woestyne        / 


State  Supervisor 
The  Illinois  Historical  Records 
December  15,  1939  Survey  Project 
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1.   HISTORICAL  SI'i;TCIi 

Introduction 

Location  and  Physical  Characteristics 

Rock  Island  County,  comprising  a  narraw,  roughly  triangular  strip 
of  about  423  square  miles,!  stretches  some  60  miles  along  the  east  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  River  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Illinois,  Rock 
River,  a  large  navigable  stream,  after  separating  Rock  Island  from  Henry 
County,  divides  the  former  into  north  and  south  sections  and  empties  in- 
to the  Mississippi  3  miles  belov/  the  city  of  Rock  Island.   Owing  to  the 
crookedness  of  the  tvfo   rivers,  v/hich  in  part  form  its  boundaries,  the 
county  has  a  highly  irregular  shape. 

The  topography  of  Rock  Island  County  varies  from  flat  prairie  land 
in  the  southern  part  to  undulating  and  rolling  prairie  in  the  north.  The 
low  alluvial  bottom  lands  give  way  to  bluffs  and  hills  which  follow  along 
the  shore  of  the  Mississippi  River  almost  through  the  whole  length  of  tlie 
county.   The  average  altitude  is  650  feet  above  sea  level, 2 

Limestone,  sandstone,  fine  potter's  clay,  and  rich  coal  veins  are 
found  throughout  the  county.  Rock  Island  abounds  with  Indian  mounds  in 
some  of  which  have  been  foiind  stone  and  copper  implements,  shells,  pearls, 
and  mica,  indicating  that  the  builders  of  the  mo'onds  either  migrated  from 
remote  and  different  parts  of  the  continent,  or  traded  with  widely  scat- 
tered tribes. 

The  soil  is  of  a  rich,  black  alluvium  viell   suited  for  diversified 
agriculture, 3  Besides  raising  good  crops  of  corn,  soybeans,  and  small 


1,  R,  S,  Smith  and  Others,  Rock  Island  Soils,  Soil  Report  Ko,  31  (Urbana: 
University  of  Illinois,  1925) ,  p,  1,  Hereafter  cited  as  Rock  Island 
Soils , 

2,  Ibid, ,  p.  5, 

3,  "Rock  Island  Co\inty  was  covered  by  the  Illinoisian  glaciation,  which 
partially  levelled  the  region  by  rubbing  down  the  hills  and  filling 
the  vallej'-s.  No  moraines  were  formed  in  this  county,  A  later  ice 
sheet,  laiovm  as  the  lov/a  glaciation,  probably  did  not  cover  any  por- 
tion of  Rock  Island  County,   It  played  an  important  role,  however,  in 
the  formation  of  the  soils  of  the  county  because  the  water  from  the 
melting  ice  carried  large  quantities  of  sediment  and  deposited  it  on 
the  extensive  bottom  lands  and  terraces.  Later  much  of  this  material 
in  the  form  of  fine  sand  and  silt  ve.  s  blown  on  to  the  upland.  This 
wind-blown  deposit  varies  from  5  to  40  feet  in  thiclmess  and  is  laiovm 
as  loess,"  ibid,,  p.  3, 
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grains,  the  soil  is  well  adapted  to  fruit  growing  and  gardening;  cattle 
raising  and  dairying  are  also  important  sources  of  income  for  the  farmer 
of  Rock  Island  County.   Practically  all  of  the  county  is  drained  by  the 
Mississippi  and  Rock  rivers;  in  the  southern  portion  are  two  secondary 
streams,  Copperas  and  Mill  creeks.   In  order  to  keep  down  the  excess 
water,  levees  have  heen  built  along  the  Mississippi,  and  pumping  stations 
established. 

Rock  Island  is  bounded  by  the  Mississippi  River  on  the  west,  White- 
side County  on  the  north  and  east,  Henry  County  on  the  south  and  east, 
and  by  Mercer  County  on  the  south. 

The  county  seat  is  the  important  industrial  city  of  Rock  Island, 
lying  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  185  miles  soiithwest  of  Chicago. 
Adjoining  Rock  Island  to  the  east  is  Moline,  another  important  manu- 
facturing center.   About  4  miles  east  of  Moline  and  7  miles  east  of  the 
city  of  Rock  Island  lies  East  Moline,  the  yo\ingest  of  the  three  cities. 
Across  the  Mississippi  and  opposite  the  city  of  Rock  Island  is  the  large 
industrial  city  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  intimately  connected  with  her  neigh- 
bors, historically  and  commercially.  Not  counting  the  human  factor, 
these  cities  owe  their  growth  and  development  to  the  Mississippi  which 
at  one  time  in  their  history  was  the  chief  traffic  bearer  between  north 
and  south,  and  from  east  to  west,  and  which  has  since  become  of  incalcu- 
lable value  as  an  inexhaustible  source  of  water  power,  and  to  their 
geographic  position  in  the  heart  of  one  of  the  richest  river  valleys  in 
the  world.   This  cluster  of  cities  is  popularly  referred  to  as  the  Tri- 
Cities,  and  since  the  development  of  their  youngest  neighbor.  East  Moline, 
as  the  Qjiad-Cities.  The  central  geographical  point  of  the  three  cities 
is  in  longitude  13  degrees  and  37  minutes  west  of  Washington,  and  in 
latitude  41  degrees  and  3C  minutes  north. -^ 

North  of  Rock  River,  overlooking  the  city  of  Rock  Island,  stands  a 
high  cliff  known  as  the  old  Black  Hawk  Watch  Tower  which  affords  a  wide 
view  of  the  surrounding  country. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  River,  between  Davenport,  Iowa,  and 
the  cities  of  Rock  Island  and  Moline,  lies  a  rocky  island  about  two  and 
a  half  miles  long  by  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  the  base  of  which  is 
a  vast  mass  of  the  Hamilton  limestone  frequently  found  in  this  section  of 
the  country.   This  is  the  historic  Rock  Island  on  which  at  one  time 
stood  Fort  Armstrong,  one  of  the  farthest  outposts  of  white  civilization 
in  the  West,  serving  the  important  purpose  of  symbolizing  to  the  red  men 


B.  F.  Tillinghast,  Three  Cities;  Moline,  Rock  Island,  and  Davenport 
(Davenport:  Egbert,  Fidlar,  Chambers,  1888),  p.  3p. 
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the  authority  of  the  United  States  government.  At  present  it  is  the  site 
of  the  Federal  arsenal  bearing  the  name  of  the  island.   Four  distinct,  yet 
closely  interrelated  physical  sind  political  units  owe  their  names  to  the 
rugged  contours  of  that  island:  the  island  itself,  the  Rock  Island  Arsenal, 
the  city  of  Rock  Island,  and  Rock  Island  County. 

Indian  Occupants  and  ITnite  Settlers 

The  region  which  "became  Rock  Island  County,  from  the  time  when  it 
was  an  unorganized  tract  in  northwestern  Illinois  and  for  a  period  after 
its  establishment  as  a  county  in  1851,  has  "been  the  scene  of  an  exciting 
act  in  the  American  drama  -  the  conflict  between  the  savage  occupants  of 
vast  uncultivated  lands  and  the  civilized  intruders  who  were  eager  to  use 
that  land  to  their  own  advantage.   Here,  the  irresistible  force  of  the 
American  colonists  met  the  easily  movable  body  of  Indian  inhabitants;  the 
result  was  a  conflict,  both  pathetic  and  brutal,  which  has  been  dignified 
by  the  name  of  "war."   For  future  generations  that  "war"  served  to  crystal- 
ize  among  other  things,  the  conduct  of  the  white  settlers  tov/ard  the  In- 
dians, the  irreconcilability  of  the  interests  and  traditions  of  the  two 
races,  and  the  Indian  policy  of  the  national  government  of  that  time. 

The  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  tribes,  from  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  occupied  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  between  the  mouths  of  the 
Wisconsin  and  Missouri  rivers. ^  Within  the  limits  of  that  section,  on 
the  north  bank  of  Rock  River  three  miles  above  its  mouth,  was  built  the 


ancient  Sac  village  called  Saukenuk,  Sac,  or  later.  Black  Hawk's  Village, 
one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  Indian  settlements  on  the  continent.   It 
was  populated  by  about  five  hundred  families  and  contained  the  principal 
cemetery  of  thi  tribe. "^  The  soil  was  fertile,  and  the  Indians  raised 
good  crops  of  corn,  pumpkins,  benjis,  and  squashes  on  a  cultivated  tract 
of  some  three  thousand  acres^  lying  north  of  thD  village  and  parallel 
rvith  the  Mississippi  River.  As  was  the  custom  of  the  Indians,  their  wom- 
en cultivated  the  crops  and  attended  to  the  domestic  duties  while  the 


2 


1.  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  ed.  Reuben  C-old  Th\7aites  (Madison: 
Democratic  Printing  Comnpjiy,  1892),  XII,  219. 

2.  Historical  Encyclopedia  of  Illinois  and  History  of  Rock  Island  County, 
ed.  Kewton  Batemi-'n,  Paul  Selby  njid  (Rock  IslcJid)  William  A.  Meese 
(Chicago:  Munsell  Publishing  Company,  1914),  I,  613.   Herjafter  re- 
ferred to  as  History  of  Roc!:  Island  County. 

3.  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XII,  219. 

4.  Ibid.   In  his  autobiography  Black  Har,'k  said  that  the  cultivo.ted  tract 
vras   eight  hundred  acres.  Autobiogrrxihy  of  Black  Hawk  and  A  G-oneral 
History  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  of  18o2,  Dictated  by  Hinself  to  Antoine 
LeClaire,  U.S.  Interpreter,  ed.  J.  B.  Paterson  (St.  Louis:  Continental 
Printing  Co.,  1882),  p.  57.  Hereafter  referred  to  as  Autobiography  of 
Black  Hawk. 
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men  hunted,  played  games,  and  occasionally  set  out  on  raiding  parties 
against  their  tribal  enemies. 

Makataimeshehiakiak,  or  Black  Hawk,  born  in  the  Sao  Village  in 
1767,  v;as  by  virtue  of  his  bravery  and  leadership  the  chief  of  the  Sacs 
and  the  leader  of  the  village.  He  was  Icnown  both  to  the  white  men 
and  his  own  tribesman  as  a  man  of  high  moral  character  and  uncommon  loy- 
alty to  his  people.  However,  it  was  force  of  circumstance  rather  than 
his  superior  ability  which  caused  him  to  become  the  chief  charccter  of 
a  drama,  a  national  celebrity  of  his  day,  and  an  outstanding  figure  in 
the  history  of  the  West.   The  chief  of  the  Fox  tribe,  closely  allied  to 
the  Sacs,  was  Keokuk,  an  orator  of  ability,  a  shrewd  man  who  knew  the 
value  .of  compromise  and  diplomatic  ways.  His  position  in  the  tribes  was 
that  of  oivil  chief  while  Black  Hawk  was  the  recognized  and  respected 
war  chief,  and  while  there  was  no  open  friction  between  the  two,  th-- re 
was  a  suggestion  of  suspicion  and  rivalry.  Black  Hawk  was  under  the  in- 
fluence of  British  agents  who  cultivated  in  him,  as  7fell  as  in  other 
Indian  leaders  of  that  time,  Keokuk  excepted,  a  spirit  of  hostility 
toward  the  Americans,   In  the  ITar  of  1812,  Black  Hawk  sided  with  the 
British,  and  his  followers  were  knovm  as  the  British  Band,   In  1814,  he 
and  his  band  attacked  three  barges  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Campbell  and 
manned  by  American  regulars  and  rangers  on  their  way  to  reinforce  Fort 
Shelby,  The  battle  was  fought  at  an  island  about  six  miles  cast  of  the 
present  city  of  Moline,  now  knovm  as  Campbell's  Island,  Later  in  the 
same  year,  in  another  engagement  recorded  as  Major  Taylor's  battle.  Black 
Hawk  and  the  British  defeated  an  American  force ,-'■  These  hostile  acts  were 
remembered  by  the  whites  when  in  later  years  the  chief  failed  to  make 
the  compromises  expected  of  him. 

The  entanglement  of  the  Rock  Island  region  in  the  Indian  situation 
began  with  the  treaty  of  1804,  negotiated  between  William  Henry  Harrison, 
then  governor  of  Indiana  Territory,  and  the  Sacs  and  Foxes.  The  ti^vo 
tribes" ceded  to  the  United  States  government,  in  return  for  an  annuity  of 
$1,000,  fifty  million  acres  of  land  comprising,  in  approximate  terms,  the 
eastern  third  of  the  present  state  of  Missouri  and  the  territory  situated 
between  the  Wisconsin  River  on  the  north,  the  Fox  River  of  Illinois  on 
the  east,  the  Illinois  on  the  southeast,  and  the  Mississippi  on  the  west- 
all  that  tract  which  later  became  Rock  Island  County  was  included  in  this 
territory,^   One  of  the  clauses  of  that  treaty  -  article  seven  -  became 
one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  conflict.  The  article  stipulated  that 
"as  long  as  the  lands  which  are  now  ceded  to  the  United  States  remain 
their  (government)  property,  the  Indians  belonging  to  the  said  tribes 
shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of  living  and  hunting  upon  them,"^   In  his 


1,  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  619, 

2,  Ibid,,  p,  618, 

3 •  Treaties  Between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Several 

Indian  Tribes  (Vfaa^ington,  1857),  p,  109,  as  quoted  in  "iTi  scons  in 
Historical  Collections,  XII,  218, 
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autobiography,  first  published  shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
and  during  the  lifetime  of  some  of  the  signers  of  that  treaty.  Black  Hawk 
claimed  that  he  did  not  knovj  that  the  treaty  included  his  village,  that 
he  himself  did  not  sign  the  treaty,  but  that  four  of  his  men,  sent  to 
St,  Louis  to  secure  the  release  of  a  tribesman  imprisoned  for  murder, 
had  affixed  their  signatures  while  under  the  influence  of  strong  drink, ^ 
His  position  in  this  argument  was  not  very  strong,  as  in  every  treaty  he 
signed  after  that  he  reaffirmed  the  integrity  of  the  treaty  of  1804, 
Black  Hawk  signed  the  treaties  of  St,  Louis  in  1816  and  1822,  and  at 
Prairie  du  Chien  in  1825,2  Qf  the  treaty  of  1816,  he  said,  "Here  for  the 
first  time,  I  touched  the  goose  quille  to  the  treaty,  not  knowing,  ho^vever, 
that  by  the  act  I  consented  to  give  away  my  village.  Had  that  been  ex- 
plained to  me  I  should  have  opposed  it  and  never  would  have  signed  their 
treaty,  as  my  recent  conduct  will  clearly  prove o""^ 

Black  Hawk's  earliest  contact  with  the  Americans  as  neighbors  came  in 
1816  when  a  force  of  United  States  regulars  under  Colonel  'Tilliam  Lawrence 
built  Fort  Armstrong  on  the  lower  point  of  Rock  Island,  in  advance  of  the 
tide  of  settlers  sweeping  westward,  Vfith  the  troops  came  George  Davenport 
as  contractor  for  the  commissary  department,  and  later  in  the  year,  15rs« 
Davenport  and  a  Mrs,  Lewis  reached  the  island.   In  1817,  Davenport  built 
a  log  cabin  and  storehouse  on  the  island  and  began  his  career  as  an  Indian 
trader;  later  he  was  joined  by  Russel  Farnham  who  became  his  partner  in 
the  fur  trade, ^  In  1826,  Farnham  built  a  house  on  the  mainland  known  in 
the  records  of  the  county  as  the  house  of  John  Barrel, ^  This  house  later 
became  the  first  courthouse  of  Rock  Island  County  and  formed  the  nucleus 
for  the  settlement  of  Farnhamsburg, 

The  accessibility  of  the  region  by  way  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
beauty  and  fertility  of  the  land,  attracted  a  few  hardy  settlers  in  spite 
of  the  known  hostility  of  the  Indians,  During  1828,  permanent  settlements 
within  the  present  confines  of  Rock  Island  County  were  made  by  Captain 
B,  W,  Clark,  I.Ir,  Haney,  Judge  Pence,  John  Kinney,  George  Harlan,  Corj:-ad 
Leek,  and  Archibald  Allen,  These  were  reinforced  the  following  year  by 
Judge  John  W,  Spencer,  Louden  Case,  Sr.  and  his  three  sons,  Rinnah  '.Yells 
and  his  four  sons,  Joseph  Danforth,  Michael  Bartlett,  George  and  Benjamin 
Goble,  Joel  V«'ells,  Sr,,  Levi  and  Huntington  77ells,  William  Brasher, 
Joshua  Vandruff  who  with  his  sons  settled  Vandruff 's  Island,  and  Benjamin 


1,  Autobiography  of  Black  Hawk,  p,  23, 

2,  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XII,  223, 

3,  Autobiography  of  Black  Hawk,  p,  56, 

4,  Past  and  Present  of  Rock  Island  County,  Illinois  (Chicago;  H,  F.  Kett 
&  Co.,  1877),  p,  118-21,  Hereafter  referred  to  as  Past  and  Present.. 

5,  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p,  2, 
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F.  Pike  who  was  chosen  the  first  sheriff  of  Rock  Island  County. ^  "ilost 
of  these  nanes  became  fanilar  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  and  during  the  forn- 
ative  years  of  the  county. 

On  October  19,  1329,  about  sixteen  months  before  the  act  establish- 
ing Sock  Island  Coimty  was  passed  by  the  legislature,  the  first  land  was- 
entered  in  that  region  by  George  Davenport,  Russel  Farnham,  and  William 
T.  Brashar.2  Davenport's  section  included  part  of  the  land  on  which 
stood  the  village  of  the  Indians,  their  graveyard,  sjid  Black  Hawk's 
dwelling."-'  The  other  settlers  in  the  neighborhood  were  squatters  on 
the  land;  until  they  could  construct  cabins  of  their  own,  some  of  them 
set  up  housekeeping  in  Indian  wigwams  in  the  village,  v/ithout  the  consent 
of  the  O'.mers.'^  Black  Hav/k  was  outraged  when  they  took  possession,  in 
disregard  of  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  1804,  of  part  of  the  village 
and  fields;  especially  was  he  incensed  at  the  desecration  of  the  burial 
grounds  of  the  ancestors  for  whom  the  Indians  had  a  sort  of  religious 
awe.   In  addition,  his  tribesmen  were  beaten  and  abused  by  the  whites 
whenever  they  ventured  to  protest.^  From  year  to  year  the  harassed  chief 
found  the  behavior  of  the  increasing  number  of  squatters  on  his  lands 
worse  than  before.   He  offered  to  the  settlers  other  lands  of  which  there 
was  an  abundance,  even  lead  mines  belonging  to  the  tribe,  but  the  settlers 
would  have  no  dealings  with  hira.^ 

In  addition  to  the  step  previously  taken  by  the  Federal  government 
to  nullify  legally  article  seven  of  the  treaty  of  1804  by  the  sale  of  a 
few  sections  of  the  Indian  lands,  the  state  legislature  took  a  further 
step  to  dispossess  the  Indians  by  an  act  approved  February  9,  1331,  ere- 


1.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  619. 

2.  Past  and  Present,  p.  118-21. 

3.  Autobiography  of  Black  Hawk,  p.  76.   Slack  Hawk's  conception  of 
what  constitutes  real  ownership  of  lajid  is  interesting:  "My  reason 
teaches  me  that  land  cannot  be  sold.   The  great  Spirit  gave  it  to 
his  children  to  live  upon  and  cultivate  as  far  as  necessary  for 
their  subsistence  and  as  long  as  they  occupied  ajid  cultivated  it 
they  have  the  right  to  the  soil,  but  if  they  voluntarily  Isave 

it,  then  any  other  people  have  a  right  to  settle  on  it.   llothing  can 
be  sold  but  such  things  as  can  be  carried  away."   Ibid.,  p.  72,73. 

4.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,, 636. 

5.  "Indian  cornfields  wore  fenced  in  by  the  intruders,  3qua.ws  and 
children  were  whipped  for  venturing  beyond  the  bounds  thus  set, 
lodges  were  burned  over  the  heads  of  the  occupants.   A  reign 
of  terror  ensued,  in  which  the  frequent  remonstraiiccs  of  Black 
Ha.wk  to  the  white  authorities  were  in  vain.  ...   It  is  sui-prising 
that  they  acted  so  poa.cefully  v;hilc  the  victims  of  such  harsh 
treatment."   Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XII,  222. 

6.  Ibid. 
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ating  Rock  Island  as  a  separate  county. 1  By  that  time  there  were  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  white  inhabitants  within  the  proposed  confines 
of  the  county,  although  a  good  many  more  settlers  were  ready  to  flock 
to  the  rich,  inviting  lands  when  the  obstacle  of  the  Indians  should  be 
removed. 2 

The  Black  Hawk  TJar 

Returning  from  a  hunt  in  the  Spring  of  1831,  Black  Hawk  and  his 
band  found  that  their  village  had  been  seized  by  the  whites,  their 
fields  taken  over,  and  their  cemetery  plowed  up. 3  He  sought  advice 
from  the  British  agent  in  Canada  and  from  some  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Potawatomies  and  Vfinnebagoes,  who  encouraged  him  to  resist.   He 
warned  the  whites  that  if  they  would  not  remove  themselves  he  would 
use  force. 4  On  April  30,  1831,  the  alarmed  settlers,  who  felt  that 
they  were  enduring  many  hardships  in  settling  the  land,  dispatched  a 
petition  to  Governor  Reynolds  setting  forth  their  grievances  and  dan- 
ger, and  asking  him  for  aid.   In  contrast  to  Black  Hawk's  proud  asser- 
tion in  his  autobiography  that  in  spite  of  provocation  there  vjas  not  a 
single  case  of  retaliation  or  even  resistance  by  his  people, 5  the 
petition  gave  evidence  of  the  Indians'  attempt  at  recrimination.   It 
read:  '^Te  the  undersigned  being  citizens  of  Rock  river  and  its  vicinity, 
beg  leave  to  state  to  your  honor  the  grievances  which  we  labor  under 
and  pray  your  protection  against  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  who  have  again 
taken  possession  of  our  lands  near  the  mouth  of  Rock  river  and  its 
vicinity.   They  have,  and  now  are,  burning  our  fences,  destroying  our 
crops  of  wheat  now  growing  by  turning  in  all  their  horses.  They  also 
threaten  our  lives  if  we  attempt  to  plant  corn,  and  say  they  will  cut 
it  up;  that  we  have  stolen  their  lands  from  them,  and  they  are  deter- 
mined to  exterminate  us,  provided  we  don't  leave  the  country.   Your 
honor,  no  doubt,  is  aware  of  the  outrages  that  were  committed  by  said 
Indians  heretofore.  Particularly  last  fall  they  almost  destroyed  all 
our  crops,  and  made  several  attempts  at  the  owners'  lives  when  they 
attempted  to  prevent  their  depredations,  and  actually  wounded  one  man 
by  stabbing  him  in  several  places.   This  spring  they  act  in  a  much  more 
outrageous  and  menacing  manner  so  that  we  consider  ourselves  compelled 
to  beg  protection  of  you,  v/hich  the  agent  and  garrison  on  Rock  Island 
refuse  to  give,  in-as-much  as  they  say  they  have  no  orders  from  the 
government;  therefore,  should  we  not  receive  adequate  aid  from  your 
honor,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  abandon  our  settlement,  and  the  lands 
we  have  purchased  of  the  government.   Therefore  we  have  no  doubt  your 


1.  L.1831,  p.  52. 

2.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  619. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XII, 

5.  Autobiography  of  Black  Hawk,  p.  74. 
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honor  will  hetter  anticipate  our  condition  than  it  is  represented,  and 
grant  us  immediate  relief  in  the  manner  that  to  you  may  seem  most  likely 
to  produce  the  desired  effect.   The  number  of  Indians  now  amoni=^  us  is 
ahout  600  or  700  hundred.   They  say  there  are  some  coming  and  then  the 
Pottowattomies  aJid  some  of  the  Winnehagoes  will  help  them  in  case  of  an 
eruption  with  the  whites.   The  warriors  now  here  are  the  Black  Hawk's 
party,  with  other  chiefs,  the  names  of  whom  vre   are  not  acquainted  v/ith." 

The  petition  was  signed  by  John  Wells,  B.  F.  Pike,  H.  McNeill, 
Albert  Wells,  Griffith  Ausbury,  Thomas  Gardner,  J.  Vandruff,  S.  Vaji- 
druff,  Huntington  Wells,  John  L.  Bain,  Horace  Cook,  David  3.  Hail,  John 
Barrel,  William  Henry,  Erastus  Kent,  Levi  Wells,  Joel  Wells,  Michael 
Bartlett,  Thomas  Davis,  Thomas  Lovitt,  Tfilliam  Heans,  Charles  French,  M. 
S.  Hulls,  Eli  Wells,  Aspah  Wells,  G.  V.  Miller,  Edward  Burner,  Joel 
Thompson,  Joseph  Danforth,  Samuel  Wells,  Joel  Wells,  Jr.,  William 
Brasher,  J.  W.  Spencer,  Jonah  H.  Case,  Benjamin  Goble,  and  Gentry  McCall.-^ 

The  Governor  did  not  respond  immediately  to  the  petition  and  on  Hay 
19,  1831,  a.  second  petition  signed  by  practically  the  same  people,  along 
v/ith  several  affidavits,  was  carried  to  him  by  Benjamin  F.  Pike.   This 
time  the  Governor  was  impressed  with  the  danger  and  issued  a  call  for 
seven  hundred  volunteers  of  mounted  militia  to  move  the  Indians  west  of 
the  Mississippi  River.   He  also  sent  word  to  General  Cla.rke  at  St.  Louis 
asking  him  for  the  cooperation  of  the  regular  forces.   The  settlers  of 
Rock  Island  formed  themselves  into  a  company  named  the  Reck  River  Rangers, 
numbering  fifty-eight  men,  and  officered  by  Benjamin  F.  Pike  as  captain, 
John  W.  Spencer,  first  lieutenajit,  and  Griffith  Ausbury  as  second  lieu- 
tenant.'^ 

Although  it  was  the  busy  farming  season,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
volunteers  from  all  over  the  state  responded  to  the  Governor's  call. 
Joseph  Duncan  v,'as  appointed  by  the  Governor  as  brigadier  general  ajad 
Samuel  Whiteside  as  major.   They  left  for  Rock  Island  County  on  June  15, 
1831,  and  encamped  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  Andalusia.   The  ten  com- 
panies of  regulars  -under  General  Edmund  P.  Gaines  were  camped  on  the  site 
of  the  City  of  Rock  Island.^  The  Indians  prudently  Avithdrew  to  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  on  the  thirtieth  of  June  signed  a  treaty 
VTith  General  Gaines  and  Governor  Reynolds  never  to  return  to  the  east 
side  of  the  river  without  permission  of  the  United  States  government.'* 

Betv;een  that  period  and  the  early  spring  of  the  following  year 
Black  Hawk  kept  up  conversations  through  Neapope,  the  second  in  com- 
mand of  the  Sacs,  with  the  British  agents  and  the  chiefs  of  some 


1.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  620. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  Ibid.,  I,  621;  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XII,  226. 

4.  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XII,  226. 


-  9  - 
Historical  Sketch 


of  the  trihes  who  encouraged  him  with  promises  of  help  to  regain  his 
village.   Accordingly,  on  the  sixth  of  April,  1832,  with  about  five  hun- 
dred braves,  their  women,  children,  and  all  their  belongings,  he  re- 
crossed  the  Mississippi  at  the  Yellow  Banks  below  the  mouth  of  Rock  Riv- 
er. He  sent  messengers  to  the  Potawatomies  asking  them  to  meet  him  in 
a  council  of  war.   The  majority  of  the  Potawatomies  under  the  leader- 
ship of  one  of  their  abler  chiefs,  Shaubena,  decided  to  pursue  a  course 
of  neutrality,  but  a  n\imber  of  hotheads  under  Chief  Big  Foot  and  the  de- 
spised half-breed  British  agent  Mike  Girty  were  for  taking  the  vfarpath.^ 

Governor  Reynolds  issued  once  more  a  proclamation  calling  for 
mounted  voliinteers,  General  Atkinson's  company  of  regulars,  stationed  at 
the  time  at  Fort  Armstrong,  not  being  sufficiently  strong  to  meet  the 
emergency.   Among  the  volunteers  was  Abraham  Lincoln  who  ¥;as  a  captain 
in  a  company  of  -the  Fourth  Regiment.   Jefferson  Davis,  later  president 
of  the  Confederacy,  was  a  lieutenant  in  a  company  of  regulars  stationed 
at  Fort  Crawford.   The  entire  force  of  volunteers  consisting  of  sixteen 
hundred  men,  almost  all  mounted,  were  placed  under  the  charge  of  Briga- 
dier General  Samuel  Whiteside  with  the  Governor  as  major  general,  and 
sworn  into  the  United  States  service  by  General  Atkinson  at  Fort  Arm- 
strong on  the  seventh  of  May. 2  A  company  of  Rock  Island  settlers  was 
formed  and  assigned  to  frontier  duty  in  a  battalion  of  mounted  men  com- 
manded by  Major  Samuel  Bogart.   This  company  was  mustered  out  along 
with  all  volunteers  at  Macomb,  Illinois,  September  4,  1832.   Another  com- 
pany, comprised  of  settlers  from  Rock  Island  and  adjacent  counties  and 
officered  by  Captain  Seth  Pratt  did  garrison  duty  at  Fort  Armstrong 
from  April  21  to  June  30,  1832,  when  it  was  mustered  out.   George  Da.ven- 
port  who  acted  as  a  quartermaster,  was  advanced  by  Governor  Reynolds  to 
the  rank  of  colonel,  by  which  title  he  was  known  the  remainder  of  his 
life. 3 

The  pursuit  of  Black  Hawk,  beginning  the  Black  Hawk  War,  had  become 
by  this  time  a  national  sensation.   The  chief  actor  himself  later  claim- 
ed that  he  had  no  intention  of  starting  hostilities.  He  made  several  at- 
tempts to  bring  the  quarrel  to  a  peaceful  conclusion,  but  owing  to  a  mis- 
understanding of  his  intentions  nothing  came  of  it."*  The  settlers  of 

Rock  Island;  although  their  county  had  been  legally  created  fifteen 
months  previously,  were  unable  to  perfect  its  organization  because  of 
the  constajit  threat  of  the  savages.   The  inhabitants  of  the  state  gen- 
erally felt  that  the  Black  Hawk  issue  had  to  be  settled  with  some  final- 
ity.  The  fact  that  many  prospective  settlers  were  kept  from  the  north- 
western part  of  the  state  through  fear  of  the  Indians  was  pji  additional 


1.  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XII,  230,231. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  233,234. 

3.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  623. 

4.  Ibid.;  Autobiography  of  Black  Hawk,  p.  96,101. 
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potent  reason  for  bringing  the  matter  to  a  conclusion.   The  chase  lasted 
from  L!ay  9  to  August  2,  1832,  when  the  main  body  of  the  tribe  was  en- 
countered on  the  Mississippi  at  the  nouth  of  Bad  Axe  River  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  Wisconsin.   There  the  famous  battle  of  Bad  Axe  was  fought, 
resulting  in  the  almost  complete  annihilation  of  the  Sac  tribe.   Out  of 
a  band  of  ten  hundred,  including  women  and  children,  who  had  crossed  the 
Mississippi  at  the  Yellow  Banks  three  months  previously,  only  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  survived.   The  American  forces  under  General  Atkinson 
n\imbered  about  forty  hundred,  including  Colonel  Henry  Dodge's  Jlichigan 
(now  Vfisconsin)  Rangers.   The  white  losses  were  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dead  from  cholera  v;hich  was  raging  at  the  time,  and  the  same  num- 
ber killed  in  action,  including  settlers  killed  and  massacred.  The 
financial  cost  to  the  nation  and  the  state  of  Illinois  amounted  to  about 
two  millions  of  dollars. ^ 

On  August  27,  Black  Hav*:  and  V.Tiite  Cloud,  a  T/innebago  chief  known 
as  the  Prophet,  and  the  guiltiest  in  misleading  Black  Hawk,  were  cap- 
tured by  two  Yi'innebago  braves  and  delivered  to  the  authorities  .2  On 
September  21,  1832,  a  treaty  of  peace  v;as  signed  i%'ith  the  tribe  at  Fort 
Armstrong;  Black  Hawk,  the  Prophet,  and  Keapope  v:ere  kept  as  hostages 
for  the  good  behavior  of  the  rest  of  the  band.   For  a  time  the  chief  vms 
kept  prisoner  in  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri;  later,  to  impress  him  with 
the  power  of  the  v;hites,  he  v.'as  talien  through  the  principal  cities  of  the 
East  where  his  proud  demeanor  and  noble  composure  in  the  face  of  his  bit- 
ter defeat,  won  him  universal  acclaim.  He  was  returned  to  Fort  Armstrong 
where  the  military  authorities  put  him  under  the  guardianship  of  his  ri- 
val, Keokuk. 3  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  71,  he  passed  away  at  his  home  in 
Davis  County,  lowa.'^ 

After  his  death,  and  the  paoification  of  other  tribes  consequent  to 
the  outcome  of  the  v;ar,  the  high  qualities  of  the  Sac  chief  began  to  be 
recognized  in  many  ways.  No  one  could  deny  that  he  had  been  a  brave 
fighter  and  an  able  strategist  in  battle,  or  that  he  had  been  completely 
loyal  to  his  people.  His  name  has  been  perpetuated  by  the  Black  Hawk 
State  Park  in  Rock  Island  County,  situated  on  the  site  of  his  old  \lllage, 
and  by  a  forty-eight  foot  statue  which  stands  about  five  miles  north  of 
Oregon,  in  Ogle  County,  Illinois.   The  statue  is  the  work  of  Lorado  Taft 
emd  is  not  a  likeness  of  the  old  chief,  but  an  idealized  conception  of 
the  aborigines  v/ho  once  v;ere  lords  of  the  land. 5 


1.  Vfisconsin  Historical  Collections,   XII,    259,260. 

2.  Ibid.,   p.   261,262.      In  his  Autobiography,   Black  Hawk   said  that  he, 
with  several  Winnebagoes,   went  to  Prairie   du  Chien  and  gave  himself 
up  voluntarily,   p.    111. 

3.  Vfisconsin  Historical  Collections,   XII,    261,262. 

4.  Ibid. 

5.  Illinois  Blue   Book,    1935,1936,    ed.    Edward   J.    Hughes,    Secretary  of 
State,   p.   420. 
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Civil  and  Political  Development 

Organization  of  the  County 

After  the  defeat  of  the  Indians  and  their  removal  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  country  around  Rock  River  hecarae  the  scene  of  rapid 
settlement.  The  war  had  directed  national  attention  to  the  resources  of 
the  Northwest.   Publicitj'-  through  newspapers  ."Hid  pamphlets  incidental  to 
the  v/ar,  descrihing  the  cotintry  and  e.rtolling  its  heauty  and  desiralDility, 
resulted  in  a  tremendous  influx  of  immigrants,  especially  from  the  north- 
eastern states. 1  During  1836  and  1837,  nine  new  counties  were  created  by 
the  state  legislature  in  the  northern  part  of  Illinois. ^ 

Previous  to  the  establisliJiient  of  Rock  Island  as  a  separate  county 
in  1831,  that  territory  was  attached  for  judicial  purposes  to  Jo  Daviess 
Coimty^  which  at  that  time  had  jurisdiction  over  a  large,  sparsely  popu- 
lated section  of  Illinois,  with  Galena  as  the  principal  town.   Because 
of  the  intervening  Indian  situation,  Rock  Island  rem.ained  attached  to 
Jo  Daviess  until  the  first  election  of  county  officers  on  July  5,  1335. "* 

The  enabling  act  of  1831  gave  the  boundaries  of  Rock  Island  as  follows: 
"beginning  at  a  point  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  where  the  north  line  of  township  fifteen  north  of  the  military  bounty 
tract  intersects  the  same;  thence  east  with  the  said  line  to  the  fourth 
principal  meridian;  thence  north  vdth  said  meridian  to  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  Rock  river;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  Rock 
river  with  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  confluence  of  Marais  d'ogec  slough, 
or  creek,  with  said  river;  thence  along  the  middle  of  the  said  Marais  d'ogee 
slough,  or  creek,  to  the  Mississippi  river  and  to  a  point  in  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  thereof,  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning. "^  This  boundary  of 
Rock  Island  remains  to  the  present,  although  in  1354  in  "An  Act  to  perfect 
the  line  between  Rock  Island  and  Wliiteside  Counties,"  some  slight  change  in 
the  boundary  contiguous  to  Tfliiteside  was  made; 6  the  original  line,  however, 
was  restored  by  a  legislative  act  of  March  29,  1869,  repealing  the  act  of ' 
1854."^ 


1.  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XII,  362. 

2.  Counties  of  Illinois,  Their  Origin  and  Evolution,  ed.  Edward  J. 
Hughes, Secretary  of  State  (printed  by  authority  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  1934),  p.  15.   Hereafter  referred  to  as  _Comvy^es_of_Jll_i- 
nois. 

3.  Past  and  Present,  p.  125,126. 

4.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p.  1,9. 

5.  L.1831,  p.  52. 

6.  L.1854,  p.  161. 

7.  L.1869,  p.  161. 
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On  March  1,  1833,  the  legislature  passed  and  approved  another  act  for 
the  organization  of  the  county. 1  The  act  named  three  conmissioners  for 
the  county  who  were  to  locate  a  permanent  seat  of  justice  to  he  called 
Stephenson  in  commemoration  of  Colonel  Benjamin  Stephenson,  and  provided 
for  the  election  of  county  commissioners,  a  sheriff,  three  justices  of  the 
peace,  three  constables,  and  a  coroner.'^  The  election  was  held  on  July  5, 
1833,  in  the  house  of  John  Barrel  in  Farnhamsburg,  which  occupied  the  site 
of  the  present  city  of  Rock  Island. 3  The  judges  in  this  election  were 
Joseph  Danforth,  Joel  V^e lis,  Sr.,  and 'iVilliam  H.  Sims.  The  total  of  votes 
cast  was  sixty-five,  and  the  officers  elected  were  George  Vf.  Harlan,  John 
W.  Spencer,  and  Colonel  George  Davenport,  county  commissioners;  Benjamin 
F.  Pike,  sheriff;  Levi  V.'ells,  coroner;  George  V.'.  Harlan,  J.  B.  Patterson, 
and  Joel  Wells,  Jr.,  justices  of  the  peace;  George  V.  Miller,  Huntington 
^Yells,  and  Edward  Corbin,  constables.^ 

On  the  eighth  of  July,  1833,  the  county  commissioners  met  at  a 
special  term  at  which  they  fixed  the  house  of  John  Barrel  in  Farnhams- 
burg as  the  temporary  seat  of  justice  for  holding  the  circuit  and  county 
commissioners'  courts  and  for  elections.   Joseph  Conway  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  court,  and  Joel  VTells,  Sr.,  treasurer;  their  bonds  v/ere 
$1,000  and  $500  respectively. 5  The  court  levied  a  tax  of  one-half  per- 
cent on  the  following  property;  "on  tovm  lots,  if  such  lots  be  not  taxed 
by  the  trustees  of  such  tovm,  on  slaves  and  indentured  or  registered 
negro  or  mulatto  servants,  on  pleasure  carriages,  on  distilleries,  on 
all  horses,  mares,  mules,  asses  and  neat  cattle,  above  three  years  of 
age,  and  on  v/atches  -vN-ith  their  appendages  and  on  household  furniture,  on 
clocks,  on  all  v.-agons  and  carts,  and  also  on  all  sheepi"^  A  license  to 
keep  a  tavern  was  granted  to  Jonah  K.  Case  at  a  tax  of  $5.00  per  year 
with  a  requirement  that  he  post  a  bond.  The  rates  he  was  permitted  to 
charge  as  established  by  the  court  were,  for  each  gallon  of  corn  or  oats, 
12-2  cents;  for  a  meal,  Z7-Q   cents;  for  lodging,  25  cents;  for  a  half  pint 
of  brandy  or  gin,  50  cents;  for  half  pint  of  whiskey,  12-g-  cents;  for  a 
quart  of  cider,  porter,  or  ale,  25  cents;  for  horse  feed  day  and  night, 
75  cents, ' 

On  August  29,  the  court  met  at  another  special  term  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  appointing  Ti'illiam  Brazer,  or  Brashar  -  both  spellings  are 
given  in  the  record  -  and  'A'illiam  Carr  as  commissioners  to  select  school 
lands  for  the  fractional  townships. 8 


1.  L.1835,  p.  17. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  17,18. 

3.  History  of  P.ock  Island  County,  I,  657, 

4.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p.  3, 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  4,5. 

6.  Ibid,,  p.  3. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  4. 

8.  Ibid,,  p.  5. 
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At  the  terra  of  coiirt  in  September  a  license  was  granted  to  Thomas 
F.  Reid  to  sell  merchandise  in  the  county;  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
the  co\anty  for  a  road  from  Farnhamsburg  to  Monmouth  in  Warren  County 
was  accepted,  and  viewers  for  the  road  were  appointed  by  the  court;  the 
sheriff  was  ordered  to  dispose  of  strays  found  within  the  county;  Joseph 
Conway  was  allo',ved  $6.50  for  furnishing  three  order  books  for  the  use 
of  county  officers,  and  the  commissioners  allowed  themselves  $1.50  per 
day  for  their  services. •'■  On  December  2,  1833,  Benjamin  F.  Fike,  the 
sheriff  of  Rock  Island  County,  appeared  in  court  and  made  settlement 
for  taxes  collected  in  the  sum  of  $53.72z.   Joel  Wells,  the  assessor 
and  treasurer,  rendered  his  account  for  $34,  of  which,  $15  was  for 
licenses  paid  to  him,  and  $19  for  fines. ^ 

Continuing  the  task  of  organizing  and  administering  the  affairs 
of  the  new  county,  the  county  commissioners  at  the  March,  1834  term, 
granted  a  license  to  G-eorge  Davenport  and  Joshua  Vandruff  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  Rock  River  "opposite  to  v.here  Joshua  Vandruff  lives." 
The  rates  for  ferriage  were  established  by  the  court. *^  A  license  for 
another  ferrj'  across  Rock  River  was  issued  to  Rinnan  Wells,  and  Jeorge 
Davenport  obtained  a  license  for  a  ferry  across  the  slough  opposite  Rock 
Island.^  The  court  ordered  the  sheriff  to  stunmon  a  gr.pjad  jury,  and  divided 
the  county  into  two  road  districts,  one  named  Maraidosee,  and  the  other, 
the  Rock  River  district.^ 

On  March  4,  1834,  the  court  accepted  a  petition  from  many  inhabitants 
of  the  covmty  asking  that  a  post  office  be  established  in  the  county  seat. 
They  showed,  in  the  petition  that  the  existing  post  office  on  Rock  Island 
was  troublesome  and  expensive  to  reach.  The  court,  thereupon,  ordered  a 
request  dispatched  to  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  to  estab- 
lish a  post  office  at  Rock  Island  courthouse  and  recommended  Joseph  Conway 
as  a  fit  person  for  postmaster. ° 

At  the  next  term,  convened  on  June  2,  the  court  divided  the  county 
into  two  election  precincts  to  be  called  the  Upper  and  Lower  precincts 
and  npjned  three  election  judges  for  each."^  The  name  of  the  Lower  was 
changed  to  Rock  River  in  1835,  and  a  third  precinct,  named  West,  was 
established." 


1. 

County  Commissioners' 
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Ibid.,  p.  11,12. 
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A,  p.  7-10. 
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Selection  of  Permanent  Country  Seat 


For  some  unexplained  reason  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  legis- 
lature in  the  act  of  1833  to  select  a  permanent  county  seat  for  Rock  Island 
failed  to  do  so,  and  the  courts  continued  to  sit  in  the  temporary  seat  of 
justice,  the  house  of  John  Barrel  in  Farnhamsburg,  without  plans  for  county 
buildings.   On  February  12,  1835,  the  legislature  once  more  approved  an  act 
appointing  commissioners  to  select  a  site  for  the  permanent  county  seat.l 
The  commissioners  were  lYilliam  Bennett  of  Jo  Daviess  County,  Peter  Butler 
of  Warren  County,  and  John  G.  Sanburn  of  Knox  County,   On  June  8,  1835, 
the  commissioners  reported  to  the  county  commissioners'  court  that  they 
had  selected  the  northwest  fractional  quarter  of  section  thirty-five  in 
township  eighteen  north  of  range  two  west  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian 
as  the  permanent  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Rock  Island, ^ 

In  accordance  with  a  provision  in  the  act  the  site  was  named  Stephen- 
son,  It  was  situated  on  public  land  next  to  Farnhamsburg;  the  two  towns 
were  later  to  become  the  city  of  Rock  Island,   The  court  appointed  Charles 
R,  Bennett  to  survey  the  to"iVn  of  Stephenson  and  ordered  the  insertion  of 
notices  in  the  St,  Louis  Republican,  Alton  Spectator,  Northwestern  Gazetts , 
and  Galena  Advertiser  of  a  sale  of  town  lots  to  take  place  on  July  11,'^ 
The  county  purchased  from  the  government  for  the  site  of  public  buildings 
the  northwest  fractional  quarter  of  section  thirty-five,  township  eighteen, 
range  two  westj^  the  plat  of  the  town  of  Stephenson,  certified  by  Charles 
R,  Bennett,  was  recorded  on  July  10,  1835,^  On  October  20,  1835,  the  court 
decreed  that  thereafter  the  circuit  and  commissioners'  courts  be  held  in 
Stephenson,  and  that  all  elections  in  that  precinct  and  all  county  business 
be  conducted  in  the  new  county  seato   The  tovm  of  Stephenson  was  incorpo- 
rated on  October  21,  1837,'   In  1841,  the  name  was  changed  by  legislative 
act  to  Rock  Island,  after  the  island  in  the  Mississippi,  and  the  toiwi  was 
reincorporated  under  that  nanie,^ 

Early  Public  Buildings 

Six  m.onths  after  removal  of  the  courts  to  Stephenson,  the  county  com- 
missioners took  steps  to  build  a  courthouse  for  the  young  county.   On 
March  7,  1836,  the  court  decreed  "that  notice  be  given  in  the  Northwestern 
Gazette  and  Galena  Advertiser  for  Three  weeks,  that  County  Commissioners 


1,  L.1835,  p,  159, 

2,  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p,  60-62, 

3,  Ibid,,  p.  62,  65,  70,  71. 

4,  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  639, 

5,  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  67,  68;  Deed  Record,  v.  A,  p,  4, 

6,  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p,  114, 

7,  Ibid,,  p,  269;  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  657, 

8,  L.1841,  p.  348, 
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will  contract  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  good  Bricks  to  "build  a 
Court  House  in  the  Town  of  Stephenson,  which  hrick  are  to  "be  delivered  on 
the  public  square  .  .  .  also  for  a  foundation  of  stone  work  and  necessary 
tim"bers  for  Court  House.  "-^  Brick  aind  stone  courthouses  were  unusual  in 
the  state  at  that  period.  Almost  universally,  the  first  such  structures 
in  the  new  counties  were  modest  log  houses  costing  a  few  hundred  dollars. 
Rock  Island  County,  however,  was  prosperous  from  the  earliest  years.  Joel 
Wells,  the  treasurer,  reported  on  March  9,  1836,  that  there  was  a  favora'ble 
balance  in  the  county  treasury  of  $2,148.97^.2  The  county  was  even  in  a 
position  to  loan  out  sizable  sums  of  money  at  ten  percent  interest. 

Advertisements  for  bids  to  build  the  courthouse  were  ordered  to  be 
published  in  the  Northwestern  Gazette,  the  Galena  Advertiser,  the  Mis- 
souri Republican,  and  the  Carrollton  Times. '^  The  bid  of  Samuel  Smith  of 
$10,500  being  the  lowest,  was  accepted  by  the  court  June  6,  1836.^  Jonah 
H.  Case  was  awarded  the  contract  for  the  bricks.^  On  September  12,  1837, 
Smith  was  authorized  to  contract  for  32,000  additional  bricks,  for  which 
Harvey  Leonard  was  paid  $330.72.'^  The  bricks  were  of  home  manufacture; 
brick  making,  was  the  first  industry  in  Rock  Island  County,  the  raw  mate- 
rial being  abundantly  available  close  to  Stephenson.   The  courthouse  was 
two  stories  high  and  50  feet  square;  the  lower  story  two  and  one-half 
bricks  thick,  the  upner  story  two  bricks  thick.  The  foundation  of  stone 
was  7  feet  high  and  2  feet  thick;  the  total  cost  was  $12,100.^  The  court- 
house was  completed  and  accepted  in  June,  1838;  at  the  same  time  a  board 
fence  costing  $54  was  built  around  it.^  In  the  meantime  the  courts  were 
held  in  the  house  of  L.  and  C.  H.  Case,  while  the  juries  were  accommodated 
in  the  house  of  Thomas  Trickel.^^ 

In  frontier  comnunities,  which  attracted,  along  with  the  constructive 
and  law-abiding  element,  also  unruly  characters,  it  was  less  convenient 
to  do  without  a  jail  than  without  a  courthouse.  Plans  to  erect  a  jail  in 
Stephenson  were  made  "before  the  building  of  the  courthouse.  Previous  to 
the  acquisition  of  a  jail.  Rock  Island  criminals  were  sent  to  Monmouth 
for  confinement. ■'■^  On  October  20,  1835,  the  county  commissioners  entered 


1.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p.  126, 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  137. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  80,81,83. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  146. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  155,156. 

6.  Ibid. ,  p.  145. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  257,261. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  240;  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  640. 

9.  County  Conmissicners'  Records,  v.  B,  p.  7,8. 

10.  Ibid.,  p.  144,145. 

11.  History  of  Rock  Island  County.  I,  539. 
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into  a  contract  with  John  W.  Spencer  to  build  a  jail  to  cost  $7'^5- 
The  structure  was  to  be  of  heav;;^''  white  oak  timber,  22  feet  square  and 
two  stories  high,-'-  An  additional  $33-50  was  paid  the  contractor  for 
extra  work  and  the  jail  was  accepted  by  the  court  in  June,  I836. 
This  jail  served  only  until  March,  ISUo,  when  a  brick  building  built 
by  Daniel  Doty  was  completed. 3 

Changes  in  G-overnment 

With  increasing  population  and  diversification  of  industries  came 
changes  in  the  form  of  the  county's  government.   The  county  comTiission- 
ers'  court  in  which  had  been  vested  administrative  and  limited  judicial 
powers  was  done  away  with  by  the  Constitution  of  ISUS  and  the  laws  of 
ISU9  in  favor  of  a  county  court  with  dual  functions:  judicial  and  ad- 
ministrative.   The  county  court  when  hearing  judicial  matters  was  pre- 
sided over  by  the  county  judge,  sitting  alone;  the  county  court  when 
dealing  with  county  administrative  matters  was  composed  of  the  county 
judge  and  two  associate  justices.   Under  the  new  law,  John  W,  Spencer 
was  elected  county  judse  with  Thomas  J.  Robinson  and  James  Weaverling 
as  associate  justices.-^ 

The  second  and  last  change  in  form  of  government  came  with  the  gen- 
eral election  of  November,  I856.   In  September  of  that  year,°  a  number 
of  voters  of  the  county  petitioned  the  court  to  submit  to  the  citizens 
in  the  ensuing  election  the  question  of  township  organization  in  accord- 
ance with  an  act  approved  by  the  legislature  February  I7,  I85I. '   In 
that  election,  the  vote  favoring  the  township  form  was  a  decisive  total 
of  2,31^,  while  only  1U7  votes  were  opposed. 

After  this  election,  the  county  court  appointed  Lemuel  Andrews, 
Nathaniel  Belcher,  and  F.  J.  Whitney  as  commissioners  to  divide  Rock 
Island  County  into  tonmshii^s. -^  The  commissioners  cut  up  the  county  into 
fourteen  townships  which  they  named  Cordova,  Port  Byron,  Canoe  Creek, 
Fremont,  Hampton,  'Vali'-.er,  Moline,  Coal  Valley,  Rock  Island,  Camden, 
Edgington,  Bowling,  Buffalo,  and  Drury.-'-^  Since  then  the  names  of  some 
of  the  townships  have  been  changed,  and  with  increased  population  new 
ones  have  been  added.   At  present  there  are  eighteen  townships:  Andalusia, 


1.  Co\inty  Cormis  si  oners'  Records,  v.  A,  p.  115,117. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  150. 

3.  Ibid.,  V.  B,  p.  71,73,118,119. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17,19;  L.1849,  p.  65,65. 

5.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  C,  p.  308. 

6.  Ibid.,  V.  D,  p.  317. 

7.  L.1851,  p.  35. 

8.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  D,  p.  333. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  341. 

10.  Supervisors'  Records  (Papers),  Box  1135. 
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Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Canoe  Creek,  Coal  Valley,  Coe, 
Cordova,  Drury,  Edgington,  Hampton,  Moline,  Port  Byron,  Rock  Island, 
Rural,  South  Moline,  South  Rock  Island,  and  Zuina. 

In  accordance  with  a  law  enacted  in  1874  providing  for  the  election 
of  additional  supervisors  in  proportion  to  population, ^  the  county  hoard 
in  Rock  Island  County  has  from  time  to  time  expanded  its  membership  be- 
yond the  required  one  supervisor  for  each  township.  Under  the  present 
organization,  the  board  consists  of  eighteen  supervisors  and  sixteen 
assistajat  supervisors. "^ 


Economic  Development 
Early  Enterprises 

Rock  Island  is  at  present,  and  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  among 
the  leading  manufacturing  counties  in  the  state.   Its  development  has    <> 
been  to  a  considerable  extent  the  result  of  its  natural  resources,  and 
of  its  geographical  position,  lying  as  it  does  at  the  crossroads  of  the 
enormously  rich  Mississippi  Valley,  and  possessing  a  sixty-mile  front 
along  the  river.  The  Mississippi  and  Rock  rivers  have  provided  naviga- 
tion facilities  and  water  power.   Rich  veins  of  coal  have  aided  in  the 
development  of  its  cities  as  industrial  and  manufacturing  centers.   The 
fertility  and  beauty  of  the  land,  widely  publicized  during  and  after  the 
Black  Hawk  incident,  early  attracted  large  numbers  of  energetic  pioneers 
who  in  the  space  of  a  few  decades  changed  the  wilderness  to  a  land  humming 
with  a  variety  of  enterprises. 

Beginning  with  a  population  of  350  at  its  creation  in  1831,  the 
county  grew  to  2,610  in  1840. '^  Between  1840  and  the  following  census  at 
the  midcentury,  the  normal  flow  of  immigrants  from  the  northeastern  states 
to  Rock  Island  Co-unty,  augmented  by  European  immigration  brought  the  num- 
ber to  6,937.^  Between  185C  and  1870,  the  two  decades  of  intense  railroad 
construction,  industrial  development,  and  foreign  immigration,  the  popula- 
tion in  the  county  more  than  quadrupled,  reaching  29,783  by  the  latter 
date.^  From  1870  the  population  continued  to  increase  heavily,  reaching 


1.  Population  Bulletin,  Illinois,  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  States 
1930  (Washington;  Oovernment  Printing  Office,  1930),  p.  31.   Here- 
after  referred  to  as  Population  Bulletin. 

2.  R.S.1874,  p.  1075. 

3.  For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  addition  of  assistant  supervisors,  see 
County  Board,  p.  93,94. 

4.  Fast  and  Present,  p.  85. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  31. 
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70,404  in  1910  and  92,297  in  1920.  At  the  time  of  the  United  States  cen- 
sus in  1930,  there  were  98,191  inhabitants  in  Rock  Island  County. ^  The 
change  from  an  gigricultural  to  an  industrial  county  is  factually  illus- 
trated hy  the  1930  figures  on  distribution  of  population.  Of  the  98,191 
inhabitants  in  the  county  only  7,737  or  7.9  percent  constituted  the  rural 
farm  population;^  the  remainder  are  concentrated  in  the  industrial  centers 
and  smaller  towns  of  the  county. 

The  early  pioneers  settled  on  farms  and  depended  on  agriculture  for 
their  living.  There  were  only  a  few  merchants,  dealing  in  such  manu- 
factured articles  and  groceries  as  could  not  be  produced  by  the  ingenuity 
of  the  settler  and  his  wife.  A  few  tavern  keepers  who  dealt  in  refresh- 
ment, food,  and  shelter  for  the  wayfarer  and  his  beast;  manufacturers  of 
tuilding  products,  and  contractors,  indispensable  in  new  communities; 
ferry  and  mill  operators,  and  shoemalcers  and  blacksmiths,  comprised  prac- 
tically the  whole  business  personnel  in  early  Rock  Island  County. 

To  an  extent,  business  development  was  retarded  in  the  early  years  by 
the  lack  of  a  dependable  medium  of  exchange.  Because  of  a  number  of  dis- 
astrous bank  failures  in  Illinois  and  neighboring  states,  bank  notes  were 
held  under  suspicion  while  specie  was,  of  necessity  scarce.  The  predomi- 
nating currency  within  the  counties  was  county  orders,  usually  bearing  ten 
percent  interest.  But  since  they  were  guaranteed  by  nothing  more  substan- 
tial than  an  official  promise  to  pay  -  a  condition  full  of  uncertainties 
in  the  early  years  of  a  county  -  they  were  often  disposed  of  in  Rock  Is- 
land County  at  from  ten  to  fifty  percent  below  par  depending  upon  the 
proximity  to  the  time  they  could  be  disposed  of  in  payment  of  taxes.  Dur- 
ing the  incumbency  of  J.  M.  Gould  as  county  judge,  1853-57  the  plan  was 
adopted  to  borrow  money  to  pay  all  warrants.   This  action  brought  the 
warrants  to  par  and  held  them  there. ^ 

By  1837,  land  companies  wore  formed  to  boom  the  sale  of  farm  land 
and  town  sites  in  Rock  Island  County,  Among  these  was  the  Rock  River 
Land  Company  which  named  a  tract  in  the  vicinity  of  Rock  River  near  Milan, 
"Rock  Island  City."  Daniel  Webster  purchased  a  one-eighth  interest  in 
that  tract  for  $60,000.  But  when  he  discovered  that  the  site  was  not  the 
city  of  Rock  Island  and  that  the  land  he  bought  was  three  miles  aray,  he 
hurriedly  sold  cut  to  eastern  capitalists. 


1.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  31. 

2.  Information  Pertaining  to  Farm,  Home,  and  Community  (Urbana:  Univer- 
sity  of  Illinois,  mimeographed,  1936),  p.  2.  Hereafter  referred  to 
as  Farm,  Hone,  and  Conmunity. 

3.  J.  M.  Gould,  Oration  and  Address,  Delivered  at  the  Laying  of  the  Cor- 
ner Stone  of  the  New  Rock  Island  County  Court  House  (Rock  Island: 
Kramer,  Bleuer  &  Co.,  1895),  p.  36,38. 

4.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  631. 
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Brick  man-afactiiring,  centering  in  the  present  South  Rock  Island 
Township  irhere  the  proper  cla;/s  are  found,  developed  rapidly  to  meet 
the  great  demand  for  building  materials.   Jonah  H.  Case  is  considered 
the  first  of  the  famous  Rock  Island  farm  implement  manufacturers  to 
produce  plows;  these  were  wooden  implements  with  a  steel  tip  -  steel 
imported  from  England. ■*■  In  ISUy,  John  Deere,  who  invented  the  all 
steel  plow,  the  first  great  improvement  in  farm  implements,  moved  his 
factory  from  Grand  Detour,  Illinois,  to  Jloline.^  Undoubtedly  his  mo- 
tive for  moving  was  the  greater  convenience  of  distributing  his  product 
to  the  farmers  by  wa;/  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  many  tributaries. 
In  1830,  his  output  was  ten  plows;  by  the  time_^he  moved  to  Moline  he 
could  not  produce  enough  to  supply  the  demand.^ 

Transportation 

Settled  on  the  banks  of  two  large  rivers,  the  inhabitants  of  Rock 
Island  County  had,  along  with  the  advantages,  the  problem  of  communica- 
tion between  settlements.   The  enterprising  Colonel  George  Davenport 
established  a  public  ferry  across  the  Mississippi  between  Farnhamsburg 
and  Davenport,  Iowa,  as  early  as  IC25.   The  ferry  was  operated  in  two 
sections,  one  crossing  the  "slough,"  or  the  Illinois  channel  of  the 
river,  to  the  island  of  Rock  Island,  and  the  other  crossing  the  main 
channel  to  the  Iowa  shore.   The  rates  he  charged  for  ferrying  a  man  and 
horse  across  the  river  were  $1,25;  for  a  two-horse  team,  $2.00,  and  for 
a  single  passenger,  25  cents.   The  crew^  of  the  ferry  consisted  of  two 
oarsmen  and  a  man  at  the  helm  to  st®er. 

Davenport  and  Joshua  Vandruff  applied  to  the  county  commissioners' 
court  in  March,  I83U,  for  a  license  to  operate  a  ferry  across  Rock 
River;  the  court  charged  a  fee  of  $8.00  for  the  license  and  imposed  a 
bond  of  5250.00.   Ferry  rates  across  Rock  River  as  established  by  the 
court  were:  for  a  passenger,  12-o:  cents;  man  and  horse,  25  cents;  yoke 
of  oxen,  37""?;"  cents;  for  a  loaded  wagon  and  a  yo'ice  of  oxen  or  team  of 
horses,  $1.00;  head  of  cattle,  1G4  cents;  and  hogs  or  sheep,  at  lU 
cents. 5  The  rates  for  ferriage  across  the  llississippi  were  about  twice 
as  high. ° 

Until  later  years  when  business  enterprises  began  to  concentrate  in- 
to fei-'er  hands,  the  ferry  business  in  Rock  Island  County  was  conducted 
by  a  rather  large  number  of  individual  business  firms.   During  18^,^   and 
I835.  entries  in  the  county  records  show  that  seven  separate  ferr;/-  licenses 
were  issued  by  the  court.   They  were  to  Rinnah  ^ells  and  to  Davenport  and 


1.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  1,752. 

2.  Ibid.  ,  -p.    763. 

3.  Ibid. 

k.  Ibid. ,  p.  635. 

5.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  "p.  15-17* 

6.  Ibid. ,  p.  U8. 
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Vandruff  across  tlie  Rock  River,    and  to   J.   H   .  Case,   V/illiam  Brasher,    and 
Antoine  Le   Claire,    Ben  \'i,  Clark,    E.  A.   Philip,   and  Davenport  and  Le  Claire 
across  the  Mississippi  River.-'- 

Le  Claire  established  his   ferry  of  flat  boats   across  the   Mssissippi 
beloT/  the   island  in  1834  ..-        His  f  errj''  was  the  more  popular  because  there 
was  no  change   of  boats  to  be  made   in  the   crossing.      Two  yoars  later,    he 
sold  his  equipment  and   franchise  to  Captain  John  ¥ilson.     In  1842,    Captain 
Wilson  p^it  on  a  steam  ferr^',   the   first  of  its  kind  on  the  tlississippi  abovo^ 
St,  Louis,  for  which  he  received  authorization  by  an  act  of  the  legislature. 
For  some  reason,   however,   that  ferry  was  discontinuod  and  not  replaced  un- 
til 1852,      In  1855,    the  firm  of  Spencer,   Robinson  and  Company,   a  dovolop- 
mont   of  Captain  Yalson's  enterprise,   addod  to   its  fleot  tho   stoam  forry 
"Davonport"  which  bccamo  a  government  transport  during  tho  Civil  War,^ 

To  George  Davoport  and  Antoino  Lo  Clairo,   tho  ferry  business  was   only 
incidental   in  thoir  colorful  careers.      They  vroro  two  of  the  most  respected 
ciid  liked  individuals  in  Rock  Island  County,   and  vrore  known  throughout  tho 
state  and  beyond  its   limits,      Davonpoi*t  vra.s  tho  first  v;-hito   civilian  in 
tho   present  Rock   Island   County,   accompanying  the   garrison  of  Fort  Arm- 
strong in  1816,      Ho  vms    commissary  to  tho   .garrison,    fur  trader,    Indian 
agont,   a  colonel  in  the  Black  Havjk  Yfar,    served  in  various  county  offices, 
and  was  a  largo   la:id   OTra,or,    operator   of  ferries,    and  a  pcxtncr  with  Lo 
Claire   in  the   successful  iron  and  brass  foundry  and  machine   shop  of  Le 
Claire,  Davenport  and  Company,    in  Davenport,   lovra..     In  1845,   ho  was  iTojiton- 
ly  murdered  in  his   home   on  the   island  by  members   of  the  band  of   criminals 
knoivn  as   tho   Banditti  of  the   Prairie,      Because   of   his  popularity,   the  mur- 
dor  aroused  the  indignation  of  citizens  tliroughout  tho   state  against  the 
bandits.      The   criminals  -svcre   apprehondod  and   cxocutod  in  Rock   Island 
County  c-ftcr  a  sensational  trial .'^ 

Davenport's   friend,   Antoint  Le   Clairo,   was   in  the   employ  of  the   govern- 
ment from  1816  to  1836  as   interpreter   in  negotiations  vri.th  tho   Indians  for 
concluding  a  niombcr  of  important  treaties.      Ee  was   of  French  and   Indian  ex- 
traction,   spoke   French  fluently,    cjid  vrc-.s   familiar  v.-ith  a  dozen  or  more   In- 
dian dialects.     During  tho  negotiations   for  the  treaty  of  1832,    v/hich  were 
held  in  Davenport  because   of  a  cholora  epidemic  among  the   soldiers   of  the 
fort,   the   Sac   chdof  made   a  gift   of  a  mile   square   of  land  on  the   lov/a  shoro 
to  LIrs.   Lo  Claire,   -.rho  vj-as  the  daughter  of  an   Indian  chief.      The   Potav/atom- 
ics  also  presented  Lo  Claire  iTith  a  square  mile   of  land  on  tho  present  site 
of  Moline  which  he  later   sold   at  $1,25   por  aero,      Lo  Claire   laid  out  tho 
tovm  of  Davenport  in  1836,   naming  it  after  his   lifelong  friend  and  associate 


1,  County  Commissiorjsrs'   Records,   v.  A,    p,   15,48,49,56,78,101,102, 

2,  L.1841,   p.   161, 

3,  Histor^^  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  635,636, 

4,  Tcit  and  Present,  p,  121j  Historj'-  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  724. 
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The  quarter  section  upon  which  the  original  to:Tn  was  laid  out  was 
■bought  by  Le  Claire  for  $75  from  Dr.  Spencer  and  a  Mr.  McCloud.   The 
first  locomotive  of  the  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  to  enter  Davenport 
bore  the  name  of  Le  Claire  and  an  impress  of  his  likeness  upon  it.-*- 

Access  to  Stephenson  was  made  difficult  by  a  swamp  back  of  the 
town  which  became  impassable  In  rainy  seasons.   At  the  September, 
I835  term  of  the  commissioners'  court  a  contract  for  a  bridge  across 
the  swainp,  costing  S759.  63  I/3,  was  awarded  to  Ilichael  Bartlett.^  In 
18UU,  Dickson,  Vandruff ,  ajid  Kalbaugh  were  the  contractors  for  the  first 
bridge  across  Rock  River  between  Vandruff 's  Island  and  the  south  shore. 
At  the  same  time  the  county  commissioners  were  examining  a  contract  and 
specifications  for  a  free  bridge  over  Rock  River  from  the  north  shore 
to  Vandruff 's  Island. 3  A  plank  road  and  bridges  over  Rock  River  were 
acquired  by  the  city  of  Rock  Island  from  private  operators.   Formerly 
the  high  tolls  over  them  diverted  trade  from  the  city;  after  they  be- 
came the  property  of  the  city,  the  tolls  were  reduced  materially  and 
were  finally  abolished  altogether  in  I9IO.   The  road  to  I'.ilan  and  the 
six  bridges  cost  the  city  upward  of  $250,000.^ 

Vandruff,  Kalbaugh,  and.   Thomas  G.  Patterson  in  October,  I8U3,  re- 
ceived permission  from  the  court  to  build  the  first  mill  dam  in  Rock 
Island  County,  reaching  from  Vandruff 's  Island  across  to  the  south  bank 
of  a  branch  of  the  Rock  River  near  the  present  city  of  Milan.-?  The 
following  year  a  dam  was  constructed  across  the  south  branch  of  the 
Mississippi  from  the  island  to  the  Illinois  shore  by  David  3.  Sears 
and  his  associates.   The  dam  created  water  power  for  several  saw  and 
grist  mills  which  sprang  up  along  the  river,  and  later  attracted  many 
industries  which  took  advantage  of  the  cheap  and  abundant  water  power 
of  the  river. ° 

From  ISUS,  the  date  which  practically  marked  the  end  of  the  frontier 
in  Illinois,  Rock  Island  County  made  rapid  progress.   The  city  of  Rock 
Island  was  already  famous  as  one  of  the  chief  river  towns  on  the  upper 
Mississippi.   Before  the  advent  of  the  railroad,  communication  between 
Rock  Island  and  the  other  settled  parts  of  the  state  was  by  river  in 
the  season  of  open  navigation,  and  after  ISUS,  by  Frink  and  T7alker's 
line  of  stages.   The  stage  made  a  daily  run  to  Chicago  from  Rock  Island 
and  Moline,  which  took,  on  ^ood  roads,  about  thirty  hours;  to  St.  Louis, 
forty  to  forty-eight  hours.' 


1.  Rock  Island  and  Its  Surroundings  in  18^3  (Hock  Island:  H,  A.  Parker 
and  Brothers,  185M-) ,  p.  23,26-28. 

2.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p.  88,125,12b. 

3.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  639. 
h.      Ibid. ,  653. 

5.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  C,  p.  2;  History  of  Rock  Island 
County,  I,  639. 

6.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  6U6. 

7.  Ibid.,  I,  647. 
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In  the  eighteen-fifties,  railroad-building  activity  in  Illinois  was 
gathering  great  moTnent-um,  and  the  topic  was  the  preoccupation  of  the  in- 
habitants the  length  and  breadth  of  the  state.  The  Rock  Island  county 
court  at  its  session  on  December  12,  1853,  subscribed  for  the  county, 
$100,000  of  capital  stock  in  the  proposed  ''■Tarsaw  and  Rockford  Railroad, ^ 
The  project,  hoiwever,  was  not  carried  out  and  ultimately  the  county  lost 
about  $200,000,  excluding  interest  on  the  bonds  and  losses  by  private 
citizens,^   In  the  meantime,  the  Chicago  and  Rock  Island  Railroad  was 
in  process  of  construction  toward  Rock  Island  County^  the  result  was  a 
boom  of  all  property  values,  especially  farms  and  town  lots©  In  1853, 
the  year  before  completion  of  the  first  railroad  through  the  county,  an 
editor  of  the  Chicago  Democratic  Press,  visiting  in  Rock  Island  County, 
wrote,  "Consequent  upon  the  increased  activity  which  the  near  approval 
and  expected  early  completion  of  the  railroad  has  produced  here,  is  an 
enhancem.ent  of  the  value  of  real  estate.   Property  in  all  parts  of  the 
city  has  gene  up  in  price  from  "bwenty-five  to  one  hundred  percent;  while 
in  some  particular  localities  the  rate  of  increase  has  been  greater,, 
Nevertheless,  real  estate  here  cannot  be  considered  as  having  reached  a 
merely  speculative  valueo  .  »  o  I  have  this  opinion  upon  the  belief 
that  here,  at  this  crossing  of  the  Mississippi  river,  is  ultimately  to 
concentrate  a  vast  amount  of  business  e  •  o  nor  is  the  enhanced  value 
of  real  estate  ...  confined  to  the  city.  The  price  at  which  both  im- 
proved and  vdld  lands,  contiguous  to  the  city,  and  along  the  line  of  the 
railroad  as  held,  is  a  large  advance  upon  what  were  the  asking  rates  one 
year  ago,   I  hear  of  some  instances  in  which  lands  entered  less  than 
eighteen  months  since  with  warrants,  costing  the  purchaser  from  87tj  cents 
to  $1,12-|-  per  aero,  have  recently  been  disposed  of  at  from  five  to  ten 
dollars  per  acres"  And  prophetically,  "They  are  richly  v;orth  the  money 
now  paid,  and  the  present  possessors,  if  they  retain  them  a  few  years, 
will  be  able  to  sell  themL  at  quite  as  large  an  advance  as  the  preceding 
ovmers  realized, "^ 

The  completion  of  the  Chicago  and  Rock  Island  Railroad  in  February, 
1854,  made  the  first  direct  overland  connection  be^tvreen  Rock  Island  and 
the  Atlantic  seaboard.   Other  railroad  systems  entering  the  county  since 
then  are  the  Cliioago,  Burlington  and  Quincyj  Chicago,  Ifilwaulcee^  St,  Paul, 
and  Pacific;  Rock  Island  and  Peoria;  Rock  Island  Southern;  and  Davenport, 
Rock  Isla.nd  and  Northwestern,  The  total  main  trackage  in  the  countj^  is 
ninety-one  miles;  the  assessed  value  of  railroad  property  for  1933  was 
$4,184, 741o'^ 


1,  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v,  D,  p,  103, 

2,  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  775 e 

3,  Rock  Island  and  Its  Surroundings  in  1855,  po  8, 

4,  Report  of  the  Illinois  Tax  Commission  Assessment  Year  1953  (Printed 
by  the  Authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois),  p,  163,507, 


-  23  - 
Historical  Sketch 

Of  rural  roads  in  the  county  there  is  a  total  of  745.5  miles  by  the 
figures  of  1939,  of  which  552.3  miles  are  surfaced  with  concrete,  brick, 
bituminous,  metal,  and  oil. 

The  communication  facilities  in  the  county  have  been  further  augment- 
ed by  an  airport  at  Moline,  and  by  the  Hennepin  Canal,  also  known  as  the 
Illinois  and  Mississippi  Csuaal.   The  Illinois  legislature  gave  its  approv- 
al to  build  the  canal  by  azi  act  of  February  15,  1865,2  but  actual  construc- 
tion did  not  begin  -until  1892;  it  was  completed  in  19C8  at  a  cost  of  about 
$75,000,000.   The  canal,  located  two  miles  south  of  the  city  of  Rock  Island, 
connects  the  Mississippi  with  the  Great  Lakes  by  way  of  the  Illinois-Michi- 
gan Canal.   The  entire  link  extends  seventy-seven  miles,  of  which  fifty  miles 
is  canal,  and  twenty-seven  miles  slack-water  navigation  down  the  Rock  Riv- 
er.^ The  canal  is  used  to  this  day  by  the  International  Harvester  Company 
and  other  firms  for  shipping  materials  by  barge. 

Industries 

The  advc^Jitage  of  the  central  location  of  Rock  Island  County  and  its 
highly  developed  transportation  facilities  have  attracted  and  stimulated 
the  growth  of  a  number  of  internationally  known  manufactories.   The  Farm- 
all  Works  of  the  International  Harvester  Company  is  one  of  the  largest 
tractor  plants  in  the  world.   The  J.  I.  Case  Company,  manufacturing  trac- 
tors and  threshing  machines  as  well  as  other  agricultural  implements,  dis- 
tribute their  products  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  other  countries. 
Deere  and  Company,  the  oldest  and  most  famous  of  Moline' s  farm  implement 
manufactories,  and  the  Rock  Island  Sash  and  Door  Works,  manufacturing  va- 
rious mill  products,  are  among  the  largest  establishments  of  their  kind  in 
the  country. 

Among  the  other  leading  products  of  the  county's  manufactories  are 
steam  engines,  woodworking  machinery,  malleable  iron  castings,  paints,  auto- 
mobile supplies,  electrical  household  appliances,  stoves,  food  products, 
toys,  footwear,  and  clothing.   In  1927,  a  normal  year,  there  were  152 
manufacturing  establishments  in  the  county,  employing  an  average  of 
12,247  wage  earners  with  a  payroll  of  $17,223,817.   In  that  year  the 
value  of  the  output  of  the  industries  was  $79,584,408.^  In  the  peak 
year  of  business  prosperity  in  1929  the  niunber  of  wage  earners  in  the 


1.  Letter  from  0.  F.  Goeke,  District  Engineer,  Division  of  Highways, 
September  19,  1939. 

2.  Private  L.1865,  p.  209. 

3.  The  Hew  International  Encyclopedia  (New  York:  Dodd,  Mead  and  Company, 
1920),  IV,  448. 

4.  Ibid. 

5.  Census  of  Mojiufactures,  1927,  Illinois  (Washington:  Department  of 
Commerce, typed) ,  p.  3. 
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county  reached  15,994,  drawing  a  payroll  of  $22,620,099.   Then  came  the 
great  financial  panic  and  txisiness  crisis  known  by  the  polite  and  gentle 
term  of  "depression",  the  effects  of  which  are  graphically  told  in  the 
employment  and  payroll  figures  in  the  county  as  well  as  throughout  the 
nation.  From  15,994  wage  earners  in  Rock  Island  County  in  1929,  the  drop 
was  to  6,796  in  1933,  wages  shrinking  for  the  respective  years  from 
$22,620,099  to  $5,764,449.   Value  of  products  dropped  for  the  same  years 
from  $112,784,519  to  $22,573,919.-'-  However,  many  of  the  county's  in- 
dustries heing  rea.dily  convertible  for  the  supply  of  vrar   needs,  there  is 
at  present,  with  the  European  v/ar  in  progress,  a  definite  revival  of  em- 
ployment in  Rock  Island. 

The  coal  produced  in  the  county's  six  mines,  amounting  to  45,261  tons 
in  1937,  is  used  up  entirely  by  the  local  industries.   All  of  the  mines 
except  one  at  Moline  are  located  in  Coal  Valley. 2  At  Cordova  is  located 
a  limestone  plant,  operated  by  the  United  States  Gypsum  Company,  pro- 
ducing 52,522  tons  of  limestone  in  1957,  and  three  sand  ajid  gravel  plants 
at  the  cities  of  Rock  Island  and  Sylvis,  producing  in  the  same  year 
86,248  tons. 3 

Of  the  271,360  acres  of  land  in  Rock  Island  County,  85.5  percent  is 
binder  cultivation,  divided,  by  the  1935  figures,  into  1,873  farms. ^  Corn, 
oats,  and  wheat  are  the  predominant  crops  raised.   In  recent  years,  in 
keeping  with  the  trend  throughout  the  state,  soybean  planting  is  increas- 
ing in  acreage.   The  sand  soils  around  Moline  and  the  city  of  Rock  Island 
are  well  adapted  to  gardening,  and  as  a  good  market  is  readily  available, 
truck  gardening  and  fruit  growing  are  a  profitable  source  of  income.   In 
addition,  livestock  and  poultry  raising  and  dairying  are  well  developed. 
In  1919,  the  value  of  crops  raised  in  the  county  was  estimated  at 
$6,738,106;  the  same  year  the  value  of  livestock  was  over  $6,000,000.^ 


Social  Development 

Education 

Schools,  churches,  newspapers,  and  other  activities  of  a  social 
nature  paralleled  closely  the  economic  progress  in  Rock  Island  County 
and  the  state.   Up  to  the  eighteen-f if  ties,  when  the  foundations  of  an 
educational  system  in  Illinois  were  laid,  the  support  of  schools  and  edu- 


1.  Biennial  Census  of  Manufacturers,  1955,  Illinois,  p.  11. 

2.  Fifty-sixth  Coal  Report,  Illinois  (Printed  by  Authority  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  1937),  p.  86,87 , 146 , 147 . 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  280,233,284. 

4.  Farm,   Home,    and  Community,   p.    3. 

5.  Rock  Island  County   Soils,   p.    2. 
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cation  depended  on  the  noney  realized  from  the  sale  of  school  lands 
granted  ty  Congresr,  to  Illinois  at  its  admission  into  the  Union,  on 
private  individufols  and  religious  associations  who  endowed  educational 
institutions,  and  on  the  ministers  who  often  served  as  teachers  of  the 
young  along  with  their  religious  activities,  and  generally  exercised  a 
liberalizing  influence  on  the  pioneer  element  in  the  T7est. 

Because  of  a  lack  of  funds  in  the  early  years  of  the  new  counties 
and  the  absence  of  comprehensive  laws  for  the  administration  o?  the 
school  lands,  these  lands  were  quickly  sold  out  by  the  counties  and 
the  interest  fro"^!  the  proceeds  used  for  school  purposes.   In  September, 
1836,  the  county  commissioners  of  Rock  Island  appointed  Elophates  Cook 
as  commissioner  and  agent  in  charge  of  the  disposition  of  school  lands, 
with  William  Brashar,  Rinnah  '7ells,  and  Jonah  H.  Case  as  trustees. 
The  following  year,  two  school  districts  called  Milan  and  Pleasant  Val- 
ley were  established  by  the  court. ^ 

In  1S5'+,  under  G-overnor  Joel  A.  Matteson,  a  law  was  approved  by  the 
legislature  providing  for  an  elective  state  superintendent  of  schools, 
the  permanent  office  to  be  set  up  ti70  years  later.   A  temporar;/  appoint- 
ee of  the  Governor  was  Ninian  17.  Edwards  who  drew  up  a  bill  for  a  gener- 
al system  of  free  schools.   With  some  additions  and  amendments  by  the 
General  Assem.bly,  the  bill  included  provisions  for  state  and  local 
school  taxes  and  for  a  free  school  in  every  district  for  six  months  in 
the  year.-^   One  important  result  of  this  act  was  the  improvement  in  the 
caliber  of  the  teachers  as  the  law  required  that  candidates  for  teaching 
positions  must  qualify  by  passing  examinations. 

A  state  teachers'  institute  was  organized  in  Bloomington  in  IS53. 
which,  began  to  exercise  a  c-^nstructive  influence  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion.  The  movement  later  took  the  form  of  county  inntittites;  since  all 
teachers  were  expected  to  attend,  this  medium  for  the  encouragement  of 
progressive  methods  of  education  was  far-reaching  in  its  effects.   About 
the  same  time  a  public  library  was  organized  in  the  city  of  Rock  Island, 
and  in  1872,  a  library  was  started  in  Moline.5 

The  county  school  records  in  Rock  Island  begin  with  the  school  year 
I859-6O,   In  that  year  there  were  sixty-six  public  schools  in  the  county, 
employing  16I  teachers.   The  total  enrollment,  excluding  high  schools,  for 
the  school  year  I9II-I2  was  10,65^;  the  cost  of  education  in  the  county  in 


1.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p.  183,1SU. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  15s. 

3.  Arthur  Charles  Cole,    The  Bra  of  the   Civil  War,    loUS-lSyO   (Chicago; 
A.    C.   McClurg  and  Co..    I'^l-'Q,    p.    233;    L.18|3^,    p.    I3-I5;    L.I853. 

p.   5lff- 
k.      The  Era  of  the   Civil  War,    p.    232,236. 
5.      History   of  Rock   Island  Couiity,    I,    78O, 
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1912,  amounted  to  $474,166.^   In  1934  the  cost  of  education  c?jne  to 
$1,099,255,  with  a  school  enrollment  of  17,183.   The  value  of  school 
property  in  the  same  year  was  $4,743,479.^ 

One  of  the  notahle  educntional  institutions  in  the  state,  Augustana 
College,  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  Q,uad-Cities  whose  combined  popula- 
tion is  approximately  two  hundred  thousand.   In  1860,  the  Augustana  Col- 
lege and  Theological  Seminary  was  organized  at  a  convention  of  Scandina- 
vians held  in  Chicago.   The  college  was  first  located  in  Chicago,  and 
later  moved  to  Paxton,  hut  "because  of  the  large  Scandinavian  population 
in  Rock  Island  County  the  decision  was  made  to  locate  the  institution 
there.   Originally  organized  hy  Swedes  and  Norwegians,  "by  mutual  consent 
of  the  two  groups,  the  college  in  1870  "became  a  Swedish  institution  sup- 
ported by  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana  Synod. "^  At  first  the  college 
functioned  for  the  purpose  of  training  ministers  for  the  Svredish  Lutheran 
Church,  with  the  Swedish  language  as  the  medium  of  instruction.   From 
about  1880,  the  curriculum  beg?ji  to  be  expanded  to  include  courses  outside 
the  theological  field;  special  interest  was  centered  in  a  school  of  music. 

The  campus,  comprising  approxinatoly  forty  acres,  lies  on  the  banJvs  of 
the  Mississippi  River;  the  property  of  the  institution  is  valued  at  about 
$1,400,000.5  Here,  anong  the  college  buildings,  is  located  the  Denkmann 
Memorial  Library  containing  approximately  seventy  thousand  bound  volumes 
and  about  the  same  nujnber  of  ujibound  periodicals,  reports,  and  records,  to- 
gether with  a  historical  rausetim  housing  collections  of  general  historical 
interest  as  well  as  much  material  dealing  particularly  with  the  settlement 
of  the  Swedes  in  America.^  Augustana  College  is  given  a  Class  A  rating  by 
the  "University  of  Illinois.   Its  present  officers  are  Dr.  P.  Arthur 
Johnson,  president;  Dr.  John  A.  Christenson,  vice  president;  Mrs.  K.  T, 
Anderson,  secretary;  and  Carl  H.  Swanson,  treasurer.' 

Religious  Activities 

The  early  churches  made  distinct  and  important  contributions  to  the 
civilization  and  development  of  Illinois  Eind  the  West.  Besides  satisfy- 


1.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  700,701. 

2.  Farm,  Home,  pnd  Community,  p.  61. 

3.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  706. 

4.  Ibid. ;  Bulletin  Augustana  College  and  Theological  Seminary  1939-40, 
Series  XXXIV,  No.  1,  p.  54.   Hereafter  referred  to  as  Bulletin 
Augustana  College. 

5.  Bulletin  Augustana  College,  p.  18,19. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  19,21. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  4. 
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ing  the  spiritual  and  social  instincts  of  the  people, -*•  they  encouraged 
common  school  and  higher  education,  and  settlement  in  the  western  lands, 
and  exercised  a  telling  influence  in  the  causes  of  law  and  order,  anti- 
slavery,  and  temperance.   John  Mason  Peck  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  Peter 
Cartwright  the  Methodist  circuit  rider,  were  two  of  the  outstanding  minis- 
ters in  early  Illinois  whose  influence  penetrated  to  virtually  all  portions 
of  the  state,  and  whose  vigorous  labors  made  thera  well  known  in  their  day 
throughout  the  Northwest.   Ifeny  of  the  early  preachers  xvcre  men  of  little 
learning  and  less  polish,  but  to  offset  that  they  had  the  advantage  of  be- 
longing to  the  people  whose  problems  they  understood  and  shared. 

The  first  religious  services  in  the  Rock  Island  region  of  which  there 
is  a  record  were  held  at  Fort  Armstrong  in  1826  by  the  Reverend  John  Kinney, "^ 
one  of  the  many  energetic  trading  ministers  who  went  on  horseback  from  settle- 
ment to  settlement  throughout  the  Northwest.   Organized  congregations  began 
about  1833  when  the  Reverend  Asa  McMurtree,  a  Methodist  minister,  came  to  the 
county,^  The  Methodists  have  now  fifteen  churches  in  Rock  Island  County  v/ith 
fifty-one  hundred  members. 5  The  Reverends  John  Montgomery  and  I.  Pittsburg 
organized  a  Presbyterian  church  in  the  old  Rock  Island  House  in  1837;°  at 


1.  "The  life  of  the  people  of  the  early  state  found  its  most  tT^TJical  ex- 
pression in  their  churches.   They  offered  an  immediate  escape  from  the 
unending  struggle  with  physical  forces,  a  promise  of  future  compensa- 
tion for  their  privations  that  now  pressed  hard,  and  furnished  a  social 
center  of  varied  and  exciting  interest."   Theodore  Calvin  Pease,  The 
Frontier  State  1818-1848,  Centennial  History  of  Illinois,  v.  II, ed. 
Clarence  W.  Alvord  (Springfield:  Illinois  Centennial  Commission,  1920), 
p.  410.   Hereafter  referred  to  as  The  Frontier  State. 

2.  "The  preachers  of  the  gospel  sprang  largely  directly  from  the  body  of  the 
people,  without  any  previous  training,  except  in  religious  exiiortation 
and  unguided  study  of  the  scriptures.   In  primitive  times  it  was  not  con- 
sidered necessary  that  a  teacher  of  religion  should  be  a  scholar.   The 
appeal  was  made  to  the  heart  and  not  the  head  .  .  .  The  congregation 
gathering  in  the  wilderness  were  composed  largely  of  unlearned  men  and 
women,  and  they  wore  most  easily  touched  by  these  preachers  .  .  .  never- 
theless, much  as  we  may  find  now  to  criticise  in  the  methods  then  omploy- 
od  by  the  Methodist  Circuit-rider,  or  the  itinerant  Bapist  or  Presby- 
terian, those  early  preachers  of  Illinois  performed  an  important  and  ne- 
cessary work."  Randall  Parrish,  Historic  Illinois  (Chicago:  A.  C.  McClurg 
and  Co.,  1919),  p.  388-90. 

3.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  660. 

4.  Past  and  Present,  p.  167,168. 

5.  Journal  and  Year  Book  of  the  Illinois  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Epissopal  Church  for  the  Year  1938  (Decatur,  Illinois,  1958),  p.  640,641. 

6.  Past  and  Present,  p.  171,172. 
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present  there  are  eight  Presbyterian  churches  in  the  county  with  2,434 
memhers.-'-  The  Baptists  with  the  Reverend  Titus  Gilbert  organized  a  con- 
gregation in  the  county  in  1837;  they  now  have  seven  churches  with  1,785 
members.   The  Congregationalists  came  in  the  same  year,  and  now  have  five 
churches  with  an  aggregate  of  1,683  members.'*'  Other  denominations  in  Rock 
Island  County  and  their  present  number  of  churches  are  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  with  five  churches;'^  the  Roman  Catholics  with  eleven;^  the  Episco- 
pal Church  with  two;^  and  the  Evangelical  Lutherans,  who,  coming  into  the 
county  in  the  'fifties,  have  now  nine  churches  belonging  to  the  Augustana 
Synod,  and  five  belonging  to  the  Missouri  Synod. "^ 

Public  Welfare 

Prior  to  the  acquisition  of  a  county  poor  farm,  the  indigent  of  Rock 
Island  Co\inty  -  generally  the  old  and  infirm  -  were  cared  for  by  private 
persons  who  were  compensated  from,  the  county  treasury.  A  typical  picture 
of  a  person  seeking  aid  from  the  county  is  contained  in  an  insertion  in  a 
county  record  of  March  8,  1836:   "This  day  came  into  court  Thomas  L.  J. 
Johnson,  who  stated  he  was  blind,  or  nearly,  as  that  he  could  see  but  very 
little.   The  court,  after  hearing  proof  examined  the  said  Thomas  L.  J. 
Johnson,  do  place  him  upon  the  county  as  a  pauper.   It  appearing  to  the 
Court  that  the  said  Thomas  L.  J.  Johnson  having  resided  the  time  fixed  by 
law  to  gain  residence  in  the  said  county.   It  is  ordered  that  Robert 
Thompson  be  allowed  Ten  Dollars  for  four  weeks  boarding,  nursing,  and 
taking  care  of  the  said  Thomas  L.  J.  Johnson,  a  pauper.   It  is  further  or- 
dered that  the  said  Robert  Thompson  board,  nurse  and  take  care  of  the  said 
Thomas  L.  J.  Johnson  a  pauper  until  the  next  county  commissioners'  court 
at  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per  week. "^  Dr.  I.  Emerson,  who  was 
practicing  at  the  fort  on  Rock  Island,  was  retained  by  the  county  as 
physician  to  the  needy. ^ 


1.  Minutes  of  the  Sj^Tiod  of  Illinois  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A.  for  1938  (Champaign,  111.,  1938),  p.  90. 

2.  Past  and  Present,  p.  168,169;  Minutes  of  the  Illinois  Ba-ptists,  Rock 
Island  Association  for  1844,  p.  1;  Illinois  Bapbist  Annual,  1938 
(Chicago:  Chicago  Baptist  Association,  1953) ,  p  .  114,115o 

3.  The  Frontier  State,  p.  419,420;  The  Year  Book  of  the  Congregational 
and  Christian  Churches  (New  York:  General  Council,  1938),  p.  107,109. 

4.  Yearbook,  Disciples  of  Christ  (Indianapolis:  Yearbook  Publication 
Committee,  1933),  p.  359. 

5.  "Diocese  of  Peoria,"  The  Official  Catholic  Directory  for  the  Yer.r  of 
Our  Lord  1959  (United  States  edition;  Hew  York:  P.  J.  Kenedy  &  Sons, 
1959),  p.  478-80. 

6.  The  Living  Church  Annual  (New  York  and  Milwaukee:  Morehouse,  G-orham 
and  CO.,  1939) ,  p.  332. 

7.  Statistical  Year  Bock,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Missouri,  Ohio 
and  Other  States,  1933,  Central  Illinois  District,  p.  41-44;  Report, 
Eightieth  Annual  Convention,  1939,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana 
Synod  of  North  America  (Rock  IslgJid: Augustana  Book  Concern,  1939) , 
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9.  Ibid.,  p.  121. 
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In  1839,  the  task  of  finding  homes  for  the  poor  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  overseers  appointed  by  the  court  for  the  several  districts  in 
the  county. ■'■  ^.7ith  the  rapid  rise  of  population,  this  system  of  care 
"became  too  expensive  and  unwieldj-.   In  1853,  the  county  purchased  from 
the  heirs  of  Rinnah  Wolls  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  farm  land  near  the 
city  of  Rock  Island,  with  a  two-story  frame  house  and  "barn,  for  $1,200. 
The  needy  were  removed  to  the  farm  and  placed  under  the  care  of  T7illiam 
Sanderson,  the  steward  appointed  "by  the  court. *^  Those  of  the  inmates  who 
were  physically  able,  worked  the  land  of  the  farm.   That  farm  was  sold 
and  the  present  farm  of  over  one  hundrod  and  eighty  acres,  situated  near 
Coal  Valley,  was  purchased  in  1861  from  J.  Smith  for  $3,000.   The  follow- 
ing year,  buildings  on  the  farm  costing  $3,463  wore  completed,  aind  William 
Bailey  of  Cotil  Valley  was  appointed  superintendent.'^  The  name  County  Poor 
Farm  was  thoughtfully  chajiged  to  Rock  Island  Infirmary  in  1895. 

In  1870,  a  building  costing  $5,000  was  erected  on  the  farm  in  which 
were  housed  the  inspjie.^  The  officials  of  Rock  Island  County  made  repeat- 
ed efforts  to  interest  the  state  in  building  a  hospital,  for  the  insane 
of  that  region,  in  Rock  Islpjid."^  At  one  time  the  county  undertook  to 
build  such  a  hospital  at  its  own  expense  on  a  lot  donated  in  1831  by  P. 
L.  Cable.   But  the  undert::king  failed  to  materialize  because  the  funds 
on  the  authorized  bond  issue  of  $20,000  were  not  raised  in  time.°  Final- 
ly, in  1895,  Roc'r-  Island  was  selected  for  a  new  state  hospital  for  the 
inspjie,^  and  in  1903,  buildings  costing  $19,829.40  were  completed. ^"^ 

The  Press 

A  few  years  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  with  the  growth  of 
population,  the  quickening  of  political  consciousness,  and  the  growing 
importance  of  Stephenson  as  a  river  tovm  and  industrial  center,  came  the 
publication  of  newspapers  in  Rock  Island  Coi-inty.   Henry  C.  McGrew,  an  im- 
migrant from  Irela,nd,  started  the  first  newspaper  in  1839,  called  the 
Rock  Island  Banner  and  Stephenson  Gazette;  politically  neutral  in  the 
first  year,  it  became  Democratic  in  1840,  expressing  the  political  senti- 
ments of  Stephenson,  although  the  county  and  locality  were  Whig.^ 


1.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  3,  p.  92, 
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The  fact  that  the  Banner  was  Cenocratic  inspired  the  establishment 
of  the  Upper  Mississippian  in  1S40  as  an   expression  of  the  Wliig  senti- 
ments in  the  coTonty.   The  editors  were  Daniel  Crist  and  John  Powers.   It 
was  published  weekly,  simultaneously  in  Stephenson  and  Davenport,  and 
soon  attained  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  stimulating  and  important 
papers  in  northern  Illinois.   In  184^4,  under  Henry  C.  Randall,  publisher, 
the  paper  became  Democratic  in  its  policy.   A  Wiif;   organ,  the  ilorthvTe stern 
Advertiser,  was  started  the  fo].lowing  year  by  Dr.  Horatio  P.  Gotchell  and 
Miles  W.  Conway,  Jr.   Later  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Rock  Island  Adver- 
tiser, the  Tri-5eekly  Advertiser,  and  in  1S55,  to  the  Daily  Advertiser.^ 
As  an  organ  of  the  anti slavery  movement,  the  Liberty  Banner  was  started 
in  1346.   In  1851,  it  was  renaned  the  Republican;  subsequently  it  becajne 
the  Argus  v/ith  Democratic  party  convictions.   One  of  its  best  Imown  editors 
was  J.  B.  Dunforth,  Jr.   In  1354,  he  started  the  first  daily  paper  in  that 
section  of  the  counti'^',  the  Republican.   Because  of  the  advent  of  the 
Republican  party  he  changed  its  name  in  1855  to  the  Rock  Island  Argas.^ 

Between  the  fifties  and  seventies,  the  period  of  great  industrial 
expansion,  immigration,  and  national  political  crises,  a  number  of  other 
papers  made  their  appearance  in  Rock  Island  Co-onty  including  two  in  the 
German  language. 3  At  present  there  are  nine  weekly,  one  monthly,  and 
two  daily  papers  published  in  the  county.   One  of  the  weeklies,  the 
Gazette  Van  Moline,  is  published  in  the  Flemish  lang^aage  with  J.  L.  Van 
Luncher  as  editor;  the  Augustaiia,  published  in  Swedish,  is  edited  by  Dr. 
L.  G.  Abrahamson.   The  publications  in  English  are  the  Milan  Independ- 
ent, a  weekly  edited  by  0.  D.  Kendall;  the  Reynolds  Press,  a  weekly  ed- 
ited and  published  by  Guy  V.  Pettit;  the  East  Moline  Herald,  a  weekly 
edited  by  R.  M.  Harper;  the  Moline  Dispatch,  a  daily  edited  by  L.  R. 
Blackman;  the  Port  Byron  Globe,  a  weekly  edited  and  published  by  H.  G. 
Sell  and  E.  E.  Uueller;  the  Rock  Island  Argus,  a  daily  edited  by  John  17. 
Potter;  the  Augustana  Observer,  a  weekly  edited  and  published  by  the 
students  of  Augustana  College;  the  Lutheran  Com;:anion,  a  denominational 
weekly  edited  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Ryden;  a  monthly,  the  Modern  Woodman  edited 
by  E.  E.  Wilson,  and  the  Tri-City  Labor  Review,  a  labor  paper  edited  by 


Charles  A.  Reagan.'^ 


The  Rock  Island  Arsenal 


A  considerable  source  of  employment  and  income  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Rock  Island  County  for  many  years,  has  been  the  Federal  Arsenal,  one 
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of  the  largest  government-owned  armament  plants  in  the  country,  located 
on  historic  Rock  IslsJid.   This  island,  used  "by  Black  Hawk  and  his  hraves 
as  a  summer  resort  has,  since  its  acquisition  by  the  government  in  1804, 
played  an  important  role  in  the  history  of  the  West  and  of  the  country  in 
time  of  crisis.   On  it  was  huilt  Port  Armstrong  which,  serving  as  a  fron- 
tier defense,  opened  to  settlers  the  northwestern  region.   During  the 
Spanish-American  War  and  the  World  War,  the  arsenal  on  Rock  IslaJid  served 
a  vital  function  as  one  of  the  main  sources  of  armament  supply  for  the 
nation's  armed  forces.   In  1863,  the  islajid  was  made  a  military  prison 
for  the  confinement  of  captured  Confedei'ate  soldiers.  Almost  two  thou- 
sand of  them,  who  died  from  cholera  and  other  causes,  lie  buried  there. 1 
At  present  (1939),  with  a  war  in  Europe  and  an  extensive  program  of  arma- 
ment decreed  by  Congress,  the  island,  under  command  of  Colonel  Norman  F. 
Ramsey,  is  once  more  humming  with  activity. 

The  movement  for  the  establishment  of  an  arsenal  on  Rock  Island  was 
begun  as  early  as  1840,  \7hen  a  survey  for  that  purpose  was  made  under 
the  direction  of  Colonel  Talcott  and  Captain  William  Bell  of  the  Ordnance 
Department.   Captain  Bell  was  favorably  impressed  by  his  findings.   In 
his  report  he  wrote,  "The  whole  island,  containing  about  850  acres,  be- 
longs to  the  United  States,  having  been  especially  reserved  from  sale. 
It  lies  at  all  times  high  and  dry  in  the  Mississippi,  on  the  side  of  the 
Illinois  shore,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  about  600  or  700  feet;  its 
greatest  length,  lying  east  and  west,  being  about  2.61  miles  and  its 
greatest  breadth  lying  north  and  south  being  1,463  yards,  .  .  .  its  cir- 
cumference being  5^  miles. "^  Among  others  strongly  favoring  Rock  Island 
for  the  site  of  a  western  armory  were  Jefferson  Davis,  while  Secretary 
of  War,  in  1854,  Honorable  A.  C.  Dodge,  chairman  of  the  Senate  committee 
on  public  lands,  and  Qp.artermaster-General  Jesup,  who  wrote  in  1852,  "The 
site  of  Fort  Armstrong,  Rock  Island,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  our 
Western  Country  for  an  Armors'-.   The  whole  water  power  of  the  Mississippi 
is  available.   If  a  Western  Armory  is  to  be  established,  I  woiild  advise 
that  it  be  placed  there.   I  would  not  advise  that  any  part  of  it  be  rented 
or  leased. "3 

In  1861,  citizens  of  Rock  Island  County  petitioned  Congress  to  es- 
tablish the  arsenal,  and  the  Iowa  legislature  sent  a  resolution  to  Con- 
gress for  the  same  purpose. 4  The  following  year,  by  an  act  of  Congress 
an  appropriation  of  $100,000  was  made  and  in  September,  1863,  ground 
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was  broken  for  the  government  buildings  at  the  lower  end  of  the  island.-'- 
After  the  decision  by  the  government  to  utilize  the  island  for  a  per- 
manent armament  manufacturing  depot,  it  was  found  necessary  to  buy  the 
interests  of  a  number  of  private  parties  who  held  claims  to  property  on 
the  island.   In  1866,  Congress  appropriated  the  necessary  money  to  bi:iy 
out  the  claims,  for  which  a  total  of  $237,492.20  was  paid.^ 

On  February  1,  1867,  the  state  legislature  approved  an  act  exempt- 
ing the  island  and  its  properties  from  taxation,  and  ceded  to  the  national 
government  jurisdiction  over  the  island  of  Rock  Island  and  the  small  is- 
lands of  Benhron' s,  Wilson's,  and  Winnebago,  contiguous  thereto  -  retaining 
for  the  state,  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  civil  and  criminal  process  only."^ 

During  the  World  War  as  many  as  13,263  workers  were  employed  in  the 
arsenal.  In  peace  time  the  force  is  much  smaller;  in  March,  1938,  only 
1,825  persons  worked  in  the  arsenal,  although  since  then  another  1,660 
have  been  added. ^ 


The  Cities  and  Villages 


Rock  Island 


The  city  of  Rock  Island,  one  of  the  cluster  of  four  cities  Moline, 
East  Moline,  Rock  Island,  and  Davenport,  lies  on  the  Mississippi  v±iich 
forms  its  northern  and  western  boundaries.  Rock  River  flowing  along  its 
southern  edge.   The  city,  with  a  population  in  1930  of  37,953,°  is  an 
industrial  center  aind  a  hub  of  interstate  travel  served  by  the  main  lines 
of  three  railroads,  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific,  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul,  and  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Q,uincy;  and  by 
branch  lines  of  the  Davenport,  Rock  Island  and  North  Western,  and  the 
Rock  Island  Southern. 

The  city,  which  includes  the  old  towns  of  Farnhamsburg  and  Stephen- 
son, has  had  a  colorful  history  passing  through  the  stages  of  a  pioneer 
settlement  and  river  town,  to  become  a  modern  American  city  eind  center 
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of  industry.  Rock  Isleind  was  a  river  town  up  to  the  coming  of  the  rail- 
road in  1855.  The  brief  but  decisive  struggle  for  supremacy  between  the 
ancient  waterways  transportation  aiid  the  young  but  vigorous  intruder, 
rail  transportation,  cane  to  a  dranatic  clinax  in  the  famous  controversy 
over  the  railroad  bridge  b\ult  across  the  Mississippi  from  Rock  Islaaid 
to  Davenport.  The  piers  of  the  bridge  were  so  built  in  the  river  that 
they  formed  an  obstruction  to  the  boats.  In  1856,  the  "Effie  Alton," 
a  boat  belonging  to  a  St.  Louis  Company  struck  the  bridge  and  burned, 
losing  its  cargo.  A  sensational  suit  in  the  Federal  Court  at  Chicago 
resulted,  v/ith  Abraham  Lincoln  as  counsel  for  the  railroads. •'■  The  rail- 
roads won  the  contest  and  since  then  their  supremacy  over  the  river  has 
never  been  seriously  challenged. 

Up  to  about  1855,  the  most  important  activity  in  Rock  Island  was 
steamboating.  From  1855  to  1870,  the  town  was  developing,  in  line 
with  the  expansion  of  rail  transportation,  into  an  industrial  city. 
It  is  now  one  of  the  chief  centers  in  the  state  for  the  manufacture 
of  agricultural  implements.   Some  of  the  products  of  the  city's  lead- 
ing industries  aro  lunber,  wagons,  steel  and  iron  products,  footwear 
and  clothing,  food  products,  and  hardware  and  plumbing  specialties. 
In  1933,  there  were  sixty  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  city 
producing  materials  valued  at  $9,276,817.'^ 

Moline,  the  "Plow  City" 

Another  important  manufacturing  center  is  Moline  with  a  population 
in  1930  of  32,236,^  known  throughout  the  United  States  from  the  middle 
of  the  last  century  as  the  "Plow  City."  When  the  town  was  first  laid 
out  it  was  removed  by  several  miles  from  the  city  of  Rock  Island.  Grad- 
ually the  space  between  them  was  built  up  until  at  present  the  physical 
boundary  separating  the  two  cities  is  obliterated.  The  first  settlers 
on  the  site  of  Moline  \7ere  New  Englanders,  among  whom  were  Michael  C. 
Bartlett,  and  the  large  family  of  Joel  Wells,  who  settled  there  in  1829."* 
In  1841,  John  W.  Spencer,  Spencer  H.  White,  David  B.  Sears,  and  George 
W.  Lynde  laid  out  a  town  on  that  site  which  they  called  Rock  Island 
Mills.   No  developments  followed  until  1843  when  the  town  was  platted 
by  some  of  the  settlers.  The  county  surveyor,  P.  H.  Ogilvie,  made  the 
survey  and  suggested  Hosperiu  and  Moline  for  a  choice  of  names  of  the 
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tOT/n.  He  e:5)lained.  that  Hesperin  meant  "star  of  the  west"  and  Mo  line 
meant  "mill  to\m."   Charles  Atkinson  chose  the  name  Molina.^  In  1855, 
Moline  was  incorporated  as  a  town, 2  and  in  1869  as  a  city. 3 

One  of  the  factors  which  determined  the  establishment  of  Moline  so 
close  to  the  cotmty  seat,  Rock  Islan.d,  which  was  already  a  thriving  town, 
was  the  im.mense  supply  of  available  natural  waterpower,  formed  by  the 
upper  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  twenty  miles  above  the  to^vn.   The  Rock 
River  on  the  east  and  south  of  the  city  is  another  source  of  inexpensive 
water  power.   This  water  power  was  first  utilized  to  run  saw  and  grist 
mills.   One  of  the  first  mills  was  built  by  Vandruff  and  Kalbaugh  on 
Rock  River  about  1838;  David  B.  Sears,  John  W.  Spencer,  Calvin  Ainsworth, 
and  Spencer  H.  Wl^ite  built  in  1837  what  is  considered  the  first  dam  on 
the  Mississippi  River. '^ 

While  Moline  was  slowly  developing  as  a  mill  tovm  in  the  manner 
visioned  by  its  founders,  John  Deere  of  Grand  Detour,  was  becoming  well 
known  for  his  polished  steel  plow.   Before  the  invention  of  the  self- 
cleaning  plow  in  1837  by  the  blacksmith  from  Vermont,  the  farmers  found 
the  existing  plows  unsuited  for  use  on  the  Illinois  prairie.   The  sticky 
muck  of  the  prairie  clung  to  the  blade  of  the  old  cast  iron  implement, 
making  it  necessary  for  the  plo^vman  to  stop  his  team  every  tevr  yards, 
pull  out  the  plow  from  the  furrow  and  clean  it  with  a  paddle  which  he 
carried  for  that  purpose.   The  time  and  labor  consumed  by  that  extra  pro- 
cess was  so  discouraging  that  few  settlers  dared  to  take  up  the  challenge 
of  the  rich  Illinois  prairies.^ 

In  1337,  John  Deere  fashioned  a  plow  out  of  a  discarded  mill  sav; 
blade  from  which  the  earth  fell  away  of  itself;  he  called  his  plow  the 
" self-polisher . "6  Like  the  wheel,  the  horseshoe,  the  steel  pen,  ajid  the 
match,  the  steel  plow  was  a  simple  invention,  but  it  has  had  a  profound 
effect  on  the  development  of  the  West  and  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  development  of  Moline.   In  1846,  John  Deere  produced  about  a  thousand 
plows."  His  rapidly  expanding  business  made  it  desirable  to  locate  hi,s 
shop  at  a  place  affording  better  means  for  distributing  his  product  than 
he  had  at  Grand  Detour,  as  well  as  a  location  where  coal  was  readily 
available.   Moline  met  both  these  requirements,  and  in  1847  he  removed 
his  shop  to  that  town.   John  Deere  made  a  better  plow  and  the  world  beat 
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a  path  to  his  factory  door  in  Moline.   Other  business  men  were  attracted 
by  the  facilities  of  Moline,  so  that  by  1853  there  were  thirteen  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  the  town  producing,  besides  plows,  shingles, 
buckets,  barrel  staves,  sashes  and  doers,  window  blinds,  chcirs.,  and 
farm  equipment.   There  were  also  several  saw  and  grist  mills  and  paper 
mills.   In  that  year  these  industries  employed  209  workers,  the  output 
totalling  ;f520,500.   The  population  of  Moline  in  1853  was  1,400.-'- 

From  the  eighteen-f if ties  on,  increased  immigration  into  Illinois, 
expanding  industry  and  agriculture,  and  the  development  of  transporta- 
tion were  soma  of  the  additional  factors  in  the  rapid  rise  of  Moline 
from  a  small  mill  town  covering  78  acres  to  a  ci-ty  which,  in  1911, oc- 
cupied 3,506  acres. 2  j^t  present,  Moline  is  the  chief  manufacturing 
city  in  Rock  Island  Coun-by,   Among  its  prominent  manufacturing  establish- 
ments are  Deere  and  Company,  and  the  Minneapolis -Moline  Power  Implement 
Company.   Besides  farm  implements  and  tractors,  Moline  industries  pro- 
duce elevators,  scales,  furniture,  automobiles,  machinery,  boilers,  and 
a  variety  of  other  products.   In  1933,  the  51  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  Moline  manufactured  products  valued  at  $7,707,559."^ 

East  Moline 

The  yoiingest  of  the  three  industrial  cities  of  Rock  Island  County, 
East  Moline,  lying  a  few  miles  east  of  the  cities  of  Rock  Island  and 
Moline,  was  organized  in  1902.'*  It  had  the  advantage  from  the  begin- 
ning of  being  located  on  the  Rock  Island  system,  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
and  St.  Paul,  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy,  and  the  Davenport, 
Rock  Island  and  North  Vi'estern  railv;ays.5  The  harvester  department  of 
Deere  and  Company  was  established  there  and  the  combine  factory  of  the 
International  Harvester  Company.   The  city  grev;  rapidly  in  population. 
In  1910  it  was  2,665;  in  1920,  8,675;  in  1930,  10,107.^ 


1.  Rock  Island  and  Its  Surroundings  in  1853,  p.  20.   The  Chicago  news- 
paperman who  gave  these  data  in  articles  which  were  later  published 
in  a  booklet,  put  a  note  in  one  of  them,  the  substance  of  which 
rings  as  strangely  as  its  old-time  wording.   Concerning  J.  Waggoner, 
a  chair  manufacturer,  he  wrote:  "By  the  way,  Mr.  W.  will  give  liberal 
wages  and  cons-bant  employment  to  "two  chairmakers  and  one  finisher. 

If  there  be  any  such  out  of  employment  who  may  read  this  article, 
they  will  know  how  to  profit  by  it." 

2.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  672. 

3.  Biennial  Census  of  Manufacturers,  p.  4. 

4.  History  of  Rock  Island  County,  I,  686. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  31. 
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Silvis 


Silvis  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1920.   The  shops  of  the  Rock 
Island  system  are  located  there,  and  many  of  its  2,650  inhahitants  are 
employed  in  those  shoiDs. 

The  Villages 

In  addition  to  the  cities,  Rock  Island  County  has  nine  villafjes 
scattered  over  its  area:  Milan,  with  a  population  in  1930  of  883;  Coal 
Valley  with  306;  Carhon  Cliff  with  494;  Hampton  with  485;  Rapids  City 
with  199;  Andalusia  with  252;  Cordova  with  271;  Reynolds  in  Rock  IslaJid 
County  with  304  and  in  Mercer  County  13;  Port  Byron  with  587.''   In  the 
toom  that  swept  the  population  of  the  county  from  70,404  in  1910  to 
98,191  -  an  increase  of  39.46  percent  -  the  villages,  for  the  most  part, 
did  pot  share.  Although  the  first  five  mentioned  show  an  increase  for 
the  twenty-year  period,  their  combined  gain  was  less  than  half  that  of 
the  smallest  of  the  cities,  Silvis.   Likewise  the  hack-to-the-farm 
movement  incident  to  the  increased  demand  for  food  products  during  the 
World  War,  although  it  swelled  the  rural  population,  left  the  villages 
relatively  unaffected.   Because  of  the  narrowness  of  the  county  and  its 
peculiar,  almost  crescent-like  shape,  none  of  its  people  are  so  far  re- 
moved from  the  large  cities  that  they  need  depend  on  small  toi'ms  for 
their  major  trading;  thus  there  is  little  incentive  for  the  villa.ges  to 
develop  into  populous  centers.   Some  of  the  towns  date  their  establish- 
ment from  the  early  years  of  the  county's  history;  each  serves  a  local 
rural  hinterland,  and  each  has  its  place  in  the  economic  and  social 
fabric  of  the  county. 


Modern  Rock  Island  County 

In  the  one  hundred  and  ten  years'  existence  of  Rock  Island  County 
its  development  has  paralleled  closely  that  of  many  other  counties  in 
the  state  and  the  Middle  West.   It  is  a  tj^ical  American  county,  and 
its  cities  are  typical  American  cities.   On  a  reduced  scale  Rock  Island 
Co^'onty's  history  is  essentially  American  history  from  the  nineteenth 
centurj''  on. 

The  county's  settlers,  who  in  the  early  years  were  pioneers  chief- 
ly from  the  Northeastern  states,  have  been  increased  by  large  bodies  of 
immigrants  from  northern  Europe,  especially  from  Svreden.   These  inr.ii- 
grants,  who  sought  new  opportunities  in  the  West  because  of  political 
and  economic  persecution  in  their  homelands,  were  strongly  encouraged 


1.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  31. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  Ibid. 


-  37  - 
Historical  Sketch 


by  the  railroads  and  steamship  companies;  durin^i;  the  eighteen-f  if  ties 
several  of  the  states  maintained  immigra.tion  agents  and  lecturers  in 
^Surope  whose  office  was  to  entice  prospective  immigrants  to  their  lands. - 
In  the  course  of  years,  the  differences  which  marked  the  newcomers 
to  this  country  have  largely  disappeared  binder  the  impact  of  common 
experience  in  a  young  co^ontry.   Vriting  about  the  Scandinavian  ele- 
ment in  the  United  States,  Kendric  Babcock,  an  author  who  has  made 
an  intelligently  sympathetic,  yet  detached  study  of  the  subject, 
said  about  the  Swedes  that  they  are  "hard  working,  persistent,  often 
brilliant  and  capable  of  great  energy  and  endurance.   They  fit  readi- 
ly into  places  among  the  best  and  most  serviceable  of  the  Nation's 
citizens;  without  long  hammering  or  costly  chiseling  they  give 
strength  and  stability,  if  not  beauty  and  the  delicate  refinements  of 
culture,  to  the  social  and  economic  structure  of  the  United  States."^ 

The  changes  in  the  problems  of  the  farmers,  which  have  taken 
place  throughout  th.i  nation  in  the  century  past,  have  had  their  effect 
on  Rock  Island  County.   The  farmlands  which  the  rioneers  bought  from 
the  government  at  from.  75  cents  to  Si .  25  Per  acre  were  ■"■alued  in  193"^ 
at  $90.77  per  acre.  3  On  the  other  ha,nd,  certain  conditions  faced  by 
the  modern  farmer  in  Rock  Island  County  were  not  known  to  his  pioneer 
forbears.   Fifty  percent  of  the  farms  in  the  county  were  operated  by 
tenants  in  1930>  3^"^^.  U2.9  percent  of  the  owner-operated  farm.s  were 
mortgaged.   The  tax  rate  on  land  and  buildings  alone  averaged,  in  1929, 
$1.U0  per  acre.^ 

In  industry,  too,  there  have  occurred  changes  which  are  funda- 
mental in  their  nature:  the  many  small  businesses  owned  and  operated 
by  individuals  in  early  times  have,  in  the  course  of  years,  been  large- 
ly absorbed  by  corporate  interests.   According  to  the  fourteenth  United 
States  Census  of  Manufacturers,  the  value  of  r)roducts  of  manufacturers 
in  Rock  Island  County  owned  by  individuals  was  1.1  "oercent  of  the  total, 
in  1919°  owned  by  corporation,  98.5  percent.   In  that  year  there  were 
177  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  coiinty  with  an  output  valued 
at  $g6,735,6Ui.5 

That  the  changes  in  the  character  of  ownership  of  industry  had  not 
reached  its  point  of  saturation  in  1919.  and  that  Rock  Island  County  is 


1.  Charles  Kendric  Babcock,  The  Scandinavian  Element  in  the  United 
States  (Urbana:  Uni-ersity  of  Illinois,  191U),  III,  87, 8S. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  17,182. 

3.  Farm.,  Home,  and  Community,  p.  52- 
U.   Ibid.,  p.  52.53- 

5.   Fourteenth  Census  of  the  United  States  1/lanufacturers :  1919.  Illinois 
r^Tashington :  Department  of  Commerce,  Governm.ent  Printing  Office, 
1922),  table  2,  p.  5;  table  lU,  p.  25. 
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participating  in  a  trend  that  is  national  in  scope,  is  shown  by  the  re- 
sults of  a  survey  made  in  1938,  published  in  the  Chicago  Daily  News. 
"American  'big  business'  rounded  out  an  unparalleled  twenty-year  period 
of  expansion  in  1938  ....   Surviving  even  the  economic  lean  years  that 
followed  the  stock  market  collapse  of  1929,  the  growth  of  the  nation's 
commercial  giants  has  gone  forward  steadily  since  the  beginning  of  the 
post-war  deflation  in  1919.   Today  there  are  26  financial  and  commercial 
enterprises  in  the  United  States  with  assets  of  more  than  $100,000,000 
each.   On  Dec.  31,  1938,  their  combined  assets  amounted  to  $51,641,999,617. 
In  1919  there  were  only  six  corporations  in  the  billion-dollar  category 
and  their  assets  totaled  less  than  $10,000,000,000.   By  the  end  of  1929 
there  were  20  'billionaires'  with  combined  resources  of  more  than 
$40,000,000,000."! 

How  the  depression  years  have  affected  the  v/age  earners  is  indicat- 
ed by  figures  in  the  Department  of  Commerce  Census  of  Manufacturers,  tak- 
ing Moline  as  a  typical  industrial  city.   The  average  number  of  \ia.gc 
earners  in  that  city  dropped  from  5,499  in  1929,  to  2,162  in  1933.   In 
the  same  years,  respectively,  their  combined  wages  dropped  from  $7,920,899 
to  $1,776,198.^ 

In  1933,  the  property  of  Rock  Island  Coiinty  was  assessed  at 
$69,407,000;  the  tax  levy  for  the  same  year  was  $3,292,900.'^   In  spite, 
however,  of  this  great  rise  in  v/ealth  in  the  short  history  of  the  county, 
the  problems  faced  by  the  officials  of  the  county  are  as  different  in 
their  way  from  what  they  were  in  the  early  years  as  the  problems  of  the 
farmers,  workers,  and  business  men.   In  1939,  Rock  Island  County's  share 
of  the  national  debt  was  $32,342,151.58,  or  66  percent  of  its  1938  real 
estate  value. ^   In  some  of  the  counties  in  the  state  the  share  of  the 
national  debt  is  well  above  100  percent  of  the  real  estate  valuation. 

In  the  field  of  education  in  the  county  the  late  years  have  shown 
a  marked  progress.   High  school  graduates  have  increased  from  516  in 
1930,  to  757  in  1934.5  Figures  on  the  percentage  of  illiterates  in 
the  county  in  its  early  years  are  not  available;  in  1930,  there  was 
the  low  figure  of  1.6  percent. 


1.  Chicago  Daily  News,  August  10,  1939. 

2.  Biennial  Census  of  Manufactures:  1935,  Illinois  (Washington:  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1933,  typed),  p.  4. 

3 .  General  Property  Tax  Levies,  Collection  and  Delinquency  By  Counties, 
State  of  Illinois  (Yfashington: Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  1933,  mimeographed),  p.  7. 

4.  Chicago  Daily  News,  August  4,  1939. 

5.  Farm,  Home,  and  Community,  p.  61. 
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Thus,  in  the  comparatively  brief  spr.ce  of  one  hundred  and  ten  years, 
the  civilization  of  Rock  Island  County  has  undergone  a  considerable 
evolution.   The  man  with  the  ax  and  flintlock  rifle,  the  agricultural 
m.an,  whose  chief  adversaries  were  the  forces  of  nature,  had  given  way 
in  three  generations  to  the  economic  man,  vitally  affected  by  complicated 
social  and  economic  forces  less  comprehensible  than  those  of  nature.  From 
a  simple  pioneer  whose  life  was  bounded  by  his  interest  in  agriculture  and 
early  American  politics,  he  has  become  the  critically  aware  individual  of 
our  day,  intelligently  participating  in  the  complexities  of  our  contemporary 
culture. 
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2.      GOVEENlviENTAL  ORGANIZATION  AND  RSCOEDS   SYSTEM 


Introduction 

The  county  in  Illinois  is  a  corporate  ■body-'-  and  an  administrative 
unit  of  the  state;  its  governmental  organization  is  at  all  times  largely 
an  expression  of  this  dual  nature. 

The  growth  of  the  county  as  a  body  politic  is  reflected,  in  each  of 
the  state's  three  constitutional  periods,  in  a  progressive  expansion  of 
the  powers  which  may  hy  law  he  exercised  by  the  county  hoard,  and  in  the 
creation  of  new,  and  the  extension  of  existing,  county  offices.  The  latter 
phase  of  growth  in  Rock  Island  County  and  in  others  similarly  organized 
at  present,  has  also  been  affected  by  the  adoption  of  township  organiza- 
tion, which  for  the  first  time  constituted  the  civil  towns  as  an  addition- 
al level  of  government. 

An  analogous  development  appears  in  the  state's  invasion  of  new  fields 
of  government  and  the  extension  of  the  county's  role  as  its  agent.  Orig- 
inally, the  county  performed  but  a  single  important  function  for  the  state, 
that  of  collecting  its  share  of  the  taxes  levied  within  the  county.   Since 
then,  however,  education,  public  health,  registration  of  vital  statistics, 
public  assistance,  and  many  similar  if  less  important  matters  have  entered 
the  province  of  state  control  or  supervision.  To  affect  this  control,  new 
governmental  units,  subcounty  districts  of  various  types,  have  come  into 
existence  or  have  been  converted  to  new  purposes;  the  county,  because  of 
its  intermediate  position,  has  become  more  important  as  a  medium  of  that 
control. 

Thus  the  complete  operation  of  county  government  in  Illinois  brings 
into  play  a  number  of  partly  distinct  authorities.   Their  relationships, 
at  any  time,  are  complex.   The  changing  governmental  organization  of  Rock 
Island  County,  therefore,  is  easiest  traced  from  the  viewpoint  of  the 
major  fionctions  of  county  government. 


General  Administration 

General  administrative  jurisdiction  over  county  business  has  always 
been  vested  in  the  countv  board.   Under  the  first  constitution,  for  all 
counties,  the  county  commissioners'  court  acted  as  the  county  board. "^   It 
was  expressly  declared  to  have  no  original  or  appellate  jurisdiction  in 


1.   R.L.1827,  p.  107;  R.S.1845,  p.  130;  R.S.1874,  p.  305. 

?..        Cnnstitiitinn    nf    1  ft!  R       "^r-horSnl  o       oo^       A-     T.    1  fil  Q      n       1  7.R    1  7r 
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civil  or  criminal  actions,  "but  had  all  power  necessary  to  the  exercise 
of  its  jurisdiction  in  cases  concerning  the  public  affairs  of  the  county 
collectively. ■'■  The  commissioners  were  constitutional  officers,^  and 
elected;*^  the  court  existed  solely  hy  statutory  provision.   Attached 
to  it  in  a  ministerial  capacity  was  the  independent  statutory  office 
of  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court, ^  at  first  filled  at  the 
appointment  of  the  court,"  later  by  election." 

Under  the  second  constitution,  the  newly  created  county  court  suc- 
ceeded to  the  position  of  the  county  commissioners'  court.   As  an  ad- 
ministrative body,^  it  was  composed  of  the  coTinty  judge,  an  elected,  con- 
stitutional officer,-'-'-'  and  two  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  at  large. ■'-•'■ 
Another  new  office,  that  of  clerk  of  the  coiinty  court,  was  created  to  pro- 
vide it  with  a  ministerial  officer;  the  clerk  also  was  elected. ■'■'^ 

The  Constitution  of  1848  also  made  provision,  for  the  first  time, 
for  an  optional  form  of  county  government.-'-*^  The  subsequent  enabling 
actsl4  -provided  that  whenever  the  voters  of  a  county  might  so  determine, 
that  county  should  adopt  township  organization;  one  of  the  principal  re- 
sults of  such  a  change  was  to  alter  the  form  of  the  county  board. ^^  Rock 
Island  County  so  elected  in  1856,  and  in  1857  the  county  court  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  board  of  supervisors,  composed  of  members  elected,  one  in  each 
of  the  several  townships. ^^  The  clerk  of  the  county  court  ^7as  required 
by  law  to  act  as  the  ministerial  officer  of  the  nev,'  county  board. 1'''  In 


1.  L.1819,   p.    176. 

2.  Constitution  of  1818,    Schedule,    sec.    4. 

3.  L.1819,   p.    99;   L.1821,    p.    80;   R.L.1837,    p.    103,104. 

4.  L.1819,    p.    175, 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  R.L.1837,    p.    49;    L.1845,    p.    28. 

8.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  65. 

9.  The  county  court  was  also  a  court  of  law.   For  its  jurisdiction  as 
such,  see  Administration  of  Justice,  Courts,  p.  46. 

10.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17. 

11.  Ibid.,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  65,66. 

12.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  63, 

13.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6. 

14.  The  original  enabling  act  of  1849  (L.1849,  p.  190-224)  was  repealed 
two  years  later  by  a  more  comprehensive  but  essentially  similar  law 
(L.1851,  p.  35-78). 

15.  Other  effects  of  the  change,  within  the  sphere  of  county  government 
proper,  appear  with  regard  to  the  taxation  procedure.   See  Finances, 
p.  43. 

16.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L.1851,  p.  38,50-52; 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  5. 

17.  L.1849,  p.  203;  L.1851,  p.  52. 
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1872,  however,  that  clerk  was  replaced  by  a  new  officer,  the  county  clerk, 
whose  office  had  heen  created  and  made  elective,  by  the  third  constitu- 
tion,! and  who  was  required  by  law  to  act  as  ministerial  officer  for  the 
county  board.   Another  significa.nt  change  in  the  form  of  the  county  board 
has  been  the  addition  to  its  membership  of  assistant  supervisors,  elected 
from  the  various  towns  on  the  basis  of  population;3  the  assistant  super- 
visors have  no  powers  or  duties  as  town  officers,  but  are  members  of  the 
county  board  and  as  such  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  rights  as  other  mem- 
bers.^ 

The  Constitution  of  1870  also  provided  a  new  form  of  county  board  in 
coionties  not  under  township  organization.   This  board  was  to  be  composed 
of  three  officers,  styled  comimissioners,  who  would  transact  all  county 
business  as  provided  by  law. 5  Subsequent  legislation  granted  to  the  board 
of  coTonty  commissioners  all  powers  and  duties  formerly  exercised  by  the 
co\inty  court  when  acting  in  its  administrative  capacity.    These  laws  were 
ineffective  in  Rock  Island  since  this  county  has  retained  township  organi- 
zation since  its  adoption  in  1856- 

Concurrent  with  the  changing  organization  of  the  county  board  is  an 
expansion  of  its  functions  without,  however,  considerable  extension  beyond 
the  original  jurisdiction  conferred  ucon  the  county  commissioners'  court. 
The  authority  of  that  body  extended  to  the  imposition  and  regulation  of 
taxes, 7  a  limited  but  increasing  management  of  county  procerty,^  and  a 
growing  fiscal  control,  stringent  in  regard  to  tax  collections, 9  sporadic 
in  its  check  on  the  expenditures  of  other  county  offices. 1^  The  court  ad- 
ditionally had  pov/er  to  appoint  judges  of  election, -1  select  juries,  ■'-^  and, 
with  limitations,  to  rirovide  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads 
and  bridges.  ^3  Poor  relief  ■'■  and  a  tentative  supervison  of  education^S 
also  fell  within  its  general  administrative  jurisdiction. 


1.  Constitution  of  187"^,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

2.  R.S.lg7U,  p.  322. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  1080;  1.1923,  d.  605;  L.I929,  p.  77U;  L.1931,  p.  905-10; 
L.1933.  t).  1115,1116. 
R.S.187U,  p.  logo. 

Constitution  of  187'^.  Art.  X,  sec.  6. 
L. 1873-7^.  p.  79. 
L.I819,  p.  175- 

Ibid.,  p.  237,238;  L.I8U2-U3,  p.  128. 

L.I8I9.  P-  238,318;  L.1823,  p.  208;  R.L.1827,  p.  373,375;  R.L.lg29. 
p.  121;  L.18U2-h3,  p.  112;  L.I8U5,  p.  11,12. 
R.L.1827,  p.  366;  L.I831,  p.  175. 
L.igi9,  p.  90. 

Ibid.,    p.    255;   L.lg23,    p.    182. 
Either  by   calling  on    the  able-bodied  men  of   the  county   for  labor,    or 

by   raising  bond  issues  by   subscription   (L.1819,    p.    333. 33^.  336.337i3'+3 : 
L.1821,    D.    167;    L.1825,    p.    I3C-33). 
lU.     L.I819,  p.  127;  L.I 839,  r).  138,139. 

15.      R.S.I8U5,    p.    500,501. 
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The  effect  of  subsequent  legislation,  in  the  main,  has  only  "been  to 
"broaden  that  jurisdiction.   The  county  "board  has  "been  given  full  power  to 
purchase,  contract  for,  dispose  of,  and  make  regulations  concerning  all 
real  and  personal  property  of  the  county.-^  Until  1932  it  was  required  to 
audit  all  claims  against  the  co\inty  and  the  accounts  of  such  offices  as 
were  not  provided  for  "by  law. 2  Otherwise,  the  changes  in  form  of  the 
county  hoard  in  Rock  Island  County  have  not  materially  affected  the  gen- 
eral administrative  .jurisdiction  of  that  hody."^ 


Finances 

In  Illinois  counties,  there  has  always  "been  a  close  relationship  he- 
tween  the  taxation  processes  and  fiscal  control.   This  circumstance,  as 
well  as  frequent  evidence  of  the  county  hoard's  ultimate  control  in  such 
matters,  appears  in  a  resume  of  the  legal  status  and  duties  of  the  officers 
involved. 

Taxation 

The  assessment  fiuiction  in  ta.xation  was  delegated  hy  the  first  General 
Assembly  to  the  county  treasurer,  a  statutory  officer  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners'  court.'*  The  administrative  body,  within  statutory 
limits,  fixed  the  amount  of  the  levy,  v;hile  the  value  of  many  categories 
of  real  and  personal  property  was  fixed  by  law;  however,  a  limited  discre- 
tion v/as  left  to  the  assessing  officer.^   In  1825  assessments  were  made  by 
the  county  assessor,  also  an  appointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court." 
This  duty  reverted  to  the  county  treasurer  in  182?"^  and  continued  to  be 
vested  in  that  office  until  1839,  when  the  General  Assembly  provided  for 
the  appointment  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  district  assessors, 
not  to  exceed  one  in  every  justice's  district.   The  earlier  system  was 
reestablished  in  1844,  with  the  treasurer,  however,  now  having  the  status 


1.  L.1849,  p.  202;  L.1851,  p.  50,51;  L.1861,  p.  235,236;  R.S.1874,  p.  306, 
307;  L.1911,  p.  245,246;  L.1925.  p.  304,305;  L.1937,  p.  453,454. 

2.  L.1849,  p.  202;  L.1851,  p.  51.   In  1911  provision  was  made  for  the 
election  of  an  auditor  in  counties  with  a  population  of  seventy-five 
thousand  or  more.  Rock  Island  County  attained  the  population  minimum 
in  1920,  however,  the  office  of  auditor  rus  not  established  until  1932. 

3.  Cf.  this  running  summary  rith  R.S.1874,  p.  306,307,  and  R.S.1937. 
p.  910-12.  

4.  L.1819.  p.  315. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  313,319;  L.1825,  p.  173;  L.1839,  p.  4-6;  L.1840,  p.  4; 
L.ie45,  p.  6.      '  

6.  L.1825.  p.  173. 

7.  R.L.1827.  p.  330. 

8.  L.1839,  p.  4. 
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of  ex-officio  county  assessor. •'■   Since  1857,  the  date  of  the  institution 
of  tovmship  organization  in  Rock  Island  County,  the  assessment  function 
has  been  performed  on  the  lower  governmental  level  "by  town  assessors, 
elected  one  in  each  tovmship.   Today,  the  principal  duties  of  the  assess- 
ing officers,  taken  together,  are  to  "bring  up  to  date  each  year  the  peri- 
odic assessment  of  real  property,  to  take  current  lists  of,  and  appraise 
personal  property  and  special  categories  of  other  property.    The  treas- 
urer now  has  the  status  of  ex-officio  supervisor  of  assessments,^ 

Before  the  creation  of  a  hoard  of  review,  the  functions  tvhich  today 
fall  within  its  scope  were  performed,  in  substance,  by  various  officers. 
In  the  first  constitutional  period,  it  was  left  to  interested  individuals 
or  parties  to  report  property  omitted  from  assessment;  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  could  hear  appeals  from  assessments,  hut  there  was  no  pro- 
vision for  their  equalization  by  districts, ^„  In  1849  it  was  provided  that 
appeals  were  to  be  made  to  the  coxinty  court, °  After  the  institution  of 
township  organization  in  1857,  tov/n  boards  were  empowered  to  review  the 
assessments  within  their  own  jurisdiction,  and  the  county  board  was  re- 
quired to  meet  annually  to  assess  omitted  property,  review  assessments 
upon  complaint,  and  equalize  valuations  between  towns.    In  1898  this 
authority  of  the  county  board  was  transferred  to  the  newly  created  board 
of  reviev;,  composed  of  the  chairman  cf  the  county  board  as  ex-officio 
chairman,  the  county  clerk  as  ex-officio  clerk,  and  an  additional  member 
appointed  by  the  county  judge.   In  1923  the  county  clerk  was  replaced  by 
another  member  appointed  by  the  county  judge;   the  board  of  review  now 
appoints  its  ov.ti  clerk. ■'■'^ 

The  collection  function  was  originally  performed  in  all  counties  by 
the  sheriff,  an  elected  constitutional  officer.    Its  nature  has  changed 
little  since  that  time.  Essentially,  the  collecting  officer  collects  taxes 
according  to  information  originating  outside  his  jurisdiction,  pays  over 
such  sums  to  authorities  designated  by  statute  to  receive  them,  and  reports 


1.  L.1843,  p.  231.   Effective  in  1844. 

2.  L.1849,  p.  192;  1.1851,  p.  38;  L. 1871-72,  p.  20-24. 

3.  L.1853,  p.  15,17;  L. 1871-72,  p.  11,14,15,19,23;  L.1S73,  p.  51;  L.1879, 
p.  241-45;  L.1881,  p.  133,134;  L.1885,  p.  234;  1.1895,  p.  300,301; 
L.1905,  p.  360;  L.1915,  p.  568;  L.1923,  p.  495,500;  L. 1931-32,  First 
Sp.  Sess.,  p.  69. 

4.  L.1898,  p.  36-44. 

5.  L.1819,  p.  316;  R.L.1827.  p.  330;  L.1839,  p.  7;  L.1845,  p.  8. 

6.  L.1S49,  p.  65. 

7.  L.1851,  p.  56,57;  L. 1871-72.  p.  21,22,24,25. 

8.  L.1898,  p.  46. 

9.  L,1923,  p,  496;  L.1932,  First  Sp.  Sess..  p.  71.72. 

10.  L.1923,  p.  496,497. 

11.  Constitution  of  1813,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  L.1819,  p.  316, 
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on  payments  of  taxes  and  delinquencies.-'-  In  1839,  by  a  development  anal- 
ogous to  that  which  occurred  with  regard  to  assessments,  the  ccanty  coard 
extended  its  control  to  appoint  a  regular  co^onty  collector. 2  Soon  after, 
the  law  reverted  to  the  earlier  situation,  with  the  sheriff  acting  as  ex- 
officio  collector. '^  This  situation  continued  until  the  institution  of 
township  organization  when  to^m  collectors  were  elected,  one  in  each  town- 
ship,'* and  the  county  treasurer  'becaine  ex-officio  county  collector. ^  The 
town  officers  paid  over  their  collections  directly  to  the  county  officer, 
and  supplied  the  basic  information  for  the  latter' s  summary  report  of 
collections  in  the  county. 6  in  1917  the  town  office  of  collector  was 
abolished  in  counties  the  size  of  Rock  Island,  and  the  county  collector 
became  ex-officio  town  collector,  assuming  all  duties  previously  assigned 
to  the  latter  officer.''' 

Coordination  of  the  taxation  processes  has  always  been  effected  by 
the  county  clerk  or  his  predecessors.   The  assessment  books  are  made  out 
by  the  clerk,  and  returned  to  him  by  the  assessor;  sim.ilarly,  the  collec- 
tor reports  on  collections  on  delinquent  property;  finally,  the  treas- 
urer's receipts  to  the  collector  for  taxes  paid  come  into  his  possession, 
and  the  centralization  of  records  concerning  the  basic  taxation  procedure 
is  completed. S 

Fiscal  Control 

Tlie  fiduciary  function  in  county  finances  is  performed  by  the  county 
treasurer  alone.   The  duties  of  the  office  have  remained  substantially  the 
same  since  its  creation;  namelj^,  to  receive,  principally  from  the  collectors 
of  taxes,  the  revenue  of  the  county;  to  have  custody  of  its  f-onds;  and  to 
disburse  funds  only  on  specific  authorization  by  law,  or  in  accordance  with 
the  order  of  the  county  board. 9  Through  this  last  requirement,  and  that  of 


1.  L.1819,  p.  316-18;  L.1851,  p.  182,183;  R.L.1827.  p.  332,333;  R.L.1829, 
p.  121-23;  L.1851,  p.  125;  R.L.1837,  p.  581,532;  L.1839,  p.  7-12; 
1.1845,  p.  234;  L.1845,  p.  11;  L.1847,  v.    81;  L. 1871-72,  p.  55,57,58. 

2.  L. 1833-39,  p.  7. 

3.  L.1843,  p.  234. 

4.  L.1849,  p.  192;  L.1851,  p.  58.  Rock  Island  county  electorate  adopted 
township  organization  in  1S56,  but  the  change  was  not  effective  ^ontil 
1357. 

5.  L.1855,  p.  67. 

6.  L. 1371-72,  p.  41,56,57. 

7.  L.1917,  p.  793. 

8.  L.1819,  p.  517;  R.L.1327,  p.  575;  R.L.1837,  p.  582;  L.1339,  p.  S-12; 
L.1S40,  p.  5;  L.1S45,  p.  9,11;  L.1855,  p.  71,111;  L. 1871-72,  p.  32, 
34,35,46,56-58;  L. 1373-74,  p.  51;  L.1911,  p.  485;  L.1917,  p.  554; 
L.1919.  p.  765;  L.1951,  p.  747. 

9.  L.1819.  p.  315,516;  R.S.1845.  p.  138;  L.1361,  p.  239;  R.S.1874,  p.  323, 
324. 
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the  trer.surer  to  report  periodically  to  the  hoard  on  the  transactions  of  his 
office,  in  addition  to  his  regular  settlement  with  it,  the  lines  of  financial 
authority  once  more  le?d  to  the  county  hoard. ^ 

The  office  of  co-unty  auditor,  in  counties  under  township  organization 
of  more  than  seventy-five  thousand  and  less  than  three-hundred  thousand  in- 
havitejits,  was  first  created  in  1911.^  This  officer  was  charged  with  such 
duties  as  auditing  claims  against  the  county,  collecting  information  on  the 
cost  of  maintcnajice  of  county  institutions,  and  approving  orders  for  sup- 
plies.  Recommendations  and  reports  were  to  be  made  to  the  county  hoard. 
Rock  Island  County  attained  the  population  minimum  in  1920,   However,  the 
office  was  not  established  until  1932. 


Administration  of  Justice 


Courts 


Justice,  in  Illinois  counties,  has  been  administered  by  a  constantly 
increasing  number  of  bodies.   The  Constitution  of  1818  vested  the  judicial 
powers  of  the  state  in  a  Supreme  Court  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
General  Assembly  should  ordain  and  establish;  required  the  Supreme  Court 
justices  to  hold  circuit  courts  in  the  several  counties;  and  provided  for 
the  appointment,  in  such  manner  and  with  such  powers  and  duties  as  the 
General  Assembly  should  direct,  of  a  competent  number  of  justices  of  the 
peace  in  each  county."^ 

Federal  statutes  already  allowed  circuit  courts,  in  all  states,  juris- 
diction over  the  naturalization  of  aliens;^  the  first  state  legislature  ad- 
ditionally conferred  jurisdiction  over  all  causes  at  common  law  and  chancery 
and  over  all  ca-ses  of  treason,  felony,  and  other  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 5 
The  legislature  further  required  that  two  terms  of  a  circuit  court  be  held 
in  each  coxmty  pjinur.lly  by  one  of  the  Supreme  Court  justices,^  but  in  1824 
provision  was  made  for  the  holding  of  circuit  courts  by  separate  circuit 
court  judges,  to  bo  appointed,  as  were  the  Supreme  Court  justices,  by  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  hold  office  during  good  behavior."^ 


1.  L.1819,  p.  318;  R.L.1837,  p.  582,583;  L.1845,  p.  33;  R.S.1845,  p.  138, 
139:  L.1861,  p.  239,240;  R.S.1874,  p.  323,324. 

2.  L.1911.  p.  242,243. 

3.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec.  1,4,8. 

4.  2.  U.S.S.L.  153-55. 

5.  L.1819,  p.  380. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  378. 

7.  L.1824,  p.  41.   The  Constitution  of  1818,  which  had  required  that 
Supreme  Court  justices  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  further 
provided  that  they  should  not,  after  the  first  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture subsequent  to  January  1,  1824,  hold  circuit  courts  unless  required 
to  do  so  by  law  (Art.  IV,  sec.  4). 
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In  1827  the  G-eneral  Assembly  repealed  the  1824  law,  and  again  provided  for 
circuit  courts  to  be  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices.   At  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature,  when  a  new  circuit  was  established^  provision  was  made 
for  the  appointment  of  a  circuit  judge  to  act  therein."^  At  that  time,  there- 
fore, the  circuit  courts  were  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices  in  four  judicial 
circuits  and  by  a  circuit  judge  in  the  fifth.   A  change  was  made  again  in 
1835,  when  povver  to  hold  circuit  courts  ?/as  talcen  awny  from  the  Supreme 
Court  justices  and  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  five  circuit 
judges,  in  addition  to  the  one  already  authorized,  to  hold  circuit  courts.'* 
The  six  judicial  circuits  existing  at  that  time  were  supplemented  during 
the  next  few  years  by  the  creation  of  new  circuits,^  so  that  they  numbered 
nine  in  1841  when  the  office  of  circuit  judge  was  again  abolished  and  the 
Supreme  Court  justices,  also  increased  to  nine,  were  required  to  hold  cir- 
cuit courts." 

The  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  was  limited  by  law  to  jurisdic- 
tion in  specified  civil  cases  and  in  misdemeanors,  with  appeals  allowed 
from  their  judgments  to  the  circuit  court. "^  The  power  of  appointment,  the 
legislature  at  first  reserved  to  itself;^  in  1827,  however,  justices  of  the 
peace  were  required  to  be  elected,  two  in  each  of  such  districts  as  should 
be  determined  within  statutory  limits  by  the  county  commissioners'  court. 

Jurisdiction  over  probate  matters  was  at  the  outset  delegated  to  the 
county  commissioners'  court. -^"^  By  act  of  the  next  G-eneral  Assembly,  it  was 
transferred  to  the  court  of  probate,-^-'-  consisting  in  each  county  of  one 
judge  appointed  by  the  ileneral  Assembly. -'-2  As  a  result  of  the  substitution 
in  1837  of  probate  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  judges  of  probate,  •'■'^  juris- 


1.  R.L.1827,  p.  118,119. 

2.  R.L.1829,  p.  38. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  42,48. 

4.  L.1835,  p.  150. 

5.  L.1837,  p.  113;  L. 1838-39,  p.  155. 

6.  L.1841,  p.  173. 

7.  L.1819,  p.  185,192,195. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  22. 

9.  R.L.1827,  p.  255,256.   Since  1821,  however,  the  county  commissioners' 
court  had  been  required  to  establish  such  districts,  which  also  con- 
stituted general  election  precincts  (L.1821,  p.  74).   For  changes  in 
the  statutory  limitations  of  this  power  of  the  court,  see  R.L.1827, 
p.  255,  and  R.L.1829,  p.  93. 

10.  L.1819.  p.  223-33. 

11.  L.1821,  p.  121. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.  119.   The  Constitution  of  1818  (Art.  IV,  sec.  4)  had  also 
designated  this  manner  of  election  for  judges  of  all  inferior  courts. 

13.  L.1837,  p.  176,177. 
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diction  over  pro'be.te  natters  for  the  first  time  vra.s  placed  in  the  hands  of 
elected  officers. - 

The  county  court  vras  the  creation  of  tho  second  consituticn, ^  which 
also  made  circuit  judces  eloctsd  officers,^  ''.Vith  regard  to  the  new  court, 
it  was  further  provided  by  law  that  it  should  be  held  in  each  county  by  a 
single  elected  officar,  tho  county  judge, ^  Its  authority  v:as  extended  to 
jurisdiction  in  all  probate  matters,  and  to  such  jurisdiction  in  civil  and 
criminal  cases  as  might  be  conferred  by  the  General  Assembly,^   In  pursu- 
ance of  tliis  latter  provision,  the  county  court  v/as  first  given  tho  same 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  justices  of  the  peace; ^  at  the  scjao 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  however,  it  was  declared  tliat  county 
judges  when  exorcising  this  jurisdiction,  acted  only  in  the  capacity  of 
justices  of  the  pcc.ce.'^  Until  the  next  constitutional  period,  the  coun- 
ty court,  as  such,  vfas  given  jurisdiction  only  in  a  limited  nxmiber  of  spe- 
cial actions;^  it  was  hovrevcr,  considered  entitled  to  equal  jurisdiction 
vri-th  the  circuit  court  over  natt\ralization,"   In  this  same  period,  pro- 
vision vjtis  mc;dc  for  increasing,  on  the  basis  of  population,  the  number  of 
justices  of  the  peace  to  be  elected  in  each  district.   In  Hock  Island  Coun- 
ty, and  others  similarly  organized,  one  additional  justice  of  the  peace  is 
now  elected  for  evcr;,^  one  thousand  iiihabitants  exceeding  two  thousand  in- 
habitants in  each  toiTn.-^ 

Provision  vra.s  first  made  by  the  Constitution  of  1870  for  the  estab- 
lishment by  tho  General  Assembly  of  an  independent  probato  court  in  each 
county  having  a  population  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  inhabitants.    As 
first  established  by  statute,  the  now  courts  vrere  to  be  formed  in  counties 
of  one  hundred  thousand  or  more  inhabitants.^^  This  population  requirement 
Vv-us  loivorcd  to  seventy  thousand  in  1831.13  The   population  of  Rock  Island 


1,  The  Constitution  of  1818  (Art.  TV,  sec,  8)  had  reserved  to  tho  General 
Assembly  the  right  to  proscribe  the  manner  of  appointment  of  justices 
of  the  peace, 

2,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  1,16. 

3,  Ibid,,  Art,  V,  sec,  7^15. 

4,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  17, 

5,  Ibid,,  Art,  V,  sec.  18, 

6,  L.1849,  p.  65, 

7«   Ibid,,  Second  Sess.,  p.  15, 

8,  L.1849,  p.  65,66;  L.1S53,  p,  105 j  L.1361,  p,  171,172, 

9,  2  U.S.S.L.  155, 

10,  L.1654,    p.   30,     ITo  more   tiian  five   justices,    hovravcr,   may  be  elected 
from  any  toTra  or  election  precinct, 

11,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  VI,    sec,   20, 

12,  L.1877,   p,   79,30, 

13,  L.ie8l,  p.  72,   In  1933,  the  act  of  1877  v.'as  further  r-icndcd  to  mr,ke 
the  establishment  of  an  independent  probate  court  mandatory  in  counties 
hr.ving  a  population  of  eighty-five  thousand  or  more,  and  optional  in 
counties  having  a  population  of  betirecn  seventy  thousand  and  eighty- 
five  thousand  (L,1933,  p,  458), 
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County  reached  this  figure  in  1910,  ajid  a  separate  probate  court  was  es- 
tablished in  the  county  in  the  same  year.-'-  The  county  coiirt,  ea.rly  in  this 
period,  was  given  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  ap- 
peals from  justices  of  the  poace;2  its  original  jurisdiction  was  extended 
to  be  equal  vdth  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  all  that  class  of  cases  cogni- 
zable by  justices  of  the  peace*^  and  involving  in  controversy  sums  not  ex- 
ceeding $500.'*  In  19C6,  however,  it  lost  its  naturalization  jurisdiction 
since  it  failed  to  meet  the  additional  requirement  of  Federal  legislation 
that  it  possess  jurisdiction  at  law  without  limitation  upon  a.mounts  in  con- 
troversy.  The  present  constitution,  also,  for  the  first  time,  directed 
the  manner  in  which  the  General  Assembly  should  establish  judicial  circuits, 
requiring  that  circuits  be  formed  of  contiguous  counties  e.nd  that  they 
should  not  exceed  in  number  one  circuit  for  every  one  hundred  thousand  of 
population  of  the  state. ^  At  present  there  are  eighteen  circuits  in 
Illinois,  and  Rock  Island  County  is  attached  to  the  fourteenth  circuit.''' 

Clerks  of  Courts 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  londcr  the  Constitution  of  1818,  was 
to  be  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  that  court. ^   Since  1849, 
however,  by  provisions  of  the  constitutions  of  1848  and  1870,  the  office 
has  been  filled  by  election.^  The  office  of  clerk  of  the  county  court, 
which  wa.s  an  independent  elective  office  imder  the  second  constitution,-'-^ 
is  now  filled  in  an  ex-officio  capacity  by  the  county  clerk-'--'-  who  is  also 
required  by  constitutional  provision  to  be  elected. ^^  The  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  which  for  a  brief  period  hold  jurisdiction  over  probate 
matters,  had  its  cvm   clerk  who  was  at  that  time  appointed  by  the  court. -'-•^ 
Probate  judges  rjid  justices  of  the  pea.ce  who  subsequently  hold  probate 
jurisdiction,  were  required  to  act  r.s  their  own  clerks.-'-   "('ith  the  tra-ns- 
fer  of  probate  jurisdiction  to  the  county  court,  the  clerk  of  the  county 


1.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.1377,  p.  80;  L.1881,  p.  72. 

2.  R.S. 1874,  p.  340;  L.1877,  p.  77;  L.1895,  p.  212,223. 

3.  The  jurisdiction  of  justices  has  also  been  progressively  increased 
during  this  period.   See  L. 1871-72,  p.  524;  L.1895,  p.  189,190;  L.1917, 
p.  562,563;  L.1929,  p.  541,542. 

4.  L. 1871-72,  p.  325. 

5.  34  U.S.S.L.  596. 

6.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  13. 

7.  L.1933,  p.  436. 

8.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec.  6. 

9.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21,29;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X, 
sec.  8. 

10.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19. 

11.  R.S. 1874,  p.  260. 

12.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

13.  L.1819,  p.  175. 

14.  L.1821.  p.  119,120;  L.1837,  p.  177,178. 
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court  was  required  to  keep,  separately,  records  of  protate  proceedings 
and  'business.^  In  Rock  Island  County  since  1910,  a  clerk  of  the  probate 
court  has  "been  elected  by  the  county  electorate  at  the  same  time  and  for 
the  same  term  of  office  as  the  probate  judge.   Justices  of  the  peace 
have  always  been  required  to  keep  their  records  in  person. 

Ministerial  Officers 

The  principal  ministerial  officer  of  all  courts  of  record  in  Illinois 
counties  is  the  sheriff.   The  first  constitution  provided  that  the  sheriff 
sho-uld  be  elected.'^  Later,  in  1827,  statutory  provision  was  made  for  the 
appointment  of  deputies  by  the  principal  officer;^  since  1870,  the  number 
of  deputies  that  the  sheriff  may  appoint  is  determined  by  rule  of  the  cir- 
cuit court. ^  The  ministerial  duties  of  the  sheriff  have  undergone  little 
change  in  more  than  one  hundred  years.  Essentially  he  is  to  attend,  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record  in  the  county,  obeying  the  or- 
ders and  directions  of  the  court,  and  to  serve,  execute,  and  return  all 
writs,  warrants,  process,  orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him. 

The  coroner  was  originally  given  equal  power  with  the  sheriff  as  a 
ministerial  officer  of  the  courts.^  Ke  was  also  required  to  serve  all 
process  in  any  suit  in  which  the  sheriff  was  an  interested  party^  and  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  sheriff  when  that  office  was  vacant. 1° 
The  last  two  functions  are  still  incumbent  upon  the  coroner. 

Justices  of  the  peace  are  served  similarly  in  a  ministerial  capacity 
by  constables.  Not  until  1870  was  the  office  of  constable  given  constitu- 
tional recognition;-^^  at  its  creation  by  the  first  General  Assembly,  the 
county  commissioners'  court  was  empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more  constables 


1.  L.1849.  p.  56. 

2.  L.1877,  p.  82. 

3.  L.1819,  p.  185-97  (no  specific  record-keeping  requirement  listed  among 
general  duties  of  Justices),  326  (establishing  fees  to  be  paid  Justices 
for  keeping  records);  R.L.1827,  p.  260  (becomes  definite  provision  for 
Justices  to  keep  own  records) ;  L.1895,  p.  221,222. 

4.  Constitution  of  1618,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11. 

5.  R.L.1827,  p.  373. 

6.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

7.  L.1819,  p.  Ill;  R.S.1874.  p.  990,991. 

8.  L.1819,  p.  111. 

9.  L.1821,  p.  20-33. 

10.  R.L.1827,  p.  372,373. 

11.  R.S.1874,  p.  282.   Despite  the  absence  from  the  present  law  of  statu- 
tory provision  for  the  coroner  to  serve  process  originally  directed  to 
him  (R.S.1874,  p.  281,282),  the  courts  have  held  that  he  may  so  do,  an 
emergency  being  presumed  to  exist  without  need  for  the  process  to  recite 
reason  for  its  issuance  to  the  coroner  (20  111.  185;  57  111.  268). 

12.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  21. 
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in  each,  tomiship;-'-  in  1827  it  was  -orovided  that  ivjo   constahles  should  be 
elected  in  each  justice  of  the  peace  district.    Since  that  date,  subse- 
quent legislation  has  grouped  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  in  all 
provisions  regarding  their  election.*^  Constables,  like  sheriffs  and  coro- 
ners, have  always  been  required  to  serve  and  execute  all  process  legally 
directed  to  them;^  process  issuing  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  court, 
however,  may  be  directed  only  to  seme  constp.ble  of  the  same  county.^ 

Prosecutions 

The  duty  of  the  present  state's  attorney  to  prosecute  and  defend  all 
actions,  civil  or  criminal,  involving  the  county,  the  people,  or  officers 
of  the  state  or  county,*^  Tvas  incumbent  originally  upcn  the  circuit  attor- 
ney.''' In  1827  this  officer  xias   replaced  by  the  state's  attorney. °  Also 
in  effect  from  an  early  date  is  the  officer's  other  major  duty,  apart  from 
the  enforcement  of  Ian,      of  giving  opinions  en  any  questions  of  law  relat- 
ing to  criminal  or  ether  matters  in  which  the  people  of  the  county  may  be 
concerned.  ■'■^ 

The  offices  of  circuit  attorney  and  early  state's  attorney,  which 
existed  solely  by  statutory  provision, •'-1  T^cre  appointive  by  the  Governor 
until  1855, ■'■^  and  thereafter  by  the  General  Assembly.  13  The  second  con- 
stitution provided  for  an  elected  state's  attorney;-'-^  since  each  judicial 
circuit  was  an  elective  district  for  this  purpose,  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  new  officer  remained  the  same  as  that  of  the  former  offi- 
cer.^^  Not  until  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  was  provision 
made  for  the  election  of  a  separate  state's  attorney  in  each  county. ■'■" 


1.  L.1819,  p.  162. 

2.  ?.. 1.1827,  p.  258. 

3.  See  Courts,  p.  46. 

4.  L.1819,  V.    162,163;  R.S.1874,  p.  400. 

5.  L.1819,  p.  186;  5.S.1845.  p.  317;  L. 1871-72,  p.  525;  L.1895,  p.  191, 
195;  L.1937,  p.  900.   Similarly,  process  issuing  from  co-'orts  of  record 
is  rea_uired  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  or,  under  certain  conditions 
noted  (footnotes  8,  9  and  10,  v.    50),  to  the  coroner  (R.S.1845,  p.  413; 
L. 1871-72,  D.  338;  L.1907,  d.  444.  445;  L.1933,  p.  786;  L.1957,  p.  989). 

6.  P.. S. 1874,  p.  173,174. 

7.  L.1819,  p.  204;  L.1825.  p.  178,179. 

8.  R.L.1827.  p.  79,80. 

9.  See  Enforcement  of  Law,  v.    52. 

10.  R.S.1645,  p.  76;  R.S.1S74,  d.  174. 

11.  L.1819,  p.  204-6. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.  204. 

13.  L.1855,  p.  44. 

14.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21.   The  new  title,  however,  had 
already  come  into  occasional  use  in  the  interim  (R.L.1827,  p.  79,80; 
L.1835,  p.  44;  L.1847,  p.  18,19). 

15.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  28. 

16.  Constitution  of  1370,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22. 
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Inauestg 


The  holding  of  inquests,  one  of  the  duties  of  the  coroner  in  Illinois 
counties,  is  also  a  part  of  the  administration  of  justice.   The  office  of 
coroner  was  crea.ted  by  the  first  constitution  and  required  to  he  filled 
by  election;!  the  statutory  provisions  concerning  the  inquest  function 
have  not  changed  substantially  since  their  enactment  by  the  second  G-eneral 
Assembly. 2  The  coroner,  when  informed  of  the  body  of  any  person  being 
found  dead,  supposedly  by  violence,  casualty,  or  undue  means,  is  required 
to  summon  a  jury  to  inquire  how,  in  what  manner,  and  by  whom  or  what,  death 
was  ca.used;  testimony  of  witnesses  is  taken;  witnesses  whose  evidence  im- 
plicates any  person  as  the  unlawful  slayer  of  the  deceased  are  bound  over 
to  the  circuit  court;  the  verdict  of  the  jury  is  returned  to  the  clerk  of 
that  court. 3 

The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury,  however,  is  not  generally  admissi- 
ble in  evidence;'^  additionally,  it  is  not  held  to  be  prima  facie  proof  of 
matters  stated  therein  with  regard  to  the  cause  and  manner  of  death; 5  itg 
essential  nature,  therefore,  is  that  of  a  finding  of  facts  upon  the  basis 
of  which  the  coroner  may  be  led  to  discharge  his  collateral  duty  to 
apprehend  and  commit  to  jail  any  person  implicated  by  the  inquest  as  the 
ujilawful  slayer  of  the  deceased. 6  To  this  extent,  the  coroner's  inquest 
duties  overlap  his  function  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  law. 

Enforcement  of  Law 

Sheriffs,  coroners,  and  constables  have  always  been  charged  equally 
v/ith  keeping  the  peace  and  apprehending  all  offenders  against  ths  law."? 
The  state's  attorney's  powers  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  law 
originally  derive  by  implication  from  another  duty; 8  the  gathering  of 
evidence  and  the  apprehension  of  offenders  is  necessarily  involved  in 
commencing  and  prosecuting  actions  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or 
coiinty  are  concerned. 9  In  relatively  recent  years,  however,  the  state's 
attorney  has  been  given  more  specific  statutory  powers  to  enforce  laws 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11. 

2.  Cf.  L.1821,  p.  22-24,  H.S.1845,  p.  517,518;  R.S.1874,  p.  282-84; 
R.S.1957,  p.  780-82. 

3.  L.1821,  p.  24,25;  R.S.1845,  p.  518;  R.S.1874,  p.  284;  L.1879,  p.  82; 
L.19C7,  p.  213;  L.1919.  p.  403,404;  L.1951,  p.  388,389. 

4.  46  IT.W.  872.   It  is,  however,  held  to  be  proper  practice  to  offer, 
in  cross-examining  witnesses  sought  to  be  impeached,  excerpts  from 
transcripts  of  testimony  taken  at  the  inquest  (189  111.  App.  556;  211 
111.  App.  474). 

5.  201  111.  App.  287. 

6.  L.1821,  p.  25;  R.S.1845.  p.  518;  R.S.1874,  p.  283,284. 

7.  L.1319.  p.  111,162,163;  R.S.1845,  p.  515;  R.S.1874,  p.  -100. 

8.  See  Prosecutions,  p.  51. 

9.  L.1819,  p.  204;  R.S.1845,  p.  76. 
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and  to  investigate  violations  and  secure  necessary  evidence  thereof,-*- 
But  at  any  time  the  effective  spheres  of  authority  of  law  enforcement 
officers  have  been  deteniiincd  less  by  statutory  provisions  than  by  local 
conditions  and  individual  circunstances. 


Education 

The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  creation  a-nd  admission  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  to  the  Union  set  aside  section  sixteen  of  every  tovm- 
ship  for  the  use  of  schools. ^   The  first  state  legislation  on  the  subject 
was  conceriied  only  with  the  establisliment  of  school  districts  and  the 
sale  or  leasing  of  school  land  to  provide  -necessary  funds,  for  which  pvir- 
poses  three  trustees  of  school  lands  v/ere  appointed  in  each  township  by 
the  county  commissioners'  court, "^ 

In  1825,  hov/ever,  with  a  common  school  system  in  operation,  provision 
was  made  for  its  educational  as  vrell  as  financial  administration.   Three 
elected  officers,  knorm  as  township  school  trustees,  were  charged  in  each 
township  with  superintending  schools,  examining  and  employing  teachers, 
leasing  all  land  belonging  to  the  district,  and  reporting  annually  to  the 
county  commissioners'  court;  this  report,  however,  v;as  limited  to  such 
matters  as  were  concerned  in  the  financial  administration  of  the  schools. 
In  1827  the  county  commissioners '  court  v/as  again  empowered  to  appoint 
trustees  of  school  lands,  but  despite  the  use  of  the  earlier,  more  limited 
title,  these  officers  were  charged  vrith  all  the  duties  of  the  former  tovm- 
sliip  school  trustees.^   The  creation  of  office  of  county  school  commissioner 
in  1829  brought  a  new  element  into  the  complex  situation.   The  comr.iissioner 
was  at  first  given  limited  duties  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  school  lands 
and  the  management  of  school  f^jndsj^  his  subsequent  gains  in  this  respect 
at  the  expense  of  the  tovmship  trustees  foreshadov/ed  the  demarcation  of 
spheres  of  authority  that  was  made  in  1847,'''   In  the  interim,  the  school 
commissioner,  who  h^d  first  been  anpointed  by  the  county  commissioners' 
court,  ^  became  an  elected  officer;''  in  such  toivnships  as  elected  to  incorpo- 
rate  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and  supporting  schools,  tov-mship  trustees 
also  became  elected  officers  and  were  there  denominated  trustees  of  schools. 


1.  L.1885,  p.  3;  L.1907,  p,  26G;  La913_,  p,  395;  1^.1915,  p.  368;  L.1927, 
p,  33.  ""  '■ 

2.  3  U.S.S.L.  428, 

3.  L.1819,  p.  107,108. 

4.  LJ.825,  p.  121,122. 

5.  R.Lrr5'27,  p.  366-70, 

6.  R.L.1829,  p.  150-54. 

7.  Cf.  La831_,  p.  176;  L.1841,  p.  275-79. 

8.  R.L.1829,  p,  150, 

9.  L.1841,  p,  261,262, 

10,   Ibid,,  p,  273,274,   In  unincorporated  townships,  trustees  continued 

to  be  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  (ibid.,  p,  259,260), 
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The  situation  created  "by  the  legislation  of  I8U7  in  certain  resTDects 
has  not  since  been  substantially  altered.   In  all  counties,  township  trus- 
tees became,  and  are  still,  elected  officers,  styled  township  school  trus- 
tees- ^  The  relative  authority  of  the  officer  of  the  county2  and  of  officers 
of  the  township  with  regard  to  financial  administration  was  fixed  essential- 
ly as  at  present. 3  Moreover,  township  trustees  lost  Dractically  all  their 
former  duties  with  regard  to  matters  purely  educational  as  a  result  of  a 
development  that  occurred  in  I8U5. 

It  was  at  that  time  that  the  county  first  entered  into  the  actual  ad- 
ministration of  education  with  the  creation  of  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  schools.   Filled  at  first  by  the  school  commissioner  in  an  ex-officio 
capacity, 5  it  quickly  absorbed  most  of  the  functions  of  township  trustees 
with  regard  to  the  advancement  of  education;"  later,  the  office  came  to  be 
filled  by  election^  and  completely  absorbed  that  of  school  commissioner. ° 
In  the  new  field  of  coimty  administration  of  education,  the  superintendent's 
duties  remained  constant  thro^ogh  his  change  in  legal  status,  requiring  him 
to  visit  all  the  townships  in  his  county  and  inquire  into  the  condition 
and  manner  of  conducting  their  schools,  to  examine  persons  proposing  to 
teach  school,  to  grant  certificates  to  persons  qualifed  to  teach  in  schools, 
and  to  report  to  the  county  board  on  all  his  acts  relating  to  the  manage- 
ment of  school  fiinds  and  lands.  9  Subsequent  legislation  has  enlarged  the 
scope  of  this  phase  of  the  superintendent's  functions,  but  it  is  in  his 
role  as  an  agent  of  state  supervision  that  he  has  been  charged  with 
numerous  duties  of  a  new  character  .-'■'^ 

The  authority  of  the  state  with  regard  to  education,  first  manifested 
in  I8U5,  has,  like  that  of  the  county,  been  extended  beyond  its  original 
bounds.   Originally  the  county  superintendent  was  required  only  to  communi- 


1.  L.I8U7,  p.  126;  L.1909,  p.  350. 

2.  The  subsequent  substitution  of  an  independent  elected  superintendent 
of  schools  for  the  school  commissioner  who  had  additionally  been  ex- 
officio  superintendent  (see  footnotes  ^,b,    and  ]),    was  only  a  change 
in  the  legal  status  of  the  officer  of  the  county  and  had  no  further 
import. 

3.  L.I8U7.  p.  123,12U,12?,129;  L.1909,  p.  351-5U;  L.1927.  -d.  79^,795- 
U.   R.S.lgU^,  p.  U98. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  U97-503.   Cf,  L.1823,  p.  121,122;  R.L.1827,  p.  366-7O; 
1.1831,  p.  173;  L.I8U1,  p.  270,275,276,279.   The  only  duty  of  this 
category  that  was  left  to  townshiio  trustees  in  the  laws  of  I8U7  con- 
cerned the  examination  of  prospective  teachers  and  the  issuance  of 
certificates  where  merited  (L.I8U7,  p.  I30"). 

7.  L.I865,  p.  112. 

8.  Ibid. ,  p.  112,113. 

9.  R.S.I8U5.  p.  U98-501.  Cf.  L.igU7,  p.  121-25;  L.1857,  p.  261-65, 
278,279.296,297;  L.I861,  p.  190,191;  L.I865.  p.  11I+,  119-21. 

10.   L.1909,  p.  3^7-50;  L.1915.  p.  636-38. 
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cate  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools^  information  concerning 
the  schools  in  his  county.   Today,  as  a  consequence  of  the  state's 
increasing  intervention  in  matters  of  puhlic  health  and  safety,  the  county 
superintendent  is  required  to  inspect,  with  regard  to  specifications, 
plans  submitted  to  him  for  the  heating,  ventilc?.tion,  lighting,  etc.,  of 
public  school  rooms  and  buildings;  to  visit  and  notice  such  public  school 
buildings  which  appear  to  him  to  be  unsafe,  insanitary,  or  otherwise  unfit 
for  occupancy;  and  to  request  the  Department  of  Public  Health, •^  the  state 
fire  marshal,  or  the  state  architect  to  inspect  such  buildings  and  issue 
reports  upon  which  condemnation  proceedings  can  be  based. ^ 


Recordation 

For  the  function  of  making  legal  record  of  written  instruments,  the 
first  General  Assembly  established  the  office  of  recorder.^   Originally 
appointed  by  the  Governor,^  the  recorder  was  required  to  be  elected  after 
1835.   The  second  constitution  made  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court^  ex- 
officio  recorder  in  all  counties;   the  present  constitution  continued 
the  earlier  provision  in  coimties  of  under  sixty  thousand  population  and 
provided  for  the  election  of  a  recorder  in  counties  of  that  population  or 
more.-'-'-'  Rock  Island  County  met  the  population  requirement  in  1910,  and  a 
recorder  was  elected  in  1912. 

The  basic  duty  of  the  recorder,  to  record  at  length  and  in  the  order 
of  their  receipt  all  instruments  in  writing,  has  remained  essentially  un- 
changed; legislation  ha,s  been  directed  toward  the  extension  of  categories 
of  instruments  entitled  to  be  recorded. •'■-'■  Conveyances  of  title  to  land,  a 
major  category  of  such  records,  frequently  involve  another  coTinty  officer, 
the  surveyor.  Established  by  the  second  General  Assembly,  the  office  of 


1.  The  Secretary  of  State  in  ex-officio  capacity  (L.1845,  p.  52).   In 
1854  the  office  becpjne  independent,  filled  by  election,  and  known  as 
that  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  (L.1854,  p.  13),  which 
is  its  present  status  (L.1909,  p.  343). 

2.  L.1845,  p.  54. 

3.  Prior  to  1917,  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  of  this  department  were 
vested  in  the  State  Board  of  Health,  abolished  in  that  year  (L.1917, 
p.  4,17,27,28). 

4.  L.1915,  p.  637-40. 

5.  L.1819,  p.  18-20. 

6.  Ibid. ,  p.  19. 

7.  L.1835,  p.  166. 

8.  An  elected  officer;  see  Clerks  of  Courts,  p.  49. 

9.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  64. 

10.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  R.S.1874,  p.  833. 

11.  L.1819,  p. 18-20;  R.L.1829,  p.  117,118;  R.L.1833,  p.  511;  R.S.1845, 
p.  305,431,432,606;  L.1851,  p.  80;  L.1859.  p.  124;  L.1869,  p.  2; 
R.S.1874,  p.  833,  834;  L.1921,  p.  756,757;  L.1925,  p.  520-22. 
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surveyor  Twas  at  first  filled  by  appointment  by  that  body,  ■'■  later  by  elec- 
tion«2   In  1936  the  surveyor  again  became  an  appointed  officer,  v/ith  the 
power  of  appointment  delegated  to  the  county  board, 3  His  duty  to  perform 
all  surveys  he  may  be  called  on  to  make  within  his  county  has  undergone 
only  minor  change,  but  its  importance  has  doolinedj  the  acts  of  any 
surveyor,  properly  acknowledged  and  certified,  have  equal  standing  before 
the  law  with  those  of  the  county  survsyor;  no  rraps  or  plats  have  any  legal 
effect  unless  recorded  by  the  recorder. 4 


Public  Works 

Roads  and  Bridges 

Public  roads  and  bridges  were  first  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  county  commissioners'  court  which  vras  authorized  to  locate  new  roads 
and  alter  or  vacate  existing  roads. "^  The  act  providing  for  such  super- 
intendence empowered  the  commissioners  to  appoint  freeholders  in  each 
township  to  act  as  supervisors,  each  appointment  to  be  for  a  one-year 
period,  Ne^T  roads  were  to  be  opened  by  the  county  commissioners'  court 
upon  petition  of  residents  of  the  county  and  a  favorable  report  from  the 
road  viewers  and  surveyor.  A  few  years  later  the  county  commissioners 
were  authorized  to  divide  the  county  into  road  districts  and  to  appoint 
annually  one  supervisor  to  serve  in  each  district.^  With  a  change  in 
the  county  administrative  body  under  the  second  constitution,  the  county 
court  -ws-s   granted  supervision  and  control  over  public  roads,  ^  but  the 
care  and  superintendence  of  roads  and  bridges  in  counties  electing  the 
township  form  of  government  were  granted  to  the  comniissioners  of  highways, 
elected  annually  in  each  town.°  The  commissioners  divided  the  town  into 
road  districts,  and  overseers  of  highAvays  in  each  district  were  to  repair 
the  roads  and  carry  out  orders  of  the  commissioners.   In  counties  not 
electing  the  to\vnship  form,  the  system  of  road  districts  was  continued.^ 
The  supervision,  control  and  maintenance  of  roads,  highvrays  and  bridges  in 
Rock  Island  County  were  vested  in  the  countj'-  court  and  the  road  district 
supervisors  from  184S  to  1857,  v/lien  township  organization  ^/vas  instituted 
in  this  county. -^^  In  1913  the  State  High-wiay  Department  vras   established. 


1.  L.1821,  p.  62. 

2.  L.1835,  p,  166, 

3.  L.1935,  p,  1104.   Provision  effective  in  1936, 

4.  R.L.1829,  p,  173;  R, L.1835,  p.  511;  L.1845,  p.  201;  L.1869,  p,  241,242; 
R,S.1874,  p.  1050,1051;  L.1901,  p,  307,308;  L.1915,  p.  575, 

5.  L.1819,  p.  333, 

6.  L,1825,  p.  130. 

7.  L,1849,  p,  65;  L,1351,  p,  179. 

8.  L.1849,  p.  212. 

S,   L,1847,  p,  111-13;  L.1849,  p.  65,212,213;  L,1851,  p,  64,179. 
10.   Rock  Island  County  adopted  tovmship  organization  in  1856,  but  which 
was  not  effective  until  1857, 
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and  provision  vras  nade  for  the  appointnent  "by  the  county  "board  of  a 
county  superintendent  of  highways.^  The  entire  systen  was  centralized 
"by  subjecting  the  county  superintendent  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  state  highvray  connissioner  and  "by  requiring  candidates  for  co-onty 
superintendent  to  be  approved  by  the  state  commissioner  before  appoint- 
ment by  the  county  board.  The  term  of  office  of  the  county  superintend- 
ent was  set  at  six  years,  and  his  salary  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  county 
board.  A  board  of  highway  commissioners  was  set  up  in  each  to\vnship  to 
superintend  matters  relating  to  roads  and  bridges.  Althoiigh  the  county 
superintendent  was  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  county  in  regard  to  roads  and 
bridges,  and  although  he  was  subject  to  removal  by  the  county  board,  he 
was  regarded  as  a  deputy  of  the  state  highway  engineer,  subject  to  his 
directions.   This  indicates  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  unify  the 
entire  state  system  of  roads  and  bridges.   In  1917  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Works  and  Buildings  assumed  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  vested  in 
the  State  Highway  Department, ^  but  the  county  organization  has  remained 
essentially  the  same  since  1913, 

Public  Buildings 

The  county  is  given  the  power  to  hold,  own,  and  convey  real  estate 
for  co\inty  purposes."^  This  power  is  exercised  by  the  co-onty  board  which 
is  charged  with  the  care  and  custody  of  all  the  real  and  personal  property 
owned  by  the  county.  Throughout  the  period  of  statehood  it  has  been  pro- 
vided that  a  courthouse  and  jail  be  erected  in  each  county,'^  and  that  the 
sheriff  of  each  county  be  charged  with  custody  of  such  buildings.^  The 
county  is  further  erapov/ered  to  erect  buildings  for  a  county  hospital,  work- 
house, tuberculosis  sanitarium,  and  other  county  needs. ^ 

The  county  superintendent  of  schools  is  charged  with  the  inspection 
of  plans  and  specifications  for  public  school  rooms  and  buildings;  and 
the  approval  of  only  those  which  comply  with  the  specifications  prepared 
by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  **  He  is  also  to  re- 
quest the  Department  of  Public  Health,^  the  state  fire  marshal,  or  the 
state  architect  to  inspect  public  school  buildings  which  appear  to  be 
unsafe,  insanitary,  or  unfit  for  occupancy.  Upon  receipt  of  an  unfavor- 
able report  from  these  officials,  the  county  superintendent  is  to  condemn  the 


1.  L.1915,  p.  521-25,  537-46. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  524,525,538,542-44;  L.1917.  p.  24;  L.1921,  p.  780-86; 
L.1953,  p.  961. 

3.  R.S.1874,  p.  306. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  237,238;  R.S.1845,  p.  135;  R.S.1874,  p.  307,308. 

5.  R.L.1827,  p.  246,247,372;  R.S.1874,  p.  990. 

6.  R.S.1874,  p.  307;  L.1909,  p.  163;  L.1911,  p.  246. 

7.  L.1915.  p.  637-40. 

8.  Created  in  1917  to  supplant  the  State  Board  of  Health  abolished  in 
that  year  (L.1917,  p.  4,17,27). 
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building  and  notify  the  toard  of  directors  or  board  of  education,  and 
the  hoard  of  school  trustees. 

Drainage 

In  1850  an  act  of  Congress  provided  for  the  granting  of  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  to  various  states. ^   The  land  so  granted  to  Illinois 
was  turned  over  to  the  counties  in  1852  to  he  reclaimed  hy  drainage  and 
used  for  county  purposes.^  Such  lands  were  to  he  under  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  the  county  court  which  was  to  appoint  a  "Drainage 
Commissioner"  to  conduct  the  sales  of  such  lands.   The  county  surveyor 
was  to  prepare  plats  of  the  swamp  lands  and  return  such  plats  to  the 
clork  of  the  county  court,  whereupon  the  court  fixed  the  valuation  upon 
each  tract.  The  purchasers  of  these  tracts  were  given  a  certificate  hy 
the  drainage  commissioner,  and  a  deed  was  later  executed  by  the  county 
court.   The  court  was  to  sell  only  enough  swamp  lands  to  insure  reclamo^ 
tion  of  all  such  land,  any  balance  to  be  granted  to  the  several  townships 
to  be  used  for  educational  purposes.  At  the  discretion  of  the  county, 
such  balance  could  also  be  used  for  the  construction  of  roads  or  bridges, 
or  for  other  public  works. 

In  1865  the  commissioners  of  highways  in  each  tovm  became  ex-officio 
boards  of  drainage  commissioners.   Yflaere  a  proposed  drain  r.an  through 
more  than  one  tovm  the  ccmnissioners  of  all  the  towns  affected  made  up 
the  board  of  drainage  commissioners.^   In  1879  drainage  construction  by 
special  assessment  was  handled  by  the  drainage  commissioners,  a  body 
corporate  and  politic  composed  of  commissioners  cf  highways."^ 

Provision  was  first  made  for  the  organization  of  drainage  districts 
for  agricultural,  sanitary,  and  mining  purposes  in  1879.   Petitions  were 
to  be  filed  ?;ith  the  county  clerk  and  hearings  on  the  same  were  to  be 
had  before  the  county  court,  ^en  the  court  found  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioners, it  appointed  three  disinterested  persons  as  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  construct  the  work.  Petitions  for  the  construction  of  drains  to 
cost  less  than  $5,000  were  to  be  presented  to  justices  of  the  peace,  if 
the  petitioners  so  elected,  and  the  commissioners  of  highways  were  to 
perform  the  duties  of  drainage  commissioners  in  such  cases."   In  1885 
this  law  was  amended  to  include  drains  costing  less  than  $2,000  and  pro- 
vided for  the  appointment  of  three  residents  as  commissioners. 


1. 

9  U.S.S.L 

2. 

L.1852,   p 

3. 

L.1865,   p 

4. 

L.1867,   p 

5. 

L.1879,   p 

6. 

Ibid.,    p. 

7. 

L.1885.   p 

519. 
,  178. 
.    50. 

91,92. 

142. 
120. 

130,131. 
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Public  Services 

PuTplic  Hep.lth 

The  Stnte  Department  of  P-u"blic  Health,  crep.ted  in  1917,1  is  charged 
with  general  supervision  cf  the  health  and  live?  of  the  people  of  the 
state.   In  conformance  with  this  legislative  order  it  is  empowered  to 
supervise,  aid,  direct,  and  assist  local  health  authorities  or  agencies 
in  the  administration  of  the  health  laws.   Public  health  districts  may- 
he  organized  along  suhccunty  lines  with  a  heard  of  health  in  each.   The 
names  of  such  districts  are  to  he  filed  with  the  co-unty  clerk  to  complete 
their  organization.  Annually,  each  hoard  of  health  certifies  to  the  covm- 
ty  clerk  the  rate  of  a  puhlic  health  tax  to  be  levied  in  each  district, 
the  clerk  heing  responsible  for  setting  out  the  proper  taxes  upon  the 
warrant  books  and  transmitting  them  to  the  collector  as  provided  for  in 
regard  to  other  taxes. ^ 

Control  of  the  state  health  department  over  lodging  houses,  board- 
ing houses,  taverns,  inns,  and  hotels  is  effected  through  the  county  clerk, 
the  proprietors  of  such  establishments  being  required  to  file  with  the 
clerk  an  annual  statement  containing  details  as  to  sleeping  accommodations 
for  guests.*^  The  clerk  is  also  required  to  report  annually  to  the  state 
health  department  the  names  and  addresses  of  township  officials.'* 

Mosquito  abatement  districts  are  organized  upon  petition  to  the  coun- 
ty judge  of  the  county  in  which  such  territory  lies,  such  petitions  being 
filed  with  the  county  clerk.   If,  after  hearing,  the  county  judge  deter- 
mines that  the  organization  of  a  district  is  necessary,  the  question  is 
submitted  to  the  residents  of  the  territory  at  a  special  election.   The 
judges  of  election  make  return  to  the  county  judge,  and  the  results  are 
entered  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court.   A  majority  of  the  votes 
favoring  it,  a  mosquito  abatement  district  is  thereupon  organized. 

County  officials  also  enter  into  the  state's  control  of  public  swim- 
ming pools.   When  a  representative  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health 
finds  conditions  that  warrant  the  closing  of  such  a  pool,  the  owner  of  the 
pool  and  the  sheriff  and  state's  attorney  of  the  county  are  notified  to 
that  effect,  it  being  the  duty  of  these  officers  to  enforce  such  notices. ° 


1. 

L.1917,   p.   4. 

2. 

Ibid.,   p.    27,28,763,765,767,768. 

3. 

L.1901,   p.   305. 

4. 

L.1923,    p.   480. 

5. 

L.1927,   p.    694. 

6. 

L.1931,    p.    735,736. 
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Vital  Statistics 


The  State  Department  of  Public  Health  has  charge  of  the  registration 
of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  throughout  the  state. •'•  To  effect  proper 
control  of  this  matter  the  state  is  divided  into  vital  statistics  registra- 
tion districts  -which,  in  Rock  Island  County,  are  identical  with  the  town- 
ships.  The  township  clerk  acts  as  the  local  registrar  in  these  districts 
and  receives  certificates  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  district. 
Burial  permits  are  issued  by  the  registrar  and  are  later  returned  to  him 
for  filing. 

The  local  registrar  is  required  to  deposit  monthly  with  the  county 
clerk  a  complete  set  of  records  of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  regis- 
tered during  the  month,  and  the  clerk  is  charged  with  binding  and  index- 
ing, or  recording,  and  safekeeping  of  such  records.   The  original  certif- 
icates are  sent  monthly  by  the  local  registrars  to  the  state  health  de- 
partment -which  certifies  annually  to  the  county  clerk  the  number  of  births, 
stillbirths,  and  deaths  registered  in  the  county. 

The  county  board  is  to  appropriate  money  for  the  payment  of  the  local 
registrars'  fees.   Such  amounts  are  charges  against  the  county^  and  the 
county  clerk  is  required  to  issue  -vrarrants  on  the  county  treasurer  for  the 
amount  of  the  fees  payable  to  the  registrars. 

The  county  also  enters  into  the  enforcement  phase  of  this  matter.   The 
state  health  department  reports  cases  of  violations  of  any  provisions  of  the 
act  relating  to  registration  to  the  state's  attorney  -who  is  to  initiate  and 
follow  up  court  proceedings  against  violators. 

Public  Assistance 


Public  assistance  is  administered  through  the  services  of  the  county 
department  of  public  welfare,  the  county  home,  the  blind  examiner,  the  pro- 
bation officers,  the  county  clerk,  and  the  county  board. 

The  county  department  of  public  welfare  is  headed  by  a  superintendent 
appointed  by  the  county  board  after  approval  by  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Welfare.   He  assists  the  state  department  in  the  operation  of  wel- 
fare plans  and  policies  within  the  county  and  has  charge  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  old  age  assistance, 3   in  this  latter  regard  the  county  depart- 
ment acts  merely  as  the  agent  of  the  state  department,  investigation  appli- 
cants and  reporting  results. 


1.  L.1915,  p.  660-70. 

2.  L.1957,  p.  451,452. 

3.  L. 1935-56,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  54-61,72;  L.1937,  p.  265-70,452. 
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The  county  home  is  an  establishment  for  the  maintenance  and  care  of 
indigents.   Its  management  and  finances  are  provided  by  the  county  board. 
Blind  assistance  is  administered  in  the  county  through  appropriations  by 
the  county  board  together  with  state  funds.  An  examiner  of  the  blind,  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  board,  examines  all  applicants  referred  to  him  by 
the  county  clerk. ^  The  county  court  1ms  jurisdiction  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  mothers'  pension  fund.  A  probation  officer,  an  appointee  of 
the  court  for  this  purpose,  investigates  and  visits  cases  of  indigent 
mothers  who  are  entitled  to  benefit. ^ 


Coordination  of  Functions 

From  the  foregoing  discussion  of  functions  of  the  county  government 
it  is  apparent  that  the  county  plays  a  dual  role,  that  of  a  body  politic 
and  that  of  an  agent  of  the  state.  In  its  first  capacity  the  county, 
through  its  officials,  is  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  purchasing, 
holding,  and  selling  property,  making  contracts,  and  raising  revenue  for 
its  proper  operation.  As  a  state  agent  it  fits  into  a  state-wide  program 
on  various  matters  of  public  concern,  acting  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  state  and  coordinating  the  activities  of  subcounty  agencies 
and  officials. 

Coordination  of  county  activities  is  effected  chiefly  through  the 
county  clerk.  An  illustration  of  this  is  the  part  this  official  plays  in 
the  election  procedure.  He  notifies  the  judges  and  clerks  of  elections 
of  their  appointment,  supplies  them  with  blanks  and  poll  books,  receives 
copies  of  registers  of  voters,  issues  notices  of  election,  receives  sind 
preserves  returns,  canvasses  votes  with  the  assistance  of  two  justices 
of  the  peace  and  retains  the  abstracts,  transmits  copies  of  election  re- 
turns and  abstracts  of  votes  to  the  Secretarj'  of  State,  and  issues  cer- 
tificates of  election. 


Records  System 

Coimty  records  in  the  State  of  Illinois  have  suffered  from  the  lack 
of  an  adequate  program  of  legislation  designed  to  secure  tmiformity  in 
recordation  and  to  insure  the  proper  care  of  those  documents  which  have 
permanent  value.   However,  from  the  inception  of  statehood,  some  effort 
has  been  made  to  coordinate  the  records  systems  ef  the  several  counties 
and  to  preserve  their  archives. 


1,  L,1956,  p,  1057. 

2,  L.1903,  p,  138;  L.1915,  p,  256,257;  L.1935,  p.  264,265» 

3,  L.1915,  p,  127-30;  L.1915,  p.  243-45;  L.1921,  p.  162-64;  L.1935, 
p.  256-59, 
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In  attempting  to  establish  state-wide  uniformity  among  counties,  the 
General  Assembly  has  at  times  provided  detailed  descriptions  of  required 
records  and  in  many  instances  has  supplied  the  very  forms  to  be  used.   Laws 
relating  to  the  duties  and  powers  of  county  officers  usually  contained  some 
such  provisions.   Thus,  in  1819,  the  recorder  of  the  county  was  ordered  to 
supply  "parchment  or  good  large  books,  of  royal  or  other  large  paper,  well 
bound  and  covered"  wherein  to  record  all  deeds  and  conveyances  brought  to 
him  for  that  purpose.   He  was  also  to  keep  a  fair  book  in  which  to  enter 
every  deed  or  writing  to  be  recorded,  noting  the  date,  the  parties,  and  the 
place  where  the  lands  were  situated,  such  entries  to  be  made  according  to 
priority  of  time.-'-   In  1833  he  was  required  to  keep  an  alphabetical  index 
to  each  book,'^  and  by  1874  the  General  Assembly  had  prescribed  a  complete 
list  of  books  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  recorder,  with  a  description 
of  the  contents  of  each,  which  list  has  been  continued,  substantially  un- 
changed, to  the  present.^ 

In  like  manner,  legislation  was  enacted  prescribing  records  to  be  kept 
by  the  county  clerk  and  his  predecessors,  acting  in  their  several  capacities, ^ 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 5  the  judge^  and  justice"^  of  the  probate  court, 
the  coroner, °  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,^  the  county  surveyor,-'-'-' 
and  the  county  treasurer. ■'■■'- 

Description  of  records  and  forms  to  be  used  are  frequently  found  in  legis- 
lation pertaining  to  the  holding  of  elections, ■'-^  assessments  and  tJ-ie  collec- 
tion of  revenue,!"^  the  organization  and  maintenance  of  common  schools,-'-^ 


1.  L.1819,  p.  18,20. 

2.  R.L.1835,  p.  511. 

3.  R.S.1874,  p.  834. 

4.  L.1849,  p.  66,203;  L.1859,  p.  92,94;  I.. 1865,  p.  93;  R.S.1874, 
p.  261-65,332;  L.1953,  p.'  293-95. 

5.  R.L.1833,  p.  152;  R.S.1845,  p.  147;  L.1847,  p.  70)  L.1849,  p.  9; 
L.1865,  p.  93;  R.S.1874,  p.  262,263;  L.1953,  p.  293,294. 

6.  R.L.1829,  p.  231. 

7.  R.S.1845,  p.  427,428. 

8.  R.L.1833,  p.  574;  L.1869,  p.  104,105;  R.S.1874,  p.  283. 

9.  L.1849,  p.  155,156;  L.1865,  p.  120;  L.1909,  p.  346,348,349. 

10.  R.L.1S29,  p.  173;  R.S.1845,  p.  524. 

11.  R.S.1845,  p.  138;  R.S.1874,  p.  323,324. 

12.  L.1819,  p.  92,94;  R.L.1827,  p.  291,292;  R.L.1829,  p.  59,60;  L.1845, 
p.  41,42;  L.1849,  p.  73,74;  L.1865,  p.  54,55;  L.'l871-72,  p.  386-89, 
391;  L.1885,  p.  143,148,173,176;  L.1937,  p.  522-29,  531-48. 

13.-   R.L.1827,  p.  329-33;  L. 1858-59,  p".  4,5,7,8,12,13,17;  L.1845,  p.  6-9, 

12,14,15;  L.1849,  p.  37,38,124-26;  L.1851,  p.  53,55,56;  L.1853,  p. 

17,24,50,55,77,78,111,112;  L. 1871-72,  p.  19,23,32,48,49,54. 
14.   L.1825,  p.  127;  R.L.1833,  p.  563;  L.1841,  p.  263,270-72;  L.1845, 

p.  55,54,65-68;  L.1847,  p.  121-25,  142-44;  R.S.1874,  p.  950,957,958, 

964. 
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the  registration  of  marriages,!  and  the  recording  of  vital  statistics. ^ 

While  there  has  been  enacted  much  legislation  prescribing  the  kind 
of  records  to  be  kept,  only  a  few  laws  deal  with  the  safeguarding  and 
preservation  of  county  archives.   In  1819  the  General  Assembly  directed 
the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  county  commissioners'  courts  to  provide 
"a  safe  press  or  presses  with  locks  and  keys  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  archives  of  their  offices  .  .  ,"^      In  1843  the  county  commissioners' 
courts  were  authorized,  and  required  whenever  the  finances  of  the  county 
would  justify  the  expenditure,  to  erect  a  fireproof  recorder's  office  at 
the  county  seat,  or  if  the  commissioners  were  of  the  opinion  that  any  un- 
appropriated room  in  their  courthouses  could  be  made  fireproof,  to  make 
it  so  and  house  the  office  and  records  of  the  recorder  there.  At  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  the  provisions  of  this  act 
might  be  deemed  to  apply  to  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and 
county  commissioners'  courts.*  Similar  in  content  but  slightly  different 
in  wording  is  a  later  enactment  in  which  the  county  commissioners'  courts 
were  authorized  to  "erect,  build,  and  provide  permanent  fireproof  rooms, 
houses  or  vaults,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  therein  and  preserving  from 
injury,  damage,  loss,  or  destruction  by  fire,  the  records  and  documents 
of  their  respective  counties. "^  jhe  preservation  of  county  archives  has 
been  greatly  aided  by  an  act  to  provide  for  the  copying  of  old,  worn-out 
records, o  and  by  a  law  authorizing  the  transfer  of  county  records  having 
historic  value  to  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  or  to  the  State 
University  Library  at  Urbana.'^  Provision  is  made  in  this  act  for  the  sub- 
stitution of  accurate  copies  of  these  documents  if  such  action  be  deemed 
necessary.   In  1907  the  act  was  amended  to  include  among  the  institutions 
to  which  old  records  might  be  sent,  any  historical  society  incorporated 
and  located  within  a  particular  county."  Laws  have  also  been  enacted 
which  provide  for  the  restoration  of  certain  classes  of  records  destroyed 
by  fire  or  other  means.^  In  1935  the  General  Assembly  appropriated  money 
for  the  construction  of  a  fireproof  building  at  Springfield  for  the  pur- 
pose of  storing  therein  the  archives  and  records  of  the  state. -^-^  The  erec- 
tion of  this  structure,  the  State  Archives  Building,  has  helped  to  make 
possible  the  inauguration  of  an  intelligent,  farsighted  program  for  the 
preservation  of  papers  and  documents  of  historic  value. 


1. 

L.1819,    p. 

27;   R.L.1827,    p.   288,289; 

R.S.1874,    p.    694,695. 

2. 

L. 1842-43, 

p.    210-12;    L.1877,    p.    209; 

L.1901,    p.    301-4;    L.1903, 

p.   315-18; 

L.1915,    p.    666,667. 

3. 

L.1819,    p. 

332. 

4. 

L. 1842-43, 

p.    210, 

5. 

L.1845,    p. 

46. 

6. 

L. 1871-72, 

p.    648,649. 

7. 

L.1897,    p. 

205. 

8. 

L.1907,    p. 

375. 

9. 

L. 1871-72, 

p.    649,650,652, 

10. 

L.1935,    p. 

138, 
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There  are  s  till  serious  ormissions  in  legislation  pertaining  to  rec- 
ordation. For  instance,  Illinois  has  no  lavr  prescribing  the  kinds  of 
inks  to  be  used  in  keeping  records.  And,  although  laws  have  been  enacted 
authorizing  the  provision  of  fireproof  accoranodations  for  county  documents, 
they  are  permissive  rather  than  mandatorj'-  in  character.-'-  Legislation  en- 
abling the  destruction  of  worthless  archives  apparently  is  nonexistent 
vd-th  the  exception  of  laws  relating  to  certain  election  papers. 2   The  en- 
actment of  legislation  TThich  would  remedy  these  defects  in  the  laws  and 
continue  the  trend  toward  state -wide  uniformity  among  counties  would  re- 
sult in  an  intelligent,  economical  records  system  for  the  State  of  Illinois, 


1.  L. 1842-43,  p.  210;  L.1845,  p.  46. 

2.  L.ISdI,  p.  269;  L. 1871-72,  p.  359;  L.1885,  p.  146,193;  L.1891, 
p.  118,119;  L.1917,  p.  438,443. 
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(First   entry,    p.    97) 


3.     ROSTER  OF  COUIITY  OFFICEIiS* 
(Date   after  name   of  officer  refers   to 
date   of  cormiiission,   unless   otherwise    stated) 


County  Commissioners** 
(Subsequent  to  1849,  county  commissioners  were  replaced 
by  county  judge  and  two  associate  justices  until 
1857,  when  the  board  of  supervisors  assumed 
administration  of  county  business) 


George  W.  Harlan,  John  W.  Spencer, 
George  Davenport,  July   1,  1833 

George  Davenport,  John  Vanetta, 

John  "IV.  Spencer,   August,    1834 

Lucius  Yj'ells,  John  S.  Miller, 

John  Yi.  Spencer,   August  1,  1836 


No  state  records 
L.  Andrews, 

August    5, 
Adolphus  Dunlap, 

August    3, 
No  state  records 


1839 

1840 
184l2 


This  list  was  compiled  from  the  following  sources,  with  exceptions  as 
noted: 

A.  Secretary  of  State.   Index  Department,  Election  Returns. 
Returns  from  County  Clerk  to  Secretary  of  State.   1809-47,  78 
volumes  (1-78),  third  tier,  bay  1.   1848--,  53  file  drawers  (2-54), 
third  tier,  bay  2,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 

B.  Secretary  of  State.  Executive  Department. 

Certificates  of  Qualification.   1819--,  22  file  drawers  (1-22), 
fourth  tier,  bay  5,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 
C.(l)  Secretary  of  State.   Executive  Department  Official  Records. 
List  of  Commissions  Issued  to  County  Officers.   1809-1918,  5 
volumes,  fourth  tier,  bay  G,  State  Archives  Building,  Spring- 
field. 

Secretary  of  State.   Ex6C\itive  Department  Official  Records. 
List  of  Commissions  Issued  to  County  Officers.   1869--,  4  vol- 


** 


(2) 


umes,  room  208,  second  floor.  Secretary  of  State's  Office, 


Executive  Department,  State  Capitol  Building,  Springfield. 
All  dates  3ho\.'n  after  commissioners'  names  indicate  the  year  elected. 
By  a  law  passed  in  1837,  the  three  commissioners  elected  in  1838  drew 
lots  for  one,  two,  and  three  years  to  determine  length  of  term.  There- 
after, until  1849,  one  commissioner  was  to  be  regularly  elected  each 
year  to  serve  a  three-year  term. 

1,  Nathaniel  Belcher,  Jacob  Coleman,  and  Lemuel  Andrews  took  oaths  as 
Commissioners  August  17,  1838.   Upon  drawing  lots.  Belcher  drew  the 
three-year,  Coleman  the  two-year,  and  Andrews  the  one-year  term. 
Coixnty  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  B,  p.  13,14. 

2.  John  R.  Taylor  took  oath  of  office  as  commissioner  September  7,  1841. 
Ibid.,  p.  186,187. 
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County  Commissioners  (cont.) 


George  S.  Moore, 

August,  I8U2 
John  '^'astler, 

Au--ust  7.  I8U3 
William  L.  Lee, 

November  k,  ISUU 
No   state  records     1814-5 


Samuel  Slonne, 

August  3,  18U6 
Jacob  Starr, 

August  2,  IShj 
T.  C.  Temple, 

August     7.  18Ug 


County  Judges 


John  W.  Sriencer, 

December  U, 

isUg 

William  Baily, 

November  2, 

I852 

(elected) 

J.  M.  Gould, 

December   6. 

1853 

Cornelius  Snyder 

,  Jr., 

November  21, 

1857 

Joseph  B.  Donfor 

th. 

November  lb, 

18bl 

John  M.  V^ilson, 

November  22, 

I865, 

November  29, 

1869 

Samuel  S.  Guyer, 

April    11, 

1871, 

December  1, 

1873 

Luc i en  Adams, 

December  1, 

1877. 

December  1, 

1882, 

December   6, 

1886, 

November  26,  1890, 
November  26,  189^, 
Novem.ber  28,  1898 

■^dwin  3.  Parmenter, 
November  20,  1902, 
November  30,  1906 

Robert  W.  Olmstead, 
April      6,  1907, 
November  19 ,  1910 

Nels  A.  Larson, 

November  2^,  191^, 
November  20,  1918 

George  D.  Long, 

November  20,  1922, 
November  17,  1926, 
November  25,  1930 

John  W.  Heberling, 
November  27,  193^ 

Junius  P.  Califf  ^ 


Associate  Justices 


No  state  records  1 


8U9^ 


George  ^j.   Holmes, 
John  Kestler'^ 

December   6,  1853 


1.  M.  W.  Wright  took  oath  of  office  as  commissioner  Sentembcr  3>  I8U5. 
County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  C,  p.  II6. 

2.  Shown  as  county  judge  in  Official  List  of  State  and  County  Officers 
of  Illinois  '^^ily  1.  l'-'39.  compiled  by  Edward  J.  Hughes,  Secretary 
of  State,  p.  hk. 

3.  Thomas  J.  Robinson  and  James  Weaverling  were  sworn  and  filed  bonds  as 
justices  of  the  peace  December  3.  I8U9.   County  Commissioners'  Rec- 
ords. V.  C,  p.  3O8. 

U.   County  records  show  that  John  Kestler  was  not  commissioned  as  asso- 
ciate justice  until  March  6,  185^.   Ibid.,  v.  D.  p.  IO7. 
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Judges  of  Probate,  Probate  Justices 

of  the  Peace',  and  Probate  Judges 
(In  1837  the  probate  justice  takes  the  place  of  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate until  1849  when  he  is  succeeded  by  the  county  judge  as 
ex-officio  judge  cf  the  probate  court  to  1910  v;hen  sep- 
arate office  of  probate  judge  was  established) 


Joseph  Conway, 

March  6,  1633 
Miles  ff.  Conway, 

October  30,  1837 
Harmon  G.  Reynolds, 

September  26,  1839, 

September  13,  1843 
Ira  0,  !7ilkinson, 

September  14,  1847 
Benjamin  S.  Eell, 

November  19,  1910, 


November  24,  1914 
Frank  J.  Landee, 

November  21,  1918 
Benjamin  D. 

August 

November 

No  vem.be  r  17, 

November  25, 
Forest  Dizotell, 

November  27,  1934 


Farrar, 
5,  1922, 
1922, 
1926, 
1930 


20, 


County  Board  of  Supervisors 

The  several  township  supervisors,  one  elected  from  each  township, 
together  with  any  additional  and  assistant  supervisors  elected  upon  pro- 
portional representation,  make  up  the  membership  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors.   Because  these  supervisors,  severally,  are  township  offi- 
cials and  only  as  a  group  constitute  the  county  board,  they  are  not  com- 
missioned by  the  state  as  county  officers,  and  no  data  concerning  them, 
from  which  a  list  could  be  compiled,  are  kept  by  the  state.   For  the  same 
reason,  ccxinty  records,  too,  are  inadequate  for  the  compilation  of  a  com- 
plete and  accurate  list  of  supervisors.   Therefore,  due  to  these  and  ether 
limitations,  only  those  members  mentioned  in  county  records  in  connection 
with  the  first  recorded  meeting  cf  the  board  of  supervisors  are  included 
in  this  roster. 

The  Rock  Island  County  electorate  voted  in  favor  of  township  organ- 
ization 2,314  to  147  at  the  November,  1856  elect ion^  and  on  Decem.ber  2, 
the  county  court  appointed  Lemuel  Andrews,  Nathaniel  Belcher,  and  F.  J. 
Whitney  commissioners  to  divide  the  county  into  toAmships,   their  report, 
naming  and  bounding  fourteen  townships,  was  filed  February  26,  1857,  but 
not  recorded. 


1.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  D,  p.  333. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  341. 
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County  Board  of  Supervisors  (cont.) 

On  Monday,  J\m.e   29,  1857,  the  first  (special)  meeting  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  was  held  in  the  supervisors'  room  in  the  new  jail  iDuilding 
at  Rock  Island,  the  following  supervisors  heing  present:^ 


Supervisor 


Township 


R.  M.  Marshall 
Z.  Cook 
I.  H.  Marshall 
Lucius  Wells 
Peter  Demoss 
James  Baker 
T.  W.  Vincent 
David  S.  Robert 
H.  J.  Bruno t 
0.  H.  P.  Moore 
Levis  Wilson 


Rock  Island 

Canoe  Creek 
Hamp  ton 
Drury 
Edgington 
Bowling 
Port  Byron 
Camden 
Buffalo 
Coal  Valley 


R.  M.  Marshall  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board.   Cordova,  Fremont, 
Walker,  and  Holine  townships  were  not  represented. 


County  Clerks 

(Clerks  of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  county 

court,  and  county  board  of  supervisors) 


No  state  records,  1833-18382 
Joseph  Conway, 

August      5,  1839  (elected) 
Samuel  Brown, 

August      7,  1842  (elected) 
William  Vandever, 

August  5,  1844   (elected) 

Jeremiali  Chamberlin 

August      2,  1847  (elected) 


Joseph  Conet, 

December  4,  1849 

Albert  M.  Loop, 

December  14,  1853 

Joseph  Conet, 

February  S,  1855, 
November  21,  1857, 
November  15,  1861 


1. 
2. 


County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  D,  p.  380. 

Joseph  Conv/ay  was  appointed  clerk  at  first  (special)  meeting  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court,  July  8,  1833.   Ibid.,  v.  A,  p.  1-6,  and 
served  continuously  until  the  election  of  his  successor  August  7,  1842. 
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County  Clerks  (oont») 


James  K.  Beardsley, 
November  22,  1865, 
llovember  29,  1869 

John  V,  Cook, 

December  1,  1873, 
December  1,  1877 

R.  A.  Donaldson, 

January   5,  1880 

Richard  A.  Donaldson, 
I&rch  1,  1880, 
December  1,  1882, 
December  6,  1885 

Hjalmar  Kohler, 

November  26,  1890, 
November  Z6,    1894 


Henry  B,  Hubbard, 
December  1,  1898, 
November  20,  1902, 
November  30,  1906, 
November  19,  1910, 
November  24,  1914, 
November  20,  1918, 
November  20,  1922 

Clarence  il,  Isaacson, 
November  25,  1925, 
November  17,  1926, 
November  25,  1930 

Leiinis  Vi',  Person, 
November  28,   1934 


Samuel  A.  liillinix. 


.  1 


Probate  Clerks 


John  Rinck, 

November  19,  1910 

John  E.  Fleming, 

February  25,  1911, 
November  24,  1914 

Lee  J,  Deisenroth, 
April    26,  1915, 
November  20,  1S16, 
November  20,  1918 

N.  E,  tJunson, 

January  23,  1919, 


November  27, 
November  24, 
November  27, 

Elmer  L,  Ranson, 
December  7, 
November  26, 
Novembar  25, 

Donald  E.  Tobin, 
November  28, 

Elmer  L,  Ranson, 


1920, 
1922, 
1926 

1927, 
1928, 
1930 


1954 
2 


Recorders 
(in  1849  the  circuit  clerk  becarae  ex-officio 
recorder  to  1912  when  a  separate  office 
of  recorder  v;-as  again  established) 


Joseph  Conway, 

i:krch      6,  1833, 
August    19,  1835 

William  E.  Franl:liu, 
August    22,  1839 


Jo  s  e  p  h  C  onway ,  Jr , , 

August   18,  1843 

Charles  Brooks, 

August   18,  1847 


1,  Shcvm  as  county  clerk  in  Official  List  of  State  and  County  Officers 
July  1,  1939,  p,  44. 

2,  Shown  as  probate  clerk  in  op,  cit.,  p,  44, 
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Recorders  (cont.) 


Sam  Ryerson, 

November  19,  1912, 

November  23,  1916, 

November  24,  1920, 

November  24,  1924, 


November  23,  1928 
Jolin  Devind, 

November  29,  1932, 

November  25,  1936 


Circuit  Court  Clerks 
(Prior  to  1848,  circuit  clerk  ap- 
pointed by  circuit  judge) 


Frazier  TJilson, 

September  4,  1848  (elected), 

November  23,  1852 
0,uincy  McNeal, 

November  11,  1856 
E.  H.  Bowman, 

November  17,  1860 
Samuel  P.  Hodges, 

November  8,  1864, 

November  3,  1868  (elected) 
George  D,  Gould, 

November  30,  1872 
Levi  F.  Harsen, 

November  28,  1876, 

December  1,  1880 
Ed'.vard  H.  Bowman,  Jr., 

November  22.  1884 


George  W.  Gambli 

December 

3, 

.1888, 

November 

30, 

1892, 

December 

7. 

1896, 

November 

30, 

1900, 

November 

12. 

1904, 

December 

3, 

1908, 

November 

19. 

1912, 

November 

28, 

1916, 

November 

24, 

1920, 

November 

24, 

1924, 

November 

23, 

1928 

Howard  Gregg, 

November 

29, 

1932, 

December 

2, 

1936 

Sheriffs 
(Collectors  to  1839  and  1844  to  1857) 


Ben.janin  F,  Pike, 
July     18,  1833 

Michael  Bartlet. 
August   22, 

Charles  Sanes, 
August   31, 

Lucius  Wells, 

August   30,  1838, 
November  16.  1840 


1834 


1836 


Sa'iuel  Andrews,  1 

August    1,  1842, 
November  4,  1844 

Samuel  S.  Guyer, 

August   15,  1846, 
August   23,  1848 

Truman  B.  Gorton, 
November  20,  1850 


1.   Lenuel  Andrews  recorded  as  sheriff  December  5, 
sioners'  Records,  v.  B,  p.  250. 


1842.   County  Connis- 
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Sheriffs  (cont . ) 


Alexander  F.  Swander, 

NovemlDer  23,    1852 
F.   B.   Gorton, 

November  16,  1854 
Ezra  M.  Beardsley, 

November  11,  1356 
Moses  D.  Merrill, 

November  30,  1858 
David  Kawes , 

November  17,  1860 
Charles  A.  McLaughtin, 

November  20,  1862 
Moses  D.  Merrill, 

November  23,  1864 
John  Peetz, 

November  13, 
William  Drury, 

November  20, 
William  Payne, 

December  3, 

November  18, 
August  Huesing, 

November  4, 
Josiah  L.  Perkins, 

November  21,  1376, 

November  21,  1878, 

December  1,  1880 
John  M.  Ritiker, 

December  1,  1882 


1866 

1868 

1870, 
1872 

1874 


Thomas  L.  Silvis, 

December  6,  1885 
Cyrus  D.  Gordon, 

November  26,  1890 
Fredrick  C.  Hemmingway, 

November  26,  1894 
Levi  F.  Cralle, 

November  28,  1898 
W.  George  Heider, 

November  20,  1902 
Edward  Kittilsen, 

November  30,  1906 
Oscar  L,  Bruner, 

November  19,  1910 
George  H,  Richmond, 

November  24,  1914 
Jacob  S.  Wigers, 

November  25,  1918 
John  G.  Miller, 

January  14,  1919, 

November  24,  1920 
Clarence  L.  Edwards, 

November  22,  1922 
Howard  Gregg, 

November  17,  1926 
Fred  R.  Schlueter, 

November  25,  1930 
Rudolph  W.  Dropp, 

November  27,  1934 
Fred  R.  Schlueter,^ 


Coroners 


Levi  Wells, 

July     18,  1833 
Londen  S.  Case, 


August 


1834 


John  WaUrer, 

August   31,  1836, 


August  23,  1838 
Jonathan  Buff urn, 

August  15,  1840 
William  Bell, 2 

August   14,  1844 


1.  Shown  as  sheriff  in  Official  List  of  State  and  County  Officers 
July  1,  1939,  p.  44. 

2.  The  date  of  first  commission  not  shown  in  state  records;  sup- 
posedly it  was  1842. 
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Jacob  Starr, 

January    20,  1845  (elected) 
F.  S.  Kellogg, 

August     27,  1846 
Huntington  Wells, 

August     23,  1848 
John  A.  Boyd, 

November  20,  1850 
John  Patterson, 

November  17,  1851, 

November  23,  1852, 

November  16,  1854 
Homer  L,  Abbett, 

November  11,  1856 
Thomas  Ijartin, 

November  2,  1858  (elected) 
John  R,  Corker, 

November  17,  1860 
Andrcv*'-  I,  Grover, 

Novonber  20,  1862, 

November  8,  1864  (elected) , 
George  17,  Heflin, 

November  12,  1866 
Charles  B.  Knox, 

Novomber  20,  1868, 

November  8,  1870  (elected), 

Novomber  18,  1872, 

November  14,  1874 
Robert  H,  Vermillion, 

November  21,  1876 


William  G,  Morris, 

November  19,  1877 
James  F,  Anlcrum, 

November  5,  1878  (elected) 
William  G,  Morris, 

November  22,  1879, 

December     1,   1880 
David  Havre s, 

Doeember  1,  1882, 

December  1,  1884, 

December  3,  1888, 

November  8,  1892  (elected) 
Louis  V,  Ecklx?.rt,  , 

November  3,  1896  (elected), 

November  30,  1900, 

November  25,  1904 
John  F,  Rose, 

December  4,  1908 
R,  C,  J,  Ifeyor, 

November  19,  1912 
John  G,  Miller, 

November  28,  1916 
John  F,  Marborry, 

February  4,  1919, 

November  24,  1920, 

November  24,  1924, 

November  30,  1928 
Harry  J,  Vance, 

Novomber  29,  1932 
J,  W,  Seids, 

December  4,  1936 


State's  Attorneys 
(Appointed  by  the  Governor  to  1835,  by  the  General  Assembly 
to  1849;  elected  by  circuit  district  electorate  to  1872) 


Edwin  E,  Parmenter, 
November  15,  1872  , 
November  15,  1876, 
November  11,  1880 

Walter  J.  Entnikin, 
November  22,  1884 

Patrick  O'Mara, 

December  3,  1888 

Mansfield  I,',  Sturgeon, 
July     20,  1889 

Chas..  J.  Searle, 

November  23,  1892, 


December  7,  1896 
Harold  A.  Yfeld, 

November  30,  1900 
John  K,  Scott, 

November  16,  1904 
Lawrence  M.  Magill, 

December  4,  1908 
Floyd  E,  Thompson, 

November  20,  1912, 

November  ^'SS,  1916 
Benjamin  S .  Bell, 

July     21,  1918, 
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State's  Attorneys  (cent.) 


(Benjamin  S.  Bell) 
Decemter  6,  1920, 
November  24,  1924, 
NovemlDer  27,  1928 


Francis  C.  King, 

Novem"ber  29,  1932, 
Novemter  28,  1936 


Treasurers 
(Also  acted  as  assessors  to  1839,  1844  to  1857; 
supervisors  of  assessments  1898  to  date; 
and  collectors  1857  to  date) 


No  state  records  1833-1838^ 
P.  Gregg, 

August    5,  1839  (elected), 

August    7,  1843     " 
Manley  Danforth, 

August   28,  1843  (elected) 
Nathaniel  Belcher, 

January  27,  1844  (elected) 
William  Bell, 

August    2,  1847  (elected) 
William  Holloway, 

August    7,  1848  (elected), 

November  6,  1849     " 
Samuel  Andrews, 

November  4, 
Robert  T.  Shaw, 

November  8, 
Zachariah  Cook, 

November  21,  1857 
A.  S,  V/ait, 

November  30,  1859, 

November  27,  1861, 

November  11,  1863 
Henry  F,  Thomas, 

November  22,  1865, 

November  25,  1867 
David  0.  Reid, 

November  29,  1869, 

November  17.  1871 


1851  (elected) 
1853  (elected) 


Samuel  R,  Porter, 

December  1,  1873, 

November  17,  1875, 

December  1,  1877 
Robert  F.  Reid, 

December  1,  1879 
John  E.  Fleming, 

December  1,  1882 
John  Schafer,  Jr., 

December  6,  1886 
Thomas  Campbell, 

November  26,  1890 
Fred  Fitterington, 

November  26,  1894 
Pleasant  F.  Cox, 

December  1,' 1898 
David  H.  Lyon, 

December  '1,'  1902 
Pleasant  F.  Cox, 

December  30,  1906 
William  K.  'I'fliiteside, 

December  3,  1910 
Frank  J.  Clendenin, 

November  24,  1914 
W.  H.  Whiteside, 

November  29,  1918 
George  E.  Richmond, 

August    1,  1919, 

November  24,  1920 


1.   Joel  Wells,  Sr.  ,  appointed  treasurer  at  first  (special)  meeting  of 
county  commissioners'  court  held  July  8,  1833.   County  Commission- 
ers' Records,  v.  A,  p.  1-6,  Patrick  Gregg  elected  treasurer 
August  19,  1837,  Ibid.,  p.  248,249. 
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Chester  Thompson, 
November  20,  1922 

Charles  0.  Campbell, 
November  17,  1926 


Treasurers  (cent.) 


Auditors 


Clifford  E.  Hall, 
November  26,  1930 

Samuel  A.  Mullinix, 
December  3,  1934 

Paul  A.  Dahlen, 1 


Walter  W.  Kiltilsen, 
November  29,  1932 


Arvid  G,  Johnson, 
December  2,  1936 


Superintendents  of  Schools 
(School  commissioners  to  1865) 


Miles  'W.  Conway,^ 

August    7,  1843  (elected) 
A,  F,  Cutter, 

August    2,  1847  (elected) 
Marcus  Osbom, 

April     2,  1849  (elected), 

November  6,  1849     " 
J  ame  s  C  ha  pman , 

November  4,  1851  (elected) 
I.  W.  Churchill, 

January  11,  1853 
George  W»  Pleasant, 

No  date  of  commission  recorded 
Rufus  M,  Grenell, 

November  21,  1857 
Virgil  M.  Blanding, 

November  30,  1859 
Charles  A.  Hardy, 

November  16,  1861 


William  H.  Gest, 

November  11,  1863, 

November  7,  1865  (elected), 

November  22,  1865 
Mansfield  M.  Strugeon, 

March    24,  1869, 

December  1,  1873, 

December  1,  1877 
James  H.  Southwell, 

December  24,  1881, 

December   1,  1882, 

December  6,  1886 
Charles  B,  Marshall, 

November  26,  1890 
Elliott  B,  McKeever, 

November  26,  1894 
Samuel  J,  Ferguson, 

November  28,  1898, 

November  20,  1902, 


1. 


2. 


Shovm  as  county  treasurer  in  Official  List  of  State  and  County  Of- 
ficers July  1,  1939,  p.  44. 

On  September  6,  1836  "Elophates  Cook  appointed  Commissioner  and 
Agent  for  School  Lands  •  .  ."  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A, 
p.  183,184.   On  September  6,  1839,  Joel  Thompson  was  appointed  school 
commissioner,  vice  E.  T.  Cook,  resigned.   Ibid.,  v.  B  p.  65.   On 
January  5,  1841,  George  Lynde  was  appointed  school  comm.issioner,  vice 
Joel  Thompson,  removed.   Ibid.,  p.  156.  On  September  8,  1841,  Miles 
Conway  presented  his  bond  as  school  commissioner.   Ibid.,  p.  188. 
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Superintendents  of  Schools  (cent,) 


(Samuel  J,  Ferguson) 

November  30,  1906, 

November  19,  1910 
Lon  M.  jferris, 

December  9,  1913  (appointed), 

November  24,  1914, 

November  29,  1916 


Justice  Vfeshburn, 
Ijarch    23,  1920, 
December  4,  1922, 
November  24,  1926, 
November  25,  1930 

Floyd  A.  Shetter, 
August    9,  1935 


Surveyors 

(Beginning  September,  1936,  surveyor  appointed 
by  county  board  of  supervisors) 


Itiles  W,  Conway  J 

» 

August 

19, 

1835 

James  P,  Harvey, 

» 

August 

22, 

1838 

Absalom  Baxter, 

August 

22, 

1839 

Cadviralder  C 

«  Washbuni, 

November 

16, 

1840 

P.  H,  Ogilvie, 

August 

13, 

1842, 

August 

18, 

1843 

John  Wolf, 

August 

3, 

1846 

William  T,  Brasher, 

October  23,  1846, 

August       18,    1847, 

'November     6,   1849   (elected) 
George  R,   Mcllurphy, 

November  20,  1850, 

November  17,    1851 
Aiaos  Stillman, 

December  6,  1853 
Daniel  Pagin, 

November  15,  1855 
Amos  Stillman, 

November  21,  1857 
Daniel  Gordon, 

November  30,  1859 
Charles  H,  Stoddard, 

November  16,  1861 


Dcmiol  Gordon, 

November  11,  1863 
Melvin  A,  Gould, 

November  24,  1865, 

November  5,  1867  (elected) 
Daniel  Gordon, 

November  29,  1869, 

November  17,  1871, 

November  20,  1875, 

December  1,  1879, 

December  1,  1884 
Eenry  G,  Paddock, 

December  3,  1888, 

November  28,  1892 
Louis  V,  Eckhart, 

December  7,  1896 
Melvin  A,  Gould, 

November  30,  1900, 

November  8,  1904  (elected) 
Wallace  Freichler, 

April     2,  1907  (elected), 

November  3,  1908     " 
Curtis  Clay  Hubbart, 

November  5,  1912  (elected) 
Robert  M.  Bennell, 

November  24,  1914, 

November  7,  1916  (electee"), 

November  2,  1920     " 

November  20,  1922, 

November  30,  1928, 

November  29,  1933 
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4.   HOUSING,  CAIffi,  AlTD  ACCESSIBILITY  OF  'THE  RECORDS 

The  present  courthouse  in  the  city  of  Rock  Island,  the  county  seat 
of  Rock  Island  County,  is  only  the  second  in  the  cotmty's  historj'-  which 
hegan  during  the  Presidency  of  Andrew  Jackson,  over  one  hundred  years 
ago.   The  long  axis  of  the  building  extends  fron  south  to  north,  "between 
Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  streets;  the  west  or  main  facade  faces  Second 
Avenue  and  the  Mississippi  River,  while  to  the  east  is  Third  Avenue. 
To  the  north  of  the  courthouse,  directly  across  Fifteenth  Street,  is  the 
county  jail. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Rock  Island  county  connissioners'  court, 
the  first  county  board,  was  held  in  the  hone  of  John  Barrel  in  Farnhans- 
burg  on  July  8,  1833.  However,  it  was  not  until  three  years  later,  on 
July  6,  1836,  that  a  contract  was  awarded  for  the  construction  of  the  first 
courthouse.   In  the  interim,  on  June  8,  1855,  a  site  for  the  permanent 
seat  of  justice  was  chosen  in  a  town  called  Stephenson  which,  with  Farnhans- 
burg,  is  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Rock  Island. 1 

The  cost  of  the  first  courthouse  was  in  excess  of  $10,500,  the  amount 
paid  to  Samuel  Smith,  the  contractor;  the  county,  in  addition,  had  previous- 
ly contracted  to  txiy   one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  bricks  from  Jonah  H. 
Case. 2  The  building  was  accepted  by  the  county  on  July  2,  1338.3  ^or  some 
years,  space  in  the  courthouse  was  rented  to  various  individuals ^  and,  in 
1845,  the  sheriff  was  requested  to  rent  the  courtroom  for  public  worship 
or  other  such  purpose  at  the  best  possible  terms  to  the  conntir.^     Ten  years 
earlier,  in  1835,  the  county  had  made  substantial  loans  to  private  parties;^ 
renting  of  space  in  its  new  courthouse  gave  further  evidence  of  forehanded- 
ness  on  the  part  of  county  government.   But  by  1857  the  growth  in  volume 
of  county  business  necessitated  the  transfer  of  the  treasurer's  office  to 
the  upper  roor:S  in  the  coiinty  Jail.''' 

By  1877  the  courthouse  had  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  that 
extensive  repairs  were  needed  to  insure  its  continued  use.   Hew  floors 
were  laid,  the  courtroom  enlarged,  larger  windows  put  in,  the  stainvay 
removed  from  the  interior  and  erected  outside,  and  finally,  steam  heat 
installed.   The  cost  of  all  these  renovations  amounted  to  $4,573.26.8 


1.  For  the  history  of  the  selection  of  the  county  seat  and  the  construc- 
tion of  the  first  courthouse,  see  Historical  Sketch,  p.  14,15. 

2.  County  Commissioners'  Records,  v.  A,  p.  126,147,155,156,158,257,261, 
291;  v.  3,  p.  1,7,10,24. 

3.  Ibid. ,  V.  B,  p.  8. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  133;  v.  C,  p.  38. 

5.  Ibid. ,  V.  C,  p.  112. 

6.  Ibid. ,  V.  A,  p.  80,82,83. 

7.  Ibid. ,  V.  D;  p.  400-10. 

8.  Supervisors'  Records,  v.  G,  p.  222,223,225,243. 
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These  repairs  proved  to  "be  only  a  temporary  relief,  however,  for  by  1883 
it  was  found  necessary  to  erect  a  building  to  contain  the  offices  of  the 
county  and  circuit  court  clerks  and  the  quarters  of  the  circuit  court 
judge. 1  On  July  9  of  that  year,  the  committee  on  public  expenditures  re- 
ported to  the  board  of  supervisors  the  awarding  of  a  building  contract  to 
S.  J.  Collins  for  $6,784.^  Later,  on  December  12,  an  additional  contract 
for  $134  was  let  for  improved  iron  doors  for  the  vaults. 

The  new  arrangement,  of  two  buildings  housing  public  offices  with  re- 
sulting inconveniences  to  both  the  officials  and  citizens  of  Rock  Island 
County,  proved  unsatisfactory  in  time.   That  a  new  courthouse  was  needed 
seemed  to  be  the  more  common  sentiment,  as  voiced  by  Supervisor  Fitzpatrick. 
"The  present  courthouse  is  old,  dilapidated  and  a  perpetual  monument  in- 
dicative of  the  lack  of  enterprise,  public  spirit  and  progress  of  the 
people  and  citizens  of  the  county,  its  officers  and  representatives,"  he 
said  on  April  28,  1893,  at  a  meeting  of  the  county  board. ^^  The  board, 
thereupon,  appointed  a  committee  composed  of  Supervisors  Fitzpatrick, 
Schneider,  Vinton,  Britton,  and  Trent  and  instructed  them  to  investigate 
the  "needs  of  the  county"  and  the  probable  cost  of  erecting  a  new  court- 
house, and  report  to  the  county  board  at  its  next  meeting  in  July  with  a 
recommendation  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  financing  the  erection,  all 
of  which  they  were  cautioned  to  do  with  due  regard  for  the  "wealth,  en- 
terprise, and  progress  of  the  county."'^ 

The  committee  reported  on  July  11,  that  an  expenditure  of  $125,000 

was  necessary  for  the  building  of  a  suitable  courthouse,  and  recommended 

that  the  proposition  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  at  the  next 

general  election.*^  The  committee  made  no  recommendation  providing  for 

the  financing  of  the  work,'^  but  on  tiarch  15,  1894  it  was  decided  to  issue 

bonds  and  the  board  submitted  this  question  to  the  county  electorate  at 

the  following  general  election.^  This  election,  held  November  6,  1894, 

showed  a  plurality  of  1,739  votes  or  3,913  in  favor  of  the  proposition  to 

2,174  against.^  A  month  later,  on  December  13,  a  "building  committee" 

was  appointed  consisting  of  Supervisors  Q,uayle,  Case,  Johnson,  Hasson, 

Britton,  and  Maxwell;  also  a  "bond  committee"  was  Bolected,  composed  of 

Supervisors  Schoonmaker,  Rench,  Carey,  Armstrong,  Wilson,  Ford,  and  Mc- 

1  n  »     -  » 

Murphy. -"-^ 


p.  594,595. 


1. 

Supervisors'  Records,  v.  H, 

2. 

Ibid., 

p. 

608,609. 

3. 

Ibid., 

V. 

I,  p.  22. 

4. 

Ibid., 

V. 

K,  p.  41,42. 

5. 

Ibid. 

6. 

Ibid., 

p. 

52-54. 

7. 

Ibid., 

p. 

141,142. 

8. 

Ibid., 

P- 

154-56. 

9. 

Ibid., 

p. 

226. 

10. 

Ibid., 

p. 

241. 
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The  bond  issue  of  $125,000  was  placed  very  advantageously  with  N.  W. 
Harris  of  Chicago,  the  cotuity  receiving  a  premium  of  $6,550  on  the  loan. 
The  total  sum  of  $131,550  was  then  deposited  in  local  "banks  at  four  per- 
cent interest.-^  The  conditions  of  the  loan  called  for  an  interest  payment 
of  five  percent  anniially,  the  honds  to  mature  in  one  to  ten  years,  dated 
March  1,  1895.2 

Plans  and  specifications,  drawn  by  Gunn  and  Curtis  of  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  were  adopted  March  2,  1895,  and  S.  J.  Collins  was  selected  to 
superintend  the  construction. "^  Then,  on  Jvme  14,  the  building  committee 
was  authorized  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  C.  J.  Larkin  to  build  the 
courthouse,   after  which,  on  August  7,  it  was  ordered  that  the  laying  of 
the  cornerstone  be  held  on  October  1,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Old  Set- 
tlers' Society;^  and,  to  make  the  event  properly  ceremonious,  it  was  re- 
solved, on  September  12,  to  petition  Dajiiel  Lament,  Secretary  of  War,  for 
a  detail  of  soldiers  from  Hock  Island  Arsenal  to  fire  a  sp,lute  of 
eighteen  guns.° 

The  new  courthouse  was  seventeen  months  in  building  and  was  dedicated 
March  1,  1897.   On  March  12,  county  officials  were  authorized  to  move  in 
at  their  earliest  convenience."  Meanwhile,  the  old  courthouse  was  provi- 
sionally tendered  to  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  a  colored  congregation,  but 
when  on  March  9,  J.  W.  Washington,  the  pastor,  petitioned  the  board  of 
supervisors  that,  owing  to  the  economic  depression  the  congregation  could 
raise  only  a  part  of  the  money  necessary  to  remove  the  building,  therefore, 
a  donation  of  $75  for  this  purpose  wa,s  asked. ^  The  petition  was  denied  and 
on  May  25  the  contract  to  remove  the  building  was  awarded  to  Joseph  Hinricks, 
the  lowest  bidder,  for  $150.10  t^q  old  office  building  and  its  contents 
v/ere  reported  as  sold  in  1898.  H 

The  new  courthouse  cost  in  excess  of  $150,000.12  it  is  three  full 
stories  and  a  half  in  height,  practically  four  stories,  with  a  basement. 
Cruciform  in  outline,  the  east  and  west  axis  is  shorter  than  the  north- 
south.   Constructed  of  Bedford  stone  and  concrete,  the  structure  is  rein- 
forced with  steel  girders  and  covered  with  a  copper  roof.   The  style  of 
architecture  reflects  many  of  the  best  features  of  Italian  Renaissance  with 


1.   Supervisors'  Records,  v.  K,  p.  304,306. 


2. 

Ibid. 

P' 

266,267. 

3. 

Ibid. 

P« 

290-93,295-98. 

4. 

Ibid. 

P« 

339,340. 

5. 

Ibid. 

P' 

379,380. 

6. 

Ibid. 

?• 

418,419. 

7. 

Ibid. 

V. 

L,  p.  24. 

8. 

Ibid. 

P' 

52,53. 

9. 

Ibid. 

P' 

26,27 

10. 

Ibid. 

P' 

83,84. 

11. 

Ibid, 

P' 

218. 

12. 

Ibid. 

»  V. 

K,  p.  608;  V.  L,  p 

49-51. 
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an  occasional  motif  of  Baroque.  Appearance  of  the  building  is  enhanced  by 
the  well-proportioned,  colonaded  tower  that  rises  75  feet  above  the  center 
roof  line.  Done-like  roofs,  surmounted  by  cupolas,  adjoin  the  east  and 
west  bases  of  the  tower.  The  dimensions  of  the  principal  mass  of  this  im- 
pressive building  are,  width  190  feet,  depth  120  feet,  and  height  48  feet. 
Considerable  effort  has  been  expended  toward  beautifying  the  interior: 
Carthage  marble  and  ornamental  tile  are  used  tastefully  in  decorations;  the 
ceilings  in  the  Memorial  Hall,  courtrooms,  and  in  the  main  offices  of  the 
circuit  court  and  county  clerks,  the  recorder,  trea,surer,  and  sheriff  were 
frescoed  by  G.  W.  Andrews  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $2,000. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  courthouse  its  interior  layout  has  been 
changed  on  msuiy  occasions  due  to  circumstsjices  peculiar  to  Rock  Island 
County.  But  no  cumulative  record  of  these  changes  has  been  kept,  remodel- 
ing being  done  as  the  need  in  each  individual  office  arose,  generally  upon 
the  order  and  initiative  of  the  officer  who  happened  to  be  custodian  of  it. 
The  present-day  layout  of  offices  in  the  courthouse,  therefore,  has  been 
progressively  developed  with  an  eye  toward  greatest  possible  utilitye  On 
the  first  floor  are  located  the  probate  clerk's  office  and  vault;  the  com- 
bination office  of  the  sheriff  and  coroner;  ajid  the  offices  of  the  auditor, 
superintendent  of  schools,  superintendent  of  highways,  probate  judge,  and 
the  juvenile  probation  officer. 

On  the  second  floor  are  the  county  clerk's  office  and  vault,  the  re- 
corder's office  and  vault,  the  treasurer's  office  pjid  vault,  the  county 
judge's  office,  the  county  courtroom.,  and  a  smaller  courtroom  in  \diich  the 
county  judge  hears  juvenile  cases.   The  third  floor  contains  the  circuit 
clerk's  office  and  vault,  the  circuit  courtroom,  the  state's  attorney's 
suite  of  four  rooms,  rjid  a  room  used  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors 
and  the  grand  jury.   The  fourth  floor  contains  the  board  of  review  room,  a 
photostating  room,  a  committee  room,  a  kitchen,  and  the  G.  A.  R.  Memorial 
Hall.   The  basement,  besides  the  room  required  for  the  central  heating 
system,  contains  the  vaults  of  the  county,  circuit,  and  probate  clerks,  and 
the  treasurer.  There  are  also  four  unused  vaults  available  in  case  need 
for  exprjision  should  arise. 

Though  there  is  sufficient  room  for  all  the  principal  county  offices 
in  the  courthouse,  some  offices,  because  of  their  nature,  do  not  require 
their  locatioia  there.  Thus,  the  old  age  assistance  office  is  located  in 
Room  409,  Cleaveland  Building  on  Second  Street,  Rock  Island;  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  of  the  county  home  is  in  the  Rock  Island  County  Hone  in 
Coal  Valley;  the  offices  of  the  superintendent  of  the  tuberculosis  sani- 
tarium and  the  medical  examiner  are  in  the  Rock  Island  County  Tuberculosis 
Sanitarium,  2212  Twenty-fifth  Avenue,  Rock  Island;  the  office  of  the  vet- 
erans relief  commission  is  in  the  M-unicipal  Building,  619  Sixteenth  Street, 
Moline;  and  the  office  of  the  county  farm  bureau  is  at  1413  Sixth  Avenue, 
Molina. 


1.  Supervisors'  Records,  v.  L,  p.  13,14,22,23,32,33. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  such  major  record-keeping  offices  as 
the  county  clerk,  recorder,  circuit  clerk,  and  probate  clerk  store  all 
their  records  in  the  vaults.   Tliese  records  are  wheeled  into  the  offices 
on  cradle  rollers  as  needed.   In  the  case  of  the  treasurer,  only  twenty 
percent  of  the  records  are  in  his  office,  but  in  general,  ninety-nine 
percent  of  record  volumes  and  file  boxes  are  distributed  between  the  of- 
fice vaults  and  the  vaults  in  the  basement.   The  distribution  of  all  rec- 
ords in  the  office  vaults  is  seventy  percent,  while  the  basement  vaults 
house  the  remainder.  (For  detailed  information  on  the  individual  deposit- 
ories, with  a  description  of  facilities  for  the  housing  of  records,  see 
charts  on  pages  82-85;  for  allocation  of  records  according  to  county  of- 
fices in  the  depositories,  as  well  as  percentages  of  records  stored  there- 
in, see  charts  on  pages  86,  87.). 

Careful  provisions  for  the  housing  and  maintenance  of  records,  with 
a  view  toT,\'ard  iheir  best  preservation,  have  been  carried  out.  ".'Vorkers 
found  that  practically  every  depository  v^/as  free  from  soot,  dirt,  and  damp- 
ness, and  that  ventilation  vjas  excellent.   There  are  no  serious  gaps  in 
record  series.   Binding  and  repair  of  record  volumes  are  under  direct  su- 
pervision of  the  county  board.   Indexing  and  filing  of  records  follovj-  sys- 
tems generally  adopted  and  employed  by  a  majority  of  other  counties  in 
Illinois. 


-   82 


o 


R 


CO 

u 
o 
o 

(U 

Housing, 
Accessi- 
bility 

o 

o 

■a 
6 

o 
o 

■d 
o 
c 
W) 

■d 
o 
o 

crowded 

equipment 

needed 

-d 
O 
o 

13 
O 

c 

>3 

1 

1     w 

<B     O 
O     <D 
CO     C 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

to 
D- 
.3 

6 

CM 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

(0 
1       O 

c   c 

O    --1 

o    d 

• 

■♦-* 

,H 

J- 

CM 

^-1 

rH 

• 

rH 

CVi 

• 

rH 

CM 

m 

o 
> 

r— 
CO 

r— 

OJ 

rH 

LP. 

CM 
r — 
CM 

LO 

ao 

C7> 
CM 

LO 
.H 

to, 

rH 

d 

> 

CD 

a> 

O 

'i 

CM 

o 

CM 
r^ 

rH 
r-H 

O 

lO 

O 
C 

CM 

CO 

-d 

o 
c 

& 

rH 

tu 
to 

rH 

(D 

CO 

iH 
(Q 

4-> 

en 

03 
03 
-U 

to 

1      w 

o   c 

E    O 

O    --I 

o    zi 

to     CO 
rH    -H 

^    cd 

.-3   ^ 

•U      CJ 

CO    -rH 

to    to 

O    -H 
rH     O 
^     O 

+j    to 

CD 
.H 

to    to 

rH     -r-l 

to     t/> 

to    o    f-. 

^    rH    -rH 

to   ^    .TJ 

q;    cc  ^ 
•d  -tJ    o 

CO     CO 

i«:     rH     -rH 

to    ,C     .TJ 

03     CC    £ 
Ti    4J     O 

to 

to     U 

to    .3 

03    ^ 

-d    o 

1    d 

-li    "-1     o 

>   -^ 

o 

•H        1 

t^    C    to 

JJ    -H      B 

o    &    o 

03           "d 
-H  J- 

o 

•H       i 

u    d 

o   &    o 
(D         -d 

rH     r-\ 
CD 

U 
•r-t        1 

^^    d    to 

*J     -r-l       P 
O       &       C 

a>        "d 

iH   CM 
CD 

O       1 

•H    d 

^1     -H       CO 

03     C    "d 
rH      d 

O 
•H        1 

^^    d    CO 

-U    .H     !? 

o   &    o 

(D         -d 

rH  J- 
CD 

o 

•r^       1 

u   d 

4J     -H      ^ 

o   ^    o 
(u        "d 

rH    .H 
Q) 

O 
•H        1 

(-.    d    CO 

-4->     --1      ^ 

o    &    o 

03          "d 

r-\    CM 

03 

o 

•H       1 

f4    d    CO 

4J    .H     '• 

u    &    o 
o        "d 

-H  J- 

Halls 

and 

Ceiling 

U      I 

0)    c 

-U     O     <D 
to     O    -tJ 

.3           0) 

rH      d      tH 

A  o    o 

0) 
*^ 

y 

o 
d 
c 

o 

^    1 

o    d 

.-J         1) 

-H      d      Jh 

ceo 

(D 

<U 

u 
o 
d 

o 

U      1 

(D    d    <u 

+3       O     +J 

w     O     CJ 
rH     d     O 

a  c 

U     1 

CD     d     (D 
4->     O    -U 
to    O    0) 

-H    d    o 

ft  c 

03 

■!-> 

■V 

u 
o 

d 
o 

u 

^4         1 

o   d 

4J      C      O 
to     O    4-) 
.;              C3 

r-l      d      ^1 

coo 

CO 

o 

o 

o 
o 

■  (B 

0) 

o 

d 

6 

■d 

o 
o 

o 
d 

CJ 

■d 
o 
o 

■d 
o 

03 

c 

o 
d 
o 
o 

■d 
o 

c 

Dimen- 
sions 

o 

CM 
CM 
X 

o 

X 

o 

CM 

OJ 
rH 

CM 
X 

CM 

CM 
X 

'50 

BC 

CM 
CM 
K 

J- 

rH 

CM 
,— 1 
K 
O 

rH 
X 
CM 

rH 

o 

X 
CM 
CM 

X 
00 

50 

rH 

X 
LO 
rH 

X 
Ol 

rH 

Floor 
Loca- 
tion 

■d 

d 

C\J 

S 
CO 

• 

e 

CO 

-d 

d 

C\J 

4-5 

to 

-H 

• 

E 

CO 

to 

o 

+> 

n 
o 
P. 

0) 

to 

• 

V. 

rH 

o 

• 

*    .  ^ 

o    > 

o 

w 

rH 
U 

• 

■H       > 

O 

_t,0 

rH 

o 

.;;  = 

to 

^                 U     rH 

o    > 

to 

fH 

u 

•   -1- 

O     r- 
U      > 

JO 

rH 
O 

.     -(-! 
O     r- 
U       > 

m 

Cm 

•  H         • 

03    tH 
A     O 

to 

r-^ 

1 

-   83  - 


! 
I 

f)fl  1 

c:  -1   >j 

•  H      M     +J 

T? 

■n 

tS 

TJ 

Ti 

Td 

T< 

W     (/)    •^^ 

o 

o 

O 

o 

O 

O 

8 

3     0)    ■-I 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O     O    -rt 

i^ 

t>D 

^ 

M 

ftO 

v> 

M 

tc    O  ^ 

ir. 

<'^ 

, 

to 

, 

T. 

1      «". 

1 

1 

.-H 

iJ 

r— I 

to 

>- 

rH   :=! 

Tj 

o 

■c( 

p- 

c 

o    o 

1 

1 

,o 

o 

,o 

.0 

u 

O     0) 

J^ 

B 

0) 

cn    C 

1 

1 

<vD 

rH 

« 

•H      Cti 

GO 

'          r^ 

r-H 

LTv 

S   —1 

1 

1 

i 

cn 

. 

. 

. 

• 

•H 

1     ^1 

^ 

^ 

/^ 

^ 

^ 

,-1 

-U 

c    0) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

C 

o   a 

C,-! 

<i-i 

<M 

'n' 

Vh 

'■*H 

CO 

O     -H 

A 

CO 

V^ 

o 

C\J 

CO 

K> 

1 

3" 

jj 

OJ 

r-— 

i-H 

^ 

• 
cn 

J- 

J- 

^I) 

J- 

CM           1        r^ 

r— { 

N^ 

r^ 

cn 

o 

CM 

^-~ 

■ — 

-*J 

LTv 

O 

O 

O 

Lr\ 

f>i 

<u 

1 

r-— 

o 

CTi 

o 

r-H 

c 

<D 

_r 

f^J 

XT 

ru 

> 

.—1 

(i( 

1 

(U 

O 

-H 

.-H 

t:) 

r-H 

-d 

x; 

& 

1 

'S 

o 

o 

1 

a> 

o 

CO 

D 

o 

o 

(U 

o 

Eh 

1 

-IJ 

-u 

&: 

*:> 

& 

cn 

tn 

cn 

1       CO 

cn         tM 

o   c 

'B    ^    ttH 

w 

tn 

CO    tn 

cn 

H    O 

^H     -P     -H 

w    ^ 

o 

Q) 

CO     ^1 

to 

U    <u 

C/O       ^4 

O    -H 

,-0     -H      ^< 

^  -H 

d 

d 

M  -H 

^ 

•H     rH 

^     -H 

O     40 

^      &      11 

en    cO 

o 

o 

CO    CO 

cn 

CO     ^ 

CO    cO 

O     CO 

cn         A 

c  ^ 

d 

d 

-j>  Si 

c; 

^      a 

o  x: 

«5  t:) 

cn 

-c3    o 

t:)    o 

Tii 

O    -tJ 

XI     u 

U               -1 

•rH         1 

O      1 

o 

O 

o 

o 

-iJ         1    a 

t.    d     CO 

■-H   d 

•H       1 

"H      1 

•  r-t 

1 

■H       1 

X.     Ti     -^      O 

+3    tM     rr 

f-i  -H    cn 

J-1     d     03 

fn     d     to 

^ 

d    to 

fn     d     CO 

M     C     -tJ     -H 

o   e   O 

■tJ    "^    5 

4J     -H      & 

-U     -iH      f- 

4J 

•H      I» 

-U    -H     t^ 

•H     nJ     C    -tJ 

(U             Ti 

o         o 

o   ^    o 

O     &     O 

O 

B-    O 

t)    fr    o 

1-1             (D     03 

t-H   r— 

z-    o  -^ 

0)         ri 

OJ             T* 

.]; 

■n 

(D            C 

>  --t 

1 

O 

-H    d 

i-H    CM 

I-H    LTn 

i-H 

LTN 

--H  J- 

- 

(D 

O 

OJ 

O 

Ui 

Jh      I 

o 

to       a 

3)     C     ^^ 

4-3 

^.   1 

U     1 

^1 

1 

^<       1 

r-t  "ri   -i-i 

4->        O      -P 

■a 

O     d 

CD     d     Q) 

o 

d    a 

<u    d    0) 

-H     C    .-H 

O     O     O 

tn 

-u    o    :d 

-4J     O    -U 

HJ 

O    -IJ 

■U     o    -U 

CO  a  -H 

tO           U 

O 

cn      O     4J 

cn    o    05 

CO 

O     c 

to    o    •■- 

tS             0) 

i-H     C     O 

s-^ 

cO            0) 

,j         (^ 

CO 

^H 

Cd            !h 

o 

P-    O 

o 

■-H   d    ^1 

rH      d      O 

r-< 

d   o 

iH     d    o 

_._"__. 

::;    c    o 

a  o 

Pi 

o 

Ph    O 

y 

o 

•tj 

+j 

w 

o 

I"* 

r^ 

'd 

Ti 

;-> 

t:! 

u 

fH 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

d 

& 

r^ 

te 

1— 1 

rj 

o 

o 

P«H 

o 

" 

O 

o 

r-^ 

ITS 

CM 

■sTi 

1 

J- 

,H 

CM 

CM 

,-H 

I-H 

C     M 

X 

X 

K 

« 

K 

y. 

(a    c 

^ 

o 

CM 

CV 

f-> 

rH 

S    o 

1 

'\i 

r-\ 

CM 

■H 

rH 

rH 

•  rH     .M 

•-^ 

X 

X 

X 

« 

X 

Pi      CO 

,--:r 

» 

X) 

CM 

CM 

CM 

r-H 

r-H 

r-H 

r-f 

(h      1       C 

• 

^ 

O    CO    o 

jj 

■^ 

X) 

+J 

-kJ 

-tJ 

-u 

O    O   ■■^ 

cn 

c 

d 

e 

cn 

CO 

CO 

^     O   -tJ 

rH 

C\J 

OJ 

cn 

^H 

rH 

rH 

P-H    y^ 

^-^ 

1 
1 

>s 

-r 

^1 

cn 

CO 

cn 

cn 

CO 

tH 

Vl 

O 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

. 

o 

O 

+J 

u 

a 

• 

• 

fH 

• 

•  M 

(D 

cn      • 

to      • 

cn      • 

o 

• 

•    • 

•       •    CO 

cn 

C       • 

cO    'm 

J   -u 

:3    -i^ 

-tJ     •    ' 

Vl 

■^  ^,  1 

tM    -U      > 

o 

O   Vc 

<'J   tf-i 

G)    '-H 

■D     iH 

"H     !«      , 

<tH 

£•  y 

^   p.  f 

p. 

U   Vh 

u    o 

U      > 

f^      > 

T)    tM     ■ 

o 

5  "^ 

O    0  ™ 

tt) 

o   o 

Eh 

t-H 

Eh 

^    o   ' 

C/3 

t/-l 

n 

o 

i 

<<          : 

I 

-   84  - 


"  1 

^D   -rH       >> 

d     03    -u 

•r) 

•r-(      03    -rH 

O 

03      <U    rH 

O 

:b     O   -H 

W 

O      O    ^ 

m  <i 

I      OT 

1 

0)     o 
O     03 

1 

u 

.2  § 

1 

T- 

>-. 

c 
a 

+J 

2    rH 

1 

+J 

. 

a: 

d 

03 

Tl 

ffl 

CO 

1       U 

• 

•n 

a   a) 

Vi 

-V 

o   d 

O     -H 

r— 

CO 

C\J 

4J 

• 

(D 

rH 

rH 

o 

> 

4J 

(D 

1 

bD 

0) 

d 

Ph 

1 

> 

M 

(U 

1 

(D 

a 

J^ 

•^ 

1 

to 

Eh 

1       OJ 

o  d 

tJ 

E    O 

o 

o  ••-< 

o 

O     4J 

W) 

O    to 

<J    Td 

1    d 

o 

■U           -rt     O 

•H    1 

^    -C)    ^J    .H 

^1     d     03 

!<D  d    d  -kJ 

+j  -rt   & 

■i-t    CO    o    CO 

o    &    o 

h^             >    rH 

a)        t3 

rH     OJ 

<c 

M 

(^ 

M          d 

® 

r-l     TJ    -H 

-u 

nH      d     rH 

03 

CO       CO     -rH 

CO 

tS              03 

r-< 

o 

o- 

E           (D 

03 

^                4^ 

^1 

03             03 

O 

rH     d     ^. 

O 

O     O     O 

,-< 

C         d 

pR 

■H             O 

rH             O 

1     m 

d    d 

O 

o    o 

rH 

S  -H 

M 

■H     03 

J- 

O 

rH 

ti     1     d 

O     CD     O 

O      O     -rH 

1 

rH     O    +J 

Pi    vJ 

1 

>> 

• 

(h 

tH 

O 

1)     ttH 

4> 

(;D   O 

•H 

CO 

la 

• 

o 

-C)    -P 

Qt 

M     OJ 

<D 

O     03 

n 

Ctf 

® 

O'' 


CJ 

s 


CO 

> 

• 

r^ 

rH 

CO 

•  - 

C 

O 

c> 

'■1 

(T~ 

» 

r-{ 

(1) 

K 

1 

ffi 

d 

c> 

>s 

•iH 

4J 

+J 

d 

o 

o 

s 

o 

*i 

03 

Tt 

d 

d 

o 

CO 

o 

r-> 

03 

^ij 

1-4 

o 

■H 

ii 

u 

O 

,o 

O 

rt 

.» 

01 

Q) 

•H 

^1 

o 

4-3 

03 

O 

& 

bH 

03 

o 

u 

Housing,    1 
Accessi- 
bility 

1 

o 
o 

•^v 

Miscel- 
laneous 

1 
1 
1 

4J 
•  iH 

d 

Con- 
tainers 

• 

• 

Cm 
OJ 

. 

03 

r-\ 
O 
> 

1— 1 

d 
•H 

+3 

03 

Ph 

1 

1 

> 

CD 
CO 

Type 

1 
1 

Accomo- 
dations 

3  desks 
10  chairs 

Light 
and 
Venti- 
lation 

electric 
3  win- 
dows 

Walls 

and 

Ceiling 

plaster 

03 

u 

o 
o 

wood 

Dimen- 
sions 

X 

C\J 

,-t 
X 

o 

Floor 
Loca- 
tion 

4-> 

03 
rH 

Depository 

Supt .  '  s 
off. 

13 

43 

tM 

O 

■H 

x-- 

3 

tJ 

d 

o 

CO 

^-> 

<-\ 

n 

03 

t— * 

o 

fO 

iJ 

(\j 

O 

o 

•  • 

rt 

fM 

r<-> 

» 

cr 

<i) 

rH 

p) 

d 

1 

0) 

> 

c. 

< 

•  H 

^ 

•!-> 

+j 

tj 

mH 

2 

«M 

+j 

1 

03 

>J 

d 

4J 

o 

d 

o 

0) 

> 

1— 1 

Eh 

03 

03 

(M 

4J 

rH 

to 

(M 

CM 

rd 

d 

S 

13 

03 

•iH 

-4J 

^4 

fl) 

CO 

Ih 

■u 

o 

•H 

d 

d 

o 

CO 

o 

CO 

to 

ffl 

.|H 

d 

03 

o 

O 

+j 

r-\ 

01 

:i 

C) 

^ 

u 

J^ 

03 

o 

^ 

•H 

0 

U 

tH 

^ 

-P 

+J 

d 

d 

3 

03 

c 

fc: 

o 

03 

03 

Tj 

CO 

d 

^ 

CTl 

rH 

tJ 

(/I 

c^ 

t— i 

as 

a 

OJ 

O 

03 

o 

■rH 

rt 

Si 

o 

+J 

03 

© 

03 

^ 

^ 

bH 

.    1 

t^     ■rH         >J 

d     03    -tJ 

T) 

!»i3        tJ 

■H      1/3    ■H 

o 

d     «    03 

03     03    rH 

O 

■n     to  Ti 

;3     O    -H 

ElD 

rH       .0    0) 

O    O   ,c 

■rH      O    03 

a 

K    < 

■+H        d 

Tl 

1       03 

>:   ^> 

(-< 

rH       0 

1 

03      03 

o 

03     O 

<D     & 

t3 

O     03 

1 

Ti    a 

(13 

03     d 

u 

« 

■-H      CO 

I 

r^  t3 

-iJ 

■  H 

03 

• 

4J 

1        t. 

,c 

d 

d     03 

t 

• 

31 

o    d 

tM 

0 

U    'f-t 

1 

J' 

4J 

1 

r<-\ 

03 

rH 

rH 

1 

O 

'■^ 

1 

-t-J 

03 

1 

O 

«lO 

O 

LO 

d 

TlH 

1 

•rH 
> 

TS 

rH 

o 

o 

03 

s 

1 

o 

10 

EH 

1 

03 

03 

1    n 

^1 

u 

o   d 

.id     -H 

X     -rH 

£■  O 

03      .-3 

03     .-3 

O     -r) 

03       rC 

03  .d 

o  -u 

-ci    o 

tS    o 

O    .-O 

<j^  -n 

rH    CM 

rH     K^ 

O 

O 

1     d 

•H        1 

•  H        1 

-P              -iH      O 

!h    d 

^.     d     03 

j:^   Tj  -u   -n 

+3     ■H      ^ 

4J     .rH       t 

f^  d    d  += 
■n    CO    O    .-0 

O    g:     O 

O    [5    o 

03            TJ 

03            TJ 

r^           >    rH 

rH    r^ 

rH    OJ 

03 

03 

-J) 

03             d 

^ 

Sh 

.— 1    Td     -rH 

03 

03 

.-1      d     rH 

4J 

4-) 

CO    CO   -n 

03 

03 

&            u 

.0 

a 

o 

r-^ 

rH 

ft 

ft 

03 

u 

o 

0) 

03 

o 

^ 

rH 

r-\ 

■H 

■  r4 

pR 

4-5 

4J 

ir> 

LO 

1       03 

r-l 

1— 1 

d   d 

X 

X 

03     O 

o 

o 

E  -n 

f-H 

f— 1 

•H      03 

X 

'S 

Q 

OJ 

CM 

r-\ 

,-( 

tl       1 

4J 

4-3 

o    CO    d 

03 

03 

o    o    0 

rH 

rH 

1— 1       O      'rl 

Ph  ^^  *^ 

>> 

(-< 

03 

o 

— 

Vh             ^. 

i           -^ 

.        . 

O     rH      O 

■  rH 

4-3    Cm 

CO     4J 

03 

a<M 

•   o   o 

O 

0    o 

'<H    -H     03 

O. 

to 

Cm   rb    (h 

03 

O     03    -H 

O 

S   Q 

I      ..  -  . 

-   85  - 


<0 

a 

•H 

1-1 

O 

>S 

3 

O 

•> 

t—i 

+J 

R 

Q 

I— t 

(1) 

o 

Ih 

s 

-t> 

o 

W 

c:i 

^ 

« 

+» 

<D 

» 

■P 

00 

>< 

M 

•H 

fe 

to 

pr] 

Fh 

m 

a 

rH 

O  VD 

O 

* 

• 

kO 

s 

c 

CI 

•H 

k—t 

Ti 

H 

rH 

<! 

•H 

Ci 

::! 

o 

PP 

^ 

rH 

r1 

cn 

fe; 

ft 

t— ( 

•H 

!5 

o 

O 

•iH 

m 

c 

w 

p> 

t/1 

^ 

w 

d 

t— t 

o 

« 

■  rH 

<> 

CO 

H 

tn 

*— * 

.rH 

M 

H 

O 

E 

cu 

c 

w 

a 

Q 

W^ 

Pm 

r.) 

o 

•M 

EH       O 


s 


0) 

> 


-   1 

r^ 

t:) 

TJ 

C     03    +J 

<D 

ca    (h 

o    ^ 

.r4       CO     -r-l 

-c! 

-d    o 

tS     o 

tn      Q)     rH 

& 

&    o 

&    o 

;3    o  "H 

O 

O     ft 

o    ft 

c     o  ,^ 

t4 

;-i 

u 

01 

t:'.   < 

u 

o 

o 

x) 

1     tn 

t1 

rH      J3 

1 

1 

1 

o 

<D     O 

o 

O     (D 

1 

1 

1 

<D 

CO     C 

Ph 

•H   c:      1 

1 

1 

1 

>i 

S   --1 

4J 

.rH 

, 

, 

• 

+3 

CO 

t3 

xi 

Ti 

c 

1     u 

• 

• 

• 

CO 

a  D 

'^-l 

tH 

Vh 

1=1 

3    c 

1 

y 

O     'H 

t — 

-:t 

. 

to 

1 

rH 

Q 

1 

> 

+3 

w; 

(D 

1 

'  c 

D 

•iH 

N 

I 

1 

> 
rH 

(D 

(D 

1 

j:3 

S 
&H 

1 

1     w 

^ 

tH 

Ti 

o    c 

<D 

T 

<u 

E     C 

4-J 

43 

43 

O     -H 

.r< 

.H 

.rH 

U    -IJ 

g 

E 

E 

O     -3 

•W 

•H 

.rH 

<:  t:! 

rH 

rH 

•r-i 

o 

O 

u 

1    a 

.|H 

1 

•n     1 

■r4        1 

+3              -rH      C 

h 

a  to 

^4    C!    to 

'-'       ^       ^ 

^     rd     +j     .rH 

4-> 

■ri      !5 

43     -rH      JS 

43     -rl       S 

!»i3    d     C   -P 

O 

&    o 

O    f:    O 

O       &       O 

.H     CO     (D     CO 

o 

t:! 

'U          tJ 

(U           "d 

K^t             >     rH 

rH 

C\J 

rH      O 

r-^    rH 

C) 

a    d 

(U 

f^O 

w        a 

!.< 

f-i 

^ 

rH    t:)    -H 

CD 

(D 

O 

rH      C    f-l 

jJ 

43 

43 

CO     CO   -n 

CO 

rfl 

to 

f5         a 

a 

:a 

■-■0 

O 

rH 

r-t 

,-< 

P< 

P' 

ft 

4J 

43 

43 

W 

C 

C 

d 

^1 

(D 

o 

<u 

o 

e 

E 

E 

o 

0) 

o 

OJ 

r-t 

1 

o 

u 

o 

Ph 

1     tn 

r— 

a  c 

rH 

r— 

60 

0)     O 

Ni 

t«! 

X 

E     .H 

<J> 

Lr> 

Lr> 

•ri    tn 

W 

« 

X 

R 

to 

M 

60 

^     1 

o   (0   d 

ti 

-c) 

Td 

o    o    o 

c 

d 

d 

rH      O    .H 

ro 

(\j 

C\J 

(i.     H^     43 

>. 

^ 

O 

S 

4-2 

« 

43 

o 

..H 

o 

0) 

o 

to 

.|H 

CO 

u 

O 

tn 

o 

Si 

Ph 

Vi 

,-{ 

to 

o 

( 

o 

u 

£0 

o 

15 

d 


o 

.3 


(1) 

d 

ID 
> 

.d 

43 


CO 

(D 

pq 

E 

u 

CO 

>5 
43 


o 
o 


•  1 

W   •'H       >5 
d      to     43 

.r4      CO     .H 

Tj 

to      CD     rH 

c 

:d    O   -n 

o 

O     O    ,ti 

UD 

to 

jn  <! 

1     to 

Ti 

rH      ^ 

1) 

t^ 

0)     o 

Vl 

o 

o    (u 

.J 

f) 

to    d 

to 

<■.) 

•H      CO 

rt 

>= 

2     rH 

r-i 

J3 
.H 

43 

01 

• 

1  d 

1    ^" 

ti 

cC 

d    <o 

• 

;:i 

o    d 

«M 

O" 

o  -H 

1 

Cj 

60 

+3 

• 

to 

rH 

O 

> 

i            43 

i              <U 

W)     1       ■a 

d      1       P-i 

.|H 

> 

rH                     <D 

(D                      ft 

s:           S 

to       1         EH 

1 

1     to 

c   d 

B    o 

tJ 

O    -H 

o 

1                  O    43 

o 

O     CO 

kD 

oi  -d 

o 

1     d 

•H        1 

43              .HO 

t4    d    to 

^     -d     43     -H 

43     .rl      ^ 

t^D  d    d  43 

O      &      O 

•H    CO    o    nj 

O           'O 

i-:|          >    r-{ 

rH    OJ 

(D 

UO 

w         d 

^ 

1                rH     tJ     .rH 

(D     rH 

r-\      a     r-i 

43      CO 

,-0    CO  -H 

to     43 

tS                G> 

CO     CD 

O 

rH      e 

ft 

to 

•rl 

^ 

o 

o 

o 

o 

& 

rH 

!i< 

1     to 

o 

c   d 

h— 

CD     O 

X 

S     -rt 

O 

•  H      to 

r^ 

O 

« 

O 

rH 

u    1    d 

O     C5     o 

+3 

O     O    -H 

CO 

rH      O    43 

r-\ 

r-H  h:i 

>s 

^ 

o 

+3 

<D 

.H 

O 

to 

■  r-i 

o 

tM 

ft 

'44 

(U 

O 

1          « 

1 

-   86  - 




rH 

^ 

tM 

• 

* 

+j 

CO 

•  • 

to 

•  t^ 

• 

1     -r; 

• 

rH 

rH 

-10} 

4J 

•  r- 

r-t 

+J 

-<|W   ^H 

4J 

> 

OJ 

!-i 

J- 

t(-<         - 

rH 

C7^  t^ 

rH 

- 

rH 

O 

to 

• 

> 

Ul 

> 

to 

• 

ft 

— 

«« 

tJ   -p 

«     • 

to 

+J 

* 

o 

^J 

• 

C    E 

M 

w 

• 

•    +:> 

to 

• 

E 

« 

!^ 

^1 

-p 

r^    to 

.V 

4J     rH 

• 

.i: 

to 

r-{ 

■D 

E 

^ 

. 

• 

« 

rH 

E     > 

• 

J^ 

rH 

JD 

tH 

to 

rH 

tn 

• 

i! 

-u 

V 

U 

CO 

.i^ 

rH 

O 

•r-l 

O 

^ 

-p     • 

rH 

E 

rH 

r     CO 

rH 

O 

• 

■d 

rC 

rH    -P 

O 

M 

O 

• 

~ 

U 

• 

-U 

C 

+J 

• 

>     rH 

^ 

,0 

u 

•         • 

• 

u, 

rH 

ai 

•r-H 

■P 

> 

01 

• 

• 

■  H 

-1^  .X 

• 

o 

•H 

> 

to 

:3 

rH 

to 

tj 

o 

• 

o 

o 

rH     rH 

o 

u 

O 

• 

-c 

u 

.       > 

-     to 

u 

o 

+j 

o 

>      O 

o 

A 

to 

u 

(-1 

^1 

•   — 

o 

r-l 

.» 

•  •^ 

— 

rH 

o 

•H 

to 

to      • 

o 

> 

.  „ 

1 

to      • 

. . 

,  . 

-r|N 

• 

> 

o 

O 

— 

a  Jlli 

(U 

1 

r^lNHlOJ 

-         U 

h|N 

rH 

rH 

,^ 

a) 

« 

O    rH 

W 

CO 

m 

r^ 

iH 

•     -H 

CM 

r-- 

ao 

rH 

to    h|N 

i-i 

'■J 

,id-i|C\) 

^1      O 

1 — 

— 

LTs 

ii    u 

C!> 

O 

-      I~— 

^ 

rH     CM 

-P 

Vi 

• 

* 

rH 

pt 

'-hIOJ 

•  r^ 

c 

-U 

tj 

■ 

o 

^ 

^ 

„ 

* 

O      •- 

» 

• 

• 

• 

X 

c 

*■ 

.-  u 

• 

r-l 

• 

^ 

• 

• 

rH 

rH          . 

u 

,— I 

a 

•         • 

O    -H 

-u 

1— 1 

o 

rH 

Vl 

.    rH 

rH 

Vl 

Vh       • 

•  H 

o     . 

to 

•H 

O     rH 

(T.   O 

i       c 

tH 

tn 

O 

U    '-M 

tn 

'Vh 

o 

-|j 

ft 

O     ^H 

<v 

• 

•H 

+J 

•C    Ch 

•    E 

'11 

0) 

»      •" 

o 

-e 

f-l 

Tj 

M 

u   -c! 

Td 

to 

^H        O 

■  •• 

O     '0 

o 

^1 

..    rcJ 

■U3 

t^ 

a 

•H 

c 

— 

C 

C 

rH 

r^ 

CM 

O     JD 

M 

d 

.h|N   G 

-P 

(a 

CM 

o 

CM 

• 

•  -  CM 

CM 

to 

CO 

r^  OJ 

E      • 

p^ 

CO 

-10) 

• 

m    ■- 

•  v-           • 

>> 

4J 

CT^ 

CO       • 

• 

a. 

• 

a 

O      • 

• 

-l-> 

-*->         • 

«k 

O    -U 

0) 

M 

• 

JD    ':h 

'          Td 

+J 

C\J 

■u 

a 

CJ>  -u 

*^ 

rH 

C7N 

rH      U 

• 

Lr\  rH 

c 

0         • 

•  -p 

Vl 

1     c 

1— 1 

CM 

nH 

u 

,H 

<H 

> 

CM 

>      O 

^M 

> 

^1 

O     rH 

.    rH 

•     O 

d 

> 

>■ 

+j 

-    > 

> 

o 

■■H 

* 

o 

O    Vl 

<*-,      > 

-P 

•. 

• 

to 

» 

to 

o 

.     [0 

-u 

tM 

rH      to 

■    >i 

to 

• 

to 

•  ••    • 

+:>     W 

to 

— 

• 

•-       •» 

'■M    - 

-»J 

+3      rd 

O      to 

>    - 

^ 

-^^ 

M 

LCA  -u 

rH   - 

— 

-<|CM 

• 

-|J 

.  50 

CO 

U-l       • 

.-3 

•H     ^^ 

— 

• 

o 

• 

B 

• 

^  e 

>       • 

• 

r — 

M. 

E 

X     rH 

— 

O    .ii 

d  r^ 

to      • 

to    to 

4J 

M 

tr. 

X 

tn 

,y 

^^ 

rH 

to 

rH 

Vi 

rH 

CO 

O 

-    M 

-         .0 

•H 

fH 

^ 

rH 

.^ 

to    rH 

M 

•> 

O 

,n 

O 

tM 

to    o 

— 

;-!       • 

.    rH 

•    o 

m 

O 

O 

• 

-        O 

o 

• 

• 

•H 

— 

o 

•H     4J 

to    O 

to     f-l 

o 

• 

-ij     • 

• 

■4J 

• 

• 

•     -IJ 

fn 

■        • 

+J 

O    ,H 

■■S 

d  -p 

e 

• 

+j 

• 

e  -p 

o      • 

• 

E 

o 

-t-j 

fH        E 

■T* 

^1    u 

d 

3 

B       • 

CD 

0) 

o 

rH 

c 

to    rH 

o    c 

c- 

to 

u 

rH 

■r-i      to 

^ 

O    -H 

+j 

o   d 

^1    o 

fn     •- 

p, 

o 

> 

o 

,o    > 

rt  o 

o 

X) 

a. 

> 

O   jri 

m 

O     O 

CO 

-p    > 

EH     O 

Eh    -H 

(0 



ri 

o 

0) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

c 

• 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 

• 

fl! 

rH 

1 

p. 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

i-l 

■u 

C3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

'd 

,H 

,o 

1 

E 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

,t^ 

<1> 
O 

.H 

1 

r<-> 

f 

I 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

CM 

CO 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

•I- 

S 

CO 

^1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

X^ 

,n 

^ 

x^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

1 

1 

-Q 

■o 

•r- 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

cfl 

tM 

tH 

'■H 

tM 

^ 

tH 

tM 

1 

1 

^H 

<M 

+5 

o 

CM 

VD 

VD 

rH 

VD 

rH 

1 

I 

lO 

CM 

o 

I~~- 

CM 

J- 

r^ 

CJ^ 

Lr\ 

CM 

r— 

rH 

a 

CM 

CJ 

rH 

J- 

UD 

CM 

rH 

1 

1 

M 

1 

03 

E 

<T^ 

r^ 

IT 

o 

rH 

^ 

en 

50 

1 

CM 

r-\ 

pi 

Lr> 

J- 

J- 

(~1 

J- 

\D 

CM 

r-\ 

O 

cr 

CM 

^ 

r^ 

I 

CM 

'o 

rH 

> 

1 

!>s 

CD 

C 

-tJ 

-P 

u 

«H 

(D 

Td 

.i«! 

-(-> 

M 

>H 

o 

o   to 

U 

^ 

tH 

^1 

J3 

^ 

-p 

-p 

•  H 

c3 

0) 

pl 

O 

o 

-p 

u   a 

^H 

c 

rH 

O 

o 

o 

■=<J 

O     V 

U 

Vh 

PQ 

O 

^H 

o 

to    E 

o 

o 

<u 

<D 

J-J 

tM 

U 

CD 

•H      to 

■p 

>» 

>i 

■d 

>» 

+j 

•r-t 

t« 

O 

— 

>    to 

o 

-IJ 

+5 

u 

■u 

.U 

:=i 

•  r-r 

rt 

1) 

!h     id 

(1) 

f^ 

1 

o 

f:^ 

,o 

o 

tH 

o 

4J 

■D     to 

rH 

p 

o 

p 

o 

f-. 

a; 

^ 

.-0 

ft  to 

rH 

o 

o 

o 

O 

kl 

•  H 

^ 

o 

+J 

;3  ^ 

O 

o 

o 

lli 

o 

a, 

o 

t/) 

" 

rn- 

CO 

o 

-   87  - 


o 

r— 

in 

o 

^ 

E* 

» 

^ 

* 

• 

•  rH 

tn 

-4J 

U 

• 

Ti 

E 

CO 

CO 

u 

tn 

+j 

iH 

o 

,B 

■  rH 

o 

C! 

• 

a> 

• 

-■a 

E 

ffi 

i-H 

tn 

O 

d 

o 
o 

Vi 

> 

•  •■ 

• 

CO       • 

o 

o 

u 

o 

• 

:tvi 

o 

•H    o 

rH 

iH 

x: 

W 

• 

6 

x> 

o 

to    LT 

to 

-p 

•-          • 

o 

o 

VD 

iH 

O 

•• 

•"w 

c 

•vX) 

o 

r-H 

iH       • 

<U 

(D 

. 

t5 

a> 

m    rH 

r-H 

* 

» 

::i   M 

O 

E 

o 

u 

ro 

> 

• 

• 

o    o 

■H 

o 

o 

•  * 

u 

0)      •« 

r. 

• 

r-\ 

r-H 

U     4J 

c« 

^ 

H 

ai 

<v 

!-<      • 

• 

tn 

Vi 

t*H 

D     O 

t»H 

li^ 

C-, 

*3     rH 

^ 

>> 

X!     0) 

O 

• 

_,•! 

tn 

O 

o 

& 

T) 

■ri 

;=!   ^H 

o 

0 

■k 

Ti 

•  ■• 

O 

tn 

XJ 

c: 

a 

JO     -H 

(D 

o 

CO 

•»j 

a 

^     -^ 

rH 

CM      ^ 

C\J 

'^ 

U 

(U 

0) 

cd 

C\J    G 

tM 

Vf 

-liW 

'♦H 

a 

V( 

u 

to 

CM 

^ 

o 

o 

•  1^ 

• 

O    iH 

CO 

o 

«       pi 

o 

>s 

• 

• 

4-j  r<-^ 

-t-5 

CO 

■p 

•o 

r-{ 

^. 

•      • 

'-*-H 

• 

• 

r-l 

1-H 

•     U 

to 

• 

O 

O 

Vi    -U 

'+~H 

+3 

-u 

>    . 

> 

+2     -H 

•rH 

4J 

E 

■»J 

Vl    .-1 

o 

& 

a 

• 

QjTS 

tn 

& 

U 

♦  • 

•r-t 

o    > 

0 

^ 

tn  -p 

tn 

;^   0) 

CO 

^ 

ti 

(—1 

m 

tn 

tn 

tn 

-       rH 

•- 

0)    E 

.-0 

to 

Cm 

f-^ 

o 

in    in 

•- 

•  > 

t 

p. 

M    ». 

u 

^H 

^ 

M 

i! 

CfH     Ch 

0> 

v. 

<H 

«• 

0) 

»     • 

o 

o 

o 

r-H       to 

i-H 

o   o 

w 

o 

O 

CO 

P) 

w    m 

-(J 

o  - 

O 

CO 

u 

a   ^ 

•iH 

• 

• 

• 

•       * 

» 

• 

•H 

(U     D 

ti 

U-i 

tw 

•   o 

• 

Vh    %h 

Ti 

<M 

Vl 

Ch 

t.   ^1 

5 

Vl 

tw 

C     (U 

o 

Cm  ch 

r-l 

<tH 

tH 

Vl 

Eh    -t^ 

•^ 

o 

O 

O     ^1 

o 

O    O 

O 

o 

o 

o 

tn 

01 

-u 

u 

;J 

a> 

CD 

o 

r-H 

^ 

(U 

« 

^ 

• 

tn 

3 

a 

r-t 

o 

r-H 

ft 

1 

^1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

CO 

TJ 

o 

Ti 

■xi 

r-l 

^ 

^ 

^ 

E 

I 

tH 

1 

1 

1 

0) 

1 

l-l 

^    I-H 

Vl 

0) 

^ 

N-A 

r-H 

U^ 

I 

tn    (B 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

o 

i-H 

a  j:: 

to 

en 

1 

Ti    tn 

■i-i 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

2 

r-H    r-^ 

M 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

U 

^ 

^ 

^ 

-o 

^ 

-d 

^ 

TJ 

Ti 

<D 

• 

• 

• 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

* 

a 

1 

Vh 

tn 

Ch 

1 

Vi 

Ch 

Vi 

<« 

V-t 

Cm 

•H 

33 

1 

00 

r^ 

r— - 

1 

60 

r<^ 

p^ 

C\J 

CO 

r^ 

4J 

r^ 

C\J 

OJ 

c 

1 

1 

o 

o 

1 

1 

M 

1 

1 

t 

1 

<B 

1 

P 

ir> 

C\J 

r^ 

r^ 

1 

I-H 

1 

»-£> 

1 

1 

p 

ou 

1 

m 

iH 

r-( 

1 

1 

1 

1 

O 

1 

> 

tn 

en 

>> 

Vl 

fH 

J 

0) 

O 

s 

tn 

<u 

•H 

a> 

o 

^ 

u 

C(H       ^ 

»H 

o 

^ 

'Jfl 

0) 

to 

O      J 

W 

•H 

o 

•r* 

C! 

•H    E 

Cm 

03 

p! 

«    C 

Vl 

M 

m 

o 

tn    3 

-tJ    I-H 

E 

CO 

o 

V( 

u 

•  H 

O    -rl 

c!    0) 

o 

(1) 

•  H 

o 

ca 

<M 

tn 

u 

(D    tn 

<M     M      fH 

0)   & 

tc 

u 

tn    tn 

u 

u 

o 

O 

o 

CiD  to 

o   :3   CO 

E 

p) 

(3    to 

;3 

o 

>» 

CO    --H 

O    +3 

*J     V 

> 

PQ 

CO    -H 

tn 

+-) 

• 

• 

V 

C!    g 

Td      tl     -H 

U     •iH 

-tj 

^    E 

CO 

•  rH 

-l-J 

■u 

> 

•H     B 

(-.(DC! 

co  -o  a 

,13      rH 

c 

S 

0)    E 

0) 

"3 

p- 

ft 

u 

CO     o 

'^'S 

3 

^ 

■tJ    O 

V4 

::< 

s 

3 

3 

tH      <J) 

O   J3   CO 

0)    ::( 

o 

0)  O 

Eh 

-< 

00 

00 

to 

« 

Q   f^ 

o 

^ 

> 

-  88  - 

(First  entry,   p.   97) 


5.      ABBREVIATIONS,    SYICBOLS,   AMD  EXPLANATORY  NOTES 

alph,    elpha'betical(ly) 

app. appendix 

arr. arranged  (arrangement) 

Art. Article 

assr. assessor 

atty. attorney 

aud. auditor 

bd. "board 

bdl a bundle (  s) 

bldg. .tuilding 

bsmt. basement 

cf confer  (compare) 

ch. chapter(  s) 

chron. chronological  (ly) 

cir.  circuit 

elk. clerk 

CO county 

coll. collector 

cont.. continued 

cor. coroner 

ct. court 

dept. department 

ed. edited,  edition 

f .b. file  box(es) 

f  .d. file  drawer(  s) 

f . ,  ff and  following  page  (ps,ges) 

f  1 : floor 

fm. form 

ft.    feet 

hdgs.  headings 

hdw. liandwri  tten 

hi,vy  s hi  ghway  s 

ibid. ibidem   (in   the   seme  place) 

i.e. id  est   ( that   is) 

111, Illinois  Reports  (Supreme  Court) 

111. App. Illinois  Appellate  Court  (Reports) 

111.  S.A» Illinois  Statutes  Annotated 

in. inch(es) 

L. Laws  (  of  Illinois) 

loc.  cit. loco  citato  (in  the  place  cited) 

mi. mile(s) 

n. footnote (  s) 

no.(  s) number(  s) 

N.W. Northwestern  Reporter 

off. office 

op.  cit. opera  citato  (in  the  work  cited) 
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p.   ,   .. 
pr . 
pro. 

rec, 

R.L. 

rra. 

R.S., 

sch. 

sec. 

sep,   ^^  . 

Sess. 

sh. 

Sp. 

strm. 

supt... 

surv. 

treas.  •• 
tiTp » ( s ) 
U.S.R.S^.. 
U.S.S.L.... 

V. 

vet. 
vice 
vlt. 


page(s) 

printed 

probate 

recorder 

Revised  Laws  (of  Illinois) 

room 

Revised  Statutes  (of  Illinois) 

-school(s ) 

section(s ) 

separate 

Session 

sheriff 

Special 

storeroom 

superintendent 

surveyor 

treasurer 

to^^mship(s ) 

United  States  Revised  Statutes 

United  States  Statutes  at  Large 

volume (s ) 

veterinarian 

in  place  of 

vault 

current 


1,  Despite  inaccuracies  in  spelling  and  punctuation,  titles  of 
records  are  shovm.  in  the  inventory  proper  exactly  as  on  volumes  and 
file  bo^es.   The  current  or  most  recent  title  is  used  as  the  title  of 
the  entry e 

2,  Explanatory  additions  to  inadequate  titles  and  correctness  of 
erroneous  titles  are  enclosed  in  parentheses  and  have  initial  capitals. 

3.  In  the  absence  of  titles,  supplied  titles  are  capitalized  and 
enclosed  in  parentheses. 

4.  In  the  title  set-up,  letters  or  numbers  in  parentheses  indi- 
cate the  exact  labeling  on  volumes  or  file  boxes.   If  the  volumes  or 
file  boxes  are  unlabeled,  no  labeling  is  indicated. 


5.   Title  line  ^ross  references  are  used  to  complete  series  for 
records  kept  separately  for  a  period  of  time,  and  in  other  records  for 
different  periods  of  time,  as  in  entry  4,  "1833-86  in  Supervisors' 
Records,  entry  3,"   They  are  also  used  in  all  artificial  entries  - 
records  v/hich  must  be  shown  separately  under  their  own  proper  office 
or  section  heading  even  though  they  are  kept  in  files  or  records  appear- 
ing elsewhere  in  the  inventory,  as  in  entry  41,  "1850 —  in  Collector's 
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Book,  entry  49."  In  both  instances,  the  description  of  the  master 
entry  shows  the  title  and  entry  munber  of  the  record  from  which  the 
cross  reference  is  made,  as  in  entry  3,  "Also  contains  Supervisors' 
Blotter,  1833-86,  entry  4."  Dates  shown  in  the  description  of  the 
master  entry  are  only  for  the  part  or  parts  of  the  record  contained 
therein,  and  are  shown  only  when  they  vary  from  those  of  the  master 
entry. 

6.  Separate  third  paragraph  cross  references  fron  entry  to  entry, 
and  "see  also"  references  under  subject  headings,  are  used  to  show 
prior,  subsequent,  or  related  records  v;hich  are  not  part  of  the  sane 
series. 

7.  Fnere  no  explanation  of  thiS  beginning  or  for  the  discontin- 
uaXice  of  a  record  is  given,  and  where  no  cross  reference  appea,rG,  the 
information  explaining  such  beginning  or  discontinuance  could  not  be 
ascertained. 

8.  Unless  the  index  is  self-contained,  an  entry  for  the  index 
immediately  follows  its  record  entry.   Cross  references  are  given  for 
exceptions  to  this  rule. 

9.  Records  may  be  assumed  to  be  in  good  condition  unless  other- 
wise indicated. 

10.  On  maps  and  plat  records,  the  names  of  s.uthor,  engraver,  and 
publisher,  and  information  on  scale  have  been  omitted  only  when  these 
data  were  not  ascertainable. 

11.  Unless  otherwise  specified,  all  records  are  located  in  the 
county  courthouse. 
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I.   COUN'"Y  BOARD 


In  Illinois,  the  county  board  is  that  body  which  exercises  the 
corporate  or  politic  power  of  the  coiinty.-^   In  Pock  Island  County  since 
I833   three  bodies  have  successively  acted  as  a  county  board;  the  county 
commissioners'  court,  the  county  court,  and  the  board  of  sunervisors. 

The  Constitution  of  181H  provided  that  there  should  be  elected  in 
each  county,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  county  business,  three 
commissioners  whose  term  of  service,  powers,  and  dii.ties  should  be  regu- 
lated and  defined  by  law.-/  The  first  '^reneral  Assem.bly  denopiine-ted  the 
commi  ^^sioners  a  court  of  record,  styled  the  county  conmissioners'  court.  ^ 
Four  annual  sessions  were  required  to  be  held  for  six  days  each,  unless 
the  business  should  be  completed  sooner;  additionally,  any  one  of  the  com- 
missioners had  power,  upon  giving  five  days'  notice  to  the  remainine  com- 
missioners and  the  cleric  of  the  court,  to  call  a  special  court  which  had 
the  same  authorit.''-  as  at  a  regular  ■session."'  The  first  commissioners 
were  elected  for  an  irregular  term;°  subsequently,  it  was  provided  that 
they  should  be  elected  at  each  biennial  general  election;'  and  in  1837, 
the  term  was  lengthened  to  three  years  and  staggered,  with  one  new  com- 
missioner elected  annu.ally.?'  Thereafter,  the  commission.^'r  who  '-as  long- 
est in  office  was  to  be  recognized  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  court. 9 
Compensation,  originally  set  at  the  sum  of  SS-^i^  for  each  day's  attendance 
in  holding  court, 1^  later  was  reduced  to  $1.50.11   In  1821  provision  was 


1.  P..L-1827,  p.  107;  P-.^.isU^,  p.  130;  Ti.s.i8]h,   p.  306. 

2.  Pock  Island  was  created  in  I83I.  but  was  not  organized  until  1833, 
during  those  years  it  was  included  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  Jo 
Daviess  County.   L.I831,  p.  53* 

3.  Constitution  of  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  k. 
k.      L.I8I9,  p.  175. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  175,176. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  100.   The  commissioners  were  to  continue  in  office  from  the 
election  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  April,  ISI9,  until  the  first 
Wednesday  in  August,  1820,  and  until  their  successors  were  elected  and 
qualified.   Uot  until  1821  was  provision  mp.de  for  the  election  of  such 
successors  (T;.1821.  p.  80).      In  Roc).  Island  County,  the  first  commis- 
sioners held  office  from  July  5,  I833  to  August  ^,  I83U,  the  next  oc- 
currence of  a  regular  biennial  election. 

7.  L.1821.  p.  80. 

8.  P.L.I837,  p.  103,101+.   In  I838,  to  initiate  the  new  procedure,  three 
commissioners  were  elected;  by  lot,  they  held  office  respectively  for 
one,  two,  and  three  years. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  lOU. 

10.  L.1819.  p.  176. 

11.  R.t..l827.  P.  205. 
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made  for  the  removal  of  commissioners  for  malfeasance  or  nonfeasance  of 
duties,  with  proceedings  as  in  criminal  cases;!  when  the  first  criminal 
code  was  enacted  in  1827,  the  penalty  was  modified  to  a  fine  of  not  more 
than  $200,  with  removal  from  office  only  upon  recommendation  of  the  jury. 2 
Vacancies  resulting  from  any  cause  vrere  filled  by  special  election  upon 
order  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  the  district  judges  of  election. 3 

In  1848  when  the  State  of  Illinois  adopted  a  new  constitution,  the 
county  commissioners'  court  was  discontinued.   In  its  place,  the  con- 
stitution provided  for  an  administrative  body  to  be  composed  of  an  elect- 
ed officer,  the  county  judge,  and  such  number  of  justices  of  the  peace 
as  should  be  required  by  law.^  In  the  following  legislative  session,  the 
General  Assembly  provided  for  the  election  of  t-;/o  justices  of  the  peace 
to  sit  with  the  county  judge  to  transact  county  business.^  Their  term  of 
office,  like  that  of  the  county  judge,  was  set  at  four  years. 6  This  body, 
styled  the  county  court,  was  required  to  hold  four  sessions  annually  and 
when  so  sitting,  had  all  power,  jurisdiction,  and  authority  formerly  con- 
ferred upon  the  county  commissioners'  court.'''   The  compensation  of  the 
county  judge  was  originally  set  at  $2.50  for  every  day  of  holding  court. 8 
In  1855  the  amount  was  increased  to  $3.00.^ 

The  new  constitution  also  directed  the  General  Assembly  to  provide, 
by  general  law,  for  a  township  organization  under  which  any  county  might 
organize  whenever  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  the  county  should  so  de- 
termine.10  By  provision  of  the  subsequent  enabling  acts,-!-'-  a  board  of 
supervisors,  whose  members  were  to  be  elected  one  in  each  township  an- 
nually,l^  -vyas  created  to  transact  all  county  business  in  counties  adopt- 
ing township  organization. !2   The  board  of  supervisors  was  to  meet  for 
one  regular  session  a  year  with  the  provision  that  special  meetings  might 


1.  L.1821 ,  p.  20.   Conviction  further  carried  disqualification  from 
holding  office  for  one  year. 

2.  R.L.1827,  p.  145. 

3.  R.L.1837,  p.  104.   No  election  was  required  to  be  held  if  the  term 
of  the  commissioner  vacating  office  would  have  expired  within  six 
months  from  the  date  of  vacancy. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,17,19. 

5.  L.1849,  p.  65,66. 

6.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17;  L.1849,  p.  62,65,66. 

7.  L.1849,  p.  65. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  63. 

9.  L.1855,  p.  181. 

10.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6. 

11.  L.1849,  p.  190-224;  L.1851,  p.  35-78.   The  later  law  repealed  and 
was  a  complete  substitute  for  the  earlier,  but  so  far  as  their  effect 
on  the  sphere  of  county  government  is  concerned,  there  was  almost  no 
difference  between  the  two. 

12.  L.1849,  p.  192;  L.1851,  p.  38. 

13.  L.1849,  p.  202-4;  L.1851,  p.  50-52. 
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by  held  when  convenient.  The  board  members  were  compensated  at  the 
rate  of  $1.50  a  day,  and  a  fine  was  provided  in  the  sun  of  $250.00, 
for  refusal  to  perform,  or  neglect  of,  duties.^ 

Rock  Island  County  was  governed  by  the  county  court  from  1849  to 
1857,  when  tovrnship  organization  was  instituted.    In  1870  Illinois 
adopted  a  new  constitution,  which  continued  the  provision  for  tovmship 
organization  in  counties  so  electing,^  and  provided  for  a  different 
form  of  county  board  to  supplant  the  county  court  as  an  administrative 
body.   This  board  was  to  consist  of  three  officers,  styled  county  com- 
missioners, and  by  subsequent  legislation,  was  given  all  powers,  juris- 
diction, and  authority  formerly  vested  in  the  county  court  when  acting 
in  its  administrative  capacity.^  Rock  Island  was  never  affected  by  these 
laws  as  it  has  retained  township  organization  from  1857  to  date. 

Since  1874  population  has  been  a  factor  in  local  representation  on 
the  board  of  supervisors.   In  that  year,  each  town  or  city  besides  its 
regular  supervisor,  became  entitled  to  one  assistant  supervisor  if  it 
had  four  thousand  or  more  inhabitants,  tro  if  sixty-five  hundred,  and 
one  more  for  every  additional  twenty-five  hundred.    In  1931,  these  popu- 
lation requirements  were  made  to  ?.ffact  only  those  counties  having  less 
than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants.^  The  differentiating  figure  was 
reduced  in  1933  to  ninety  thousand;^  however,  in  counties  having  a  popu- 
lation of  ninety  thousand  or  more,  each  town  or  city  was  allowed  one  ad- 
ditional supervisor  for  every  five  thousand  inhabitants,  or  major  frac- 
tion thereof. 10  Rock  Island,  with  its  population  of  98,191  according  to 
the  1930  census  was  affected  by  the  latter  change. H  The  assistant  super- 
visors,  whose  terms  run  concurrently  with  those  of  regular  supervisors, -^'^ 


i.   L.1849,  p.  202;  L.1851.  p.  51,   In  1861  it  was  provided  that  special 
meetings  could  be  called  upon  request  of  one  third  of  the  members  of 
the  board  (1.1861,  p.  236).   Since  1899  the  board  has  been  required 
to  hold  two  regular  meetings  (L.1899,  p.  363). 

2.  L.1849,  p.  203;  L.1851,  p.  52.   In  1861  compensation  was  increased  to 
$2.00  a  day  (L.1861,  p.  238). 

3.  L.1849,  p.  203,204.   This  fine  was  reduced  in  1851  to  $200  (L.1851, 

p.  52).   Subsequent  legislation  reduced  it  still  further  and  added  the 
more  frequent  cenalty  for  misfeasance,  disqualification  for  office 
(R.S.1874.  p.  i080). 

4.  Rock  Island  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1856  which  be- 
came effective  in  1857. 

5.  Constitution  of  1670,  Art.  X,  sec.  5. 

6.  Ibid.,  Art.  X,  sec.  5;  L. 1875-74,  p.  79,80. 

7.  R.S.1874,  p.  1075. 

8.  L.1931,  p.  908. 

9.  L.1935,  p.  1116, 

10,  Ibid.;  L.1939,  p.  1205,1206. 

11,  Population  Bulletin,  p.  9, 

12,  L.1953.  p.  1115. 
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have  no  power  or  duties  as  tovm  officers,  but  are  members  of  the  county 
board  and  enjoy  the  sane  powers  and  rights  as  other  members. ^  At  pres- 
ent its  board  of  supervisors  has  thirty-four  members.  The  term  of  of-- 
fice  of  supervisors,  lengthened  in  1889  to  two  years,^  was  further  extend- 
ea  in  1929  to  four  years. "^  Compensation  was  increased  from  $1.50  to  $5.00 
a  day  in  1919,^  lowered  to  $4.00  in  1933,^  and  raised  again  to  $5.00  in 
1937,°  with  an  allowance  of  five  cents  per  mile  for  necessary  travel. 

The  functions  of  the  Illinois  county  board,  in  contrast  to  its  legal 
status,  have  undergone  little  change  since  the  beginning  of  statehood, 
the  development  being  merely  one  of  accretion  and  increasing  complexity 
of  duties  v.-ithin  a  v/ell-defined  and  nearly  static  sphere  of  authority  and 
jurisdiction.  The  law  establishing  the  court  of  county  commissioners  con- 
ferred upon  it  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  concerning  county  revenue.''' 
Of  this  basic  provision,  nearly  all  other  statutory  powers  of  the  court 
can  be  considered  extensions;  some,  enunciated  in  the  same  law,  already 
shoT«v  such  a  legislative  viev/point.  The  court  was  given  power  to  regulate 
and  impose  the  county  tax,  and  to  grant  such  licenses  as  might  also  bring 
in  a  revenue;  additionally,  it  was  given  authority  over  all  public  roads, 
canals,  turnpike  roads,  and  toll  bridges. 8  Other  legislation  by  the  first 
General  Assembly  gave  the  court  power  to  buy  and  sell  lots  v^hercon  to 
erect  county  buildings  and  to  contract  for  their  construction; 9  later,  in 
the  case  of  the  courthouse  at  least,  the  court  was  declared  to  have  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  property  and  the  right  to  mcJce  certain  disposition 
of  it.lO  Care  of  the  indigent  was  also  made  a  function  of  the  court;  it 
was  required  to  make  appropriations,  to  be  le\'ied  and  collected  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  county  revenue,  for  their  support.  As  an  extension 
of  this  fiscal  function,  it  was  required  to  appoint  an  overseer  of  the 
poor  in  every  township  and  establish  a  county  poorhouse  if  necessary.il 
Fiscal  control  over  school  lands  was  exercised  at  first  solely  through 
the  court's  power  of  appointment  of  the  trustees  of  school  lands ;1'^ 
after  the  creation  of  the  office  of  county  school  comrd  ssioner, IS  firmer 
control  was  affected  through  the  mediuia  of  reports  which  the  commissioner 


1. 

R.S.1874,  p.  1078,1080;  L.1925,  p.  605;  L.1929,  p.  774;  L.1931,  p.  905 

907;  L.1933,  p.  1115. 

2. 

L.1889,  p.  109;  L.1917,  p.  793;  L.1925,  p.  605. 

3. 

L.1929,  p.  774,775;  L.1931,  p.  906. 

4. 

L.1849,  p.  203;  L.1857,  p.  IBC;  L. 1871-72,  p.  444;  L.1919,  p.  569. 

5. 

L.1933,  p.  615. 

6. 

L.1937,  p.  601. 

7. 

L.1819,  p.  175. 

8. 

Ibid. 

9. 

Ibid.,  p.  237,238. 

10. 

L.1843,  p.  128. 

11. 

L.1819,  p.  127;  L.1839,  p.  138,139. 

12. 

R.L.1827,  p.  366. 

13. 

R.L.1829,  p.  150. 
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was  required  to  submit  to  the  court. ^  By  the  terras  of  another  early 
provision,  a  significant  precursor  of  many  similar  ones  to  "be  found  in 
more  recent  years,  the  court  also  had  authority  to  examine  the  full  ac- 
counts of  the  commissioner.^  Other  aspects  of  government  which,  if  far- 
ther removed  from  the  fiscal  core,  come  early  into  this  jurisdictional 
sphere,  are  elections  and  juries.   With  regard  to  the  former,  the  court 
was  authorized  to  establish  election  precincts,   appoint  judges  of  elec- 
tion,^ and  allow  compensation  to  election  officials  for  services  and  sta- 
tionery. ^  Its  duty  v'ith  regard  tc  juries  was  relatively  simple;  it  was 
required  to  select  two  panels  each  of  petit  and  grand  jurors.   The  former 
were  required  to  be  enrolled  on  the  list  of  taxable  inhabitants;  the  lat- 
ter, only  to  be  freeholders  or  householders. ° 

The  substitution  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  commissioners' 
court  produced  no  important  changes  in  the  sphere  of  government;  neither 
the  second  constitution  nor  the  enabling  legislation  made  any  original 
pronouncements  with  regard  to  the  powers  or  duties  of  the  former. 

The  revised  law  on  township  organization,  in  the  main,  only  made 
more  inclusive  and  definite  the  powers  of  the  board.   The  board  was 
given  authority  to  purchase  and  hold  any  land  within  the  county  for  the 
use  of  its  inhabitants;  it  was  also  given  authority  to  make  such  contracts, 
and  to  purchase  and  hold  such  personal  property  as  might  be  necessary  to 
the  exercise  of  its  powers;  moreover,  it  could  make  such  orders  for  the 
disposition,  regulation,  or  use  of  the  corporate  property  as  night  seem 
to  be  to  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants."  Explicit  also,  was  the  au- 
thority to  audit  all  claims  against  the  county,  and  the  accounts  of  such 
officers  as  were  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  lav;.    The  board  was  also 
given  power  to  appropriate  funds  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges 
in  any  part  of  the  county  whenever  a  majority  of  the  whole  board  might 
deem  it  proper  and  expedient. ■'■-'- 

From  the  enabling  legislation  of  the  present  constitutional  period 


1.  L.1851,  p.  175;  R.S.1845,  p.  500,501. 

2.  L.1851,  p.  175. 

3.  L.1821,  p.  74.   There  was  in  this  law  and  in  many  of  those  following, 
a  limit  to  the  number  of  precincts  rhich  could  be  established.   See 
L.1825,  p.  168;  R.L.1827,  p.  256;  R.L.1829,  p.  54;  L.1835,  p.  141. 
Prior  to  1821,  each  toumship  was  declared  by  statute  to  constitute 
an  election  district  (L.1819,  p.  90). 

4.  L.1819,  p.  90. 

5.  Ibid. ,  p.  99. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  255;  L.182Z,  p.  182. 

7.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  65. 

8.  The  Act  of  February  17,  1851,  previously  cited  (L.1851,  p.  55-78). 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  50. 

10.  Ibid.,  p.  51. 

11.  Ibid. 
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is  drawn  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  principal  ftmctions  of  the 
county  "board: 

1.  The  purchase,  sale,  and  custody  of  the  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  county. 

2.  The  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts  against  the 
county. 

3.  The  issuance  of  orders  on  the  county  treasury  in  pursuance 
of  its  fiscal  administration. 

4.  The  examination  of  accounts  concerning  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  county  officers.-'- 

5.  The  supervision  of  elections, ^  the  selection  of  juries;"^ 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  ejid  bridges;'*  the 
care  of  the  indigent,  infirm,  and  disabled.^ 

6.  The  appropriation  of  fmids  necessary  to  the  effecting  of 
its  functions; 6  the  raising  of  such  sums  through  taxation; 
and  in  general,  the  management  of  county  funds  and  county 
business.  "^ 

At  all  times  the  county  board  has  had  a  clerk  who  has  served  it  in 
a  ministerial  capacity.   The  law  creating  the  county  commissioners'  court 
provided  that  it  should  have  such  an  officer,  and  gave  it  the  power  to 
appoint  him. 8  This  appointive  power  was  rescinded  in  1837  by  an  act  which 
made  the  office  elective. 9 

When  the  county  court  supplanted  the  county  commissioners'  court, 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  latter  body  ceased  to  exist.  A  new  office  was 
created  by  statute,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court. 10  When  the  court 
sat  for  the  transaction  of  county  business,  its  clerk  was  in  effect  a 
clerk  of  a  county  board;  legal  recognition  of  this  distinction  was  given 
in  the  provision  that  the  clerk  should  keep  his  records  of  the  court's 
administrative  actions  separate  from  those  of  its  judicial  actions.   For 
this  purpose  two  sets  of  books  were  to  be  kept.H 

In  1870  the  new  constitution  established  the  office  of  county  clerk;12 
subsequently,  the  G-eneral  Assembly  provided  that  the  county  clerk  should 


1. 

R.S.1874, 

p.  306,307 

2. 

Ibid. ,  p. 

456,468. 

3. 

Ibid. ,  p. 

630. 

4. 

Ibid.,  p. 

310. 

5. 

Ibid. ,  p. 

757,758. 

6. 

Ibid.,  p. 

307. 

7. 

Ibid.,  p. 

306,307. 

8. 

L.1819,  p 

.  175. 

9. 

R.L.1837, 

p.  49. 

10. 

L.1849,  p 

.  63. 

11. 

Ibid. ,  p. 

66. 

12. 

Cons ti tut 

ion  of  1870 

X,  sec.  8. 
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act  as  clerk  of  the  county  board-'-  as  well  as  clerk  of  the  county  court. 2 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  county  board  has  been  served  in  a  min- 
isterial capacity  by  this  officer.   The  major  record  kept  by  the  clerk 
for  the  county  board  is  the  minutes  of  its  proceedings.  This  hetero- 
geneous record  includes  orders  to  issue  warrants  on  the  county  treasury; 
the  board's  consideration  of  the  action  on  reports  of  committees  of  its 
members  on  roads  and  bridges,  indigent  and  infirm  relief,  schools,  taxa- 
tion, etc.;  and  its  orders  in  regard  to  juries,  licenses,  and  other 
matters  -within  its  jurisdiction.^ 

The  clerk  also  keeps,  separately,  a  register  of  orders  issued  on 
the  county  treasury  and  lists  of  jury  venire;  files  and  preserves  all 
bills  of  accounts  acted  on  by  the  board;  and  has  custody  of  reports  re- 
quired to  be  made  to  the  board  by  the  county  treasurer,  various  school 
bodies,  and  a  number  of  county  officers. 4  An  obligation  to  preserve  a 
multiplicity  of  other  records  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  general  pro- 
vision requiring  the  clerk  to  have  the  care  and  custody  of  all  papers 
appertaining  to,  as  well  as  filed  in,  his  office. ^ 


Proceedings  of  Board 
(See  also  entry  124[viii]) 

1.  INDEX  TO  SUPERVISORS'  RECORDS,  1833—.   4  v.  (A-D).   Title 
varies:  Index  to  County  Records. 

Index  to  Supervisors'  Records  (Papers),  entry  2;  Supervisors'  Records, 
entry  3;  Supervisors'  Blotter,  entry  4;  and  (Board  of  Supervisors' 
Claims),  entry  9,  showing  date  of  meeting,  nature  of  proceedings,  and 
book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  subject.  Hdw.  under  pr .  hdgs. 
400  p.  18  X  12  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

2.  SUPERVISORS'  RECORDS  (Papers),  1833—.   156  f.b. 
Petitions,  resolutions,  communications,  tax  levies,  bonds  of  officers, 
reports  of  county  treasurer,  application  for  appointment  as  county 
officer,  and  jail  and  election  expense  reports.  Also  contains  (Board 
of  Supervisors'  Claims),  1833-1926,  entry  9,  and  Supervisors'  Reports, 
1932 — ,  entry  34.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   For  index,  see  entry  1, 
Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4-g-  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


1.  R.S.1874,  p.  322. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  260. 

3.  L.1819,  p.  6,28,77,127,334,335,352;  R.L.1829,  p.  151-53;  L.1851,  p.  89, 
90;  L.1835,  p.  131,132,136;  L.1839,  p.  71,72;  R.S.1845,  p.  287,342,403, 
437;  L.1849,  p.  66;  L.1861,  p.  234-37;  R.S.1874,  p.  322. 

4.  R.L.1827,  p.  366;  L.1845,  p.  169;  R.S.1845,  p.  136;  L.1861,  p.  237. 

5.  R.S.1874,  p.  322. 
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3.   SUPERVISORS'  RUCOP.DS,  I833--.   21  v.  (A-U).   Title  varies: 
Co^inty  Commissioners'  Pecords. 
Re':;ords  of  proceedin.A<s  of  coiinty  board,  showing  date,  roll  call,  minutes, 
transacted  business,  rei^orts,  and  resolutions  adopted.   Also  contains 
Supervisors'  Blotter,  1833-86,  entry  U;  Sale  Book,  I858 — ,  entry  5;  Re- 
ports of  Committees  on  Fees  and  Salaries,  1920 — ,  entry  3I ;  Jail  and 
Jail  Accounts,  1920 — .  entry  32;  Accounts  of  Overseer  of  Poor,  1920 — , 
entry  33;  Land  Books,  1S98 — ,  entry  38;  and  Record  of  Liquor  Licenses, 
1K77 — ,  entry  I05,   Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.   For  index,  see  entry  1. 
I833-I92I,  hdw.  :  1922—,  typed.   6on  p.  18  x  12  x  2-|.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

U.   SlJPilRvlSOr.^'  BLCTT1;R,  1-87—.   U  v.   1833-86  in  Supervisors' 
Records,  entr^;-  3- 
Minutes  of  meetings  of  board  of  supervisors  in  special  session,  shewing 
date,  roll  call,  motions,  a.ctions,  reports  of  committees,  and  names  of 
committee  members.   Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.   For  index,  see  entry  1. 
1887-1921,  hdw.;  1922--,  typed.   U80  p.  iS'x  11  x  2.   3  v.,  1887-95. 
1902--,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl.;  1  v.,  1896-1901,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

5,  SAL3  BvOOK,  lg35-'37.   1  V.   I858—  in  Supervisors'  Records, 
entry  3- 

Copies  of  vendors'  permits  issued  by  county  hoard,  showing  description 
of  business,  name  of  vendor,  amount  of  fee,  and  date  of  permit.   Arr. 
by  date  of  permit.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   65  p.  12  x  7i  x  1.   Co. 
elk. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

6.  SCHOOL  LAilDS,    1837-65.      1  v. 

Copies  of  orders  of  coiinty  board  creating  school  districts,  and  reports 

of  school  commissioner  regarding  the  sale  of  school  lands.  Arr.  by  date 

of  order  or  report.   No  index.   Hdw.   250  p.  12^  x  8|-  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 


Disposition  of  Accoiints 
(See  also  entries  390-392) 


Bills  and  Claims 


7.  VACATION  AND  T^LEPHONi:  BILLS  AITO  IILUCTIO'I  CIIRTIFICATHS ,  I9l6~. 
1  f.b.  (U7). 

Claim.s  for  coimty  clerk's  incidental  expenses,  showing  name  of  claim.ant, 
purpose  and  amount  of  claim,  authoriza.tion,  order  number,  and  date  of 
filing;  includes  copies  of  election  certificates  of  township  officers. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Typed  on  rr.  fm.   10  x  6i  x  2U.   Co. 
elk. ' s  vlt. ,  bsmt. 

8.  VACATION  BILLS,  1926--.   3  f.b. 

Claims  ordered  paid  by  county  clerk  when  supervisors  are  not  in  session, 
showing  name  of  claimant,  purpose,  rate,  amount,  and  date  of  claim,  and 
county  order  number.   Arr.  by  date  of  claim.   No  index.   Typed  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm.   10  x  Ui  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  f 1 . 
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of  Accounts 

9.   (BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS'  CLAIMS),  1927—.   24  f.b.  (48-83,  75-78, 
4  not  numbered).  1833-1926  in  Supervisors'  Records  (Papers), 
entry  2. 
Claims  of  county  home  and  state  institutions,  and  township  claims  for 
fees  and  salaries,  showing  name  of  institution  or  township,  amount  of 
claim,  date  of  authorization  for  payment,  aJid  date  of  pe.yment.   Also 
contains  Tube rc\ilo sis  Sanitarium  Claims,  entry  10.   Arr.  by  date  of 
payment.  For  index,  see  entry  1.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   6-5-  x  10  x  24. 
F.b.  48-63,  75-78,  1927-34,  co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  4  f.b.  not  numbered, 
1935--,  CO.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

10.  TUBERCULOSIS  SAl^TARIUM  CLAIUS,  1924-26.   2  f.b.   1927—  in 
(Board  of  Supervisors'  Claims),  entry  9. 

Claims  of  tuberculosis  sanitarium  for  clothing,  food,  ssid.   fuel  expendi- 
tures, showing  name  of  officer  filing  claim,  auditor's  certificate  of  audit, 
date  of  payment,  county  order  number,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  order  no. 
No  index.   Typed.   11  x  6|^  x  24.   Cir.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

11.  COLTTTY  HIGHWAY  FUITD,  1922—.   11  f.b.  (l-ll). 

County  highway  bills  allowed  showing  date,  order  number,  name  of  payee, 
purpose  of  pa.yment,  and  auditor's  certificate  of  audit.  Arr.  by  order 
no.   No  index.   Typed.   10  x  4-5  x  15.   Co.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

12.  btFT  (Motor  Fuel  Tax),  1932--.   6  f.b.  (l-6). 

Bills  allowed  by  board  of  supervisors  to  be  paid  from  motor  fuel  tax  fund, 
shoTTing  date,  pjnoiint,  and  purpose  of  payment,  nrjne  of  payee,  and  order 
number;  includes  reports  of  rop.d  committees.   Arr.  by  order  no.   No  index. 
Typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4j  x  15.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

13.  SBIR  (state  Bond  Issue  Refund),  1932--.   2  f.b.  (l,  2). 
Bills,  orders,  rjid  reports  of  ecunty  highway  engineer  for  payment  by 
warrants  from  fund  accruing  from  state  bond  issue,  showing  date,  order 
nximber,  piirpose  of  pa.yment,  and  npjne  of  payee.   Arr.  by  order  no.   Mo 
index.   Kdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4-i  x  15.   Co.  elk.  '  s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

14.  MISCELLANEOUS  CLAIMS,  1879-1919.   4  v. 

Ledger  of  county  surveyor's,  county  officers',  and  election  expenses 
approved  by  board  of  supervisors,  shewing  name  of  claim?Jit,  amount  ajid 
nature  of  claim,  and  date  of  payment.   Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   No  index. 
Hdw.  pud.   typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p.  15  x  12  x  1.   Co.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

Register  of  County  Orders 

15.  RECORD  OF  COUNTY  ORDERS,  1902—.   6  v.  (I-N).   Title  varies: 
Register  of  County  Orders. 
Register  of  county  orders  including  witness  fees,  showing  name  of  payee 
and  date,  amount,  purpose,  and  number  of  order.   Arr.  by  order  no.   No 
index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   500  p.  18  x  12  x  2^.   V.  I-K,  1902-22,  co. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  L-N,  1923 — ,  co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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of  ACCGUllts 

Canoe 11 g d  County  Orders 

16,  (OBDERS  TO  PAY  COUIJTY  TREL'^TOER  ;j\D  RECEIPTS),    1874--, 
1  fcb.    (22). 

Receipts  and  cancelled  orders  to  pay  cou:ity  treasurer,  showing  date,  amount, 
and  purpose  of  pa;^Tn.ent,  and  date  of  cancellation,  Arr,  by  order  no.  No 
index,  Hdw,  and  t'psd  on  pr,  fm.   10  ::  6^  x   24,   Co.  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsmt, 

17,  CAilCELLED  C0U1?TY  OlffiERS  AJID  J^JRY  CERTIFICATES,  10Z5—, 
21  f.b,  (34-42,  65-74,  12,  13). 

Cancelled  county  orders  shovri-ng  number,  date,  and  amount  of  order,  name  cf 
payee,  and  purpose  of  pajmient;  includes  jury  certificates,  shoT/ing  date, 
name  of  Juror,  days  of  service,  rate,  total  fees,  and  signature  of 
certifying  officer.  Arr.  bjr  order  no.  Ho  index,   T^Aped  on  pr,  fn, 
5-|-  X  9|-  X  24,   F.b.  34-42,  65-74,  1925-35,  co,  clk,'s  vlt,,  bsnt,j  f,b, 
12,  15^  1936--,  CO,  elk, 's  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

18,  EIGH'/AY  FUITD,  1922--,   11  f,b,  (l-ll). 

Cancelled  county  highv;a.y  orders  directing  payments  from  county  highv:ay 
fund,  shoxving  date,  purpose,  amount,  and  number  of  order,  najno  of  payee, 
and  signatu^re  of  clerk.  Also  contains  (Road  Bond  Fund),  1934 — ,  entry  19, 
Arr,  by  order  no,  IIo  index.  Hd\7,  and  typed  on  pr,  fm,   10  x  4-3  x  15, 
Co,  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

19,  (road  301>ID  FU1:d),  1924-53.   2  f.b.   1954—  in  Eigh^/ra-y  Fund,  entry 
18, 

Cg^ncelled  county  high^vay  orders  directing  pa;/ments  from  road  bond  ftind, 
shovring  amount,  purpose,  and  number  of  order,  name  of  payee,  date  of  fil- 
ing, and  signature  of  clsrlc.  Arr.  by  order  no.  No  index.   Typed, 
10  X  4  X  15,  Co,  clk,'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

20,  GROUITD  EOG  BOUNTY,  1923-24,   1  v. 

Stubs  of  orders  issued  for  pa\r;aent  of  bounty  for  ground  hog  destruction, 
shomng  date,  number,  and  anou:it  of  pa;;,Taent,  and  name  of  payee,  Arr,  by 
order  no.  No  index,  Ediv,  on  pr,  fm,  100  p,  16  x  12  x  l-g,  Co,  clk,'s 
vlt,,  2nd  fl. 

Pension  Fluids  and  Applica- 

"tions  (See  also  er/bries  239,  397) 

21,  PENSION  (Lfothers'),  1887—,   11  f,b. 

Files  of  applications  for  mothers'  pensions,  including  summonses,  petitions, 
reports,  and  recommendations,  shovri.ng  date,  name  of  mother,  number  of  de- 
pendent children,  amount  cf  allovrance,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  appli- 
cation no.  No  index,   I'dv.', ,  t^.^ed,  and  hdw,  and  typed  on  pr,  fm.   10  x  42- 
X  15,   Co,  clk,'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

22,  FvELIEF  OF  BLIlvD  (Applications),  1S15— ,   1  f.b,  (1135), 
Applications  for  blind  relief,  shovriing  num.ber  and  date  of  application, 
nam.e,  age,  and  address  of  applicant,  ncjno  of  examiner,  date  of  examination, 
affidavits  of  vri.tnosses,  and  date  of  approval,  Arr,  by  order  no.  No  index, 
Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15,   Co,  elk, 's  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 
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Co\mty  Property  and  Roads 

23.  RELIEF  OF  BLIND  RECORD,  1903  —  .   2  v.  (l  v.,  1903-29;  1  v., 
1903--). 

Register  of  applications  for  relief  of  blind  persons,  shewing  nvuTiber  of 
application,  name,  age,  and  address  of  applicant,  date  of  examination, 
name  and  findings  of  examiner,  and  date  of  approval,   1  volume,  1903-29, 
has  been  transcribed  into  current  volume.  Arr.  by  date  of  application. 
No  index.   Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   1000  p„  9|-  x  11-^  x  3,  Co.  clk.'s  vlt,, 
2nd  fl. 

Management  of  County  Property  and  Roads 
(See  also  entries  63.^  124[i,  iii]) 

Contracts 

24.  (PHYSICIANS'  CONTRACTS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS),  1914—. 
1  f.b.  (1122). 

Files  of  miscellaneous  papers  containing  abstract  of  title  to  county  tu- 
berculosis sanatarium,  papers  relating  to  county  land  purchases,  and  con- 
tracts with  physicians  to  supply  free  medical  service  to  needy.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed.   10  x  4-|-  x  15.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

25.  CONTRACTS,  1919-33.   1  f.b. 

Agreements  to  furnish  supplies  for  coimty  institutions  and  contracts  for 
construction  of  bridges  and  roads,  showing  names  of  contracting  parties, 
date,  conditions,  specifications,  and  terms  of  contract,  amount  of  bond, 
names  of  sureties  and  principal,  date  of  filing,  and  book  and  page  of  en- 
try in  supervisors'  records.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   10  x  4-g- 
x  15.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Bond  Issues 


26.  INCREASE  IN  TAX  RATE  (Bond  Issues),  1935—.   1  f.b. 

Papers  concerning  levy  of  special  tax  by  commissioner  of  highways  for 
roads,  resolution  for  issuance  of  road  bonds,  and  ordinances  for  issuance 
of  town  hall  and  hospital  bonds.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index. 
Typed.   10  x  4-|-  x  15.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

27.  (BONDS),  1915—.   3  f.b.  (1113,  1136,  1139).   Missing:  1919-21. 
County  jail,  road,  and  bridge  bonds,  showing  denomination,  name  of  pur- 
chaser, rate  of  interest,  date  of  expiration,  and  date  of  payment  by 
county  treasurer.  Also  contains  (Coupons),  1930 — ,  entry  29.  Arr.  by 
date  of  expiration  of  bond.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4-|- 
X  15.   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

28.  (CANCELLED  ROAD  BONDS),  1922  —  .   3  f.b.  (1132,  1138,  1143). 
Cancelled  road  bonds  issued  by  comity  in  1922,  showing  denomination,  in- 
terest rates,  and  dates  of  issue  and  maturity.  Arr.  by  date  of  maturity. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  frn.   10  x  4-|-  x  15.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

29.  (COUPONS),  1923-29.   1  f.b.  (1129).   1930—  in  (Bonds),  entry  27. 
Coupons  clipped  from  road  and  various  county  bond  issues  and  paid  by 
county  treasurer,  shovd.ng  name  of  bondholder,  am.ount  and  date  of  coupon. 
Arr.  by  date  of  coupon.  No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4^  x  15.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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(30-35) 


30.   REGISTER  OF  BONDS,  1919-22,  1928—.   2  v.  (l,  1  not  numbered). 
Title  varies:  Highway  Bond  Register. 
Register  of  highway,  bridge,  road,  and  school  bonds,  showing  name  of  pur- 
chaser, type,  date,  amount,  and  interest  rate  of  bond,  and  date  payable. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr .  hdgs .   133  -  300  p, 
18  X  13  X  li  -  19  X  15  X  4.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Reports  to  Board 
(See  also  entries  2-4,  6,  12, 
13,  124[vii],  409,  411,  431) 


31.   REPORTS  OF  C0I.5.HTTEES  ON  FEES  aND  S^LaRIES,  1879-1919.   2  v. 
1920 —  in  Supervisors'  Records,  entry  3. 
Copies  of  reports  on  fees  of  justice  of  peace,  sheriff,  and  witnesses; 
includes  reports  on  jail  expenses,  showing  date,  amounts,  and  purposes 
of  expenditures,  and  signatures  of  committee  members.  Arr.  by  date  of 


report.  No  index, 
vlt.,  bsmt. 


Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   350  p.  15  x  12  x  1.   Co.  elk. 


32.  JAIL  aIID  JaIL  iiCCOUNTS,  1879-1919.   1  v.   1920 —  in  Supervisors' 
Records,  entry  3. 

Copies  of  reports  of  committee  on  jail  and  jail  accounts  made  to  board  of 
supervisors,  shov;ing  amounts  and  purposes  of  expenditures,  number  of  prison- 
ers; date  of  each  account,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No 
index.   Hdw.  on  pr .  fm.   350  p.  17  x  14  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

33.  ACCOUNTS  OF  OVERSEER  OF  POOR,  1879-1919.   4  v.   1920—  in  Super- 
visors' Records,  entry  3. 

Copies  of  reports  of  overseer  of  dependent  poor,  showing  name,  birthplace, 
residence,  and  financial  condition  of  dependent,  cause  of  dependency, 
burial  statistics,  amount  of  warrants,  najiie  of  payee,  account  of  trans- 
portation expenses,  and  amounts  paid  to  transients  passing  through  county. 
Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Hdw.   490  p.  18  x  12-^  x  2-g-.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  bsmt. 


34.   SUPERVISORS'  REPORTS,  1918-31.   1  f.b.   1932—  in  Supervisors' 
Records  (Papers),  entry  2. 
Reports  of  township  supervisors  on  county  affairs  in  townships,  showing 
amounts  of  expenses  and  appropriations  for  road  and  bridge  construction, 
repair,  and  maintenance,  and  certificate  of  publication.   Arr.  alph.  by 


name  of  tv/p.  No  index, 
elk. ' s  vlt. ,  bsmt . 


Hdw.    and  typed   on  pr.    fm.      S.t  x  ^g-  x  24 .      Co. 


35.      (annual  STaTEIJENT   OF  FEES   STATE  DEP^TlDiNT   OF  HEALTH),    1922—. 
1   f.b. 
Reports    of    state   director   of  department    of  health   on   fees   due,    showing 
amount   of   fees    due   registrars,   number   of  births,    deaths   and    stillbirths, 
ajid   certification.      Arr.   by   date    of  report.      No   index.      Hdw.    on  pr.    fm. 
10  X  4^  X  15.      Co.   clk.'s   vlt.,    2nd   fl. 
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36,  I,DNTHLY  STATEIKIT  OF  TILE  KEEPER  OF  TEE  JAIL,  1924—.   1  f.b. 
(1141). 

Monthly  statements  of  the  jail-keeper  to  county  clerk  and  board  of  super- 
visors, showing  date  of  report,  and  dates,  amounts,  and  nature  of  expendi- 
tures. Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  4^-  x  15, 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 

37,  (DISPEI'SARY  COLSHTTEE),  1920-24,   1  f.b.  Dispensary  closed  in 
1924, 

Reports  of  committee  of  board  of  supervieors  on  bills  allowed  to  physicians 

and  drug  firms  for  supplies  of  medicinal  and  surgical  nature.  Arr,  by 

date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.  10  x  5  x  15,  Co,  clk,'s 
vlt,,  2nd  fl. 

38,  LAND  BOOKS,  1836-97,  4  v,  (3  not  lettered,  1836-54;  A,  1852-97), 
Title  varies:  Sv^amp  Land  Record,  1898 —  in  Supervisors'  Records, 
entry  3, 

Copies  of  reports  and  proceedings  regarding  swamp  and  overflov/ed  lands, 
showing  legal  description  of  swamp  land,  date  of  sale,  name  of  purchaser, 
and  consideration  per  acre,  Arr.  by  date  of  report.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  purchaser.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  440  p.  13^  x  9g-  x  1^-,  Co.  die's 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

39,  ROAD  RECORD,  1854-57.  1  v. 

Copies  of  reports  on  location  of  early  roads,  showing  legal  description 
of  proposed  route  and  its  feasibility  as  a  road,  Arr.  by  date  of  re- 
port. Hdw.  200  p,  15  X  10  X  2,  Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Jury  Lists 
(See  also  entries  334,  337) 

40.   JURY  (Lists),  1897—,   3  f.b.   (1  not  numbered,  1134,  1142), 
Lists  of  persons  selected  for  jury  duty,  showing  date  of  court  term, 
name  and  address  of  juror,  dates  of  service,  mileage,  and  amount  of 
fees,  Arr,  by  date  of  court  term.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
14  X  4  X  15,  Co,  clk,»s  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 


II,  COUI^TY  CLERIC 


Forerunner  of  the  present  county  clerk  was  the  clerk  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court.  This  court  vms  the  adm.inistrative  body  in  Rock 
Island  County  from  1833,  the  date  of  organization  of  the  county,  to  1849. 


1 


1,   Constitution  of  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4;  L.1819,  p.  175. 
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The  Constitution  of  1848  and  laivs  of  1849  created  a  new  judicial  branch  of 
county  government  presided  over  by  the  cotmty  judge  and  entitled  the 
"county  court,"  and  provided  for  the  quadrennial  election  of  a  "clerk  of 
the  county  court,"   In  addition  to  his  duties  as  clerk  of  the  judicial 
court,  the  incunibont  v/as  also  to  act  as  clerk  of  the  administrative  branch 
of  government  v;-hich  consisted  of  the  county  judge  and  two  justices  of  the 
peace. 2   In  1856  Rod:  Island  County  adopted  the  township  forri  of  government 
necessitating  the  election  of  a  board  of  supervisors  to  supplant  the  county 
court  as  the  co\mty  administrative  body,^  Accordingly,  the  clerk  of  the 
county  court  bccaiue  cx-officio  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors.'* 

The  abovo-monticnod  clerks  all  performed  the  duties  of  county  clerk 
as  well  as  those  of  clerks  of  a  judicial  or  adiriinistrative  body.   In  fact, 
legislation  frequently  referred  to  theso  inciunbcnts  as  "county  clerks" 
when  defining  duties  relating  to  county  business  as  distinct  from  dutios 
as  clerks  of  judicial  or  administrative  bodies.  The  Constitution  of  1870 
specifically  provided  for  a  county  clerk  vdao  has  continued  to  act  to  the 
present  in  this  capacity,  and  also  as  clerk  of  the  county  board"  and  clerk 
of  the  county  court.   The  revised  statutes  of  1874  adopted  tho  use  of  a 
distinction  of  titles  for  each  of  his  cx-officio  capacities,  applying  the 
title  "covmty  clerk"  only  when  referring  to  his  duties  as  such,°   It  is 
the  performance  of  these  duties  that  gives  rise  to  the  records  dealt  v^ith 
in  this  section. 

The  clerk  vras  an  appointee  of  the  county  coimaissioncrs'  court  in 
Rock  Island  County  from  1853  to  1837.^   In  the  latter  year  the  office 
became  elective  vrith  a  four-year  term:   a  two-year  term  became  effective 
in  1847,11  A  bond  of  $1,000  v;as  set,"'-^  The  clerk  of  tho  county  court 
served  for  a  four-year  term  and  vrc'.s  bonded  in  the  sum  of  $3,000.    Tho 
Constitution  of  1870  and  the  revised  statutes  of  1874,  establishing  the 
office  of  county  clerk,  provided  for  his  election  for  a  quadrennial  term. 


1,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  16,18,19;  L.1849^  p,  62,63, 

2,  L.1849,  p,  65,66, 

3,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec,  6;  L.1851,  p.  38,45,50, 

4,  L_a851_,  p,  52;  L.18G1,  p.  237, 

5,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec,  18  cund  Art,  X,  sec.  8. 

6,  R.S.I 874,  p,  322, 

7,  ibid,, "p.  260, 

8,  Ibid,,  p,  260,322, 

9,  L.1819,  p,  175. 

10.  R.L.1857,  p.  49, 

11.  L.1845,  p,  28,   Effective  in  1847. 

12.  L.1819;  p.  176,177;  R.L.1853,  p,  143;  R.S_a845,  p.  131 

13.  L.1849,  p.  63,64, 
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and  that  the  amount  of  his  'bond  "be  set  ty  the  county  board.   The  bond 
is  entered  upon  the  records  of  his  office,  and  deposited  with  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court.  He  is  required  to  talce  oath,  and  is  commissioned 
by  the  Governor.^  The  county  seal  is  kept  by  the  clerk  and  is  used  by 
him  when  required. 

In  general,  the  county  clerk's  performance  of  his  functions  results 
in  records  relating  to  the  following:  taxation,  vital  statistics,  licenses, 
and  bonds.   Various  officials  and  agencies  having  authority  over  these 
matters  report  to,  or  deposit  records  with,  the  county  clerk  who  in  this 
manner  acts  as  a  coordinating  factor  in  the  execution  of  local  and  state 
affairs.   In  regard  to  other  of  these  matters,  the  clerk  is  required  to 
perform  duties  on  his  own  behalf  and  retain  the  records  resulting  from 
such  performance. 

Illustrations  of  both  of  these  procedures  may  be  found  by  examining 
the  various  duties  and  records  relating  to  taxation.   It  is  the  duty  of 
the  county  clerk  to  procure  all  books  and  blanks  used  in  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  taxes,  and  to  list  in  such  books  the  lands  and  lots 
subject  to  taxation."^  These  books  are  then  turned  over  to  the  supervisor 
of  assessments  who  has  the  township  assessors  enter  the  valuations  against 
each  piece  of  property  listed.   The  supervisor  completes  revisions  and 
corrections  upon  complaint  of  property  owners  and  returns  the  books  in 
duplicate  to  the  county  clerk. 4  Personal  property  assessments  are  han- 
dled in  essentially  the  same  manner.   The  board  of  review  then  makes  ad- 
justments on  complaints  and  equalizes  assessments  between  districts, 
certifying  corrections  and  revisions  to  the  county  clerk."  The  county 
clerk  then  reports  the  entire  assessment  list  to  the  State  Tax  Commis- 
sion for  equalization,  the  equalized  list  then  being  used  by  the  county 
clerk  in  ascertaining  tax  rates  and  extending  taxes. ° 


1.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art»  X,  sec,  8;  R.S.1874,  p.  321. 

2.  R.S.1874,  p.  321. 

3.  L.1867,  p.  106;  L. 1871-72,  p.  19,20,32;  1.1905,  p.  297.   During  the 
period  of  the  first  constitution  such  books  and  lists  were  prepared 
by  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  and  turned  over  to  the  clerk  of 
the  county  commissioners'  court  (L.1825,  p.  173;  R.L.1827,  p.  329; 
L.1859,  p.  3,4;  L.1847,  p.  79). 

4.  The  first  assessment  officer  was  the  county  treasurer  (R.L.1827,  p. 
328-36).   In  1839  this  function  was  performed  by  the  district  asses- 
sors, who  received  from  the  county  clerk  copies  of  the  auditor's 
transcripts  (L.1839,  p.  3,4).   The  treasurer  resumed  these  duties  in 
1844  (L.1843,  p.  231),  retaining  them  until  the  institution  of  town- 
ship organization  in  1857  resulted  in  township  assessors  acting  in 
each  tov/nship  (L.1851,  p.  38).   The  treasurer  now  acts  as  ex-officio 
supervisor  of  assessments  (L.1898,  p.  36-44). 

5.  L.1898.  p.  36-44. 

6.  L.1919,  p.  723. 


-  105  - 
County  Clerk 

The  State  Tax  Commission  also  certifies  to  the  county  clerk  the  as- 
sessments on  the  capital  stock  of  corporations  and  railroad  and  telegraph 
companies,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  extend  these  taxes  and  retain 
the  hooks  after  use  by  the  collector. 

The  hooks  are  next  turned  over  to  the  county  collector  who,  after 
collection,  returns  lists  of  collections,  together  with  lists  of  uncol- 
lected real  and  personal  property  taxes.   Tlie  county  clerk  attends  all 
tax  sales,  prepares  a  list  of  all  sales  and  issues  duplicate  reports 
thereof,  records  affidavits  of  purchases  of  property  for  taxes,  and  keeps 
a  record  knovv-n  as  the  "tax  judgment,  se.le,  redemption,  and  forfeiture  rec- 
ord. "^ 

An  extensive  group  of  vital  statistics  records  is  kept  by  the  county 
clerk,  including  records  relating  to  births  and  deaths,  marriages,  physi- 
cians, arid  midwives.   Tho  first  legislr.tion  in  regard  to  the  keeping  of 
vital  statistics  was  included  in  the  act  for  the  establishment  of  medical 
societies. 4  One  section  of  this  act  made  it  the  duty  of  every  physician 
to  keep  a  record  of  births,  deaths,  and  diseases  occurring  within  the  vi- 
cinity of  his  practice,  and  to  transmit  such  record  to  his  medical  society, 
whereupon  the  record  was  to  be  published  in  the  nev/spapers.   In  1842  it  v/as 
provided  that  a  parent  could  appear  before  the  clerk  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  and  ra.ake  affidavit  as  to  the  birth  of  a  child,  and  the  eld- 
est next  of  kin  of  a  deceased  person  could  similarly  appear  and  make   affi- 
davit as  to  dfeath.S   It  is  probable  that  the  tenor  of  the  above-mentioned 
laws  explains  the  fact  that  no  birth  or  death  records  exist  in  Rock  Island 
County  prior  to  1877,  the  first  law,  1819,  requiring  no  public  record  to  be 
kept,  and  the  1842  law  providing  that  affidavits  "nay"  be  made.  The  act  of 
1877  creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  required  that  all  births  and  deaths 
in  the  county  be  reported  to  the  county  clerk  by  the  attending  physicians 
or  accoucheurs.^  Teeth  were  put  into  this  and  subsequent  laws  by  providing 
penalties  for  noncompliance.   In  1901  death  certificates  issued  by  physi- 
cians, midwives,  or  coroners  were   to  be  presented  to  town  clerks  who  issued 
burial  permits  md  forv,'arded  the  certificates  to  the  county  clerk."  In 
1903  certificates  of  death  were  to  be  turned  over  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  which  board,  in  turn,  delivered  to  the  county  clerk  all  certifi- 
cates so  received.^  In  1915  it  was  provided  that  for  the  registration  of 
all  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  outside  any  city,  village,  or  incorpo- 
rated tovm,  the  tOT/nship  clerks  should  deposit  a  complete  set  of  such  rec- 


1.  L. 1371-72,  p.  11,13,16;  L.1957,  p.  1011,1012. 

2.  L.1849,  p.  124,125;  L. 1871-72,  p.  55;  L.1931,  p.  759. 

3.  L.1838,  p.  3;  L. 1871-72,  p.  40;  L.1879,  p.  250. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  233. 

5.  L. 1842-43,  p.  210-12. 

6.  L.1877,  p.  209. 

7.  L.1901,  p.  302,303. 

8.  L.1903,  p.  315-18. 
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ords  with  the  county  clerk  who  was  charged  with  the  binding  and  indexing,  or 
recording,  and  safe-keeping  of  such  records. ■'■  From  the  earliest  date,  the 
legislation  in  regard  to  these  matters  provided  that  the  clerk  retain  the 
abstracts  and  certificates,  keep  a  record  of  births  and  deaths,  maintain 
alphabetical  indexes,  and  issue  certified  copies  of  certificates  upon  re- 
quest.  The  clerk  has  also  been  required  to  prepare  a  register  of  all 
physicians  and  accoucheurs  in  the  county. 

Since  the  organization  of  Rock  Island  County  in  1833  the  county  clerk, 
or  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  has  been  required  to  file  mar- 
riage certificates  and  certificates  of  parents'  consent  to  the  marriage  of 
minors. 3  The  clerk  was  also  required  to  keep  a  separate  register  of  mar- 
riages in  addition  to  his  file  of  certificates.^  Before  1877  persons  desir- 
ing to  marry  were  required  to  secure  licenses  from  the  county  clerk  only 
when  they  had  not  previously  published  such  intention,  but  in  that  year  the 
securing  of  a  license  was  made  mandatory.^  Although  a  record  of  applica- 
tions for  marriage  licenses  has  been  kept  by  the  clerk  in  this  county  since 
1847,  an  act  of  1937  appears  to  be  the  first  legislation  requiring  the 
maintenance  of  such  a  record. 6  The  same  act  provides  that  persons  desiring 
to  marry  shall  present  to  the  county  clerk  a  certificate  setting  forth  that 
such  persons  are  free  from  venereal  diseases,  such  certificates  to  be  filed 
with  the  application  for  license  to  marry.'   Indexes  to  marriage  records 
have  been  kept  in  Rock  Island  Coiinty  since  its  organization  in  1833. 

The  county  clerk  is  charged  with  a  number  of  duties  relating  to  elec- 
tions, such  as  preparing  and  issuing  blank  ballots, °  poll  books, ^  and  cer- 
tificates of  election,-'-'^  and  keeping  a  record  of  registers  of  elections,  ■'•-'■ 
petitions,  ■'■^  and  marked  ballots,  ■'•'^  tally  sheets,  •^'^  and  election  returns 
which  are  transmitted  to  him  by  the  judges  of  election.-'-'-'  Abstracts  of 
returns  were  formerly  prepared  by  the  clerk,  but  these  are  now  originated  by 
the  election  commissioners  or  judges  of  election  and  deposited  with  the  clerk. 
Returned  ballots  are  destroyed  by  the  clerk  six  months  after  election, 


1. 

L.1915,   p.    660. 

2. 

L.1877,   p.    209. 

3. 

L.1819,   p.    27;    R.S.1845,   p.    354;   R.S.1874,   p.    694. 

4. 

R.L.1827,   p.   289. 

5. 

L.1877,   p.    130. 

6. 

L.1937,   p.    909. 

7. 

Ibid.,    p.    910 

8. 

L.1891,   p.    113;    L.1911,   p.    311. 

9. 

L. 1871-72,   p.    386. 

10. 

L.1819,   p.    96;    L.1821,    p.   79;    L.1823,   p.    64;    L.1885,   p. 

11. 

L.1865,   p.    59;    L. 1871-72,   p.    386. 

12. 

L.1911,   p.    310,311;    L.1929,    p.   422. 

13. 

L.1891,   p.    118. 

14. 

L.1885,   p.    143. 

15. 

L.1819,   p.   86;    L.1821,   p.   77;    L.1823,   p.    64;    L. 1871-72, 

176. 


389. 
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provided  no  contest  in  tvhich  the  "ballots  are  needed  is  in  progress. ^  In 
1889,  when  returns  of  elections  for  school  trustees  were  made  to  the 
county  clerk,  he  was  charged  with  furnishing  to  the  county  superintendent 
of  schools  a  list  of  all  such  trustees. ^  Now  the  clerk  does  not  enter  in- 
to the  procedure,  the  school  trustees  canvassing  the  returns  and  certi- 
fying directly  to  the  superintendent  of  schools. "5 

The  honds  of  a  numhor  of  officials  are  required  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  clerk  for  filing  a,nd  entering  in  a  hook  maintained  for  that  pur- 
pose.^ Justices'  of  the  peace  and  constables'  oaths,  bonds,  a.nd  securi- 
ties are  s,pproved  by  the  clerk  and  entered  in  a  separate  book  in  accord- 
ance with  statutory  roquirement.   This  book  shows  the  date  on  which  each 
justice  of  the  peace  and  constable  was  sworn  into  office  and  the  date  of 
commission  by  the  Governor,   Resignations  from  th. se  offices  are  made  to 
the  county  clerk  who  enters  such  fact  in  the  justices'  and  constables' 
record.^ 

The  clerk  is  also  charged  with  issuing  licenses  to  taverns, ° 
ferries,'''  et  cetera,  and  keeping  records  of  the  same.   Other  records  kept 
are:  those  rel?-ting  to  estrays,   registers  of  professionals,  including 
physicians,^  midwives,    dentists,  11  chiropodists,  ^  and  veterinarians ;1'^ 
list  of  county  officers;  list  of  town  officers  which  is  furnished  annually 
by  the  town  clerk; l^  record  of  notaries  public; ^^  and  book  of  state  civil 
service  rules. ^^  Referring  to  his  list  of  town  officers,  the  county 
clerks  reports  annually  to  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  supervisor,  assessor,  and  clerk  of  each  township,  and 
the  dates  of  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  office. 1'^ 


1.  L.1917,  p.  444. 

2.  L.1889,  p.  271,322. 

3.  L.1909,  p.  352. 

4.  R.S.1845.  p.  396,397;  L.1861,  p.  237,238;  R.S.1874,  p.  325;  L.1895, 
p.  188. 

5.  L.1895,  p.  188. 

6.  L.1819,  p.  77-79;  L. 1933-34,  Second  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  64-66. 

7.  R.L.1827'.  p.  221;  R.S.1874.  p.  530. 

8.  L.1819,  p.  206,207;  R.S.1874.  p.  483. 

9.  L.1877,  p.  209;  L.1899,  p.  275;  L.1923,  p.  441,442. 

10.  Ibid. 

11.  L.1881,  p.  79;  L.1899,  p.  273;  L.1909,  p.  279;  L.1933,  p.  711. 

12.  L.1899,  p.  280;  L.1935,  p.  995. 

13.  L.1917.  p.  591. 

14.  L.1861,  p.  226;  R.S.1874,  p.  1077. 

15.  L. 1871-72.  p.  575;  R.S.1874.  p.  721;  L.1875.  p.  88. 

16.  L.1905,  p.  115. 

17.  L.1923.  p.  480. 
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Included  in  the  provision  that  the  county  clerk  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  custody  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers  appertaining  to,  and 
filed  or  deposited  in,  his  office^  are  those  duties  as  clerk  of  the  county 
board,  wherein  he  is  required  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  board  and 
to  file  all  their  books,  records,  and  accoxints.   The  clerk  is  also  re- 
quired to  keep  jury  lists*^  and  a  book  in  which  he  enters  details  as  to  or- 
ders upon  the  treasurer.  He  is  further  required  to  maintain  alph?,be tical 
indexes  of  all  records  and  pe.pers  in  his  office,  and  to  supply  copies  of 
these  records  or  papers  to  any  person  upon  request  and  payirient  of  the  re- 
quired fee. 


Taxation 
(See  also  entries  2,  26,  2C3,  208,  210, 
211,  372-389,  423,  425,  426) 

Lists  of  Taxp.ble  Property, 
Levies 

41.  (DOCKET  OF  RATES  AKD  AI-IOL^JTS  WANTED),  185C— .   In  Collector's 
Books,  entry  49. 

List  of  tax  rr.tes  and  pjnounts  w?.nted,  showing  date,  total  amount  of  as- 
sessed property  in  township,  school  district  numbers,  amounts  of  levy  for 
each  school  district,  a,nd  city  or  village,  total  assessed  value,  p.mount 
of  roa,d  and  bridge  levy,  and  tajc  sprea,d. 

42.  ASSESSOR'S  BOOKS,  1884 — .   259  v.  (Moline  and  Rock  Island 
townships,  1884-98.   15  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Bioffalo  Prario,  Coal  Valley, 

Drury,  Edgington,  Rural,  ?jid  South  Rock  Island  townships, 

1884-98,  1900-1906,  1917,  1920,  1921,  1931--.   30  v. 

Canoe  Creek,  Coe,  Cordova,  Hpjiipton,  Fort  Byron,  and  South 

Moline  townships,  1834-98,  1900-19C6,  1917,  1931--.   28  v. 

Moline  Township,  1899-1906,  1915—.   40  v. 

Rock  Island  Township,  1899-1906,  1915—.   40  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Edgington, 

Hrjnpton,  Port  Byron,  Rural,  South  Moline,  South  Rock  Island, 

and  Zuma  townships,  1899.   16  v. 

Canoe  Creek,  Coe,  Cordova,  Hrjnpton,  Port  Byron,  and  Zumr, 

townships,  1907-14.   8  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Coal  Valley, 

Drury,  Edgington,  and  Rura,l  townships,  1907-14.   8  v. 

Moline  pjid  South  Moline  townships,  1907-14.   8  v. 


1.  R.S.1874,  p.  322. 

2.  L.1861,  p.' 239;  R.S.1874,  p.  322. 

3.  R.S.1874,  p.  630. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  321. 


-  110  - 
County  Clerk  -  Taxation  (43) 

Rock  Island  and  South  Reck  Island  townships,  1907-14.   8  v, 

Andalusia,  Belling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Coal  Valley,  Drary, 

Edgingtcn,  and  Rural  tcvmships,  1915-16.  2  v. 

Black  Hawk,  Canoe  Greek,  Coe,  Cordova,  Port  Byron,  South 

Rock  Island,  and  Zijma  townships,  1915-16.   2  v. 

South  Kcline  Township,  1915-16,  1918,  1922-30,  1936—.   13  v. 

Hampton  Township,  1915-16,  1918-30,  1936—.   16  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Canoe  Creek, 

Coal  Valley,  Coe,  Cordova,  2rury,  Edgington,  Port  Byron,  Rural, 

South  Rock  Island,  and  Z-uma  townships,  1918,   1  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Coal  Valley, 

Cce,  Drury,  Edgingtcn,  Rural,  and  South  Rock  Island  to-smships, 

1919.   1  v. 

Canoe  Creek,    Cordova,   Port  Byron,    Scuth  Moline,    and  Zvuna 

tc'.Tnships,    1919.      1  v. 

Canoe  Creek,    Coe,    Cordova,   Port   Byrcn,    South  Moline,    and  Zucia 

townships,    1920-21.      2  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Bviffalo  Prairie,  Canoe  Creek, 

Coal  Valley,  Coe,  Cordova,  Drury,  and  Edgingtcn  townships, 

1922-30,  1936—.   10  v. 

South  Rock  Island  Toraship,  1922-30,  1936—.   10  v.)  .  1850-83 

in  Collector's  Books,  entry  49. 
Lists  of  taxable  real  estate,  shewing  name  of  owner,  legal  description 
of  property,  assessed  value,  kind  and  amount  of  assessment,  and  total 
tax.   Also  contains  Assessor's  Books  Personal,  1884-98,  and  a  few  scat- 
tered townships,  1900-1906,  entry  43.   Arr.  hy  sec,  twp.  ,  and  range. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   400  p.  17  x  15  x  2^.   135  v.,  1884-191fi, 
CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  hsmt.;  124  v.,  1917—,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

43.  ASSESSOR'S  BOCKS  PSRSCHAL,  1899--.  256  v.  (Canoe  Creek,  Cce, 
Cordova,  Hampton,  Port  Byrcn,  South  Moline,  South  Rock  Island, 
and  Zuma  townships,  1899.   1  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Coal  Valley, 
Drury,  Edgington,  and  Rural  townships,  1899.   1  v. 
Rock  Island  Township,  1899,  1907-16,  1918-30,  1936—.   36  v. 
Moline  Township,  1899,  1907-16,  1918-30,  1936—.   36  v. 
Andalusia,  Black  Hav.'k,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Cance  Creek, 
Coal  Valley,  Coe,  Cordova,  Drury,  Edgington,  Hampton,  Port 
Byron,  Rural,  Scuth  Moline,  South  Rock  Island,  and  Zuma  tcm- 
ships,  1920-30.   11  v.  per  township. 
Rock  Island  County,  as  a  whole,  1931-35.   4  v. 
Canoe  Creek,  Coe,  Cordova,  Hampton,  Port  Syron,  South  Moline, 
and  Zum-a  townships,  1936 — .   1  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Coal  Valley, 
Drury,  Edgington,  Rural,  and  South  Rock  Island  townships, 
1936—.   1  v.). 

Entries  for  1884-98,  and  all  dates  not  shown  above,  in  Asses- 
sor's Books,  entry  42. 
Lists  of  taxable  personal  property,  shewing  name  and  address  of  owner, 
date,  valuation  and  kind  of  property,  equalized  and  total  assessed  value, 
and  total  tax.  Arr.  alph.  by  najne  of  o\7ner.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm, 
300  p.  17  X  15  X  2-|.   251  v.,  1899-1934,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  5  v., 
1935--,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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44,  TAX  LEVIES,  1875—,  9   f.b,  (17-21,  4  not  numbered). 
Certificates  of  levy  for  scliools,  roads,  bridges,  and  nunicipalities, 
shoiTing  amount  and  pui-pose  of  ta:-:,  dates  due,  and  dates  of  pajTnent  and 
filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index,   Hdv/,  on  pr,  fn,   10  x  5  x  15, 
F.b,  17-21,  1875-1920,  co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  osnt,;  4  f,b,  not  numbered,  1921—, 
CO,  clks.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

45,  ABSTRACT  OF  ASSSSSr.SlvT  AICD  TAXES,  1875—,  5  v,  (l  not  numbered, 
2,  3  not  numbered). 

Abstracts  of  footings  of  assessor's  books,  showing  name  of  to^vnship,  date 
of  levy,    number  of  improved  and  unimproved  acres  and  lots,  assessed  valua- 
tion, and  valuation  as  revised  by  supemrisor  of  assessments  and  corrected 
by  board  of  review,  Arr,  by  sec,  tv.-p,,  and  range,  No  index,  Edw,  under 
pr,  hdgs,   100  p,  17  X  15  X  1,  Co,  clk,'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

46,  FcAILROAD  TAX  BOOKS,  1873--,   8  v.  (a,  1-7), 

Lists  of  taxable  railroad  and  mining  property,'',  shovri.ng  legal  description 
of  property,  assessment  value,  several  taxes,  interest,  and  total  oxiount 
due.  Also  contains  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Collection  Book,  1873-1934, 
entry  47,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  tv^.   No  index,   Hdvf,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
200  p,  14  X  17  X  l',  Co,  clk,*s  vlt",,  2nd  fl, 

47,  TELEPKOi'^E  AI'TD  TELEGRAPH  COLLECTION  BOOK,  1935—.   1  v,   1873- 
1934  in  Railroad  Tax  Books,  entrj"-  46, 

Lists  of  taxable  property  of  telephone  and  telegraph  companies,  shovtdng 
legal  description  of  property,  several  taxes,  interest,  and  total  amount 
due,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  tv-rp.  No  index,  Hdv/,  under  pr,  hdgs,  200  p, 
20  X  12-|-  X  2.  Co,  clk,'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

48,  TAX  BOOK,  1862,  1  v. 

Lists  of  tax  levies  and  assessments,  shovring  name  of  property  ov-Ticr,  de- 
scription of  property'-,  valuation,  stato,  coimty,  tovm,  school  district, 
and  road  taxes,  back  tax,  total  cjnount  due,  and  dr. to  of  filing,  Arr,  by 
sec,,  ti-.-p,,  and  range.  No  index,   Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,   250  p,  17  x  10 
X  1-g-,  Cir,  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsmt. 

Collections,  Abatement 

49,  COLLECTOR'S  BOOKS,  1850—,  247  v,  (Rock  Island  Count;^'*  ^-s  ^^ 
\7holo,  1850-64,   15  v. 

Canoe  Creek,  Coo,  Cordova,  Ilroiipton,  Molinc,  Port  Byron,  and 

Zuma  tov.-iiships,  1865-79,   15  v, 

jjadalusia,    Elaclc  Plav/k,    3ov/ling,    Buffalo   Prairie,    Coal  Valley, 

Drury,   Edgington,   Rock   Island,    1855-79,      15  v. 

Canoe  Crock,   Ccc,   Cordovr.,   Hampton,    ^ort  Lyron,   and  Zuma  tov/n- 

ships,  1380-1929,  50  v, 

iiolinc.  Rock  Island,  South  Holine,  and  South  Rock  Island  tovm.- 

ships,  1880-1905,  26  v, 

i'lndalusia.  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Coal  Valloy, 

Drurj.',  Edgington,  and  Rural  to-.mships,  1880-1929,   50  v, 

Lblinc   and  South  I'iclinc  tovfiTiShips,    1906-29,      24  v. 
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Rock  Island  and  South  Rock  Island  townships,  1906-29.   24  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Hawk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Coal  Valley, 

Drury,  Edgington,  Rural,  a-nd  South  Rock  Island  townships, 

1930-34.   5  V, 

Canoe  Creek,  Cce,  Cordova,  Hampton,  Port  Byron,  South  Moline, 

ajid  Zuma  tovmships,  1930-34.   5  v. 

Moline  Township,  1930--.   7  v. 

Rock  Island  ToT^mship,  1930 — .   7  v. 

Andalusia,  Black  Ha^vk,  Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Coal  Valley, 

Drury,  Edgington,  Rural,  and  South  Rock  Island  townships,  1955 — . 

2  V. 

Canoe  Creek,  Coe,  Cordova,  Hampton,  Port  Byron,  South  Moline, 

and  Zuma  townships,  1935 — .   2  v.). 
Record  of  taxable  real  estate,  showing  name  and  address  of  person  assessed, 
location  and  description  of  property,  kind  and  amount  of  each  tajc,  total 
amount  due,  date  sind  amount  of  payment,  and  name  of  payee.   Also  contains 
(Docket  of  Rates  and  Amounts  Wanted),  entry  41;  Assessor's  Books,  1850-83, 
entry  42;  and  Collector's  Book,  Personal,  1850-1914,  entry  50.  Arr.  by 
sec,  twp.,  and  range.   No  index.   Ed'-,  under  pr.  hdgs.   500  -  600  p. 
15  X  16  X  3  -  16  X  11  X  4.   239  v.,  1850-1934,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl.; 
8  v.,  1935--,  treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 

50.  COLLECTOR'S  BOOK,  PERSONAL,  1915--.   80  v.  (Uoline  To;mship, 
32  v.;  Rock  Island  Township,  32  v.;  all  other  townships 
grouped,  16  v.).   1850-1914  in  Collector's  Books,  entry  49, 

Lists  of  taxable  personal  property,  showing  name  and  address  of  owner, 
assessed  value  of  property,  kind  and  amount  of  tax,  total  tax,  date  and 
amount  of  payment,  and  name  of  payer,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  owner.  No 
index.   Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.   650  p.  16  x  15  x  3,   71  v.,  1915-33,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt,,  bsmt.;  3  v.,  1934,  co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl.;  6  v, ,  1935 — , 
treas, 's  off,,  2nd  fl. 

51.  (COLLECTOR'S  REPORTS),  1892—,   1  f.b,  (I06l). 

Reports  to  clerk  by  county  collector  of  partial  and  final  settlement  of 
state  taxes  with  state  auditor,  showing  amounts  of  tax  collections  aJid 
delinquencies,  divisions  of  tax  revenue,  affidavit  of  collector,  and 
date  of  report,  Arr,  by  date  of  report,  No  index.  Hdw.  10  x  4  x  15, 
Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption, 
and  Forfeiture 

52.  TAX  SALE  INDEX,  LOTS  (and  Lands),  1839—.   6  v. 

Index  to  Tax  Deed  Affidavits,  entry  53;  Tax  Sale  Certificates,  entry  55; 
Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption,  and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  58^  and 
Blotter  of  Tax  Sales,  entry  62,  showing  legal  description  of  property, 
dates  of  sale  and  forfeiture  or  redemption,  amounts  of  tax  and  delin- 
quency, assessed  value  of  property,  book  and  page  of  record,  and  file 
box  number.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  addition.  ¥Avi.   under  pr.  hdgs. 
300  p.  12  X  18  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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53.  TAX  DEED  AFFIDAVITS,  1851—.   6  f.^b.  (13,  14,  1851-96;  11-13, 
1  not  nximbered,  1882 — ). 

Affidavits  made  by  purchasers  of  lands  at  tax  sales,  certificates  of  pub- 
lication, and  applications  for  tax  deeds.   Also  contains  Tax  Sale  Certi- 
ficates, 1851-80,  entry  55.   Arr.  by  date  of  affidavit.   For  index,  see 
entry  52.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  4|' x  15.  F.b.  13,  14,  1851-96,  co. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.;  f.b.  11-13,  1  not  numbered,  1882 — ,  co .  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

54.  TAX  AFFIDAVITS  ESCORD,  1858--.   7  v.  (l  not  numbered,  1-6). 
Last  entry  1934.   Title  varies:  Record  of  Tax  Sales. 

Copies  of  affidavits  made  by  purchasers  of  lands  at  tax  sales,  showing 
legal  description  of  land,  date  of  sale,  name  of  purchaser,  date  and 
amount  of  payment,  and  period  of  redemption.  V.  1-6  contain  photostatic 
copies,  1872 — ,  of  original  affidavits  in  Tax  Deed  Affidavits,  entry  53. 
Arr.  by  date  of  sale.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  twp.   1858-71,  hdw.  on 
pr.  fra.;  1872—,  photostated.  430  -  640  p.  15  x  14  x  3  -  18  x  14  x  3. 
1  V.  not  numbered,  1858-71,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. ;  v.  1-6,  1872 — ,  co, 
elk. 's  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 

55.  TAX  SALE  CERTIFICATES,  1881—.   22  f.b.  (8,  25-27,  48-65). 
1851-80  in  Tax  Deed  Affidavits,  entry  53. 

Tax  sale  certificates  of  purchase  with  attestation  by  county  clerk,  coun- 
tersigned by  county  collector,  showing  names  of  purchaser,  clerk,  and 
collector,  legal  description  of  property,  and  date  and  amount  of  sale. 
Arr.  by  date  of  sale.   For  index,  see  entry  52.   Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.   10  x  42 
X  15,   F.b.  8,  25-27,  1881-1918,  co .  clk.'s  vlt,,  bsmt,;  f.b.  48-65, 
1919—,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

56.  TAX  SALE  RECEIPTS,  1917—,   2  f.b. 

Duplicate  receipts  for  payment  of  taxes  redeeming  property  from  tax  sales, 
showing  name  of  person  paying  taxes,  name  of  property  owner,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  assessment  value,  amounts  of  tax,  interest,  and  penal- 
ties, date  of  payment,  and  signature  of  collector.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment. 
No  index.   Typed  on  pr,  fm,   10  x  4^  x  15.   1  f.b.,  1917-33,  co .  clk.'s 
vlt,,  bsmt,;  1  f.b.,  1934 — ,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

57.  FORFEITURE  TAX  RECEIPTS,  1920—.   1  f.b. 

Duplicate  receipts  for  payment  of  taxes  redeeming  property  from  forfeiture, 
showing  name  of  taxpayer,  legal  description  of  property,  forfeiture  date, 
ajnounts  of  tax,  interest,  and  penalties,  date  of  pajment,  and  signature 
of  collector.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm. 
10  X  4^  X  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

58.  TAX  JUDGMENT,  SALE,  REDEMPTION,  AND  FOEFSITLTRE  RECORD,  1839--. 
91  V.  (1-51,  52A,  52E,  53A,  53B,  54A,  54B,  55A,  55B,  56A,  56B, 
57A,  57B,  58A,  58B,  59A,  59B,  60A,  50B,  61A,  61B,  62A,  62B,  62C, 
62D,  d3A,  63B,  63C,  63D,  64A,  64B,  64C,  64D,  65A,  65B,  65C,  65D, 
65Z,  65C,  66D,  66E). 

Tax  judgment,  sale,  and  redemption  record  shewing  legal  description  of 
property,  kind  of  tax,  amounts  of  interest,  costs,  judgment,  sale,  and  re- 
demption, names  of  owner,  purchaser,  and  redeemer,  juid  dates  of  judgment. 
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sale,  and  redemption.   Also  contains  Forfeiture  Record,  1839-73,  1904 — , 
entr^  59,  and  (Tax  Assessment  and  Sr.les  Record),  1878--,  entry  60.   Arr.  "by 
sec,  twp.,  and  range.  For  index,  see  entry  52.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
200  -  480  p.  14  X  9  x  l|  -  18  x  13  x  2t.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

59.  FORFEITURE  RECORD,  1874-1903.   3  v.  (l  not  numbered,  3,  4). 
Title  varies:  Record  of  Forfeited  Land.   1839-73,  1904—  in 
Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption,  and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry 
58. 

Lists  of  lands  and  lots  not  sold  for  want  of  "bidders  and  thereby  forfeited 
to  state,  showing  name  of  property  owner,  legal  description  of  property, 
several  taxes,  interest,  and  total  taxes.   Arr.  by  sec,  t^vp.,  and  range. 
No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   480  .p.  18  x  12|  x  2.   1  v.  not  numbered, 
1874-78,  v.  4,  1890-1903,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl.;  v.  3,  1879-89,  co. 
elk. ' s  vlt. ,  bsmt. 

60.  (TAX  ASSESSMENT  AND  SALES  RECOPJ))  ,  1861-77.   6  v.   1878—  in 
Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption,  and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  58. 

Record  of  tax  assessments  and  sales,  showing  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, names  of  owner  and  purchaser,  tax  spread,  and  amounts  of  delinquency, 
judgment,  and  costs.   Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range.   No  index.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   350  p.  18  x  12  x  2k.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

61.  WITffflRAWALS  FROM  TAX  SALES,  1928-32.   3  v. 

Lists  of  property  delinquent  in  special  assessments  withdrawn  from  ss-le 
upon  payment  of  tax,  showing  names  of  owner  and  payer,  amount  of  delin- 
quent tax,  legal  description  of  property,  date  of  assessment,  warrant 
and  installment  numbers,  amount  of  interest  and  costs,  and  date  of  pay- 
ment.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   Indexed  p.lph.  by  name  of  township. 
Typed  on  pr.  fm.   170  p.  17  x  16  x  1^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

62.  BLOTTER  OF  TAX  SALES,  1873-1929.   4  v. 

Lists  of  lands  pjid  lots  sold  for  taxes,  showing  purchaser's  name,  legal 
description  of  land,  amounts  of  tax,  costs,  interest,  and  total  due,  and 
date  of  sale.   Arr.  by  date  of  sale.  For  index,  see  entry  52.   Hdw.  un- 
der pr.  hdgs.   500  p.  16  x  12  x  2|.   1  v. ,  1873-97,  co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
bsmt.;  3  v.,  1898-1929,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Maps  PJid  Plats  - 
Miscellpjicous  Papers 

63.  (MAPS  AND  PLATS ) ,  1837—.   2  f.b.  (l  not  numbered,  1050). 
Plats  of  towns,  railroads,  and  roads,  maps  and  plans  for  county  jail, 
plats  of  school  districts,  and  bridge  contracts.   Subsequent  to  1886 
contains  only  mp.ps  and  plats  of  school  districts,  used  for  tpocation  pur- 
poses. Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hand-drawn  and  printed. 

10  X  6i  X  24.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 
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64.  (SCEOOL  1!APS,  CERTIFICATES),  1896--.   1  f.b.  (1060). 

Maps  of  township  school  districts  and  state-aid  roads;  copies  of  re- 
ports of  scliool  district  changes;  lists  of  taxable  persons  in  school 
districts,  and  copies  of  certificates  of  good  moral  character  of  ap- 
plicants for  admission  to  the  bar.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index. 
Hand-drawn,  hdw. ,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4g-  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  Tit., 
2nd  fl. 

65.  MISCELLAITEOUS  TAX  PAPERS,  1907—.   2  f.b. 

Copies  of  ordinances  providing  for  the  issuance  of  bonds  and  changes  in 
school  districts,  certificates  of  rate  equalization,  assessment  lists  of 
capital  stock,  and  railroad  assessment  lists.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
No  index,  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdv;.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4|-  x  15. 
Co,  clk.'s  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

66,   SCHOOL  PLATS,  1867-78.   1  v,   1833-66  in  Surveyor's  Record, 
entry  422. 
Original  plats  of  school  districts  used  for  taxation  purposes,  showing 
boundaries,  rivers,  creeks,  bridges,  roads,  and  population  in  each  dis- 
trict.  Arr.  by  school  district  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  tv;p.   Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   120  p.  10  x  11-g-  x  ^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births  (See  also  entries 
35,  120,  121) 

67.  INDEX  TO  CERTIFICATES  OF  BIRTH,  1877—.   8  v.  (A-D,  1877-1921; 
1-4,  1877—).   Title  varies:  Index  to  Births, 

Index  to  (Birth  Certificates),  entry  68,  and  Births  (Register),  entry  69, 
showing  year,  certificate  number,  names  of  child  and  parents,  book  and 
page  of  entry,  and  file  box  numbers.   Volumes  A-D  have  been  transcribed 
into  volumes  1-4.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  child.   Hdv/.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
450  p.  17^  X  12  X  1^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

68.  (BIRTH  CERTIFICATES),  1877—.   37  f.b.,  25  v. 
Certificates  of  births,  shcfwing  certificate  number,  date  of  birth,  sex 
of  child,  number  of  other  children,  names  of  child,  parents,  and  physi- 
cian or  midwife,  residence,  color,  ages,  birthplaces,  and  occupations "df 
parents,  and  date  of  filing.   Subsequent  to  1921,  certificates  bound  in 
loose-leaf  form.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   For  index,  see  entry  67.   Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   F.b.  10  x  5  x  15;  v.  1000  p.  7x9x5.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd 
fl. 

69.  BIRTHS  (Register),  1877-1921.   19  v.  (1-19).   Title  varies: 
Birth  Report  Records. 

Register  of  births,  shov/ing  name,  sex,  and  color  of  child,  number  of 
children  in  family,  date  and  place  of  birth,  najnes  of  parents  and  doc- 
tor or  midwife,  and  date  of  birth  report.   Arr.  by  date  of  birth  report. 
For  index,  see  entry  67.   Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.   638  p,  18  x  12  x  2^, 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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70.  OLD  BIRTH  ESCORTS,  1861-1933.   1  v. 

Copies  of  birth  certificates  of  persons  previously  unregistered,  sho-,ving 
name,  age,  address,  color,  sex  of  individual,  dates  of  birth  and  certif- 
icate, names,  occupation,  and  birthplaces  of  parents,  and  certificate 
n-umber.   Arr.  by  certificate  no.  No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   1000  p. 
7  X  9-^-  X  1-^-.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Deaths  (See  also  entries  35, 
120,121) 

71.  INDEX  TO  CERTIFICATES  OF  DEATH,  1877--.   2  v.  (l,  2). 

Index  to  Deaths  (Certificates),  entry  72,  and  Deaths  (Register),  entry  73, 
showing  name  of  deceased,  date  of  death,  record  book  and  page  of  entry, 
and  file  box  and  certificate  numbers.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   450  p.  19  x  12  x  2^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

72.  DEATHS  (Certificates),  1877--.   26  f.b.  (38-63);  19  v. 
Certificates  of  deaths,  showing  date  of  certificate,  names  of  deceased, 
physician,  parents,  and  undertaker,  date,  place,  and  cause  of  death, 
last  residence,  marital  status,  age,  sex,  color,  occupation,  and  place 
of  birth  of  deceased.   Subsequent  to  1919,  certificates  bound  in  loose- 
leaf  form.   Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.   For  index,  see  entry  71.   Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   F.b.  10  x  5  x  15;  v.  600  p.  7  x  9  x  5.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd 
fl. 

73.  DEATHS  (Register),  1877-1919.   12  v.  (1-12).   Discontinued. 
Title  varies:  Death  Records. 

Register  of  death  certificates,  showing  certificate  number,  names  of  de- 
ceased, physician,  and  undertalcer,  last  residence,  sex,  color,  and  age 
of  deceased,  date,  place,  and  cause  of  death,  and  date  and  place  of  bur- 
ial.  Arr.  by  certificate  no.  For  index,  see  entrj^  71.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fn. 
400  p.  7  X  9  X  5.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

74.  (RECORD  OP  BURIAL  PLACES  OF  SOLDIERS  AITO  SAILORS),  1932--.   1  v. 
Undertaker's  certificates  of  burial  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  showing  date 
of  death,  date  and  place  of  burial,  and  length  of  military  or  naval  ser- 
vice. Arr.  by  certificate  no.  No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   135  p. 

6i  X  11  X  1-|.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Marriages 

75.  INDEX  TO  1-,IARRIAGES,  1833—.   14  v.  (1-3  male,  1-3  female, 
1833-1935;  2-4  male,  2-4  female,  1897-1920;  2  not  numbered, 
male  and  female,  1936 — ). 

Index  to  Marriages  (Licenses  and  Applications),  entry  76;  (Marriage  Li- 
censes), entry  77;  Application  for  Marriage  License,  entry  78;  Marriage 
Register,  entry  79;  Register  of  Marriages  (Copies  of  Marriage  Certificates), 
entry  80,  and  Marriage  Returns,  entry  81,  showing  names  of  male  and  fe- 
male, date  of  marriage,  application,  license,  and  certificate  numbers, 
book  and  page  of  record,  and  file  box  number.   Volumes  2-4,  1897-1920,  have 
been  copied  into  volumes  1-3,  1833-1935.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  male  and 
female.   Hdw.  -under  pr.  hdgs.   250  -  415  p.  14  x  12  x  2  -  18  x  12  x  2i-. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 
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76.  l>I>iRRIiiGES  (Licenses  and  Applications),  1936--.   5  v.  (M-Q). 
Original  marriage  licenses  and  applications,  showing  dates  and  numbers 
of  license  and  application,  names  of  bride,  groom,  parents,  witnesses, 
and  officiating  person,  dates  of  birth,  residences  of  applicants,  and 
date  of  return.  Bound  loose-leaf  (Marriage  Licenses),  entry  77,  and 
Application  for  Marriage  License,  entry  78,  formerly  kept  separately. 
Arr.  by  application  no.   For  index,  see  entry  75.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   500 
p.  10  X  11  X  6.   Co.  clk.'s  off..  End  fl. 

77.  (JliRKIAGE  LICENSES),  1833-1935.   82  f.b.  (48-129).   1936--  in 
(bound  form)  Marriages  (Licenses  and  Applications),  entry  76. 

Original  marriage  licenses,  showing  date  and  number  of  license,  names  of 
bride,  groom,  and  parents,  residences,  occupations,  ages,  and  birthplaces 
of  bride  and  groom,  place  and  date  of  marriage,  signatures  of  witnesses, 
certificate  of  officiating  person,  and  date  of  return.   Arr.  by  license 
no.   For  index,  see  entry  75.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4^  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

78.  APPLICATION  FOR  lliJlRlAGE  LICEITSE,  1847-1935.   5  f.b.,  57  v. 

(l-57).   1936 —  in  (bound  form)  Marriages  (Licenses  and  Appli- 
cations), entry  76. 
Applications  for  marriage  licenses  v/ith  affidavits  of  minors'  ages,  show- 
ing number  and  date  of  application,  names,  addresses,  ages,  oaths,  and 
dates  and  places  of  birth  of  applicants,  name  of  county  clerk,  and  con- 
sent of  parents  for  minors.  Arr.  by  application  no.   For  index,  see  entry 
75.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   F.b.  10  x  6-g   x  24;  v.  450  p.  18  x  14  x  2-|-.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  bsnt. 

79.  lirtRRlAGE  REGISTER,  1833—.   11  v.  (a,  C-L).   Title  varies:   Mar- 
riage Record. 

Register  of  marriages,  showing  date  of  license,  names  and  addresses  of 
male  and  female,  date  of  marriage,  name  of  person  performing  ceremony, 
and  date  of  license  return.  Arr.  by  date  of  return.   For  index,  see 
entry  75.   1833-Gl,  hdw.;  1862--,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  18  x  12 
X  2-^-.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

80.  REGISTER  OF  MaRRIaGES  (Copies  of  Marriage  Certificates),  1878- 
1918.   8  V.  (1-8). 

Copies  of  marriage  certificates,  showing  names,  residences,  ages,  and 
birthplaces  of  bride  and  groom,  names  of  parents,  place  and  date  of  mar- 
riage, name  of  officiating  person,  and  dates  of  certificate  and  license 
return.  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.   For  index,  see  entry  75.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   630  p.  18  x  14  x  3-|.   V.  1-4,  1878-1908,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.; 
V.  5-8,  1909-18,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

81.  JIaRRIaGE  returns,  1878-82.   1  f.b. 

Supplemental  forms  of  marriage  license  returns,  showing  names  o^  bride, 
groom,  witnesses,  and  officiating  person,  date  and  number  of  license, 
date  of  return,  and  place  and  date  of  marriage.  Arr.  by  license  no. 
For  index,  see  entry  75.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  6-g-  x  24.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  bsmt. 
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Census 


82.   CENSUS,  ROCK  ISLAND  COUNTY,  1860,  1865,  1870,  1880. 
5  T.  (3  not  numbered,  1860,  1865,  1870;  1,2,  1880). 
Census  of  inhabitants  and  industrial  statistics  of  Rock  Island  County, 
showing  value  of  real  and  personal  property,  products  of  industry,  names 
of  property  owners  and  heads  of  families,  number  of  children  and  school 
children,  and  age,  color,  sex,  and  nativity  of  each.   Arr,  alph.  by  name 
of  twp.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   690  p.  14  x  19  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.. 


2nd  fl. 


Licenses  and  Registers 
(See  also  entry  5) 

Registers  of  Officers 

83.  (COUNTY  OFFICERS),  1857—.   1  f.b.  (1135). 

Lists  of  elected  county  officers,  showing  name  of  office,  name  and  ad- 
dress of  officer,  date  of  election,  length  of  term,  date  of  bond,  and 
qualifications.   Arr.  by  date  of  election.   No  index.   Hdw.   10  x  5  x  15, 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

84.  LIST  OF  TOWNSHIP  OFFICERS,  1907—.   2  f.b.  (12,  1  not  numbered). 
List  of  township  officers  elected  at  annual  town  meetings  and  certified 
by  township  clerk,  showing  name  and  address  of  official,  title  of  office, 
dates  of  election  and  filing,  and  address  of  official.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   5-3-  x  10  x  24.   F.b.  12,  1907- 
20,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  f.b.  not  numbered,  1921 — ,  co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

85.  REGISTER  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS,  1839—.   2  v.  (l,  2). 

Register  of  county  officers,  showing  nsime  and  address  of  officer,  title 
of  office,  amo\ant  and  date  of  bond,  names  of  sureties,  term  of  office, 
date  of  election,  and  remarks.   Also  contains  Qualifications  of  County 
Officers,  1867 — ,  entry  86.   Arr.  by  date  of  election.   Indexed  alph,  by 
name  of  official.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p.  17  x  12  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

86.  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS,  1839-66.   1  v.   1667—  in 
Register  of  County  Officers,  entry  85. 

Lists  of  qualifications  of  county  officers,  showing  dates  of  oath  and 
qualifications,  names  of  bondsmen,  and  date  of  resignation  or  expiration 
of  term  of  office.   Arr.  by  date  of  oath.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
150  p.  14  X  10  X  1^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 
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Professional  Licenses 
and  Registers 

87.  RECORD  OF  PHYSICIMS'  C-^TIFICATilS,  1877—.   ^  v.  (A-C,  Inot 
lettered).   Title  varies:  Record  State  Certificates. 

Conies  of  certificates  of  physicians,  surgeons,  dentists,  chiropodists, 
nurses,  and  osteopaths,  showing  certificate  number,  school  of  gradua- 
tion, date  and  grade  of  diploma,  name,  residence,  and  nativity  of  prac- 
titioner, and  date  of  certificate.   Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.   Index- 
ed alph.  by  name  of  practitioner.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   3OO  v.    18  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  elk.  '3  vlt.,  2nd'  f  1 . 

88.  REaiST"]R.  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  ACCOUCH^JJI'S ,  1877~.   1  v. 
Register  of  physicians  and  accoucheurs,  showing  date,  name,  nativity, 
education,  and  residence  of  physician  or  accoucheur,  date  of  diploma, 
and  number  of  j'-ears  in  practice  in  Illinois.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
practitioner.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   3OO  p.  ISi  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

89-   DENTAL  RECORD,  1895—.   2  v.  (l,2).   Last  entry  1921. 
Copies  of  dental  certificates,  showing  name,  address,  nativity,  and 
education  of  dentist,  and  dates  of  diploma,  issuance  of  certificate,  and 
filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  dentist.   Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   315  p.  18  x  llf  x  2.   Co.  elk. • s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

90.  DENTAL  RS;j IS TER.  1886—.   1  v.  (l).   Last  entry  I933. 
Register  of  dentists,  showing  name,  age,  and  address  of  dentist,  date  of 
certificate,  and  personal  and  educational  statistics.   Arr.  by  date  of 
certif iea.te.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  dentist.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
16c  p.  18  X  11  X  1.   Go.  elk. '3  vlt.,  2nd  f 1 . 

91.  REGISTER  OF  ARCHITECTS.  1897—.   2  v.  ( 1,1  not  numbered). 
Last  entry  1919. 

Copies  of  certificates  issued  to  architects  by  state  depe.rtment,  showing 
name,  nativity,  and  education  of  architect,  and  dates  of  diploma  and  cer- 
tificate.  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  archi- 
tect.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  Ib^   p.  16  x  11  x  1.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

92.  RECORD  OF  CERTIFICATES  VETERINARY  STiRGEONS.  1899—.   1  v.  (l). 
Copies  of  certificates  of  veterinary  surgeons,  showing  date  of  certifi- 
cate, name,  address,  and  nativity  of  veterinarian,  degree  of  diploma, 
and  school  of  education.   Arr.  by  date  cf  certificate.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  surgeon.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   142  o.  15  x  12i  x  li.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

93.  REGISTER  CERTIFICATES  OF  NTJRSES,  1909— .   2  v. 
(1  not  numbered,  2).   Last  entry  1919. 

Register  of  nurses'  certificates,  showing  names  of  n^irse  and  training 
hospital,  degree  of  training,  residence  and  age  of  mirse,  and  dates  of 
certificate  and  registration.   Arr.  by  date  of  registration.   Indexed 
alph.   by  name  of  nurse.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   I3U  p.  18-|  x  12  x  2^. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt. .  2nd  fl. 
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94.  OPTOMETRY  EE CORD,  1915—.   1  v.  (l). 

Copies  of  optometry  certificates,  showing  nane  and  address  of  optometrist, 
mimber  of  certificate,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  certificate  no.   In- 
dexed alph.  ty  name  of  optometrist.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  292  p.  18  x  12^-  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Patents 

95.  PATENT  RECORD,  1868-73.   1  v.   ITow  kept  "by  United  States  Patent 
Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Record  of  patents  issued  on  inventions,  shov/lng  name  of  patentee,  de- 
scription of  invention,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  patentee.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   650  p.  18  x  12^  x  3. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

Militia  Roll  (See  also  entry  124[ii]) 

96.  MILITARY  RECORD,  1861-65.   1  v. 

Roster  and  record  of  soldiers  enlisted  during  Civil  War  from  Rock  Island 
County,  showing  name,  age,  residence,  and  rank  of  soldier,  record  of  mil- 
itary service,  and  dates  and  places  of  enlistment  and  discharge;  includes 
obituaries  of  soldiers  killed  in  action  and  record  of  appropriations  for 
war  purposes.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  soldier.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
338  p.  20  X  14  X  3-2".   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

97.  MILITARY  ROLL  RECORD,  1861-62.   1  v. 

List  of  soldiers  enrolled  in  the  militia,  showing  name,  address,  and  rank 
of  soldier.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  llo  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
250  p.  16-|  X  11  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

98.  DESCRIPTIVE  BOOK,  1861.   1  v. 

Personal  descriptions  of  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  69th  United  States 
Infantry  Regiment,  Illinois,  showing  rank,  birthplace,  and  physical  de- 
scription of  soldier  or  officer,  date  and  place  of  enlistment,  and  date 
of  discharge.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  soldier.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
140  p.  16  X  11  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

99.  REGIMENTAL  ORDER  BOOK,  1862.   1  v. 

Copies  and  original  regimental  orders  of  the  69th  Regiment,  United  States 
Army,  at  Camp  Douglas,  showing  date,  purpose,  and  amount  of  each  order, 
name  of  payee,  and  signature  of  requisitioning  officer.   Arr.  by  date  of 
order.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   100  p.  16  x  loi  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

Stallion  Certificates  (See  also 
entry  156) 

100.   RECORD  OF  CERTIFICATES  STATE  BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE,  1882-1906. 
1  V. 

Copies  of  stallion  certificates,  showing  names  of  owner  and  stallion,  ped- 
igree, terms  on  v/hich  stallion  is  advertised  for  service,  registration 
number,  and  date  of  certificate.   Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  12  x  2-^.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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E s trays,  Ma rks  and  Brands 

101.  (ESTRAY  PAPERS),  1833-97.   1  f.b.   1898-1915  in  (Drury  Drainage 
District  and  Miscellaneous),  entry  424. 

Original  estray  papora  containing  affidavits  of  parties  taking  up  stock, 
and  reports  of  appraisers  appointed  by  justices  of  peace.  Arr.  by  date 
of  filing.   No  index.  Hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fin.   10  x  6-g-  x  24.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt . ,  bsmt, 

102.  ESTRAY  NOTICES,  1863-1925.   2  v. 

Copies  of  legal  notices  of  estrays,  showing  name  and  address  of  party  tak- 
ing up  stock,  description  of  animal,  date,  and  remarks.   Subsequent  to 
1898,  this  record  consists  of  printed  clippings  cut  from  nev/spapers  and 
pasted  in  volume.  Arr.  by  date  of  notice.  No  index.   1863-97,  hdw.; 
1898-1G25,  printed.   100  p.  11  x  12  x  1.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt . ,  bsmt. 

103.  RECORD  OF  MaRKS  aND  BRANDS,  1878--.   2  v. 

Owner's  registration  of  marks  and  brands  for  livestock,  beverages,  and 
commercial  and  industrial  products,  showing  date,  classification,  de- 
scription of  mark  or  brand,  and  registration  number.  Arr.  by  registra- 
tion no.  No  index.  Hdw,   300  p.  18  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Tavern  Licenses 

104.  (applications  for  LIQUOR,  DANCE  HALL,  AND  ROAD  HOUSE  LICENSES), 
1926—.   1  f.b.  (1138). 

Applications  for  dance  hall  and  road  house  licenses,  showing  name  and  ad- 
dress of  applicant,  license  fee  and  number,  approval  date,  amount  of  bond, 
and  names  of  sureties;  includes  applications  for  liquor  licenses,  1933 — . 
Arr.  by  date  of  application.   No  index.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl, 

105.  RECORD  OF  LIQUOR  LICENSES,  1873-76.   1  v.   1877--  in  Super- 
visors' Records,  entry  3. 

Copies  of  liquor  licenses  issued  by  county  clerk,  showing  rates  for  sell- 
ing intoxicating  liquors,  name  and  residence  of  licensee,  period  of  li- 
cense, amount  of  fee,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed 
alph.  by  nam.n  of  licensee.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   500  p.  14  x  lOg-  x  2vr.  Co. 
elk. ' s  vlt. ,  bsmt. 

Shanty  Boat  License 

106.  SHaNTY  boat  LICENSE  RECORD,  1900-1905.   1  v. 

Copies  of  licenses  issued  to  people  living  in  boats,  showing  name,  dates 
of  issue,  and  expiration,  purpose  and  location  of  boat,  and  amount  of  fee, 
Arr.  by  date  of  issue.  No  index.   Hdv^.  on  pr.  fm.   75p.  8  x  14  x  g-.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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County  Clerk  -  Elections;  (107-111) 

Bonds  of  Officers 


Elections 
(See  also  entries  7,  124[v]) 

107.   ELECTION  PETITIONS,  1913—.   2  f,b.  (43,44);  1  bdl. 
Election  petitions  showing  names  of  candidate  and  office,  party  affilia- 
tion, signatures  and  addresses  of  petitioners,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   Ho  index.  HdT7.   F.b.  10  x  6-J  x  24;  bdl.  5  x  12  x  10. 
F.b.  43,  44,  1918-30,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  bdl.,  1931--,  co .  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Bonds  of  Officers 
(See  also  entries.  2,  339,  340,  351) 

108.  -BONDS  OF  JUSTICE  OF  PEACE,  ASSESSORS'  AND  POLICE  MGISTRATES' 

BONDS,  1839—.   6  f.b.  (6-10,  14). 
Original  bonds  of  all  town  officials,  justices  of  peace,  assessors,  and 
police  magistrates,  showing  date,  amount,  and  conditions  of  bond,  names 
of  principal  and  sureties,  and  dates  of  approval  and  filing;  includes 
some  bonds  of  administrators,  gniardians,  and  executors,  1839-97.   Also 
contains  (County  Officials'  Bonds),  1839-81,  entry  109.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4i  x  15  -  10  x  6i  x  24.   F.b. 
6,  7,  1839-97,  co .  clk.'s  vlt.,  osmt.;  f.b.  8-10,  14,  1898--,  co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

109.  (COUNTY  OFFICIALS'  BONDS),  1882—.   1  f.b.   1839-81  in  Bonds  of 
Justice  of  Peace,  Assessors'  and  Police  Magistrates'  Bonds, 
entry  108. 

Bonds  of  sheriff,  county  collector,  county  treasurer,  superintendent  of 
schools,  coroner,  and  juvenile  probation  officer,  showing  date,  amount 
and  obligation  of  bond,  names  of  principal  and  sureties,  and  dates  of 
approval  and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
10  X  4-|  X  15,   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

110.  (TOM  COLLECTORS'  BONDS),  1882-1917,   1  f.b. 

Township  collectors'  bonds  showing  names  of  principal  and  sureties,  amo-unt, 

conditions,  and  terms  of  bond,  and  dates  of  approval  and  filing.   Arr.  by 

date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  6-|-  x  24.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt. ,  bsmt. 

111.  MISCELLANEOUS  BOND  RECORD,  1930--.   1  v.  (6). 

Copies  of  miscellaneous  bonds,  including  bonds  of  police  magistrates,  show- 
ing names  of  sureties  and  principal,  amount  and  conditions  of  bond,  and 
dates  of  bond  and  filing.   Also  contains  Record  of  Justice  and  Constable 
Bonds,  entry  112;  Highway  Treasurer's  Bond  Record,  entry  113;  and  Asses- 
sors' Bond  Record,  entry  114.   Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  principal.   1930-31,  typed  on  pr.  fm. ;  1932 — ,  photostat.   394  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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County  Clerk  -  Oaths  of  County  (112-11?) 

Officers;  Civil  Service  Rules 

112.  RECORD  OF  JUSTIC3  AMD  COHSTjiBLS  BOOTS,  1881-1929.   3  v.  (A,  A,  B). 
Title  varies:  Record  of  Justice's  Bond;  Record  of  Constable's 
Bond.   1930 —  in  Miscellaneous  Bond  Record,  entry  111. 

Copies  of  "bonds  of  justices  and  constables,  showing  names  of  principal, 
sureties,  and  township,  and  date,  araouiit,  and  conditions  of  hond.  Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  official.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
690  p.  19  X  12  X  2|.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

113.  HIGHWAY  TREASUPilR'S  BOND  RECORD,  1914-29.   1  v.   1930—  in 
Miscellaneous  Bond  Record,  entry  111. 

Copies  of  bonds  of  treasurers  of  road  and  bridge  funds  of  several  town- 
ships, showing  date,  amount,  and  conditions  of  bond,  names  of  principal 
and  sureties,  and  dates  of  approval  and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  twp.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   293  p.  13^  x  10  x  I3. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

114.  ASSESSORS'  BOND  RECORD,  1899-1929.   1  v.   1930—  in  Miscellane- 
ous Bond  Record,  entry  111. 

Copies  of  township  assessors'  bonds,  showing  names  of  principal  and  sure- 
ties, date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  and  dates  of  filing  and  ap- 
proval.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  twp.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   316  p.  18^  x  12  x  1^.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

115.  RECORD  OF  SURETY  COMPA[«ES,  1903-9.   1  v. 

Record  of  surety  companies  bonding  coumty  officials,  showing  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  local  representatives,  dates  of  power  of  attorney,  expiration, 
and  revocation  da,te  of  power,  and  dates  of  renewals  of  powers  of  a.ttorney. 
Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   100  p.  19  x  14  x  ^. 
Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


Oaths  of  County  Officers 
(See  also  entry  124[vij) 

116.  (DEPUTY  OATHS),  1884—.   2  f.b.  (1107,  1108). 

Oaths  of  deputy  and  special  deputy  sheriffs,  showing  name  of  officer,  and 
dates  of  approval  and  filing  for  record.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4-|-  x  15.   Co.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Civil  Service  Rules 

117.  RULES  AMD  REGULATIONS  ILLINOIS  STATE  CIVIL  SERVICE  COMJvlISSION, 
1914-22.   1  V. 

Rules  and  regulations  of  civil  service  commission,  showing  najne  and  da.te 
of  excjnination,  ra.tings,  appointments,  regulations,  a,nd  r\iles  required  for 
service.   Arr.  by  date  of  examination.   No  index.   1914-20,  hdw.;  1921-22, 
printed.  Binding  poor.   100  p.  8^  x  14  x  2.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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County  Clerk  -  Fees,  Receipts,  (118-124) 

Expenditures;  Miscellaneous  Papers 


Fees,  Receipts  and  Expenditures 

118.  COUITTY  CLERK'S  REGISTER  OF  FEES,  1888—.   7  v. 

Register  of  fees  received  by  county  clerk,  showing  names  of  payer  and 
payee,  purpose,  and  amount  and  date  of  payment.  Also  contains  Cash  Book 
ajid  Fee  Register,  entry  294,  Arr,  by  date  of  transaction,  No  index, 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  14  x  13  x  l|.   5  v.,  1888-1928,  co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  bsrat,;  2  v,,  1929--,  co.  elk,  '  s  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 

119.  CASH,  1897—.   6  v. 

Daily  account  book  of  county  funds,  sho^ving  dates  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, and  cash  balance  in  each  fund.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction. 
No  index.   Hdw,   400  p.  14  x  1(>|  x  2^.   1  v, ,  1897-1903,  2  v.,  1923—, 
CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl.;  3  v.,  1904-22,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

120.  luONTKLY  REPORT  CARD  TO  COUITTY  CLEPJC,  1922—.   2  f  .b.  (45,  1  not 
numbered). 

Registrars'  monthly  reports  to  county  clerk,  showing  number  of  births, 
stillbirths,  and  deaths,  registration  district  number,  date  of  report, 
and  name  and  address  of  local  registrar.  Arr,  by  date  of  report,  No  in- 
dex.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   5-|  x  10  x  24.   F.b.  45,  1922-34,  co .  clk.'s  fvlt,, 
bsmt.;  1  f.b,  not  numbered,  1935 — ,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

121.  COUNTY  CLERK'S  ACCOUNT  miE   PHYSICIAiTS  AND  HEALTH  OFFICERS, 
1902-15.   2  V.  (1,  2). 

Register  of  payments  to  physicians  for  reports  of  births  and  deaths, 
sho'ving  name  of  physician,  number  of  births  and  deaths,  and  date  and 
amount  of  pajTnent.  Arr.  by  date  of  paj/ment.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
physician.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  15  x  11  x  2.   V.  1,  1902-10, 
CO.  clk.'s  Vlt,,  bsmt.;  v.  2,  1911-15,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

122.  LEDGER,  1850-74.   1  v. 

Account  record  of  county  clerk,  showing  names  of  clients,  amounts  and 
dates  of  fees  charged  and  collected,  and  itemized  daily  cash  transac- 
tions, Arr,  by  date  of  transaction.  No  index.   Hdw.   150  p,  14  x-10-|- 
X  2-^-,   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

123.  PAY  ROLLS,  1904—.   4  f.b.  (1094,  64,  47,  1  not  numbered). 
Pay  rolls  of  county  officers,  showing  name  and  title  of  office,  names 
and  amounts  of  salaries  of  employees,  date,  and  signature  of  officer. 
Arr.  by  date  of  pay  roll.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  tyiped.   10  x  5  x  15. 
F.b.  1094,  1904-14,  1  not  n^ombered,  1936—,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl.; 
f.b,  64,  47,  1915-35,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


Miscellaneous  Papers 

124.   (COL'NT'Y  CLERK'S  MISCELLAI^OUS  FILES),  1833--.   4  f.b.  (l  not 
numbered,  1064,  1056,  1070). 
County  clerk's  file  of  miscellaneous  papers,  containing: 

i.  Abstracts  of  title  to  county  property,  showing  legal  de-. 
scription  of  property,  consideration,  names  of  grantor 


Recorder  (Next  entry  125,  p.  123) 


and  grantee,  and  date  of  recording. 
ii.   Civil  T/ai-  rrdlitia  rolls,  shovving  name,  age,  address,  and 
nativity  of  soldier,  and  date  of  enlistment. 
iii.   Dedications  of  property  for  roads,  showing  nane  of  grantor, 
number  of  acres,  legal  description  of  land,  signatures 
of  witnesses,  and  aclaiowledgment. 
iv.   Documents  in  "bastardy  cases,  including  vjarrants  for  arrest, 
bonds,  subpoenas,  motions,  and  orders  and  decrees  of  court. 
V.   Election  certificates,  showing  date  of  election,  name  of 

officer,  term  of  office,  acknov/ledgment,  and  date  of  filing, 
vi.   Oaths  of  officers,  showing  names  of  officer  and  office,  date 
of  election,  terra  of  office,  and  date  of  filing, 
vii.   Sheriff's  reports  of  jail  expenditures,  showing  date  of  re- 
port, names  of  sheriff  and  prisoners,  da^^'s  of  incarceration, 
number  of  meals  served,  and  total  amount  of  expenditures, 
viii.   Supervisors'  allotment  of  Civil  War  funds,  showing  date  and 
amount  of  allotment  and  signatures  of  supervisors. 
ix.   Widows'  selections  and  relinquishments,  showing  names  of 

widow,  estate,  and  appraiser,  list  of  items  selected,  relin- 
quished, and  allowed,  appraised  value,  and  statement  of  ap- 
praiser. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Nature  of  recording  varies.   10  x  62 
X  24  -  10  X  4|-  X  15.   1  f.b.  not  numbered,  1833-95,  co .  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsrat. 
f.b.  1064,  1066,  1070,  1876—,  co .  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


III.  RJECORDER 

The  recorder  of  Rock  Island  County  was  originally  appointed  by  the 
Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.!  In  1833,  the  year 
in  which  Rock  Island  County  was  organized,  the  amount  of  his  bond  was 
$500.2  The  office  became  elective  in  1835,  for  a  four-year  term,  and 
a  bond  was  to  be  approved  by  the  coiuity  comLiissioners '  court. 3  A  two- 
year  terra  became  effective  in  1847.'^  With  the  adoption  of  the  second 
constitution  the  office  of  recorder  was  abolished,  the  duties  of  that 
office  being  delegated  to  the  circuit  court  clerk  in  an  ex-officio  capac- 
ity.^ The  present  constitution  reestablished  the  office  of  recorder 
in  counties  having  a  population  of  sixty  thousand  or  more  but  continued 


1.  R.L.1829,  p.  117. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  L.1335,  p.  166. 

4.  L.1845,  p.  28.   Effective  in  1847. 

5.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  64. 
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the  provision  of  the  prior  constitution  for  other  counties.   The  popu- 
lation of  Rock  Island  County  reached  the  miniiiium  set  by  the  constitution 
in  1910,  and  accordingly,  a  recorder  vrzis   elected  in  1912.^   The  amount 
of  the  recorder's  bond  vibls   set  at  ^^5,000  in  1872,  and  the  county  judge 
vra.s  to  give  approval.   This  araount  was  raised  in  1874  to  ^?20,000  for 
counties  having  the  population  of  Roc]:  Island,  A  copy  of  the  bond  is 
entered  upon  tlie  records  of  the  county  courto^ 

Assistants  and  deputies  are  appointed  by  the  recorder  in  a  number 
as  detoriiiined  by  rule  cf  the  circuit  court  and  as  entered  upon  the  court 
record. 5   The  compensation  of  the  assistants  and  deputies  is  sot  by  the 
county  board, ^  Written  oaths  of  deputies  aro  filed  vri.th  the  Secretary 
of  State, "^ 

In  accordance  vidth  the  duty  of  the  recorder  to  record  at  length  all 
written  instruments,  the  following  records  are  required  to  bo  kept-: 

1,  An  entry  book  in  vrhich  data  relating  to  date  and 
order  of  receipt  of  instrvjncnts  to  be  recorded  or 
filed,  and  the  names  of  parties  and  location  of 
property,  with  a  brief  description  of  the  premises, 
are  entered.  Each  of  such  instruments  is  nurabered 
by  the  recorder  with  the  corresponding  num.ber  of 
the  entry.  The  entry  book  servos  as  a  table  cf 
contents,  with  descriptive  memoranda,  for  all  in- 
struments recorded  at  length  or  filed  in  the  re- 
corder's office, 

2,  Well-bound  books  for  recording  at  length  any  in- 
strument in  vrriting  entitled  to  be  recorded,  in 
the  order  of  time  of  its  reception.   Separate 
books  are  allc-ved  to  be  kept  for  tlie  recording 
of  different  classes  of  instruments  and  two  dis- 
tinct series  of  document  numbers  may  be  used  in 
recording  documents  received  for  recordation. 
One  series  preceded  by  the  letter  "B"  is  for  the 
recordation  of  bills  of  sales  of  personal  prop- 
erty, chattel  mortgages,  releases,  extensions,  and 
assigrancnts  thereof.   The  other  scries  of  document 
numbers  is  for  all  other  instruments  received  for 
recordation. 


1,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8;  R.S_.1874,  p,  833, 

2,  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  States:  19Z6',  shows  population  of 
Rock  Island,  70,404  in  1910,  92,297  in  1520,  and  98,191  in  1930, 
Po_pulation  Bulletin,  p,  9, 

3  ,  ^.  18J2r  ''"£>'  ?'•"  S^o"," 

4,  iL-S._1874,  p,  833. 

5,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  X,  sec.  9;  K.S.I 874,  p,  833, 

6,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  9. 

7,  R.S.1874,  p,  835, 
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3.  Grantor  and  grantee  indexes.   In  the  grantor  index 

are  listed  the  names  of  the  grantors  in  alphabetical 
order  and  the  names  of  the  grantees.   The  grantee  in- 
dex shows  the  mncs   of  the  f.Tantees  in  alphabetical 
order  and  the  names  of  the  grantors.   Each  index  also 
shows  the  da.te  of  the  instrument,  tine  of  receipt, 
kind  of  instrument,  consideration,  hook  and  page  of 
recordation,  or  the  number  under  which  it  is  filed, 
and  a  brief  description  of  the  premises. 

4.  Indexes  to  each  book  of  record  in  which  are  entered 
in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  each  grantor  and 
grantee  and  page  on  which  the  instrument  is  recorded. 
This  series  indexes  instruments  such  as  powers  of  at- 
torney, chattel  mortgages,  and  those  recorded  by  cor- 
porations. 

5.  An  index  to  recorded  maps  and  plats,  based  on  location 
of  property,  sometimes  arranged  by  section,  township, 
and  range. 

6.  An  abstract  book,  in  effect  indexing  records  by  show- 
ing for  each  tract  every  conveyance  or  incumbrance 
recorded,  its  execution  and  filing  date,  and  the  book 
and  page  of  its  recordation.   Scries  optional  with 
county  board. 

7.  A  separate  book  to  record  certificates  of  honorable  dis- 
charge from  military,  aviation,  and  naval  service.! 

The  recorder,  in  recording  at  length  pjxy   instrument  in  writing,  is 
permitted  to  m.ake  a  handwritten  or  typewritten  transcription,  a  photo- 
graphic or  photostatic  reproduction,  or  tise  a  combination  of  these 
methods. 2  In  addition  to  the  instruments  received  for  recordation,  the 
recorder  is  required,  upon  receipt,  to  file  any  mortgage,  trust  deed, 
or  conveyance  of  personal  property  having  the  effect  of  a  mortgage  or 
lien  upon  such  property  which  is  endorsed  with  the  words,  "This  instru- 
ment to  be  filed,  but  not  recorded."   The  recorder  marks  such  instruments 
"filed"  and  enters  the  time  of  their  receipt  and  files  them  in  his  office. 


1.  L.1819,  p.  8,20,21;  R.L.1828,  p.  115,117;  L.1847,  p.  69;  L.1853,  p. 
254;  L.1867,  p.  143;  L.1869,  p.  2;  1.1871-72.,  p.  645,646;  L.1873, 

p.  144;  R.S.1874,  p.  834-46;  L.1917,  p.  652;  L.1925,  p.  521;  L.1933- 
34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  214. 

2.  L. 1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  214. 

3.  L.1925,  p.  521;  L.1929,  p.  592-94. 
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Instruments  Recorded 


Entry  Books 

125.  ENTRY  BOOK,  1835—.   46  v.  (l  not  labeled,  1835-57;  4  not 
labeled,  A-Z,  27-41,  1837--).  Hissing:  1858-63. 

Entry  book  of  recorded  instruments,  showing' names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
entry  and  instrument  numbers,  consideration,  dates  of  instrument  and 
entry,  kind  of  instrument,  and  location  and  description  of  property* 
Also  contains  Chattel  Mortgage  Entry  Book,  1835-1919,  entry  126.  Arr. 
by  date  cf  entry.   1835-80,  no  index;  1881 — ,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
grantor.   1835-57,  hdw.;  1864 — ,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  -  600  pe 
11-|  X  11  X  1^-  -  18|-  X  12^-  X  3.  1  V,  not  labeled,  v.  A-Z,  27-41,  1837-40, 
1864—,  rec.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl.;  1  v,  not  labeled,  1835-57,  3  v,  not  labeled, 
1841-57,  cir,  clke's  rlt.,  bsmt, 

126.  CI-L1TTEL  MORTGAGE  ENTRY  BOOK,  1920—.  6  v.  (1-6).   1835-1919  in 
Entry  Book,  entry  125, 

Entry  book  of  chattel  mortgages,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
kind  of  instrviment,  consideration,  date  of  entry,  name  of  person  receiving 
instrument  subsequent  to  recording,  and  amount  of  fee,  Arr,  by  date  of 
entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  grantor  and  grantee.  Hdw.  lender  pr. 
hdgs.   590  p.  18  X  12  X  2-g-.   Rec.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

127.  ENTRIES  OF  CONVEYANCES,  1871-72.   1  v. 

Record  of  entries  of  conTeyances  of  tovm  lots  in  additions  to  tovms, 
showing  kind  of  instrument,  legal  description  of  land,  names  of  grantor 
and  grantee,  and  dates  of  entry  and  conveyance.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  addition.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.  450  p. 
18  X  12^  X  2,   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


Instruments  Recorded 


General 


128.  GRjU^I TOR-GRANTEE  GSl'TERAL  INDEX,    1835—.      107  v.    (A,   A-Z,    Z,   1-25, 
1,   grantor;  A-Z,   1,    1-26,   grantee). 

Index  to  Deed  Records,  entry  150;  Trust  Deed  Record,  entry  131;  Release 
of  Trust  Deed,  entry  132;  Quitclaim  Deeds,  entry  133;  Vifarranty  Deeds, 
entry  134;  Mortgage  Record,  entry  136;  Release  of  Mortgage,  entry  138; 
Assignment  Mortgages,  entry  139;  School  Mortgages,  entry  140;  Sale 
Mortgages,  entry  141;  and  Railroad  Mortgages,  entry  142,  showing  names  of 
grantor  and  grantee,  consideration,  rate  of  interest,  date  of  maturity, 
and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph,  by  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs.  250  -  550  p.  18  x  12  x  2  -  9^  x  19  x  2-|-.   Rec.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

129,  (MISCELLANEOUS  UNCALLED  FOR  INSTRLIIENTS ) ,  1844—,   122  f.b, 
Instrijments  left  for  recording  and  uncalled  for,  including  warranty 
deeds,  administrators'  deeds,  deeds  of  vacation,  letters  of  adminis- 
tration, release  of  mortgages,  chattel  mortgages,  and  certified  copies 
of  deeds,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 

4-i- X  5  X  £^|-.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


-  129  - 
Recorder  -  Instruments  (130-134) 

Recorded 

Deeds 

130.  DEED  RZCORHS,  1835—.   283  v.  (A-Z,  27-47,  50-62,  64-79,  81-93, 
95-103,  105-122,  124^146,  148-205,  209-216,  218-295). 

Copies  of  all  instruments  not  segregated  by  type,  shovdng  dates  of  in- 
strument and  recording,  names  and  addresses  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
legal  description  and  location  of  property,  amount  of  consideration, 
date  and  nature  of  instrument,  and  document  number.   Also  contains 
Trust  Deed  Record,  1835-37,  entry  131;  Release  of  Trust  Deed,  1835-37, 
entry  132;  Qaitclaim  Deeds,  1835-91,  1924 — ,  entry  133;  Warranty  Deeds, 
1835-68,  1889--,  entry  134;  Mortgage  Record,  1835-37,  entry  136;  Re- 
lease of  Mortgage,  1835-37,  entry,  138;  Assignment  Mortgages,  1835-37, 
entry  139;  School  Mortgages,  1835-37,  entrj--  140;  Sale  Mortgages,  1835-37, 
entry  141;  Railroad  J'ortgages,  1835-37,  entry  142;  Chattel  Mortgages 
Record,  1835-37,  entry  143;  Certificate  of  Master's  Sales,  1928 — ,  entry 
146;  and  Redemption  from  Sheriff's  Sales,  1913 — ,  entry  148.  Arr.  by  date 
of  recording.  For  index,  see  entry  128.   1835-1909,  hdw.;  1910-31,  typed 
on  pr.  fra.;  1932 — ,  photostated.   570  p.  18^  x  12^^  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd 
fl. 

131.  TRUST  DEED  PJ; CORD,  1908-22.  3  v.  (104,  123,  145).  1835-37  in 
Deed  Records,  entry  130;  1838-1907,  1923 —  in  Mortgage  Record, 
entry  136. 

Copies  of  trust  deeds  given  as  additional  seciirity  on  payment  of  promissory 
notes,  shoT/ing  names  of  grajitee  and  grantor,  amount  of  notes,  rate  of  in- 
terest, dates  of  instrument  and  recording,  and  conditions  in  case  of  de- 
fault.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   For  index,  see  entry  138.   190S-13, 
hdw.;  1914-22,  t:,-ped  on  pr.  fm.   638  p.  18  x  12t  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

132.  RELEASE  OF  'TRUST  DEED,  1917—.   2  v.  (147,  217).   1835-37  in 
Deed  Records,  entry  130;  1838-1916  in  Mortgage  Record,  entr;-  135. 

Copies  of  releases  of  trust  deeds,  sho'Ting  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
date  and  entry  number  of  release,  legal  description  of  propertj'-,  considera- 
tion, and  dates  of  release  an.d  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
For  index,  see  entr^^  128.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  12|  x  3.  Rec.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

133.  QUITCLAIM  DEEDS,  1892-1923.   4  v.  (94,  206-208).   1835-91, 
1924 —  in  Deed  Records,  entry  130. 

Copies  of  quitclaim  deeds,  showing  date  of  recording,  names  and  addresses 
of  grantor  and  grantee,  legal  description  and  location  of  property,  amount 
and  kind  of  consideration,  dates  of  deed  and  acknowledgment,  and  document 
number.   Arr,  by  date  of  recording.   For  index,  see  entry  128.   1892-94, 
hdw.;  1895-1923,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   570  p.  18-2-  x  12i-  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

134.  WARRAITTY  DEEDS,  1369-88.   4  v.  (48,  49,  63,  80)  .   1835-68,  1889— 
in  Deed  Records,  entry  130. 

Copies  of  warranty  deeds,  showing  date  of  recording,  names  and  addresses 
of  grantor  and  grantee,  description  and  location  of  property,  amoiiat  of 
consideration,  dates  of  deed  and  acknowle:3^ment,  and  document  number.  Arr. 
by  date  of  recording.  For  index,  see  entry  128.  Hdw.   570  p.  16^-  x   12^  x 
3.   Rec. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 


-  130  - 
Recorder  -  Instnjments  (135-139) 

Recorded 


135.  SHERIFF'S  TAX  D3EDS,  1862-75.   1  v. 

Copies  of  sheriff's  tax  deeds,  with  confirming  certificate  of  clerk  of 
county  court,  showing  date,  legal  description  of  property,  court  order, 
amoiint  of  consideration,  and  dates  of  deed  and  recording.   Arr.  "by  date 
of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  hy  na'ie  of  grajitee.   Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   480  p. 
12-1  X  18-1  X  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Mortgages  -  Real  Property 

136.  MORTGAGE  PJTCOED,  1838--.   246  v.  (A-H,  J-T,  V-Z,  27-48,  50-55, 
57-89,  91-103,  105-120,  122,  124-132,  134,  137-141,  144,  145, 
148-150,  153-216,  219-265).   1835-37  in  Deed  Records,  entry  130. 

Copies  of  mortgages,  including  marginal  releases,  showing  names  ajid  ad- 
dresses of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  date  of  mortgage,  legal  description 
of  property,  consideration,  rate  of  interest,  stipulation  as  to  payments, 
and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.  Also  contains  Trust  Deed  Record, 
1838-1907,  1923--,  entry  131;  Release  of  Trust  Deed,  1838-1916,  entry  132; 
Release  of  Mortgage,  1838-91,  entry  138;  Assignment  Mortgages,  1838-89, 
1928 — ,  entry  139;  School  Mortgages,  1838-56,  1917—,  entry  140;  Sale 
Mortgr^es,  1838-72,  18S6— ,  entry  141;  Railroad  Mortgages,  1838-57,  1864~, 
entry  142;  and  Chattel  Mortgages  Record,  1838-57,  entry  143.  Arr.  by  date 
of  recording.  For  index,  see  entry  128;  for  sep.  index  to  marginal  re- 
leases, 1905—,  see  entry  137.  1838-1900,  hdw. ;  1901-30,  typed  on  pr. 
fm.  ;  1931—,  photostated.   600  p.  18  x  12^  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

137.  INDEX  TO  l»iAEGINAL  RELEASE,  1905—.   1  v.  (l). 

Index  to  marginal  releases  as  recorded  in  Mortgage  Record,  entry  136, 
showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  date  of  release,  "book  and  page 
of  mortgage  record,  and  type  of  mortgage.  Arr.  alph.  "by  name  of  grantor. 
Edw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

138.  RELEASE  OF  MORTGAGE,  1892—.   9  v.  (56,  121,  133,  135,  142, 
143,  151,  152,  216).   1835-37  in  Deed  Records,  entry  130; 
1858-91  in  Mortgage  Record,  entry  136. 

Copies  of  mortgage  releases,  showing  document  number,  names  of  mortgagor 
and  mortgagee,  book  and  page  of  mortgage  record,  dates  of  filing,  record- 
ing, releases,  and  acknowledgment,  and  signatures  of  mortgagor  and  notary. 
Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   For  index,  see  entry  128.   1892-1915,  hdw,  on 
pr.  fm.;  1916-33,  typed  on  pr.  fra.  ;  1934—,  photostated.   570  p. 
18  X  12|  X  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

139.  ASSIGNIffiHT  MORTGAGES,  1890-1927.   3  v.  (49,  90,  136).   1835-37 
in  Deed  Records,  entry  130;  1838-89,  1928 —  in  Mortgage  Record, 
entry  136. 

Copies  of  assignments  of  mortgages,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
legal  description  of  property  covered  by  assigned  mortgage,  consideration, 
rate  of  interest,  assignment  conveying  title  to  note,  unpaid  balance,  and 
date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  For  index,  see  entry  128, 
1890-1905,  hdw.;  1906-27,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   530  p.  18  x  12^  x  3,   Rec.'s 
vlt,,  2nd  fl. 


-  131  - 

Recorder  -  Instruments  (140-144) 

Recorded 


140.  SCHOOL  MORTGAGES,  1857-1916.   1  v.   1835-37  in  Deed  Records, 
entry  150;  1838-56,  1917 —  in  Mortgage  Record,  entry  136. 

Copies  of  mortgages  given  as  security  for  loans  from  board  of  education, 
showing  name  of  mortgagee,  legal  description  and  location  of  property, 
consideration,  rate  of  interest,  dates  of  mortgage  and  recording,  and 
signatures  of  members  of  board  of  trustees.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
For  index,  see  entry  128.   Hdvj.  on  pr.  fm.   464  p.  18  x  12-|  x  3,  Rec.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

141.  SALS  MORTGAGES,  1873-85.   1  v.   1835-37  in  Deed  Records,  entry 
130;  1838-72,  1886 —  in  Mortgage  Record,  entry  136. 

Copies  of  mortgages  given  to  secure  payment  on  promissory  notes  with 
stipulation  that  premises  may  be  sold  upon  default,  showing  names  of 
grantor  and  grantee,  date  and  amount  of  note,  names  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  rate  of  interest,  legal  description  of  property,  and  dates 
of  mortgage  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  For  index,  see 
entry  128.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   639  p.  18  x  12^  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

142.  RAILROAD  MORTGAGES,  1858-63.   1  v.   1835-37  in  Deed  Records, 
entry  130;  1838-57,  1864 —  in  Mortgage  Record,  entry  136, 

Copies  of  railroad  mortgages,  shewing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
legal  description  of  property,  consideration,  stiuplations  as  to  pay- 
ment, rate  of  interest,  and  dates  of  mortgage  and  recording.  Arr.  by 
date  of  recording.   For  index,  see  entry  128.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   316  p. 
18  X  12|  X  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Mortgages  -  Chattel 

143.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES  RECORD,  1858—.   119  v.  (l-13,  15-120). 
1835-37  in  Deed  Records,  entry  130;  1838-57  in  Mortgage 
Record,  entry  136. 

Copies  of  chattel  mortgages,  showing  date  of  mortgage,  names  of  mortgagee 
and  mortgagor,  consideration,  description  of  goods  and  chattels,  rate 
of  interest,  date  payable,  provisions  for  payment,  acknowledgment  before 
notary,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagee.   1858-1907,  hdw.;  1908-32,  typed 
on  pr.  fm.;  1933—,  photostated.   640  p.  18-g  x  12^  x  3.   V.  1-13,  15-51, 
1858-1921,  cir.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  52-120,  1922—,  rec.'s  off., 
2nd  fl, 

Cert^ificates  of  Levy  (See 
also  entries  163,  358) 

144.  SHERIFF'S  CERTIFICATE  OF  LEVY,  1844—.   2  v.  (l  not  lettered,  L) . 
Title  varies:  Attachments  and  Executions. 

Copies  of  sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  showing  names  of  defendant, 
plaintiff,  and  attorney,  dates  of  writ,  return,  judgment,  and  recording, 
purpose  of  levy,  amount  of  dajnage,  and  description  of  property  on  viiich 
levj-  is  made.   Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18^  x  12^   x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


-  132  - 
Recorder  -  Instrunents  (145-150) 

Recorded 


145.  CERTIFICATE  OF  SHERIFF'S  SALE,  1857 2  v.  (l,  2). 

Copies  of  sheriff's  certificates  of  sales,  with  fee  bill  to  sheriff  from 
clerk  of  court,  showing  description  of  property,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  sheriff,  amounts  of  judgment  and  sale,  and  dates  of  sale, 
filing,  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   395  p.  18  x  12|  x  2|.  Rec.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

146.  CERTIFICATE  OF  MASTER'S  SALES,  1865-1927.   3  v.  (3,  1865-1920; 
4,  5,  1884-1927).   1928 —  in  Deed  Records,  entry  130. 

Copies  of  master's  certificates  of  sales,  showing  legal  description  of 
property,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  master,  reason  for  sale, 
amounts  of  judgment  and  sale,  type  of  action,  and  dates  of  sale,  fil- 
ing, and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  defendant.   1865-1904,  hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1905-27,  typed  on 
pr.  fm.  575  p.  I85  x  12^  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

147.  MSTER'S  CERTIFICATE  OF  REDEMPTION,  1865 — .   1  v.   Last  entry 
1933. 

Master's  certificates  of  redemption,  showing  names  of  original  owner, 
purchaser,  and  master,  legal  description  of  property,  amounts  of  re- 
demption and  sale,  aJid  dates  of  sale,  redemption,  and  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
479  p.  18i  X  12^  X  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

148.  REDEMPTION  FROM  SHERIFF'S  SALES,  1860-1912.   1  v.   1913—  in 
Deed  Records,  entry  130. 

Copies  of  certificates  of  redemption  from  sheriff  s  sales,  showing  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  sheriff,  legal  description  of  property, 
amount  due,  names  of  owner  and  purchaser,  amounts  of  sale  and  redemption, 
and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  400  p.  18|  x  12^  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Other  Instruments 

149.  (CARD  INDEX),  1865--.   3  f.b. 

Card  index  to  Miscellaneous  Certificates,  entry  150,  and  Notice  of  Tax 
Lien,  entry  153,  showing  name  and  address  of  certificate  holder,  filing 
date,  type  and  number  of  instrument,  and  record  book  and  page  of  entry. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  certificate  holder.  Typed  under  pr.  hdgs. 
5|  X  14^  X  16^.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

150.  MISCELLANEOUS  CERTIFICATES,  1865--.   17  v.  (1-17). 

Copies  of  certificates  of  various  companies,  corporations,  churches,  and 
societies,  showing  name  of  organization,  purpose  and  date  of  certificate, 
and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
organization;  for  sep.  index,  1866 — ,  see  entry  149.   1865-1901,  hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.;  1902-31,  typed;  1932 — ,  photostated.   592  p.  18^  x  12^  x  3. 
Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


-  133  - 
Recorder  -  Instruments  (151-158) 

I^ecorded 


151.  RECORD  OF  SUB- CONTRACTOR  (Liens),  1913—.  1  v.  (1). 

Copies  of  liens,  shordng  legal  description  of  property,  date,  and  amount 
of  lien,  date  of  recording,  and  nanies  of  property  owner  and  contractor, 
Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  property  ovmer. 
1913-31,  typed;  1932--,  photostated,   584  p.  18^  x  l2-g- x  2.  Rec.'s  vlt,, 
2nd  fl, 

152.  LIEN  ON  GETS,  1888.   1  v. 

Copies  of  liens  for  services  of  stallions  and  jacks,  showing  names  and 
addresses  of  owners  of  mare  and  stallion,  descriptions  of  m.are  and 
stallion,  amount  of  lien,  and  dates  of  service  and  recording,  Arr.  by 
date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  owner,  Hdv;,  on  pr,  fhi, 
320  p.  18  X  12  X  1-|,   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  bsrat, 

153.  NOTICE  OF  TAX  LIEN,  1934—,  1  f.b. 

Notice  of  tax  liens,  showing  name  and  address  of  taxpayer,  amoiint  due, 

description  of  property,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr,  by  date  of  filing. 
For  index,  see  entry  149.  Hdw.  on  pr.  ftn.  10  x  42"  x  13-g-,  Rec.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

154.  SOLDIERS'  AND  SAILORS*  DISCHARGE,  1865—.   7  v,  (A,  2-7). 
Copies  of  discharge  certificates  of  soldiers  and  sailors  participating 

in  wars  since  Civil  War,  showing  serial  ntmber,  name  of  soldier  or  sailor, 
rank,  organization,  reason  for  and  date  of  discharge,  date  and  place  of 
birth,  age  at  enlistment,  occupation,  physical  description,  signature  of 
commanding  officer,  service  record,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  For  index,  see  entry  155.   1865-1923,  hdw.;  1924-34,  typed; 
1935—,  photostated.   592  p.  18  x  15  x  5.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

155.  INDEX  TO  SOLDIERS'  AND  SAILOP-S'  DISCHARGE,  1865—.  2  v. 
Index  to  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Discharge,  entry  154,  showing  name  and 
age  of  soldier  or  sailor,  dates  of  enlistment  and  discharge,  and  book 
and  page  of  record,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  soldier  or  sailor,  Hdw,  on 
pr,  fm,  490  p.  18  x  15  x  5.  Rec,«s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

156.  REI^EEi.YALS  OF  STALLION  LICENSES,  1917-18.   1  v. 

Copies  of  stallion  license  renewals,  showing  date  of  filing,  pedigree, 
number,  color,  age,  and  grade  of  stallion,  name  of  owner,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recording,  Arr,  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  ovmer,  Hdw,  on  pr,  I'm,   596  p,  18^  x  12-|- x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

157.  APPLICATION  FOR  REGISTRATION  OF  FARIvI  MLiES,  1915—.   1  f.b. 
Applications  for  registration  of  farm  names,  shovdng  applicant's  name, 
legal  description  of  farm,  number  of  acres,  address,  name  of  farm,  and 
date  of  filing,  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hdw,  on  pr.  ftn, 
10  X  4^-  X  13^.   Rec.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 

158.  REGISTER  OF  FAR},!  NMES,  1915—.   1  v. 

Register  of  names  of  farms,  showing  names  of  oivner  and  farm,  nvinber  of 
acres,  production  per  acre,  valuation  of  property,  and  date  of  registra- 
tion. Arr.  by  date  of  registration.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  farm, 
Hdw,  on  pr.  fm,  296  p.  18^  x  12-|  x  2^,  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Instruments 

159.  CERTIFICATE  OF  TRANSFER  OF  BANK  STOCK,  1926—.  1  v.  (l). 
Register  of  stock  transfer  certificates,  showing  date  of  certificate, 
names  of  bank,  seller,  and  buyer,  number  of  shares,  amount,  class  of 
stock,  and  corporate  seal  of  bank,  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.   In- 
dexed alph,  by  name  of  bank,  1926-32,  hdw,  and  typed;  1933—,  photostated, 
600  p.  18-|  X  12^  X  3.  Rec.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

160.  BAIL  BOND  PJECORD,  1917-19.   1  v. 

Register  of  bail  bonds  posted  in  criminal  cases,  showing  names  of  princi- 
pal and  sureties,  and  purpose,  date,  and  amount  of  bond.  Arr.  by  date  of 
bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  principal.  Typed  under  pr,  hdgs.  196  p. 
12|-  X  18^  X  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

161.  SPECIAL  PARTNERSHIP  RECORD,  1886-89.  1  v. 

Copies  of  agreements  between  two  or  more  parties  with  legal  notices  of 
same,  showing  names  of  parties,  date  and  articles  of  agreement,  signa- 
tures of  contracting  parties,  and  date  of  recording.  Arr,  by  date  of 
recording.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  370  p.  15  x  9x2,   Co,  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Unrecorded  Instruments 

162.  CERTIFICATES  OF  SALE,  1835—.   8  f.b. 

Sheriff's  certificates  of  sale  and  levy,  and  master's  certificates  of 
purchase,  showing  dates  of  proceedings  and  filing,  nature  of  cause, 
docket  number,  affidavit  of  notice,  description  and  location  of  property, 
amount  of  judgment,  name  of  purchaser,  and  amount  and  date  of  sale.  Arr. 
by  date  of  sale.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  10  x  4-g- x  13-|-,   Rec.'s  vlt,, 
2nd  fl, 

163.  LIEN  ON  CHATTELS,  1921—.  1  f.b. 

Liens  on  chattels,  showing  date  of  filing,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
legal  description  of  property  or  goods,  amount  of  liens,  and  date  of 
payment.  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.   For  index,  see  entry  164.  Hdw.  on 
pr,  fm,  10  X  4-4- X  13|-.   Rec,'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

164.  INDEX  OF  LIENS  UPON  CHATTELS,  1921—.   1  v. 

Index  to  Lien  on  Chattels,  entry  163,  showing  names  of  defendant  and 
claimant,  description  of  property,  and  book  and  page  of  record,  Arr, 
alph,  by  name  of  oirmer  or  person  against  whom  filed,  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm, 
300  p.  18|-  X  12|-  X  2,  Rec.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

165.  FILED  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES,  1934—,  3  f.b,  1836-1933  in  Unrecorded 
Instriments,  entry  166, 

Chattel  mortgages  filed  but  not  recorded,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  date  of  instri^ment,  amount  of  mortgage,  mortgage  numbers, 
name  of  agent,  date  of  filing,  description  of  property  or  goods,  recorder's 
certificate,  and  entry  number,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.   No  index,  Hdw, 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  4  x  23,  Rec's  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 
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166,  TOIEECCRDED  INSTRUMENTS,  1836-1933,  1  f.b. 
Instruments  filed  but  not  recorded,  including  releases  of  chattel 
mortgages,  conditional  sales  contracts,  warranty  and  tax  deeds, 
transcripts  of  records,  and  appointments.  Also  contains  Filed 
Chattel  Mortgages,  entry  165,  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index, 
Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4^  x  13-|.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

167,  LM.STER«S  CERTIFICATES  OF  INDEBTEDNESS,  1918-31,   1  f.b. 
Master's  certificates  of  indebtedness,  shomng  date,  amount,  costs, 
name  of  parties,  amount  of  fee  charged  for  certificate,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filir-g.  No  index. 
Hdv;,  on  pr,  fm,  10  x  4i-  x  13-g-.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  flo 

168,  BAIL  BONDS  AND  SCHEDULES,  1917-19.  1  f.b. 

Original  bail  bonds  and  schedules  of  sureties'  property  posted  in  county 
snd  circuit  court  criminal  cases  and  filed  with  recorder,  sho-iving  names 
of  principal  and  sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  legal 
description  of  scheduled  property,  nature  of  case,  case  number,  and 
dates  of  appearance  in  court  and  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index,  Hdv;,  and  tj^ped  on  pr,  fm.  10  x  4|-  x  13-|-.   Rec.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

169,  (STOCK  TRANSFER  CERTIFICATES),  1891-1926,  2  f,b. 
Certificates  of  transfer  of  stock,  shov.lng  serial  number,  stock  issue, 
denomination,  name  of  corporation,  and  dates  of  issue  and  filing,  Arr, 
by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  4-5-  x  13-|.   Rec.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

170,  CORPORATION  PAPERS,  1857-87,  1  f,b. 

Incorporation  papers  including  articles  of  incorporation  and  certificates 
from  state  department,  showing  date  of  incorporation,  names  and  addresses 
of  officers,  name,  place,  and  purpose  of  incorporation,  and  date  of  filing, 
Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index,  Hdv;,  on  pr,  fm,   10  x  5  x  13.   Gir. 
clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl. 


Maps  and  Flats 

171.  PLAT  BOOKS,  1838".   23  v,  (1-23). 

Platg  of  public  and  private  surveys,  shovdng  title  of  plat,  boundaries 
of  surveyed  area,  legal  description  of  land,  courses  of  streets,  alleys, 
railroads,  rivers,  and  streams,  attestation  of  county  surveyor,  dates  of 
approval  and  recording,  and  name  and  title  of  approving  officer.   Dravm 
by  county  engineer  and  county  surveyor.  Arr.  by  tvrp.,  sec,,  and  range. 
For  index,  see  entry  172.  Hdw,  and  hand-drawn,   3/4  in,  to  90  ft. 
17  X  21-h  X   2-|,   Rec.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

172,  INDEX  TO  PLATS,  1838—,  1  v. 

Index  to  Plat  Books,  entry  171,  shov;ing  names  and  legal  description  of 
political  subdivisions,  population,  elevation  of  land,  and  book  and  page 
of  entry,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  plat.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fti,  300  p. 
18|- X  12t  X  3.  Rec.'s.  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Plats 


173.  COALMINES  (Plats),  1916  —  .  1  f.b. 

Original  plats  of  coal  mines  in  Rock  Island,  showing  location  and 
boundaries  of  district,  number  of  coal  mines,  population,  transportation 
facilities,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index. 
Blueprint.  10  x  4>:  x  13-|-,  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

174,  RIGHT-OF-WAY  PL/iTS,  1932.   78  plats. 

Plats  of  right-of-way  dedications  to  lands  in  Rock  Island  Countj''  with 
conveyance  to  the  State  of  Illinois  for  public  highv;ays.   Drawn  by 
Department  of  Public  Yforks  and  Buildings,  State  Highway  Division, 
Springfield,  Illinois.   Blueprint.   9-|- x  15.   Rec.'s  off,,  2nd  fl, 

175.  CITY  OF  EAST  MOLINE,  ILLINOIS,  1929.  1  map. 

Ward  map  of  East  Moline,  Illinois,  shomng  names  of  streets,  and  numbers 
and  boundaries  of  lots,  blocks,  and  wards.   Dra-'wi  by  R,  H,  Benell.  Hand- 
drawn  and  colored,  1  in.  to  200  ft,  4  ft,  x  5  ft,  7  in.   Rec.'s  vlt,, 
2nd  fl, 

176,  CITY  OF  ROCK  ISLAI^ID,  ILLINOIS,  1927,  1  map. 

Map  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  showing  boundaries  of  tovm  and  lots,  names 
of  streets,  locations  of  alleys,  and  lot  and  block  numbers,  Drarni  by 
county  high\A;ay  engineer,  Hand-dravm  and  colored.  1  in.  to  300  ft,   6  ft, 
x  6  ft,  5  in,  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

177,  CITY  OF  MOLBJE,  ILLINOIS,  192  7.  1  map. 

Map  of  Moline,  Illinois,  shov;ing  names  of  streets,  additions,  and  sub- 
divisions, lot  and  block  numbers,  dimensions  of  lots  and  blocks,  and 
location  of  parks,  cemeteries,  railroads,  and  principal  buildings, 
Dravm  by  R,  H.  Benell.  H3.nd-drawn  and  colored.   1  in.  to  300  ft,-  6  ft, 
x  6  ft.  11  in,  Rec's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

178,  SILVIS,  ILLINOIS,  1922.  1  map. 

Political  map  of  tovm  of  Silvis,  Illinois,  shov/ing  boundaries  of  tovm, 
lots,  and  blocks,  lot  and  block  numbers,  and  naiaes  and  locations  of 
streets,   Dravm  by  county  highway  engineer.  Rock  Island,  Illinois. 
Hand-drawn  and  colored.   4  ft.  x  3  ft,  Rec.'s  off,,  2nd  fl, 

179.  GOVERiniAENT  SURVEY,  1867.  1  v. 

Plats  of  governmental  survey  of  Rock  Island  County,  showing  interior  and 
exterior  corners,  sections,  and  quarter  sections,  description  of  corners, 
corner  witness  trees,  objects  on  lines,  and  certificate  of  United  States 
Land  Office.  Arr,  by  sec.  no.  No  index.  Hdvif.  and  hand-drawn,   40  p. 
17  X  21^-  X  2.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

180.  ROCK  ISLAl-ID  COUNTY,  no  date.  1  map. 

Map  of  political  divisions  of  Rock  Island  County,  showing  tovmship, 
section,  and  range  nimbers,  and  locations  of  cities,  villages,  towns, 
rivers,  railroads,  and  highways.  Peoria,  Illinois:  W,  A.  Hov;at  and 
Son,  publisher.   Printed.   4  ft.  x  3  ft.  4  in.   Rec.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 
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(181) 


Fees 


181.   CASH  BOOK,  1904—.   36  v. 
Daily  record  of  fees  earned  for  recording  instrxunents,  showing  date, 
kind  of  instrument,  recording  number,  and  amount  of  fee.   Arr.  "by  date 
of  transaction.  No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  Mgs.   300  p.,  9  x  7-|  x  1  - 
10  X  13  X  1.   34  v.,  1904-32,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  tsmt.;  2  v.,  1933—, 
rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


IV.   COUNTY  COURT 


The  county  court  serves  as  the  judicial  branch  of  county  government. 
This  court  is  administered  by  the  county  judge  mho  is  elected  for  a  four- 
year  term  by  the  county  electorate.   Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,  the  county  judge  is  required  to  take  and  subscribe  to  an  oath 
which  he  files  with  the  Secretary  of  State.   The  compensation  of  the  Rock 
Island  county  judge  was  originally  set  at  $2.50  per  diem  for  holding 
cQurt,  which  s?as  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  county  treasury. ^  Today,  the 
judge  in  this  county  receives  $5,000  per  anmon.^  The  court  hears  and  de- 
termines matters  in  which  it  has  original  or  concurrent  jurisdiction,  in- 
cluding appeals  from  the  justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates. 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  Rock  Island  County,  the  powers  of 
the  judiciary  in  all  counties  were  administered  only  by  the  justices  of  the 
peace, 4  the  probate  judge, ^  and  the  circuit  court. ^  Later,  a  civil  and 
criminal  court  with  jurisdiction  coextensive  with  the  county  lines  was 
established  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1848  and  legisla- 
tion of  1849.'^  The  court  created  was  the  county  court.   This  unit  of 
county  government  was  established  with  a  partial  reversion  to  the  dual 
function,  administrative  and  judicial,  of  the  local  judiciary  in  Illinois 
under  the  Territorial  Laws  prior  to  1818.   The  court  was  different  from 
the  territorial  courts  in  that  its  composition  varied  for  each  of  the  two 
functions.   The  judicial  court  was  administered  by  the  county  judge,  who 
vras  elected  by  the  county  electorate  and  commissioned  .by  the  Governor. ° 


1.  L.1849,  p.  62,63. 

2.  L.1933,  p.  616. 

3.  L.1881,  p.  70. 

4.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art. 

5.  L.1821,  p.  119. 

6.  L.1819,  p.  380. 

7.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art. 

8.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art. 
p.  339;  L.1933,  p.  451. 


IV,  sec.  8;  L.1819, 


192. 


V,  sec.  1,  16;  L.1849,  id.  62. 

V,  sec.  17;  L.1849,  p.  62,66;  R.S.1874, 
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His  original  four-year  tenure  of  office  has  remained  effective  to  the 
present.  As  the  administrative  "body,  the  court  was  made  up  of  the 
county  judge  and  t-Tro  justices  of  the  peace. •'- 

Under  the  second  constitution  complete  separation  of  coxinty  business 
powers  from  the  judicial  could  be  had  with  the  acceptance  by  the  county 
electorate  of  an  independent  administrative  "bod^'-,  the  hoard  of  supervi- 
sors, established  under  township  organization."  This  plain  of  government 
was  not  selected  immediately,  and  Rock  Island  was  governed  by  the  dual 
county  court  until  1857  when  the  county  board  of  supervisors  became  suc- 
cessor to  the  coiinty  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  county  affairs  and 
business.  From  that  date  on,  the  county  court  has  served  only  as  a  ju- 
dicial court  in  Rock  Island  County. 

The  county  court  as  established  in  1849  was  vested  with  the  sace 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  the  justices  of  the  peace.  The  county 
judge  was  made  a  conservator  of  the  peace.  Ee  was  given  the  same  power 
and  authority  as  the  circuit  judge  in  preserving  order  in  the  court  and 
punishing  contempts  offered  the  court  while  in  session.*^  Suits  for  the 
sale  of  delinquent  lands  for  taxes  of  1848,  and  prior  years,  could  be 
brought  and  presented  in  either  the  circuit  or  county  court,  but  for 
taxes  of  subsequent  years,  the  county  court  was  given  exclusive  original 
jurisdiction.^  The  court  also  exercised  jurisdiction  equal  with  that  of 
the  circuit  court  over  naturalization.^ 

In  addition  to  its  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  the  court  was 
vested  with  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  in  probate  matters  which  wore 
vested  prior  to  this  date  in  the  court  of  the  probate  justice.  The  court 
was  given  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  hearing  and 
determining  applications  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  deceased  persons 
and  for  the  payment  of  debts  for  the  estate.^  In  1910,  when  Rock  Island 
established  a  separate  probate  court,  the  county  court  lost  this  juris- 
diction. "^ 

The  law  jurisdiction  of  the  county  court  in  Rock  Island  County  is  con- 
c\irrent  with  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  that  class  of  cases  wherein  the 
justices  of  the  peace  have  jurisdiction  v/here  the  value  of  the  amount  in 


1.  L.1849,  p.  65. 

2.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L.1849,  p.  192,202-4; 
L.1851.  p.  38,50-52. 

3.  L.1849.  p.  65. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  126. 

5.  2  U.S.S.  L.  155. 

6.  L.1849.  p.  65. 

7.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.1877,  p.  80;  L.1881.  p.  72. 
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controversy  does  not  exceed  $2,000,   in  all  cases  of  appeals  from  justices 
of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates,  and  in  all  criminal  offenses  and 
misdemeanors  where  the  punishment  is  not  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary 
or  death. ^  The  county  court  also  has  original  jurisdiction  in  matters 
relating  to  indigent  mothers, "^  and  jurisdiction  over  insane  persons  not 
charged  with  crime.'* 

The  county  and  circuit  courts  have  original  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
juvenile  offenders.   This  jurisdiction  is  over  matters  dealing  with  depend- 
ent, neglected,  and  delinquent  children.   The  authority  includes  provision 
for  the  treatment,  control,  maintenance,  adoption,  and  guardianship  of 
such  children.^ 

In  1899  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  "by  the  court  of  a 
juvenile  probp.tion  officer  to  serve  without  compensation  from  the  public 
treasury  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court.  ^  In  1907  rsi   pjnendment  to  this 
act  authorized  the  court  to  allow  compensation  to  such  officers  in  a  sum 
to  he  set  "by  the  county  board,  but  the  power  of  the  court  to  a.ppoint  pro- 
bation officers  to  serve  without  pay  was  in  no  way  abridged  by  this  legis- 
lation.''' An  amendment  of  1925  provided  that  if  more  than  one  probation 
officer  were  appointed,  one  was  to  be  designated  as  chief  probation  offi- 
cer.  To  bo  eligible  for  the  position  of  chief  probation  officer,  the 
candidate  was  required  to  have  had  experience  in  social  welfare  work 
equivalent  to  one  year  spent  in  active  practical  welfare  work.   Minim\im 
rates,  based  upon  population,  were  established  for  the  compensation  of 
these  officers,  the  county  board  to  fix  the  amount.   Where  a  county  had 
only  one  probation  officer,  the  sa.lary  ra.tes  were  made  to  apply  to  tha.t 
individual.   The  court,  however,  reta.ins  the  power  to  appoint  probation 
officers  to  serve  without  pay.^  For  Rock  Island  County,  pjid  others  with 
a  population  of  more  than  fifty  thousand,  but  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousajid,^  the  ra.te  is  set  at  a  sum  not  less  thpji  $150  a  month. 


1.  Under  the  laws  of  1872  and  the  revised  statutes  of  1874,  the  j\irisdic- 
tion  was  in  cp.ses  wherein  the  amount  involved  did  not  exceed  $500 
(L. 1871-72,  p.  325;  R.S.1874,  p.  339,340).   Legislation  enacted  in  1933 
extended  the  jurisdiction  to  $2,000  (L.1933,  p.  452),  but  a  later  amend- 
ment of  the  same  session,  passed  June  21,  1933,  placed  the  jiirisdic- 
tion  in  cases  where  the  a.mo\int  involved  is  not  over  $1,000  (ibid., 
p.  449).   In  1939  jurisdiction  was  again  extended  to  $2,000  (L.1939, 

D.    340;    L.1877,    p.    77;    L.1895,   p.    212,    223;    L.1933,    p.   449-51. 
127;    L.1915,   p.    243;    L.1921,    p.    162-64;    L.1955.    p.    256-59. 
366;   R.S.1874,    p.    685. 
131-37;    L.1901,    p.    141-44;    L.1905,    p.    152-56;    L.1907. 


p.    492). 

2. 

R.S.1874, 

3. 

L.1913,    p 

4. 

L.1869,    p 

5. 

L.1899,   p 

p.    70-78. 

6. 

L.1899,    p 

7. 

L.19C7,    p 

8. 

L.1925,   p 

9. 

In  1930   t; 

133. 

69,70. 

187,188. 

In  1930   the  popiilation  of  Rock  IslaJid  Coiinty  was   listed  as   98,191. 
Population  Bulletin,   p.   9. 
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The  officer  under  consideration  makes  investigation  on  order  of  the 
court  and  takes  charge  of  the  child  before  and  after  trial.   He  is  re- 
quired to  be  present  at  the  court  hearings  in  order  that  he  may  represent 
the  interest  of  the  child.   This  officer  also  furnishes  information  and 
assistance  as  required  by  the  court, ■'• 

Upon  petition  filed  with  the  clerk  of  tlie  court  for  the  removal  of 
a  neglected  or  dependent  child  from  the  custody  of  its  parents  or  guard- 
ian, process  is  issued  for  appearance.   The  summons  may  be  served  by  the 
sheriff  or  the  duly  appointed  probation  officer. 2 

At  any  time  after  the  filing  of  the  petition  and  pending  the  final 
disposition,  the  court  may  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  the  possession  of 
its  custodian,  or  in  its  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  probation 
officer;  or  the  child  may  bo  ordered  in  custody  of  the  probation  officer."^ 
If  upon  hearing  the  case  the  court  finds  the  child  to  bo  dependent  or  neg- 
lected, the  court  inay  commit  the  child  to  an  association  or  institution, 
or  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  his  home  subieot  to  the  visitation  of  the 

A. 

probation  officer.*  In  a  similar  fashion  the  probation  officer  for  adults, 
an  appointee  of  the  circuit  court,  assists  the  county  court  in  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  among  adult  violators. 

In  cases  of  delinquency,  if  the  court  finds  any  child  to  be  delinquent, 
the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  institution  or  to  the  custody  of  the 
probation  officer.   The  court  may  upon  its  discretion,  send  juvenile  of- 
fenders and  vagrants  to  the  state  reform  school  rather  than  to  the  county 
jail.*^ 

Another  probation  officer,  also  an  appointee  of  the  county  court, 
assists  tho  court  in  mothers'  pension  cases.   The  state  and  county  funds 
for  indigent  mothers  and  their  children  are  administered  by  the  county 
court,  its  appointed  probation  officers,  the  county  board  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  county  clerk,  the  county  treasurer,  and  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  V^elfare.   The  county  court,  however,  is  given  original  jur- 
isdiction in  these  matters.' 

A  mother  whose  husband  is  dead  or  incapacitated,  or  who  is  abandoned 
by  her  husband,  is  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund 
when  she  is   in  need.   Such  mother  may  file  an  application  with  the  county 


1.  L.1899,  p.  133;  L.1925,  p.  187,188. 

2.  L.1899,  p.  132,133;  L.1905,  p.  153,154;  L.1907,  p.  72,73. 

3.  L.1907,  p.  74. 

4.  L.1923,  p.  180,181. 

5.  L.1911,  p.  280-82. 

6.  L.1907,  p.  75. 

7.  L.1913,  p.  127-30;  L.1915,  p.  243-45;  L.1921,  p.  162-64;  L.1935, 
p.  256-59. 
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court  for  relief.  The  case  of  the  applicant  is  then  investigated  1)7 
the  probation  officer  under  the  direction  of  the  court. •'•  A  report  and 
recommendation  of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  such  application  is  then 
made  by  this  officer  of  the  court.   If  the  application  is  approved,  the 
probation  officer  or  other  person  may  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court 
a  written  petition  verified  by  affidavit  setting  forth  the  facts  giving 
the  court  jurisdiction  and  other  facts  upon  which  an  order  for  relief  is 
entered.  Upon  receipt  of  the  petition,  a  summons  is  issued  to  the  mother 
and  the  county  board  for  appearance.  The  usual  procedure  is  for  the  board 
to  make  a  written  appearance.  Upon  the  hearing  in  cohort,  the  court  may 
mr.ke  an  order  upon  the  county  board  to  pay  monthly  such  money  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  care  of  the  mother  and  her  child  or  children  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  law. 

To  carry  out  this  procedure,  the  county  court  appoints  the  probation 
officer  who  serves  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court  and  is  compensated 
for  his  services  by  the  county  in  such  amount  as  determined  by  the  county 
board.  As  noted  above,  this  officer  is  required  to  investigate  all  ap- 
plications for  relief  and  make  a  written  report  to  the  court.   In  addi- 
tion to  this  duty,  the  probation  officer  makes  quarterly  visits  and  su- 
pervises, under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  families  to  which  such 
assistance  has  been  granted. 

The  county  board  annually  levies  a  tax  on  all  taxable  property  to 
provide  for  the  mothers'  pension  fund.   The  levy   is  made  not  in  excess 
of  two-fifths  of  one  mill  on  a  dollar  in  Rock  Island  County.'^  In  addi- 
tion, the  General  Assembly,  from  tine  to  time,  majces  appropriations  to 
the  State  Department  of  Public  ITelfare,  the  funds,  in  turn,  being  dis- 
tributed to  the  several  counties  to  supplement  the  pension  fund.   To  be- 
come entitled  to  the  state  appropriations,  the  county  must  meet  the  stand- 
ards of  administration  set  by  the  state  agency.  The  county  treasurer  cer- 
tifies to  the  state  department  an  itemized  statement,  attested  by  the 
county  clerk,  of  the  money  paid  out  during  each  quarter  in  accordance 
with  the  legisla,tive  provisions  for  this  pension  and  also  certifies 
annually  the  total  assessed  valuation  and  amoiont  of  money  raised  by  tax 
levy  for  the  mothers'  pension  fund. 

Jurisdiction  in  the  election  procedure  is  vested  variously  in  the 
county  board,  the  county  court,  and  the  county  clerk.   In  the  event  that 
any  city,  village,  or  incorporated  town  adopts  the  City  Election  Act  the 
county  judge  appoints  a  board  of  three  election  commissioners  to  have 
charge  of  elections  in  that  political  unit.  Only  one  such  board,  however, 


1.  L.1913,  p.  127-30;  L.1915,  p.  244;  L.1955,  p.  256-59. 

2.  L.1913,  p.  127-30;  L.1935,  p.  257-59. 

3.  L.1913,  p.  129,  130;  L.1935,  p.  258. 

4.  L.1919,  p.  780,781;  L.1927,  p.  196,197;  L.1928,  First  Sp.  Sess., 
p.  3,4;  L.1933,  p.  194,195. 

5.  L.1935.  p.  259. 
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is  appointed  in  each  county.   This  board  has  jurisdiction  over  elections 
in  all  cities,  villages,  or  incorporated  towns  which  may  adopt  the  act. 
Otherwise,  jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  board,  county  court,  and 
county  clerk.   The  county  court  has  original  jurisdiction  in  election 
contests  for  certain  county,  district,  and  township  offices, 2 

Aiding  in  the  settlement  of  questions  arising  in  the  course  of  the 
election  procedure  is  the  county  officers  electoral  board.   This  body 
consists  of  the  county  judge  as  chairman,  the  county  clerk,  and  the 
state's  attorney. 2 

The  several  nomination  papers  for  county  offices  are  filed  with  tho 
coiinty  clerk  and  are  considered  valid  unless  objections  are  made  within 
five  days  after  tho  last  day  for  filing  such  papers.   Objections  to  nom- 
inations are  made  to  the  county  officers  electoral  board  for  any  office 
of  the  county,  park  district,  or  other  division  coterminous  with  or  loss 
than  the  coxonty  and  other  than  a  city,  village,  incorporated  town,  or 
to-.vnship.'^  The  objector's  petition  is  filed  with  the  county  clerk  v/ho 
presents  the  same,  together  with  the  nomination  papers  of  certificate, 
before  the  electoral  board. ^  The  petition  contains  the  objector's  name 
and  residence,  the  nature  of  the  objection,  the  interest  of  the  objector, 
and  the  relief  sought  of  the  board."  A  notice  of  the  hearing  is  sent  to 
the  candidato.   Upon  hearing  the  objections,  the  board  renders  a  final 
decision  by  majoritj-  vote.   In  the  eveiit  the  candidate  whose  nomination 
is  protested  is  a  member  of  the  electoral  board,  the  circuit  judge  is 
required  to  fill  his  place. ^ 

Jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  court  to  hear  and  determine  all 
questions  relative  to  taxes  on  gifts,  legacies  and  inheritance."  The  act 
granting  this  jurisdiction  is  generally  known  as  the  "Inheritance  Tax 
Law."   Originally,  the  state's  attorney  was  charged  v;ith  the  duty  of  en- 
forcing the  provisions  of  this  law,^  however,  since  1913  these  duties  have 
been  performed  by  the  Attorney  General . ■'■'-'  Under  that  law  the  county  judge 
and  the  county  clerk  are  required  every  three  months  to  make  a  statement 
in  writing  to  the  county  treasurer  of  the  property  from  which  or  the 


1,   L.1885,  p.  147-49;  L.1899,  p.  163-65;  L.1917,  p.  445,446;  L.1929, 

Sess.,  p.  35. 


p.    339;    L. 

1933,   p.    534;    L. 1935-36,   Fourth  Sp, 

2. 

L. 1871-72, 

p.    396. 

3. 

L.1891,    p. 

110,111;    L.1933,    p.    552. 

4« 

L.1891,   p. 

110,111;    L.1929,    p.    394. 

5. 

L.1891,    p. 

Ill;    L.1929,    p.    394;    L.1933,    p.    5! 

6. 

L.1929,   p 

.    394,395. 

7. 

L.1933,   p. 

552. 

8. 

L.1S95,    p. 

306;    L.1909,    p.    318. 

9. 

L.1895,    p. 

306;    L.1909,    p.    319. 

10. 

L.1913,    p. 

615,616:    L.1935,    p.    1179,1180. 
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party  from  -whom  he  has  reasoixs  to  believe  a  tax  under  this  act  is  due  and 
unpaid.   The  county  treasurer  is  required  to  collect  and  pay  to  the  State 
Treasurer  all  taxes  that  may  be  due  and  payable  under  it,*^ 


Under  an  act  of  1933,  housing  corporations  may  be  organized  in  Illi- 
nois for  the  express  purpose  of  improving  housing  conditions.   Such  cor- 
porations are  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  State  Housing 
Board,  This  state  agency  has  authority,  after  investigations  and  public 
hearings,  to  approve  the  acquisition  of  property  and  construction  of 
housing  projects.   If  the  State  Housing  Board  approves  a  project  over  the 
objections  of  ten  percent  of  the  property  owners  within  a  mile,  but  not 
included  in  the  project,  it  must  then  file  an  application  with  the  clerk 
of  the  county  court  to  be  submitted  to  the  county  judge  for  the  confirma- 
tion of  its  approval.  Such  application  is  to  contain  copies  of  the  find- 
ings and  order  of  the  board,  transcript  of  testimony,  description  of  the 
project  and  public  spaces,  statement  of  location,  and  reasons  for  approval 
by  the  board.   The  objectors  to  the  project  may  file  objections  in  the 
county  court  to  the  confirmation  of  such  a  project.   The  county  judge 
then  examines  the  application,  objections,  and  any  additional  evidence 
before  rendering  a  decision  of  "approved"  or  "not  approved"  on  the  appli- 
cation. 

Appeals  from  the  judgments  and  decisions  of  the  county  court  may  be 
taken  to  the  circuit  court.   To  the  Appellate  Court  or  Supreme  Court  may 
be  taken  and  prosecuted  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  proceedings  for  the 
sale  of  lands  for  taxes  and  special  assessments,  in  all  common  law  and  at- 
tachment cases,  and  in  cases  of  forcible  detainer  and  forcible  entry  and 
detainer.   Such  appeals  and  writs  of  error  are,  when  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided, taken  and  prosecuted  in  the  same  manner  as  appeals  and  writs  of 
error  from  the  cirouit  court. 

The  records  of  the  county  court  are  kept  by  its  clerk.   In  Rock  Island 
County  the  county  clerk  is  ex-officio  clerk  of  the  county  court.   In  ad- 
dition to  the  statutory  records  described  below  the  clerk  necessarily 
maintains  others  in  effecting  the  court's  orders. 

For  the  court  the  clerk  keeps  the  following  records: 

1.   Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the 
court  with  alphabetical  indexes  by  names  of  parties. 


1.  L.1895,  p.  306;  L.1909,  p.  319;  L.1913,  p.  516. 

2.  1,1895,  p,  307}  L.1909,  p.  319;  L.1913,  p,  516, 

3.  L.1935,  p,  396-415;  L. 1933-34,  Third  Sp,  Sess.,  p,  167-74, 

4.  Ibid. 

5.  L.1933,  p.  396. 

6.  R.S.1874,  p.  339;  L.1877,  p.  77;  L.1881,  p,  66, 

7.  The  form  which  such  records  take  is  generally  determined  by  court 
order  (L.1849,  p.  66;  R.S.1874,  p.  262,263). 
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Proceedings  are  recorded  at  lengt>i  only  in  cases  desig- 
nated by  law  or  when  the  court,  at  the  motion  and  as- 
sumption of  expenses  b"  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders. 
In  practice,  the  court  record  has  been  broken  down  from 
an  early  date  into  segregated  types  of  proceedings  and 
judgments. 

2.  "Plaintiff-'Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and  "Defend- 
ant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  Records,"  intended  to  be 
separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
volume  with  the  two  indexes  segregated  in  each  volume. 

3.  A  general  docket  in  w><ich  8,11  suits  are  entered  in '  the 
order  the;'  are  commenced. 

k.      A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  column  for 
the  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.   In 
practice,  an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  in- 
dependently. 

5.  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's,  judge's, 
fend  bar  docket.  In  practice,  the  bar  docket  has  tended 
to  drop  out  of  use.-'- 

6.  A  fee  book  in  which  costs  and  fees  are  to  be  entered 
under  the  proper  title  of  the  cause.   In  practice,  sep- 
arate series  of  vol-'jjnes  are  maintained  under  these 
title  of  causes. 

7.  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices' 
courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcripts  of  judgment 
for  liens,  etc.,  from  justices'  courts. 

8.  Naturalization  records  including  petitions,  proceedings, 
final  certificates,  etc.   The  county  courts  in  Illinois 
prior  to  190b  met  the  requirement  of  Federal  statutes  to 
exercise  naturalization  jurisdiction. 

9.  Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determina- 
tions; of  particular  importance  in  the  large  number  of 
cases  where  complete  proceedings  are  not  spread  on  court 
record.-^ 

10.   Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  jail  con- 
taining a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody  and  show- 
ing the  cause  of  commitment  and  names  of  persons  by  whom 
committed. 


1.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to  county  courts,  siib- 
ject  to  rules  promulgated  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  not  inconsistent 
with  statutory  requirements,  to  make  such  rules  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, regulp-ting  dockets  and  calendars  of  sa.id  court  (L.1933'  p- 
786). 

2.  2  U.S.S.L.  153;  U.S.R.S. 1789-187^,  p.  378. 

3.  P.S.ICU^,  p.  323,32U,UlU,Ul8,i419;  L.I865,  p.  79.80;  L.  1871-72.  p.  325: 
R.S.I874,  p.  262,263:  U.S.P..S. 1789-187^.  P-  378-80;  3U  U.S.S.L.  596- 
607;  ^4  U.s.s.L.  709.710. 

h.     R.S.187U,  p.  617;  L-1933.  p«  678. 
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Proceedings  of  Court 
(See  also  entry  124[iv]) 

182.  MISCELLAIJEOUS  IlIDSX  COUNTY  COURT,  1868—.   2  v. 

Index  to  Civil  Cases,  entry  183;  Adoption,  entry  198;  Assignment,  entry 
200;  Arbitration,  entry  207;  Judge's  Docket;  Miscellaneous,  entry  212; 
Judge's  Docket  Delinquency,  entry  213;  Judge's  Docket  Dependency,  entry 
214;  Judge's  Docket  Adoption,  entry  215;  Dependency,  entry  257;  and  De- 
linquency, entry  238,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  of 
petition  or  filing  suit,  type  of  action,  case  number,  "book  and  page  of 
record,  and  file  box  number.  Arr.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant. 
Kdv?.  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   400  -  500  p.  16  x  12  x  3  -  18  x  15  x  3^. 
Co,  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

183.  CIVIL  CASES,  1872—.   79  f.b. 

Documents  in  common  law  cases,  including  summonses,  subpoenas,  bills,  com- 
plaints, pleas,  writs,  transcripts  of  evidence,  instructions  to  jury,  ver- 
dicts, appeals,  and  orders  of  coTirt.   Also  contains  Bastardy  Bonds  Before 
Tne   Couiity  Judge,  1872-1926,  entry  236.   Arr.  by  case  no.   For  index,  see 
entry  182.   Hdw. ,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15, 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

184.  EXECUri01\\  1872—.   6  f.b. 

Judgments  showing  type  of  case,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defenda^nt,  case 
number,  amount  of  judgment,  dates  of  filing  and  recording,  and  book  and 
page  of  record.  Arr.  by  case  number.  No  index.  Edw.  and  typed  on  pr, 
fm.   10  X  5  X  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

185.  POOR  PERSON,  1908—.   5  f.b.  (l,  85,  150,  156,  180). 

Papers  filed  in  pauper  cases,  including  complaints  of  state's  attorney  or 
overseer  of  poor  against  relative  of  pauper,  suiamonses  for  relatives,  tes- 
timony'- and  affidavits  of  witness,  and  orders  and  decrees  of  court.   Arr. 
by  date  of  complaint.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  tj'ped  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  42  x  15. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

186.  E&IIBIT  Ai'fD  NOTES,  1915—.   4  f.b. 

Judgment  notes  showing  date  and  amount  of  note,  names  of  signers  and  en- 
dorsers, due  date,  amount  of  interest,  attorney's  fee,  condition  of  loan, 
date  of  filing,  and  docket  number.   Arr,  by  docket  no.  No  index,   Hdw, 
and  t^rped  on  pr.  fm,   10  x  4-|  x  15,   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

187.  COUNTY  COURT  RECORDS,  1872—.   40  v,  (l-40). 

Copies  of  court  orders  in  special  assessment  and  civil  cases,  shewing  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  of  case,  date  and  details 
of  order,  and  signature  of  judge.  Also  contains  Inheritance  Tax  Record, 
1911 — ,  entry  241,  Arr.  by  date  of  court  order.   Indexed  p.lph.  by  names 
of  plaintiff  and  defendant.   1872-1911,  hdw,;  1912—,  typed.   580  p, 
18  X  12  X  3.   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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188.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET  (Record),  1838 4  v.  (l-4). 

Copies  of  judgment  orders  in  county  court,  showing  docket  number,  nature 
of  case,  date  and  amount  of  judgment,  name  of  person  against  whom  judgment 
is  rendered,  and  signature  of  judge.   Arr.  hy  date  of  judgment.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  ISg  x  3.   Co. 
elk.' s  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

189.  CONFESSIONS  OF  JUDGMENTS  AICD  FEE  BILLS,  1897-1915.   1  v. 
Record  of  judgments  by  confession,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant, docket  number,  date  and  type  of  action,  amount  of  judgment,  and  date 
of  summons.   Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   593  p.  18  x  13  x  2rg.      Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

190.  .CRIMINAL,  1872—.   109  f.b.  (99  f .b.  ,  1872—;  10  f.b.,  1925—). 
Criminal  case  papers  including  indictments,  summonses,  subpoenas,  in- 
structions to  jury,  jury  lists,  affidavits  of  witnesses,  writs  of  mittimus 
and  habeas  corpus,  appeals,  transcripts  of  evidence,  bonds,  and  court 
orders.   Arr.  by  case  no.  For  index,  1918 — ,  see  entry  191.   Hdw.,  and 
hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fr..   10  x  4  x  15.   Co.  elk.  '  s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

191.  (INDEX  TO  CRIMINAL  FILES),  1918—.   1  v. 

Index  to  Criminal,  entry  190,  showing  name  of  defendant  and  case  niimber. 

This  index,  now  in  process  of  compilation,  will  cover  1872 — .   Arr.  alph. 

by  name  of  defendant.   Typed.  150  p.  10  x  7  x  1.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  2nd 
fl. 

192.  COUNTY  COURT  RECORD  CRIMINAL,  1872--.   22  v.  (l-22). 

Copies  of  court  orders  in  criminal  cases,  showing  docket  number,  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  of  case,  da.te  and  details  of 
order,  and  signature  of  judge.   Arr.  by  date  of  order.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  defendant.   1872-1910,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ;  1911 — ,  typed  on  pr.  fm. 
572  p.  19  x  12i  X  2|.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

193.  INSANE  INDEX  COUNTY  COURT,  1853—.   1  v. 

Index  to  Insane,  entry  194;  Feeble-minded,  entry  195;  and  Insanity  Record, 
entry  197,  showing  names  of  petitioner  and  alleged  insane  person,  case 
n\imber,  date  of  petition,  and  book  and  page  of  record.   Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  alleged  insane  person.   Hdw.  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p. 
18  X  15  X  3f.      Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

194.  INSANE,  1853—.   56  f.b. 

Documents  of  insanity  cases,  including  petitions  for  commitment,  orders 
appointing  commission  members,  reports  and  recommendations  of  commissions, 
verdicts  of  juries,  and  orders  for  commitment.   Also  contains  Feeble- 
minded, 1853-1915,  entry  195,  and  Insanity  Statements,  1853-1932,  entry 
228.   Arr.  by  dp.te  of  petition.  For  index,  see  entry  193.  Hdw.,  tj.'ped, 
and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4;^-  x  15.   Co.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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of  Court 


195.  FSEBLE-ivIINTl2D,  1916—.  4  f.t.  1853-1915  in  Insane,  entry  194. 
Documents  in  feetle-minded  cases,  including  petitions,  orders  appointing 
coEimission  mem"bers,  transcripts  of  hearings,  reports  and  recommendations 
of  connission,  and  orderc  of  court.  Arr.  "by  date  of  petition.  For  in- 
dex, see  entry  193.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fn.  10  x  6  x  15.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

195.   HECOMMIKENTS  A2ID  UISCELLAKSOUS,  1938—.   1  f.t. 
Miscellaneous  insane  case  papers,  including  reports  of  insane  commissions, 
petitions  for  commitment  of  alleged  insane  persons,  and  recommitment  or- 
ders for  released  patients.  Upon  recording,  these  papers  are  filed  in 
Insane,  entry  194.  Arr.  ty  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4^  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

197.  INSANITY  REGOED,  1853--.   11  v.  (A-C,  E-L). 

Copies  cf  documents  in  insanity  proceedings,  including  petitions,  orders 
appointing  com-iissions,  findings  and  recommendations  of  commissions,  and 
orders  of  court  for  commitment  or  discharge  of  alleged  insane  persons. 
Also  contains  Insanity  Docket,  1853-92,  entry  218,  including  Docket  cf 
Proceedings  on  ree"ble-mindedness,  entry  219.  Arr,  "by  date  of  petition. 
Indexed  alph.  "by  name  of  alleged  insane  person;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry 
193.   1853-1926,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.;  1927—,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   590  p. 
18  X  ll|  X  2^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

198.  ADOPTION,  1868—.   15  f.t.  (lA,  140A,  235A,  1.  90,  165,  215,  280, 
335,  385,  415,  450,  460,  500,  540). 

Papers  filed  in  adoption  proceedings,  including  petitions,  s''-immonses,  and 
decrees  and  orders  of  court,  Arr.  ty  date  of  petition.  For  index,  see 
entry  182.   Hdw.  and  hdv.-.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15,   Co,  clk.'s 
vlt,,  2nd  fl. 

199.  UNION  MISSION,  1899-1905.   1  f.t. 

Parents'  or  guardian's  releases  of  children  to  Union  Mission,  showing  order 
committing  child  to  care  of  mission,  names  of  child  and  parents  or  guard- 
ian, dates  of  release  and  court  order,  and  record  book  and  page.  Arr.  "by 
date  of  release.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4|  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

200.  ASSIGNMENT,  1897—.   7  f."b.  (1-7).   Last  entry  1905, 

Papers  in  voluntary  assignment  cases,  including  petitions,  inventories, 
"bonds  of  assignees,  and  orders  of  court.   Present  practice  is  to  file 
"bankruptcy  proceedings  in  the  United  States  District  Court.  Arr,  "by  date 
of  petition.   For  index,  see  entry  182.   Hdw.  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr. 
fm.   10  X  5  X  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

201.  ASSIC-miEM  RECORD,  1877—.   3  v.  (1-3).   Last  entry  1905. 
Copies  of  assignments  of  property  to  satisfy  creditors,  showing  names 
of  creditors,  assignor,  and  assignee,  legal  description  of  property, 
date  of  assignment,  amcrunt  of  de"bt,  and  signature  of  assignor,   Arr,  "by 
date  of  assignment.   Indexed  alph.  "by  name  of  assignor.   Hdw,   560  p. 
18  X  12^  X  2|.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 
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202.  (AJmEXATION  PETITIONS,  AND  DISCOMECTING  ORDINANCES),  1884--. 
1  f.b.  (1065). 

Papers  relating  to  annexations  of  small  villages  to  main  netropolitan  areas, 
including  petitions  and  election  returns;  also  copies  of  ordinances 
disconnecting  territories  from  villages,  towns,  and  cities.  Arr.  by  date 
of  filing.  No  index.  Kdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4^  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

203.  SPECIAL  ASSESSUffiNTS,  1598—.   109  f.b. 

Special  assessment  documents  including  petitions,  assessment  rolls,  af- 
fidavits of  posting  notice,  objections,  court  orders  allowing  or  dis- 
missing objections,  and  payment  vouchers  for  completed  work.  Arr.  by 
sec,  twp.,  and  range.   No  index.  Hdw.,  typed,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr. 
fm.,  and  hdw.  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

204.  (PROHIBITION  C^SES),  1925-31.   1  f.b. 

Papers  in  cases  of  alleged  violation  of  Illinois  Prohibition  Act  of  1921, 
including  bills  of  complaint,  summonses,  injunctions,  and  orders  and 
decrees  of  court.   Legislation  of  1933  repealed  this  Act,  Arr.  by  date 
of  complaint.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4-g-  x  15.  Co. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

205.  (PETITIONS  TO  INCORPORATE),  1873—.   1  f.b.   Last  entry  1928. 
Petitions  for  the  incorporation  of  villages,  showing  dates  of  petition 
and  filing,  names  and  addresses  of  petitioners,  and  name  of  village. 
Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdv/.  and  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   10 
X  5  X  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  f 1 . 

206.  EXHIBITS  IN  THE  MOLINE  AIRPORT  CaSE,  1934-35.   1  f.b. 
Exhibits  in  Moline  Airport  Case,  sealed  by  order  of  court,  llo  index, 
12^  X  1-^  X  18.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

207.  ARBITRATION,  1912-14.   1  f.b.   Subsequently  kept  by  Industrial 
Commission,  Illinois  Department  of  Labor. 

Papers  relating  to  arbitrated  cases  of  claims  for  industrial  injuries, 
including  appointments  of  arbitrators,  petitions,  physicians'  reports, 
affidavits,  and  findings  and  orders  of  arbitration. commission.  Arr,  by 
date  of  filing.  For  index,  see  entry  182.  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Dockets 


Court  Dockets 


208.   JUDGE'S  DOCKET  CI^IL,  1905--.   7  v.  (7,  1-5,  l).   1872-1904  in 
Judge's  Docket,  entry  211. 
Docket  of  civil  cases  in  county  court,  showing  docket  number,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  kind  of  action,  date  and  term  of 
court,  and  dates  and  notation  of  court  orders;  includes  complaints  to 
board  of  review.  Arr.  by  docket  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
500  p.  16  X  13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  f 1 . 
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209.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  CRIMINAL,  1905—.   18  v.  (6,  1-15,  1905~;  1,  2, 
1925~).   1872-1904  in  Judge's  Docket,  entry  211. 

Docket  of  criminal  cases  in  county  court,  showing  docket  number,  najnes 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attornej'-s,  kind  of  action,  date  and  term  of 
court,  and  dates  and  notations  of  court  orders.  Arr.  by  docket  no.  No 
index.   Hdw.  \inder  pr.  hdgs.   500  p.  16  x  13  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd 
fl. 

210.  SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT  DOCKET,  1905--.   3  v.  (l-3).   1872-1904  in 
Judge's  Docket,  entry  211. 

Docket  of  special  assessment  proceedings,  showing  date  of  petition,  names 
of  objectors  and  attorneys,  amount  of  .assessment,  and  dates  and  notations 
of  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition.  No  index.   1905-10,  hdw.    on 
pr.  fm. ;  1911 — ,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   500  p.  16  x  13  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

211.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET,  1872-1904.   5  v.  (l-5) . 

Docket  of  criminal  and  civil  cases  in  coimty  court,  including  complaints 
to  board  of  review,  1899-1904,  containing  same  information  as  shown  in 
entries,  208,  209,  210.   Subsequently  kept  as  Judge's  Docket  Civil,  entry 
208-,  Judge's  Docket  Criminal,  entry  209;  and  Special  Assessment  Docket, 
entry  210.  Arr.  by  docket  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p. 
16  X  13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

212.  JUDGE' S  DOCKET:  MISCELLANEOUS,  1910—.   3  v. 

Docket  of  miscellaneous  county  court  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  date  of  petition  or  filing  suit,  type  of  case, 
and  dates  and  notations  of  court  orders.  Also  contains  Judge' s  Docket 
Delinquency,  1910-13,  entry  213;  Judge's  Docket  Dependency,  1910-13, 
entry  214;  Judge's  Docket  Adoption,  1910-13,  entry  215;  and  Judge's 
Docket  Inheritance  Tax,  1911-30,  entry  242.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition 
or  filing  suit.  For  index,  see  entry  182.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p. 
14  X  9  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

213.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  DELINQUENCY,  1914—.   2  v.  (l,  2).   1910-13 
in  Judge's  Docket:  Miscellaneous,  entry  212. 

Docket  of  proceedings  of  county  court  in  matters  of  delinquency,  showing 
date  of  petition,  name  of  defendant,  docket  number,  and  dates  and  nota- 
tions of  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition.  For  index,  see  entry 
182.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  10  x  13  x  2^.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd 
fl. 

214.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  DEPENDENCY,  1914~.   2  v.  (l,  2).   1910-13  in 
Judge's  Docket:  Miscellaneous,  entry  212. 

Docket  of  proceedings  of  co\inty  court  in  matter  of  dependency,  showing 
names  of  petitioner,  dependent,  and  attorneys,  date  of  petition,  docket 
number,  end  dates  and  notations  of  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  peti- 
tion.  For  index,  see  entry  182.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  10  x  13  x 
2^.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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215.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  ADOPTION,  1914~.   2  v.   1910-13  in  Judge's  Docket: 
Miscellaneous,  entry  212. 

Docket  of  adoption  cases,  showing  names  of  petitioner,  parents  or  guardian, 
child,  and  attorneys,  docket  number,  dates  of  petition  and  hearing,  dates 
and  notations  of  court  orders,  and  extent  of  financial  responsihility  of 
foster  parents.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   For  index,  see  entry  182.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  10  x  13  x  2^.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

216.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1872—.   4  v.  (l,  1872-90;  2-4,  1872—). 
Docket  of  judgments  in  county  court,  showing  docket  niimher,  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature,  date,  and  amo\mt  of  judgment,  costs,  fee 
■book  and  page,  execution  number,  and  final  disposition.   V.  1,  1872-90, 
has  been  transcribed  in  volume  2,  1872-95.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  defend- 
ant. No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  14  x  3.   V.  1,  1872- 
90,  CO.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  2-4,  1872—,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

217.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1872—.   2  v.  (l,  2). 

Docket  of  executions,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  and 
nature  of  execution,  amounts  of  damages  and  costs,  fee  book  and  page,  and 
date  of  sheriff's  return.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  person  against  whom  judg- 
ment is  entered.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fra. 
300  p.  12  X  12^  X  2|.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

218.  INSANITY  DOCKET,  1893—.   10  v.  (l-lO).   1853-92  in  Insanity 
Record,  entry  197. 

Docket  of  insanity  cases,  showing  docket  number,  date  of  petition,  name, 
age,  and  sex  of  alleged  insane  person,  dates  and  notations  of  court  orders, 
and  final  disposition.   Also  contains  Docket  of  Proceedings  on  Feeble- 
mindedness, 1893-1915,  entry  219.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  alleged  insane  person.   1893-1900,  hdw.;  1901-16,  typed 
on  pr.  fm. ;  1917 — ,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  400  p.  18  x  12^-  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

219.  DOCKET  OF  PROCEEDINGS  ON  FEEBLE-MINDEDNESS,  1916—.   2  v.  (A,  B) . 
1893-1915  in  Insanity  Docket,  entry  218. 

Docket  of  cases  of  feeble-mindedness,  showing  name  of  feeble-minded  person, 
date  of  petition,  name  of  conservator,  and  dates  and  notations  of  court 
orders.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  alleged 
feeble-minded  person.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   290  p.  18  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

220.  CLEPJC'S  DOCKET,  1884-1933.   2  v.  (2,1  not  numbered). 

Docket  of  cases  in  county  court,  showing  docket  number,  date  of  filing 
suit,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  nature  of  action,  dates 
and  notations  of  court  orders,  and  disposition  of  case.   Arr.  by  docket 
no.   No  index.   1384-1920,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;  1921-33,  hdw.   350  p. 
14  X  9  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Justices'  Dockets 

221.  JUSTICE  DOCKET,  1847-191S.   9  v.   Subsequent  dockets  kept  by 
local  justices  of  the  peace  until  they  are  completed. 

Dockets  of  cases  in  justices  of  the  peace  courts,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  type  of  case,  abstract  of  proceedings,  nature  and  date 
of  disposition  of  case,  and  amount  of  fees.  Arr.  by  date  of  case, 
1847-1904,  no  index;  1905-19,  indexed  alph,  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm,   330  p.  17^  x  12  x  2^.   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

222.  DOCKET  OF  CHATTEL  MORTGACE,  1902-23.   5  v.  (4  v.,  1902-23; 

1  v.,  1909-18).   Subsequent  dockets  in  hands  of  justices  of  the 

peace. 
Justice  of  the  peace  docket  of  chattel  mortgage  acknowledgments,  showing 
date  and  conditions  of  mortgage,  description  of  property,  date  of  acknowl- 
edgment, and  signature  of  justice.   Arr.  by  date  of  acknowledgment.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor.  Kdw.  on  pr.  fm.   350  p.  17-2  x  12  x  2-^» 
Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

223„   COUITTY  DOCKET  (Police  Magistrate),  1918-21.   1  v.   Subsequent 
records  in  hands  of  police  magistrates. 
Docket  of  cases  in  police  magistrate  courts,  showing  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  date  of  case,  type  of  action,  and  notations  of  appeal  or 
disposition.  Arr,  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   390  p.  17-|  x  12  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


Fee  Books 

224.  FES  BOOK,  CIVIL  (and  Criminal)  CASES,  1872—.   16  v.  (l  not  num- 
bered, 2-5,  1872-1922;  6-16,  1911--). 

Register  of  fees  charged  in  common  law  and  criminal  cases,  showing  names 
of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  of  filing  suit,  number  and  kind  of  case, 
itemized  account  of  fees,  date  of  payment,  and  name  of  payer.  Also  con- 
tains Fee  Book  Delinquency  and  Adoption,  1923 — ,  entry  226,  and  (People's) 
Fee  Book,  1900 — ,  entry  227,  Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit.   Indexed  alph, 
by  name  of  plaintiff.   Kdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.   550  p,  18  x  13  x  3.   Co, 
clk.'s  vlt, ,  2nd  fl. 

225.  INSAIIITY  FEE  BOOK,  1908--.   3  v.  (3-5),   1847-88  in  Probate  Fee 
Book,  entry  293;  1889-1907  in  Conservators'  Fee  Book,  entry  290. 

Register  of  fees  charged  in  proceedings  of  insanity  cases,  showing  name 
of  alleged  insane  person,  date  of  petition,  itemized  account  of  fees,  and 
date  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
alleged  insane  person.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   520  p.  18  x  12  x  2,   Co, 
elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl, 

226.  FES  BOOK  DELINQUENCY  AITO  ADOPTION,  1912-22,   2  v.   1923—  in 
Fee  Book,  Civil  fe.nd  Criminal)  Cases,  entry  224. 

Register  of  fees  in  delinquency  and  adoption  cases,  showing  names  of  peti- 
tioner and  defendant,  itemized  account  of  fees,  term  of  commencement  and 
disposal,  amount  of  payment,  and  name  of  payer.   Arr.  by  date  of  suit. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  petitioner  or  defendant.  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
573  p.  18  X  13  X  3.   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Court;  Bonds 


227.   (People's)  Fill:  BOOK,    1872-99.   1  v,   190O~  in  Fee  Eook,  Civil 
(and  Criminal)  Gases,  entry  22^. 
Register  of  fees  of  clerk,  sheriff,  and  justice  of  the  Deace,  and  fines  in 
state  cases,  showing  date  and  type  of  action,  and  dates  and  amounts  of 
fees.   Arr.  hy  date  of  fee.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Kd??. 
iinder  pr.  hdgs.   573  P-  18  x  I3  x  2t.   Co.  elk.  '  s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Reports  to  Court 

228.  INSANITY  STATSMIINTS,  1933~.   ^  -  •^-      1853-1932  in  Insane,  entry 
19U. 

Semiannual  reports  of  superintendents  of  state  insane  hospitals  to  clerk 
of  county  court  on  condition  of  patients  from  Rock  Island  Coiinty,  showing 
names  of  patients,  dates  of  admission  and  discharge  or  death,  physical  and 
mental  condition  of  each  patient  still  in  hosoital,  date  of  report,  name 
and  address  of  institution,  and  signature  of  superintendent.   Arr.  by  date 
of  report.   No  index.   Fdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   10  x  U|-  x  I5.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

229.  RiyORT  OF  CONDITION  OF  FATIllNTS  AT  STAT^  .HOSPITAL ,  lg5U-lQ20. 
2  f.b.  (23.  I85I4-1913;  1  not  numbered,  1900-20). 

Renorts  on  condition  of  catients  at  state  hospital,  showing  name,  address, 
and  condition  of  patient,  date  of  conritm.ent,  date  of  parole,  and  sig- 
nature of  superintendent.   Subsequent  records  are  now  received  in  the  form 
of  statements  on  each  individual  patient  and  are  filed  with  co\inty  court 
case  papers  for  each  case.   Arr.  by  date  of  renort.   No  index.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   10  X  ^  X  15.   F.b.  23,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsnt.  ;  1  f.b.  not  n\ajr- 
bered,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Bonds 

230.  APP1IA.L  BOND,  1892—.   1  f.b. 

Bonds  posted  in  appealed  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
sureties,  date,  amoiint,  and  conditions  of  bond,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm..   10  x  5  x  I5. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

231.  MISC3LLA-Ni;0TJS  BONDS,    1892—.      1   f.b. 

File  of  miscellaneous  bonds,  including  bp.il,  recognizance,  replevin,  and 
security  bonds,  showing  n-jr.ber,  p^orpose,  date,  amount,  and  condition  of 
bond,  names  of  principal  and  sureties,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date 
of  filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  Ui  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

232.  ATTACHMENT  BOND, 1898--.   1  f.b.   Last  entry  I93I. 

Attachm.ent  bonds  showing  nswnes  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  sureties,  date, 
amount,  and  condition  of  bond,  description  of  attached  property,  am.ount  of 
debt,  date  of  filing,  and  record  book  and  page.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  or.  fm.   1^  x  5  ^  15-   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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233.  BASTAEDY  BONDS,  1899--.   1  f.t. 

Bonds  for  support  and  maintenance  of  illegitimate  children,  showing  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  sureties,  and  child,  nunter,  date,  and  conditions 
of  bond,  and  expiration,  approval,  and  filing  dates.  Arr.  hy  date  of 
filing.  Ho  index.   Kdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

234.  BONDS  FOR  COSTS,  1904--.   1  f .b. 

Bonds  filed  to  guarantee  payment  of  costs  in  common  law  cases,  showing 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  sureties,  number,  date,  amount,  and 
conditionsof  bond,  and  dates  of  approval  and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

235.  5  MONTHS'  BOITDS,  1926—.   1  f.b. 

Bonds  posted  in  criminal  cases  to  insure  payment  of  fines  and  costs,  show^ 
ing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  sureties,  date,  amoTint,  and  con- 
ditions of  bond,  type  of  action,  approval  of  court,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  tj^jed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

236.  BASTARDY  BONDS  BEFORE  THE  COUl^TY  JUDGE,  1927--.   1  f.b.   1872-1926 
in  Civil  Cases,  entry  183. 

Bonds  for  appearance  of  defendants  in  bastardy  cases,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  sureties,  number,  date,  amount,  and  conditions: of 
bond,  and  dates  of  appearance  and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No 
index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4-|-  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Probation 

Juvenile 

237.  DEPEjHDENCY,  1887—.   18  f.b.  (1,  33,  106,  210,  300,  370,  426,  475, 
535,  595,  660,  735,  800,  870,  920,  980,  la,  90a). 

Papers  filed  in  dependency  cases,  including  petitions,  summonses,  ajad  de- 
crees and  orders  of  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition.  For  index,  see 
entry  182.   Hdw.  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

238.  DELINQUENCY,  1900—.   12  f.b.  (la,  100a,  1,  90,  200,  300,  395, 
460,  540,  525,  700,  750) . 

Papers  filed  in  delinquency  cases,  including  petitions,  affidavits,  sixm- 

monses,  and  orders  and  decrees  of  court.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.  For 

index,  see  entry  182.   Hdw.  ajad  hdw.  and  tj(-ped  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 
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Taix;   Naturalization 

Mothers'  Pension  (See 
also  entries  21,  397) 

239.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET:  MOTHERS'  PENSION,  1912—.   2  v.  (1,  2). 
Docket  of  mothers'  pension  cases,  showing  date  of  application,  name  of 
applicant,  findings  of  court,  amount  of  reward,  and  history  of  case.   Arr. 
"by  date  of  application.   Indexed  alph.  ty  name  of  applicant.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  10  x  13  x  2^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Inheritance  Tax 
(See  also  entry  396) 

240.  INHERITANCE  TAX  PAPERS,  1907—.   31  f.t. 

Files  of  inheritance  tax  papers,  including  entries  of  appearance,  orders 
appointing  appraisers,  estate  appraisals,  acknowledgments,  tax  return,  and 
orders  assessing  tax.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw.,  and  hdw.  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

241.  INHERITANCE  TAX  RECORD,  1904-10.   2  v.  (l,  2).   1911—  in  County 
Court  Records,  entry  187. 

Record  of  inheritance  tax  determinations,  showing  names  of  estate,  "bene- 
ficiaries, and  appraiser,  inventory  of  estate,  appraised  value,  list  of 
exemptions,  amounts  subject  to  tax,  and  anount  of  tax.  Arr.  by  date  of 
entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   1904-6,  hdw.;  1907-10,  typed. 
300  p.  18  X  12  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

242.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  INHERITANCE  TAX,  1902-10,  1931—.   3  v.  (l,  2, 

1  not  numbered).   Title  varies:  Inheritance  Tax  Record  (Docket). 

1911-30  in  Judge's  Docket:  Miscellaneous,  entry  212. 
Docket  of  inheritance  tax  determinations,  showing  name  of  estate,  de- 
scription of  property,  amount  of  tax,  date  and  amount  of  appraisal,  and 
abstract  of  proceedings.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  estate.   1902-10,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  ;  1931—,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   300  p. 
19  X  13  X  2^,      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Naturalization 
(See  also  entries  314,  342-548) 

243.  MINORS'  (Naturalization)  PETITION  AND  AEFIDAVIT,  1846-1906. 
4  f.b.  (9-11,  1846-1900;  30,  1893-1906). 
Oaths  of  allegiance  and  certificates  of  declarations  of  intention  for 
natijxalization,  showing  name,  age,  and  nativity  of  alien,  period  of  resi- 
dence in  the  United  States,  and  date  of  filing;  includes  affidavits  of 
other  courts  regarding  aliens'  naturalization,  and  minors'  petitions,  af- 
fidavits, and  oaths  of  allegiance.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  6^  x  24.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 
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244.  DSCLAEATION  OF  INTENTION,  1872-1906.   7  v.  (l-7). 

Copies  of  declarations  of  intention  for  citizenship,  showing  name  and  age 
of  applicant,  nativity,  oa,th,  and  date  of  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date 
of  declaration.   For  index,  see  entry  245.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   415  p. 
15  X  9  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

245.  INDEX  TO  NATURALIZATION,  1872-1906.   1  v. 

Index  to  Declaration  of  Intention,  entry  244,  showing  name  of  applicant, 
date  of  declaration,  book  and  page  of  entry,  and  remarks.  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  alien.  Typed  under  pr,  hdgs.  300  p.  l&g-  x  10  x  3.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

246.  NATUEALIZATION  RECORD  SOLDIERS,  1884-1906.  1  v. 

Copies  of  soldiers'  citizenship  petitions,  oaths,  and  certificates,  show- 
ing name,  age,  nativity,  present  residence,  and  military  record,  and  dates 
of  petition,  oath,  and  certificate.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  soldier,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   140  p.  15  x  12  x  1, 
"•o,  -ilk.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 


V.  PRO EATS  COURT 


Jurisdiction  in  probate  matters  in  Rock  Island  County  was  vested  in  £ 
separate  probate  court  from  1833  to  1849.   The  judge  of  probate  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Assembly  and  held  office  during  good  behavior. -'- 
In  1837  it  was  provided  that  the  probate  court  be  held  in  each  county  by 
a  probate  Justice  of  the  peace  who  was  elected  by  the  county  electorate 
for  a  four-year  terraH  the  term  was  reduced  in  1847  to  two  years. '^  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  probate  court  was  transferred  to  the  newly  created 
county  court  in  1849.'^  This  situation  remained  unchanged  in  all  counties 
throughout  the  second  constitational  period.   In  1870  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois adopted  a  new  constitution  which  authorized  the  G-eneral  Assembly  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate  probate  court  in  counties 
having  a  population  of  more  than  fifty  thousand. 5  The  enabling  legislo- 
tion,  enacted  seven  years  later,  set  the  population  requirement  at  one 
hundred  thousand; ^  in  1831  the  figure  was  reduced  to  seventy  thousand.' 


1.  L.1821,  p.  119;  L.1823,  p.  132;  L.1825,  p.  87. 

2.  L. 1856-37,  p.  176.   The  first  justice  was  elected  for  a  two-year  term, 
the  four-year  term  becoming  effective  in  1839. 

3.  L.1845,  p.  28.   Effective  in  1847. 

4.  Constitution  of  1843,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.1849,  p.  65. 

5.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20. 

6.  L.1877,  p.  79. 

7.  L.1881,  p.  72. 
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Present  legislation  makes  the  establishment  of  a  separate  probate  court 
mandator^/'  in  coionties  having  eighty-five  thousand  or  more  inhabitants, 
and  optiona.1  in  those  counties  with  a  population  of  between  seventy  thou- 
sand and  eighty-five  thousand.   Rock  Island  County  attained  the  lower 
population  requirement  in  I9IC,  and  a  set)arate  probate  court  was  then  estab- 
lished. 

The  court's  incumbent,  the  probate  judge,  is  required  by  constitu- 
tional provision  and  subsequent  legislation  to  be  elected  at  the  same 
time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  county  judge.   His  term  of  office  is 
four  years.    Origina,lly  his  salary  was  fixed  by  the  county  board;3 
however,  in  1925.  it  was  provided  that  in  counties  having  less  than  five 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  the  salary  of  the  probate  judge  should  be 
S5. 000  a  year,  payable  in  monthly  installments  from  the  county  treasury.^ 
When  a  vacancy  occijxs  in  the  office  of  probate  judge  and  the  iinexpired 
term,  is  less  than  one  year,  the  Governor  fills  the  vacancy  by  atipointm.ent, 
otherwise,  a  new  election  is  held.-^ 

As  enunciated  by  the  present  constitution  and  the  enabling  legisla- 
tion the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  extends  to  all  orobate  m.atters,  the 
settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  apuointm.ent  of  g^jiardians 
and  conservators  and  settlem.ents  of  their  accounts;  in  all  matters  relat- 
ing to  apprentices,  and  in  Cf ses  of  sales  or  real  estate  of  deceased  per- 
sons for  payment  of  debts." 

Originally,  the  court  was  required  to  hold  monthly  sessions;?  however, 
since  1933  there  have  been  no  stated  terms,  the  court  being  alwa^/s  open 
for  the  transaction  of  probate  and  other  business,  except  that  the  court 
may  adjourn  from  tim.e  to  tim.a  at  its  discretion.-  The  court  is  given  nower 
to  impanel  a  jur^,"-  for  the  trial  of  issues  or  matters  of  fact  in  a.ny  matter 
pending  before  it  and  has  loower  to  compel  the  attendance  of  jurors  and 
witnesses. 9  County  and  probate  judges  may  intercha.nge  with  each  other, 
hold  court  for  each  other  and  perform  each  other's  duties  in  their  own  or 
any  other  county  when  necessary  or  convenient. 10  The  probate  judge  is  pro- 
hibited from  acting  as  attorney  or  solicitor  for  any  adm.inistrator,  ex- 
ecutor, heirs,  or  other  person  (unless  an  officer  of  the  court)  interested 
in  the  estate  of  any  deceased  person,  or  to  aid,  advise,  or  assist  in  the 


1 
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L. 1933, p.  U58. 

Constitution  of  I87O,  Art.  VI.  sec.  20;  1.1877,  p.  80. 

L.1877.  p.  83. 

L.1925,  p.  336. 

L.1877,  p.  8U. 

Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.1877.  t).  80. 

L.1877,  p.  80. 

L-1933.  p.  ^59. 

L.1877,  p.  80;  L.I933.  P-  ^60. 

L.1903.  p.  153- 
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preparation  of  any  petition,  report,  or  other  document  which  is  to  be  filed 
or  recorded  in  the  co\irt  in  which  he  is  judge,   '"iVhen  the  probate  judge  is 
an  interested  party  in  any  estate  to  be  probated  in  his  court,  the  county 
judge  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  matter  unless  he  shall  also  be  inter- 
ested, in  which  case  the  matter  is  taken  to  the  circuit  court  of  the 
county  for  probate.   If,  however,  the  probate  judge  is  interested  only 
as  a  creditor,  no  change  may  be  made  except  in  relation  to  his  claim. 

Appeals  may  be  taken  from  the  final  orders,  judgments,  and  decrees 
of  the  probate  court  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  except  in  pro- 
ceedings in  applications  of  executors,  administrators,  guardians,  and 
conservators  for  the  sale  of  real  estate.   The  appellant  must  give  bond 
and  security  in  such  amount  and  upon  such  condition  as  the  court  shall 
require,"^ 

Aiding  the  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  the  administration  of  in- 
testate estates  and  the  guardianship  of  minors,  are,  respectively,  the 
public  administrator  and  the  public  guardian.   Each  officer  is  appointed 
quadrennially  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
The  public  administrator  and  public  guardian  are  required  to  enter  into 
bonds  set  and  approved  by  the  probate  court  in  sums  not  less  than  $5,000. 
Their  duties  are  performed  under  the  direction  and  orders  of  the  court. 
The  records  that  result  from  their  prescribed  duties  appear  among  the 
records  of  the  court  with  those  of  other  administrators,  executors,  and 
guardians , 

VHien  there  is  no  relative  or  creditor  v;ho  will  administer  an  intes- 
tate estate,  the  court  commits  the  administration  to  the  public  adminis- 
trator upon  application  of  any  person  interested  in  the  estate, "^   If  a 
widow,  next  of  kin,  or  creditor  of  the  deceased  appears  within  six  months 
after  the  administration  is  granted  to  the  public  administrator,  the 
court  then  revokes  its  grant  of  administration  to  the  public  adminis- 
trator and  orders  letters  of  administration  granted  to  such  person  inter- 
ested in  the  estate.   If,  after  all  debts  and  charges  against  the  estate 
which  have  been  presented  within  two  years  after  the  administration  of 
the  estate  was  coriimitted  to  such  public  administrator  are  fully  paid,  any 
balance  of  the  intestate  estate  remains,  the  administrator  causes  a  notice 
to  bo  published  requiring  persons  still  hav3.ng  claims  against  the  estate 
to  present  them  to  the  county  court  within  six  months.   If  no  claims  are 
presented,  the  balance  is  paid  into  the  county  treasury,  upon  the  expira- 


1.  L.1917,  p,  327,328. 

2.  L.1877,  p.  81;  L,1955,  p.  460, 

3.  L.1877,  p.  81. 

4.  L.1825,  p.  70-72;  R.L.1829,  p.  208;  R.L.1833,  p.  627,628;  R.S,1845, 
p,  548;  L. 1871-72,  p,  89;  L.1881,  p,  3;  L.1889,  p.  165, 

5.  R.L.1833,  p,  628;  R.S.1845,  p,  548;  L. 1871-72,  p.  89, 


-  158  - 
Probate  Court 


tion  of  the  six-month  period,  the  county  remaining  answerable  to  any 
future  claims. ■'■ 

As  already  noted,  tho  court  has  authority  to  appoint  guardians  of 
minor  heirs  of  deceused  persons.   In  cases  where  the  minor  is  under 
fourteen  years  of  age  the  court  appoints  his  guardian,  Yrtien  the  minor 
is  over  fourteen  he  nay  nominate  his  ovm  guardian,  subject  to  the  approv- 
al of  the  court, 3  Under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  guardian  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  custody,  nurture,  and  tuition  of  his  ward  and  the  care 
and  management  of  his  estate.   The  court  may  assign  the  guardianship  of 
the  estate  to  one  guardian  and  the  custody  and  tuition  of  the  n-ard  to 
another. 4  Within  sixty  days  after  his  appointment,  the  guardian  returns 
to  the  probate  court  a  complete  inventory  of  the  real  personal  estate 
of  the  ward  in  the  form  prescribed  by  lav;,^  At  the  end  of  the  first  year 
of  his  appointment,  and  every  three  years  thereafter,  ho  makes  a  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts.  Y«'hen  his  trust  is  completed  or  upon  the  death  of 
the  ward,  the  guardian  makes  final  settlement  and  delivers  over  to  persons 
entitled  to  them,  the  property  and  papers  in  his  hands  as  guardian." 
Upon  failure  of  a  guardian  appointed  by  the  court  to  act  within  three 
months  in  this  capacity,  the  court  commits  the  guardianship  of  the  minor 
to  the  public  guardian,?  The  latter 's  records  appear  with  those  of  other 
guardians.   Jurisdiction  in  the  matter  of  appointing  conservators  for  the 
estates  of  lunatics,  idiots,  spendthrifts,  and  drunkards  is  vested  in  the 
probate  court  in  all  counties  maintaining  a  separate  probate  court. 8 

In  any  county  having  a  population  of  more  than  seventy  thousand  and 
less  than  two  hundred  thousand,  the  judge  of  the  probate  court  may  appoint 
a  shorthand  reporter  to  take  full  stenographic  notes  of  the  evidence  in 
making  proofs  of  heirships,  in  the  probating  of  wills^  and  in  all  other 
cases  coming  before  the  court  when  so  directed  by  the  Judge.   Such  report- 
er holds  his  position  at  the  pleasure  of  the  judge,  but  his  term  of  ser- 
vice may  not  extend  beyond  that  of  the  appointing  judge."  Another  min- 
isterial officer  of  the  court  is  the  sheriff  who  is  required  to  attend,  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  all  sessions  of  the  court,  to  preserve  order,  and 
execute  all  legal  commands  and  process. ■'■'^ 


1,  R.S.1845,  p.  549;  L. 1871-72,  p.  89,90. 

2,  L.1831,  p.  100;  L.1835,  p.  36;  R.S.1845,  p.  265,266;  L. 1873-74,  p.  107; 
L.1919,  p.  583;  1.1931,  p,  618;  L.1937,  p.  660. 

3,  Ibid. 

4,  L. 1871-72,  p.  469;  L.1877,  p.  114, 

5,  L.1919,  p.  582;  L.1955,  p.  644. 

6,  L. 1871-72,  p.  471;  L.1919,  p.  583;  L.1929,  p,  506, 

7,  L.1889,  p.  165, 

8,  L,1919,  p,  593, 

9,  Ibid,,  p.  417, 
10,  L.1877,  p,  81, 
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The  early  proliate  judge,  1821  to  1837,  and  the  prolate  justice  of 
the  peace,  1837  to  1849,  each  uerformed  the  ministerial  function  of  the 
protate  clerk. ^  Tnen  protate  jurisdiction  was  transferred  to  the  county 
court  at  its  creation  in  1849,  the  clerk  of  that  court  served  as  ex-offi- 
cio  probate  clerk. ^  This  situation  obtained  in  Rock  Island  County  until 
1910  when  a  separate  probate  court  was  established.   Since  that  year,  by 
statutory  provision,^  the  court  has  had  its  own  clerk,  an  elected  officer 
whose  term  of  office,  like  that  of  the  probate  judge,  is  four  years.  He 
is  required  to  give  bond  with  tro  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
probate  judge,  in  the  sun  of  not  less  than  $5,000.^  The  clerk  is  required 
to  attend  all  sessions  of  court,  issue  all  process,  preserve  all  the  files 
and  papers  of  the  court,  make,  keep,  and  preserve  complete  records  of  all 
the  proceedings  and  determinations  of  the  court,  and  perform  all  other  du- 
ties pertaining  to  his  office  as  required  by  law  or  rules  and  orders  of 
his  court.  He  is  required  to  enter  of  record  all  judgments,  decrees,  and 
orders  of  the  court.   In  the  performance  of  these  duties  he  may,  when  nec- 
essary, appoint  deputies  for  whose  acts  he  is  responsible.^   In  all  matters 
concerning  the  probate  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  granting  of  let- 
ters testamentary  or  of  administration,  letters  of  guardianship,  the  maimer 
of  keeping  court  records,  the  form  of  docket  entries,  journals,  fee  books, 
memorandums,  and  process,  and  the  recording  of  papers  and  documents,  the 
clerk  is  required  to  be  governed  by  and  follow  all  laws  concerning  similar 
matters  in  the  county  court  of  the  state. ° 

The  major  records  of  the  probate  court  kept  by  the  clerk  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Journal  of  all  judicial  proceedings  and  determinations  of 
the  judge. 

2.  A  judgment  docket  with  a  direct  and  an  indirect  index: 
former,  by  name  of  claimant  against  estate;  latter,  by 
estate.   In  practice,  the  requirement  of  two  indexes  often 
leads  to  two  dockets. 

3.  Books  for  recordation  of  bonds  and  letters  of  administra- 
tors, executors,  guardians,  and  conservators;  appraisement 
and  sale  bills;  widows'  relinquishment  and  selection  of 
property;  wills  and  their  probate;  annual  and  final  reports 
of  administrators,  executors,  guardians,  and  conservators. 


1.  L.1821,  p.  119,120;  R.L.1829,  p.  215;  L.1851,  p.  192;  L.1837,  p.  177, 
178;  R.S.1845,  p.  427,428. 

2.  Constitution  of  1348,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.1849,  p.  63-65;  R.S.1874. 
p.  339,340. 

3.  L.1877.  p.  82. 

4.  Ibid. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  83. 
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C-enerally,  each  category  of  there  prohate  business  matters 
is  recorded  separately,  but  the  segregation  is  not  always 
carefully  maintained. 

4.  Separate  dockets  of  lansettled  estates  and  claims  against 
estates,  and  a  ledger  of  the  accounts  of  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, and  guardians.  Notes  that  the  dockets  of  pro- 
bate business  matters  are  separated  from  dockets  of  court 
proceedings,  .just  as  are  the  bocks  of  recordation  of  the 
tno  categories;  the  intention  of  the  law  to  make  this 
distinction  is  further  shown  in  its  granting  the  clerk, 
during  vacation  of  the  court,  povi-er  to  receive  petitions, 
accept  bonds,  grant  letters  testamentary,  etc. 

5.  Files  of  original  documents  not  subject  to  recordation; 
indexes  to  such;  records  of  office  transactions  in  pur- 
s'oance  of  the  court's  orders  to  the  clerk,  necessary  in 
the  latter 's  settlement  with  that  body.-'- 


Proceedings  of  Court 
Indexes 

247.  C-ENSPJUL  CAPD  INDEX  SYST3.:,  1836—.   25  f.b. 

Card  index  to  all  probate  records  and  doc-junents,  showing  names  of  estate 
and  administering  person,  description  of  property,  date  of  filing,  case 
number,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.   This  index  replaces  indexes  243-250. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   5-2x6x6,   Pro. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

248.  PROBATE  INDEX,  1836-1936.   1  v. 

Index  to  records  of  estates  of  deceased,  minor,  and  insane  persons,  show- 
ing name  of  estate,  legal  description  of  property,  age  and  address  of  de- 
ceased or  insane  person,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.   This  index  has  been 
replaced  by  General  Card  Index  System,  entry  247.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.   Hdw.   750  p.  1S-|  x  12  x  3-|.   Pro.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

249.  IlIDEX  TO  ESTATES,  1859-1900.   1  v. 

Index  to  estates  in  probate,  showing  name  of  estate,  description  of  prop- 
erty, names  of  deceased  and  attorney,  date  of  filing  ,  and  book  and  page 
of  entry.   Ti'iis  index  has  been  replaced  by  General  Card  Index  System, 
entry  247.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hd^.   570  p.  18  x  12  x  2g. 
Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


1.   L.1821,  p.  119,120;  R.L.1£29,  o.  215,251;  R.L.lo57,  p.  429;  R. 8.1845. 
V.   427,428;  1.1851,  p.  193;  10859,  p.  92-94;  R.S.1874,  p.  260-55; 
L.1877,  p.  85;  L.1933,  p.  293. 
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250.  C-UAEDIANS'  INDEX,  1840-1900.   1  v. 

Index  to  guardians'  records  in  probate  court,  showing  names  of  minor 
heirs  and  guardian,  description  of  property,  date  of  filing,  and  "book 
and  page  of  entry.   This  index  has  "been  replaced  by  General  Caxd  Index 
System,  entry  247.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  guardian.   Edw.   650  p. 
18  X  12  X  3^.     Pro.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. 

General  Proceedings 

251.  (PROBATE  COURT  PAPERS),  1836—.   566  f.b.  (65  f .b.  ,  1836 — , 
closed  cases;  501  f.b.,  1835 — ,  open  cases). 

Probate  court  papers,  including  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  letters,  and 
reports  of  administering  persons,  inventories,  appraisements,  sale  bills, 
account  records,  wills,  and  court  orders.   Arr.  by  case  no.   For  index, 
see  entry  247.  Hdw.  ,  t>-ped,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10|  x  4^  x  14. 
65  f.b,,  1835 — ,  closed  cases,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  501  f.b.,  1836 — , 
open  cases,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

252.  PROBATE  RECORD,  1836—.   95  v.  (A-Z,  27-96). 

Record  of  probated  estates,  containing  copies  of  wills,  bonds,  letters  of 
administration,  inventories,  notices,  petitions,  sale  bills,  and  reports 
of  e.dministering  persons.   Also  contains  Record  of  Heirship,  1836-1909, 
1923 — ,  entry  264;  Copartnership  Inventory  Record,  1930 — ,  entry  269;  and 
Insolvent  Estate  Record,  1914 — ,  entry  270.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.   1835-1900, 
hdw.;  1901—,  typed.   550  p.  18  x  13  x  3^.  V.  A-0„  1836-1900,  pro.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  R-Z,  27-96,  1901—,  pro. "clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

253.  MISCELLANEOUS  COURT  RECORDS,  1893--.   12  v.  (1-3,  3-5,  1893—; 
1-6,  1932—). 

Record  of  proceedings  in  probate  estates  including  copies  of  court  or- 
ders admitting  will  to  probate,  distributing  funds,  approving  funds,  ap- 
proving reports,  allowing  claims,  executing  deeds,  re-opening  cases,  and 
permitting  sale  of  real  estate.   Volume  3,  1910,  contains  proceedings  in 
probate  of  Chas.  K,  Deere  estate.   Also  contains  Sale  Record,  1933-34, 
entry  274,  and  Just  and  True  Account  and  Bond  Record,  1932 — ,  entry  282. 
Arr,  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index, 
see  entry  247.   1893-1910,  hdw.;  1911-31,  hdw.  and  typed;  1932—,  photo- 
stated.  600  p.  18  X  12|  X  3.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Wills,  Eonda^  Letters  (See  also 
entries  251,  252) 

254.  WILL  RECORD,  1837—.   27  v.  (A-Z,  27). 

Copies  of  wills  presented  for  probate,  showing  names  of  decedent,  heirs, 
and  executor,  provisions  and  date  of  will,  signature  of  decedent,  and 
date  of  filing;  includes  copies  of  proofs  of  v/ill  establishing  validity, 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  decedent;  for  sep.  in- 
dex, see  entry  247.   1837-1901,  hdw.;  1902-32,  typed;  1933 — ,  photostated. 
550  p.  18  xl3x  3.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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255.  EXSCUTORS'  PJICCRD,  1859—.   17  v.  (A-E,  1-12).   1839-58  in 
Bonds,  Oaths,  Letters,  Inventories,  entry  260. 

Copies  of  executors'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing  date  of 
petition,  names  of  estate,  executor,  and  sureties,  amount,  date,  and  condi- 
tion of  bond,  details  of  oath  and  letters  testamentary,  signature  of 
clerk,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.   1859-1922,  hdw.  on  pr. 
fm. ;  1923 — ,  tj-ped  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   V.  A-E,  1-4, 
1859-1922,  pro.  elk. 's'vlt.,  bsrat.;  v.  5-12,  1923--,  pro.  elk. ' s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

256.  ADMINISTRATORS'  RECORD,  1859—.   22  v.  (A-I,  1-12,  2).   1839-58 
in  Bonds,  Oaths,  Letters,  Inventories,  entry  260. 

Copies  of  administrators'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing 
date  of  petition,  names  of  estate,  administrator,  and  sureties,  amount 
and  conditions  of  bond,  details  of  oa.th,  court  order  authorizing  issuance 
of  letters  of  administration,  signatures  of  judge  and  clerk,  and  date  of 
filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  ngjne  of  estate;  for 
sep.  index,  see  entry  247.   1859-1914,  hdw.;  1915 — ,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
600  p.  18  X  12  X  2g.      V.  A-I,  1-6,  1859-1925,  pro.  elk.  ' s  vlt.,  bsmt.; 
V.  7-12,  2,  1926—^  pro.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

257.  GUARDIANS'  RECORD,  1859--.   9  v.  (A-H,  1859—;  1,  1931~) . 
1839-58  in  Bonds,  Oaths,  Letters,  Inventories,  entry  260. 

Copies  of  guardians'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing  names 
of  estate,  guardian,  minor  heirs,  and  sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obliga- 
tions of  bond,  date  of  filing,  and  signature  of  clerk.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  minor;  for  sep.  indexes,  see  entries 
247  and  258.   Hdw.  on  nr.  fm.   592  p.  18  x  13  x  3i.   Pro.  elk. ' s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

258.  GUARDIANS'  INDEX,  1859—.   1  v. 

Index  to  Guardians'  Record,  entry  257,  showing  names  of  minor  and  guard- 
ian, and  book  and  page  of  entry.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  minor.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  450  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Pro.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

259.  CONSERVATORS'  RECORD  ON  TRANSCRIPT,  1893—.   7  v.  (D,  F,  1893- 
1915;  1-5,  1911 — ).   1839-58  in  Bonds,  Oaths,  Letters,  Inven- 
tories, entry  260. 

Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  conservators,  showing 
names  of  conservator,  incompetent  person,  and  s\ireties,  amount  ?Jid  obli- 
gations of  bond,  details  of  oath  and  letters  of  appointment,  and  date  of 
filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  conservator; 
for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   410  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Pro.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  con- 
servators, see  entries  262  and  263. 
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250.  BONDS,  OATHS,  LETTERS,  INVEl-ITCRIES,  1839-58.   5  v. 
Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrators,  execu- 
tors, guardians,  and  conservators,  showing  names  of  estate,  administering 
person,  and  sureties,  amount  and  conditions  of  bond,  details  of  oath  and 
letters,  and  date  of  filing.  Executors'  Record,  entry  255;  Administra- 
tors' Record,  entry  256;  Guardians'  Record,  entry  257;  and  Conservators' 
Record  on  Transcript,  entry  259,  subsequently  kept  separately.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see 
entry  247.  Hdw.   300  p.  17|  x  lU  x  3.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

261.  RECORD  WILL  AlfflEXED,  1910--.   2  v.  (l,  C). 

Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrators  with 
will  annexed,  showing  names  of  estate,  administrator,  judge,  clerk,  at- 
torney, sureties,  and  heirs,  amount  and  conditions  of  bond,  and  date  of 
filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  decedent;  for 
sep.  index,  see  entry  247.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   580  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Pro. 
elk. ' s  vlt. ,  1st  f 1. 

262.  MISCELLAHECUS  BONDS  AND  LETTERS,  1884-1932.   2  v.  (A,  B) . 
Copies  of  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrators  de  bonis  non,  ad- 
ministrators with  will  annexed,  conservators,  and  guardians,  and  addi- 
tional bonds  of  administrators,  showing  names  of  estate,  administering 
person,  and  sureties,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  details  of  oath  and  let- 
ters, and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  administering  person;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.  Hdw.  en 
pr.  fm.   440  p.  18|  x  12  x  3^.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

263.  BOND  RECORD,  1913-31.   1  v. 

Copies  of  bonds  of  administrators,  conservators,  and  executors,  showing 
n.ames  of  administering  person,  estate,  and  sureties,  ajnount  and  condi- 
tions of  bond,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  administering  person;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   480  p.  18  x  12-|  x  2|.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Heirship 

264.  RECORD  OF  HEIRSHIP,    1910-22.      2  v.    (l,    2).      1836-1909,    1923— 
in  Probate  Record,    entry  252. 

Lists  of  lawful  heirs  and  court  orders  of  approval,  showing  date  and 
term  of  court,  names  of  estate  and  heirs,  addresses  of  heirs,  signature 
of  Judge,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  estate;  f c r  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.  Hdw.   560  p. 
18  X  12  X  3.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Inventories  and  Appraisements  (See 
also  entries  251,  252) 

265.  INTENTORY  RECORD,  1859  —  .   31  v.  (A-Z,  1-5).   1849-5f..in 
Record  of  Inventories,  Appraisements,  and  Sale  Bills,  entry  271. 

Record  of  inventories  of  estates,  showing  names  of  estate  and  adminis- 
tering person,  case  number,  itemized  list  of  real  and  personal  property, 
estimated  value  of  property,  administering  person's  oath,  approval  of 
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court,  signatxires  of  judge,  cleric,  and  administering  person,  and  dates  of 
inventory,  approval,  and  filing.  Also  contains  Conservators'  Inventory, 
1859-1910,  entry  267.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
estate;  for  sep,  index,  see  entry  247,   1859-1935,  hdw,  on  pr.  fm. ; 
1936—,  photostated.   500  p.  18  x  12^  x  3.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

266.  GUARDIAIIS'  INVEl'TORY,  1872--,   5  v,  (A,  1872-1921;  1-4,  1911—). 
Record  of  guardians'  inventories  of  mnors'  estates,  showing  names  of 
minors  and  guardian,  itemized  list  of  real  and  personal  property,  value 
of  each  item,  guardian's  oath,  signatures  of  judge,  clerk,  and  guardian, 
and  dates  of  inventory,  approval,  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  minor;  for  sep,  index,  see  entry  247,  1872-1931, 
hdw.  on  pr,  fm,;  1932 — ,  photostated.   500  p.  18  x  12  x  Z^,     Pro.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl, 

267.  CONSERVATORS'  IWTONTORY,  1911—,  4  v,  (1-4).   1859-1910  in 
Inventory  Record,  entry  265, 

Record  of  conservators'  inventories  of  estates  of  incompetents,  showing 
names  of  incompetent  and  conservator,  itemized  list  of  real  and  personal 
property,  value  of  each  item,  conservator's  oath,  signatures  of  judge, 
clerk,  and  conservator,  and  dates  of  inventory,  approval,  and  filing, 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph,  by  najp.e  of  conservator;  for  sep, 
index,  see  entry  247,   1911-30,  hdw,  on  pr,  fm,;  1931—,  photostated. 
480  p.  18  X  12  X  2^.  Pro,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

268.  APPRAISElffiNT  RECORD,  1859—,   14  v.  (A-H,  1-6).   1849-58  in 
Record  of  Inventories,  Appraisements,  and  Sale  Bills,  entry  2  71, 

Copies  of  appraisers'  reports  of  estimated  values  of  estates,  showing 
names  of  estate  and  appraiser,  itemized  list  of  all  estate  property,  ap- 
praised value  of  each  item,  total  appraised  value  of  estate,  order  of 
court  approval,  dates  of  appraisement,  approval,  and  filing,  and  signa- 
tures of  judge,  appraiser,  and  clerk.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing*   Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep,  index,  see  entry  247,   1859-1921,  hdw.; 
1922  —  ,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   600  p,  18  x  12  x  2^.  V.  A-H,  1,  2,  1859-1921, 
pro.  clk.'s  vlt,,  bsmt,;  v.  3-6,  1922  —  ,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  f  1 , 

269.  COPARTNERSHIP  EfTENTORY  PJSCORD,  1872-1929,  1  v,  1930—  in 
Probate  Record,  entry  252. 

Record  of  inventories  of  copartnerships  establishing  value  of  deceased 
partners  estate,  shovang  names  of  partners  and  administering  person, 
itemized  list  of  real  and  personal  property,  value  of  each  item,  approv- 
al of  coiort,  dates  of  inventory,  approval,  and  filing,  and  signatures  of 
administering  person,  judge,  and  clerk.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  firm;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.  Hdw.   570  p. 
18-|- X  12  X  2^,     Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

270.  INSOLVENT  ESTATE  RECORD,  1883-1913.   1  v.   1914—  in  Probate 
Record,  entry  252. 

Record  of  insolvent  estates,  showing  najnos  of  heirs,  administrator,  and 
estate,  inventory  and  appraisement  of  estate,  and  report  of  administra- 
tor declaring  estate  insolvent,  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  estate;  for  sep,  index,  see  entry  247.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm. 
450  p.  18  X  12  X  2.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


-   165  - 
Probate   Court  -  Proceedings  (271-274) 

of  Court 


271.      RECORD  OF  INVEiTTORIES,    APPP„\ISElJiENTS,    AND  SALE   BILLS,    1849-58. 

3  V, 

Copies  of  estate  inventories,  appraisements,  and  sale  bills,  showing  date 
of  filing,  itemized  list  of  real  and  personal  property,  value  of  each 
item,  list  and  value  of  property  sold,  name  of  purchaser,  amount  and  date 
of  sale,  and  signature  of  administering  officer.   Inventory  Record,  entry 
265;  Appraisement  Record,  entry  268,  and  Sale  Record,  entry  274,  subse- 
quently kept  separately,  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph,  by  name 
of  estate;  for  sep,  index,  see  entry  247,  Hdv/o  350  p*  172"  x  llo-  x  2, 
Pro,  elk, 's  vlt.,  bsm.t. 

Widows'  Relinquishment  and  Selec- 
tion  (See  also  entry  124[ix]) 

2  72.   JUST  AUD  TRUE  ACCOUNT  VnDOWS'  A7^APJD  AM)   SELECTION,  1882—. 

4  V,  (A,  B,  1,  l).   Title  varies:  Vfidows*  Relinquishm.ent, 
Record  of  widows'  property  selections  and  relinqidshments ,  showing  date, 
names  of  deceased  and  widov^r,  list  of  items  selected,  relinquished,  and 
allowed,  value  of  each  item,  total  value,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep,  index,  see 
entry  247.  1882-1934,  hdw^  en  pr.  fm.;  1935—,  photostated.   590. p. 

18  X  12  X  3.  Pre.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl« 

Petitions,  Decrees,  Reports  of 
Sale  (See  also  entries  251,  252) 

273,   REPORT  OF  SALE  OF  REAL  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY,  1935--. 
1  V.  (1). 
Copies  of  reports  of  real  and  personal  property  sales,  showing  names  of 
estate,  administering  person,  and  purchasers,  itemized  list  of  sold  art- 
icles, sale  price  of  each  item,  amounts  of  expenditures  incurred  for 
clerk  hire  and  advertising,  attestation  of  adirdnistering  person  and  date 
of  filing.  Also  contains  Sale  Record,  entry  274.  Arr,  by  date  of  fil- 
ing.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247, 
Photostated,   450  p,  18  x  12-^  x  2-|,   Pro,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

2  74,   SALE  RECORD,  1859-1932.  4  v.  (A-C,  C).   1849-58  in  Record  of 
Inventories,  Appraisements,  and  Sale  Bills,  entrj''  271;  1933-34 
in  Miscellaneous  Court  Records,  entry  253;  1935 —  in  Report  of 
Sale  of  Real  and  Personal  Property,  entry  2  73. 
Copies  of  personal  property  bills  of  sale,  showing  terms,  description, 
date  and  place  of  sale,  itemized  list  of  articles  purchased,  price  of 
each  item,  total  amount  of  sale,  names  of  estate,  administering  person, 
and  purchaser,  signatures  of  clerk  and  judge,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  nairie  of  estate;  for  sep,  index,  see 
entry  247.  Hdw.   569  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


-  Ibb  - 
Probate  Covirt  -  Proceedings  (275-278) 

of  Court 


275.  PSBSONAL  PROPT.TY  SAL'il  RECORD,  19ll4-29.   1  v. 

Record  of  personal  property  sold  at  private  sales,  including  copies  of 
petitions  for  sale,  court  orders  permitting  sales,  and  bills  of  sale, 
showing  itemized  list  of  articles  purchased,  price  of  each  item,  names  of 
purchasers,  estate,  and  administering  person,  total  amount  of  sale,  ac- 
nroval  of  court,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  2U7.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
29U  p.  18  X  12  X  2t.   Pro.  elk. ' s  vlt. .  1st  fl. 

276.  RSAL  T-STATI]  R"5C0RD,  185^-88.   U  v.  (3  not  lettered,  B"). 
Copies  of  petitions  for  sale  of  real  estate  and  administering  persons' 
reports  of  sales,  showing?  nam.es  of  estate,  administering  officer,  and 
judge,  dates  of  -Detition  and  sale,  legal  description  of  proDerty,  terms 
and  amount  of  sale,  signatures  of  judge  and  clerk,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index, 
see  entry  2U7.   Hdw.   5OO  p.  Igf  x  12  x  2i.   2  v.  not  lettered,  I85O-66, 
V.  B,  1876-82,  pro.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  bsmt. ;  1  v.  not  lettered,  I867-75,  pro. 


Reports,  Current  and  Final 
Accounts  (See  also  entries 
251,  252) 

277.  CUPJIUNT  REPORTS,  1850-92,  I9IO— .   7  v.  (A,  1  not  labeled.  A, 

3,  1,  1,  2).   Title  varies:  Reports  of  Distribution.   1893-19^9 

in  Report  Record,  entry  279- 
Ccpies  cf  periodic  reports  of  administering  persons  regarding  financial 
status  of  estates,  showing  names  of  estate  and  administering  person, 
itemized  list  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  date  and  amount  of  each  item, 
names  of  payers  and  payees,  purposes  of  receipts  and  expendi t'jres,  bal- 
ance on  hand,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  2U7.   I85O-8O,  hdw.;  1881-92, 
I91O-3U,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1935 — '  photostated.   I85O-8O,  binding  and  paper 
poor.   450  -  560  p.  17  X  11  x  2i,-  18  x  12^^  x  3.   V.  A,  1  net  labeled, 
I85O-8O,  pro.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  A,  3,  1,  1,  2,  1881-92,  1910—,  cro. 
elk. ' s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

278.  ^^UARDIAI^S'  REPORT  RECORD,  1886—.   I3  v.  (l,  1-10.  1,  2), 
Copies  of  guardians'  periodic  and  final  reports  of  financial  status  of 
minors'  estates,  showing  names  of  minor  and  guardian,  itemized  list  of 
receipts  and  expenditures,  date  and  amoiint  of  each  item,  balance  on  hand, 
date  of  filing,  and  signature  of  guardian.   Arr.  by  date  of  renort. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  minor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  2U7.   1886-1931> 
hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;  1<;^32~,  photostated.   5U0  p.  18  x  12-5-  x  2^.      V.  1, 
1-10,  I886-I93I,  pro.  clK. 'svlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  1,  2,  1932—,  pro.  elk. 's 
off.,  1st  fl. 


-  167  - 
Pro"bate  Court  -  Dockets  (279-283) 

279.  REPORT  RECORD.  1887—.   27  v.  (6-13,  1887-1914;  1-19,  1905—). 
Copies  of  adninistering  persons'  final  reports  concerning  financial  status 
of  estates,  showing  date  of  report,  names  of  administering  person  and  es- 
tate, itemized  list  of  receipts  and  distursements,  "balance  due  estate, 
balance  on  hand,  and  signature  of  administering  person.   Also  contains 
Current  Reports.  1893-1909,  entry  277,  and  Administrators'  and  Executors' 
Report,  1887-1910,  entry  280.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.   1887-1914,  hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.;  1905-34,  hdw.;  1935—,  photostated.   583  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Pro.  elk.  '  s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

280.  ADMINISTRATORS'  AND  EXECUTORS'  REPORT,  1911—.   2  v.  (l,  2). 
1887-1910  in  Report  Record,  entry  279. 

Copies  of  administrators'  and  executors'  reports  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, showing  names  of  estate,  administering  person,  payers,  and  payees, 
itemized  list  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  date  and  amount  of  each  item, 
total  receipts  and  expenditures,  balance  on  hand,  date  of  filing,  and 
signature  of  administering  person.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   490  p. 
18  X  12i  X  2^.  Pre.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

281.  CONSERVATORS'  REPORT  RECORD,  1918—.   4  v.  (l-4). 

Copies  of  conservators'  annual  reports  of  receipts  and  expend! t\ires,  show- 
ing names  of  incompetent  and  conservator,  itemized  list  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, date  and  amount  of  each  item,  purpose  of  transactions,  names 
of  payees  and  payers,  total  receipts  and  disbursements,  balance  on  hand, 
date  of  filing,  and  signature  of  conservator.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  incompetent;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247. 
1918-31,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1932--,  photostated.  580  p.  18  x  12  x  2k.      Fro. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

282.  JUST  AND  TRUE  ACCOUNT  AND  BOND  RECORD.  1899-1931.   2  v.  (l,2). 
1932 —  in  Miscellaneous  Court  Records,  entry  253. 

Copies  of  periodic  reports  submitted  by  administrators,  showing  date  of 
report,  names  of  estate,  administrator,  claimajits,  payers,  and  payees, 
amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  balance  due  estate,  recapitula- 
tion, and  date  of  filing;  includes  copies  of  bonds  of  administrators  for 
sale  of  real  estate.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  247.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   478  p. 
18i  X  12  x  2|.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Dockets 

283.  JUD:>E'S  DOCKET,  1859 — .   36  v.  (5  not  numbered,  3-20,  1-13). 
Docket  of  closed  probate  cases,  shewing  names  of  estate,  administering 
person,  and  attorneys,  dates  of  death,  filing  will  for  probate,  appoint- 
ment of  administering  person,  inventory  and  appraisement,  and  reports  of 
administering  person,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  and  dates  and  notations 

of  court  orders,   Arr.  by  date  of  filing  will  for  probate.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  12  x  15  x  2.   5  v.  not 
n\imbered,  v.  3-20,  1-8,  1859-1924,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  9-13, 
1925 — ,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  open  probate  cases,  1923 — ,  see  entry  284. 


-  168  - 
Probate  Co\irt  -  Dockets  (234-289) 


284.  PROBATE  JUDGE'S  DOCKET,  1923—.   7  v. 

Docket  of  open  probate  cases,  showing  docket  number,  date  of  filing  will 
for  probate,  names  of  estate  esiA.   administering  person,  dates  ?Jid  nota- 
tions of  court  orders,  dates  of  filing  reports,  and  bock  PJid  page  of  rec- 
ord.  Arr.  by  docket  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   500  p. 
17  X  13  X  3.   Pro.  elk. ' s  off.,  1st  fl. 

For  closed  probate  cases,  1859 — ,  see  entry  283. 

285.  DOCKET  OF  CLAIMS,  1849—.   10  v.  (l  not  labeled,  A-D,  1-5). 
Title  varies:  Judgment  Docket. 

Probate  claim  docket  showing  names  of  claimant  and  estate,  nature,  num- 
ber, and  pjnount  of  claim,  date  of  filing  claim,  and  notation  of  court  or- 
ders.  1349-81,  arr,  by  claim  no.;  1882—,  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
For  index,  1849-81,  see  entry  286;  1832—,  no  index.   1849-55,  hdw.; 
1856 — ,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  -  600  p.  17  x  II5  x  2  -  18  x  12  x  3. 
1  V.  not  labeled,  v.  A-D,  1,  2,  1849-1912,  pro.  elk. '  s  vlt. ,  bsmt.; 
V.  3-5,  1913—,  pro.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

286.  INDEX  TO  PROBATE  (Claim  Docket),  1849-81.   1  v. 

Index  to  Docket  of  Claims,  entry  235,  showing  najnes  of  claimant  and  es- 
tate, date  of  filing  claim,  docket  num.ber,  and  book  and  page  of  entry. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  claimant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   30  p.  18  x  13  x  -g-. 
pro.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

287.  DOCKET  OF  SETTLEl.SNTS  DUE,  1878-82.   1  v. 

Docket  of  administering  persons'  settlements  due  in  probate  cases,  show- 
ing name  of  estate,  name  and  address  of  administering  person,  and  dates 
when  report  due  and  of  approval.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   500  p.  16  x  11  x  2|.  Fro.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

288.  PROBATE  BLOTTER  (Claims  Docket),  1850-77.   7  v. 

Probate  blotter  showing  names  of  estate,  claimant,  and  witnesses,  amount 
and  nature  of  claim,  date  of  filing  claim,  and  amounts  of  cost  and  judg- 
ment. Arr.  by  dp.te  of  entry.  1850-73,  no  index;  1874-77,  indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  Paper  poor.  450  p.  17  x  ll|  x  3.  Pro.  elk. ' s 
vlt. ,  bsmt. 

289.  PROBATE  ESTATE  DOCKET,  1852-72.   1  v. 

Docket  of  estates  in  probate  court,  showing  naxies  of  estate  and  adminis- 
tering person,  date  of  letters,  amount  of  bond,  names  of  sureties  pjid 
heirs,  and  date  of  filing  will.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing  will.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.   Paper  poor.   450  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Fro. 
elk. ' s  vlt. ,  bsmt. 


-  169  -. 
Probate  Court  -  Fee  Books;  (290-2S4) 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

Fee  Books 

290.  CONSERVATORS'  FEE  BOOK,  1889—.   4  v.  (l,  2,  1,  2).   Title 
varies:  Insane  and  Conservators.   1847-88  in  Probate  Fee 
Book,  entry  293. 

Record  of  fees  earned  and  received  in  cases  of  conservatorships,  showing 
names  of  incompetent  and  conservator,  itemized  list  of  fees,  total  amount 
of  fees,  and  date  and  amount  of  payment.  Also  contains  Insanity  Fee  Book, 
1889-1907,  entry  225.   Arr.  by  date  of  initial  fee.   Indexed  alph,  by  name 
of  incompetent.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,   450  p.  18^  x  12  x  3.   V.  1,  2, 
1889-1910,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  1,  2,  1911—,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.. 
1st  fl. 

291.  ADIvlINISTRATORS'  AND  EXECUTORS '  FEE  BOOK,  1911--.   13  v. 
1847-1910  in  Probate  Fee  Book,  entry  293. 

Record  of  fees  charged  eind  received  in  probating  estates,  showing  names 
of  estate,  judge,  and  administering  person,  itemized  list  of  fees,  total 
amount  of  fees,  and  date  and  amount  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  initial 
fee.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   588  p, 
18  X  13  X  3^.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

292.  GUARDIANS'  FES  BOOK,  1911—.   2  v.  (1,  2).   1847-1910  in  Probate 
Fee  Book,  entry  293. 

Record  of  fees  collected  in  probate  court  in  guardianship  cases,  showing 
date  and  amount  of  guardian's  bond,  date  of  oath,  names  of  minor,  guard- 
iaji,  and  sureties,  itemized  list  of  fees,  and  date  of  payment.  Arr,  by 
date  of  initial  fee.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  guardian.   Hdw.   290  p, 
18|  X  12  X  3.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

293.   PROBATE  FEE  BOOK,  1847-1910.   14  v.  (l  not  lettered,  A,  B,  B-L). 
Record  of  fees  charged  and  collected  in  probate  cases,  showing  case  num- 
ber, names  of  estate  and  administering  person,  itemized  list  of  fees, 
date  and  amount  of  each  fee,  total  fees,  and  date  and  amount  of  payment. 
Also  contains  Conservators'  Fee  Book,  1847-88,  entry  290,  including  In- 
sanity Fee  Book,  entry  225.  Administrators'  and  Executors'  Fee  Book,  en- 
try 291,  and  Guardians'  Fee  Book,  entry  292,  subsequently  kept  separately. 
Arr.  by  date  of  initial  fee.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw,  under 
pr.  hdgs.   450  p.  18  x  12  x  2^.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsnt. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures 

294,   CASH  BOOK  AND  FEE  REGISTER,  1911—.   6  v.  (l,  2,  1  not  numbered, 
2-4).  1888-1910  in  Coimty  Clerk's  Register  of  Fees,  entry  118. 
Register  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  showing  date,  amount,  and  purpose 
of  receipt,  fee  book  and  page  of  entry,  and  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of 
disbursement.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr, 
hdgs.   450  p.  18  X  12  X  2-|.   V.  1,  2,  1  not  numbered,  1911-24,  pro.  clk.'s 
vlt,,  bsmt.;  v.  2-4,  1925 — ,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


170  - 

(Next   entry  295,    p.    176) 


VI.   CIRCUIT  COURT 


The  circuit  court  has  original  Jurisdiction  of  all  causes  in  law 
and  equity  and  acts  as  a  court  of  appeals  in  probate  matters  and  causes 
cognizable  by  the  county  court  and  justices  of  the  peace.   In  addition, 
it  is  one  of  the  courts  capable  of  having  naturalization  jurisdiction 
according  to  Federal  statutes. 

Originally,  the  circuit  court  was  held  in  Rock  Island  County  by 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court. "^  In  1835  the  judiciary  was  reorganized 
and  a  circuit  judge  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  dis- 
trict serving  Rock  Island  County.   All  of  the  laws  requiring  Supreme 
Court  justices  to  hold  circuit  courts  were  repealed  by  this  legisla- 
tion.  The  new  plan  of  organization  was  in  effect  for  a  brief  period  of 
six  years,  for  in  1841  additional  associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
were  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  justices, 
together  with  the  other  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  held  the  circuit 
courts.^  Then  in  1849  another  change  was  made  in  accordance  with  the 
second  constitution  which  provided  for  the  election  of  circuit  judges  by 
the  judicial  district  electorate.^  The  Constitution  of  1870  altered  the 
circuit  districts  and  established  population  requirements  for  counties 
that  may  comprise  a  circuit.'^  From  1849  to  the  present  the  circuit 
judges  have  been  elected  officers  of  the  judicial  district  electorate. 
The  fourteenth  circuit  is  made  up  of  four  counties,  one  of  which  is 
Rock  Island. 8 

Three  circuit  judges  who  serve  for  six-year  terms  are  elected  for  the 
district.   Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  each  circuit 
judge  is  required  to  subscribe  to  an  oath  which  he  files  with  the  Secretary 
of  State. ^  The  salary  for  those  circuit  court  judges  elected  after  the 
first  Monday  of  June,  1933  was  set  at  $7,200,  and  for  those  elected  after 


1. 

Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec. 

,  12;  L. 1871-72, 

p.  109;  R.S.1874, 

p.  344;  L.1895,  p.  189;  L.1933,  p. 

688;  L.1935,  p. 

1. 

2. 

2  U.S.S.L.  155;  U.S.R.S. 1789-1874, 
U.S.S.L.  737;  44  U.S.S.L.  709. 

p.  378-80;  34  U, 

.S.S.L.'  596;  37 

3. 

R.L.1829,  p.  48. 

4. 

L.1835,  p.  150,151. 

5. 

L.1841,  p.  173;  R.S.1845,  p.  143. 

6. 

Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec. 

7,15. 

7. 

Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec, 

.  13. 

8. 

L.1933,  p.  436. 

9. 

Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec. 

.  12;  L.1933,  p. 

436. 
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the  first  Monday  of  June,  1939  the  anount  was  increased  to  $8,000.   The 
salaries  are  paid  from  the  state  treasury. 

The  hearings  of  several  of  the  election  contests  are  held  'before 
this  court.   Jurisdiction  is  granted  to  the  court  to  hear  and  determine 
contests  of  the  election  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  judges  of  the 
circuit  court,  and  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization;  "but  no 
judge  of  the  circuit  coiort  is  allowed  to  sit  upon  the  hearing  of  any 
casv3  in  which  he  is  a  party. 2  The  circuit  court  also  hears  and  deter- 
mines the  election  contests  of  some  of  the  local  and  county  officos. 
These  include  contests  of  judge  of  the  county  court,  mayors  of  cities, 
president  of  the  county  hoard,  presidents  of  villages,  elections  in  ref- 
erence to  removal  of  county  seats  and  in  reference  to  pjiy  other  subject 
which  may  "be  suhmitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  of  the  county.   The  cir- 
cuit court  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  county  court  in  cases  of 
contested  elections  under  the  latter' s  jurisdiction. 3 

Included  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  are  also  appeals 
from  the  Illinois  Commerce  Comm.ission' s  rules,  regulations,  orders,  or 
decisions.   Such  appeals  may  he  taken  to  the  circuit  court  serving  Rock 
Islajid  County  when  the  subject  matter  of  the  hearing  is  situated  in  this 
county.   The  appeal  may  be  heard  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  reasonable- 
ness or  lawfulness  of  the  rule,  regulation,  order,  or  decision  inquired 
into  and  determined. 4 

To  expedite  the  handling  of  litigation,  a  branch  circuit  court  may 
be  held  at  the  same  time  that  the  main  or  regular  circuit  court  for  Rock 
Island  Coxinty  is  in  session.   A  branch  court  is  held  by  ajiy  circuit  judge 
or  by  a  judge  of  any  other  circuit  called  in  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
and  deciding  motions  and  settling  the  issues  in  any  or  all  causes  pending 
in  the  circuit  court,  and  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  chancery  causes  and 
cases  at  law  which  are  pending  in  such  court  for  that  term.   The  presiding 
judge  of  the  main  circuit  court  assigns  to  the  branch  court  as  many  of  the 
law  and  chancery  cases  as  the  presiding  judge  of  the  branch  court  will  pos- 
sibly have  time  to  hear. 5 


1.  L.1953,  p.  621;  L.1957,  p.  189,606.   In  1835  the  salary  of  the  circuit 
judge  was  $750  per  annum  (L.1835,  p.  167).   The  Constitution  of  1870 
set  the  salary  at  $3,000  until  otherwise  provided  by  law  (Constitution 
of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  16).   A  few  of  the  other  changes  were:  from 
1919  to  1925  for  judges  elected  during  this  period,  *6,500;  for  the 
period  1925  to  1933,  those  elected  received  $8,000  per  year  (L.1919,  p. 
553,554;  L.1925,  p.  400;  L.1931,  p.  148). 

2.  L.1899.  p.  152. 

3.  L. 1871-72.  p.  396;  L.1895,  p.  170. 

4.  L.1921,  p.  742,743. 

5.  L. 1873-74,  p.  82,83;  L.1905,  p.  146. 
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Also,  to  aid  in  the  speedy  adninistration  of  justice,  the  judges,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  may  "by   an  order  entered  of  record  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  dispense  with  either  or  "both  the  grand  and 
petit  juries  for  any  tern  or  part  of  term  of  the  circuit  court,  and  may 
designate  vjhat  term  or  portion  thereof  shall  he  devoted  to  criminal  busi- 
ness, and  Tfhat  term  or  portion  thereof  to  civil  'business,-'- 

Each  of  the  three  judges  of  the  circuit  court  is  authorized  to  ap- 
point one  official  shorthand  reporter.   This  appointee  is  required  to  "be 
skilled  in  verbatim  reporting  and  is  not  alloT?ed  to  hold  more  than  one 
such  official  appointment.   The  a.pr)Ointraont  is  in  v/riting  and  is  required 
to  be  filed  in  "the  office  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts.   The  reporter 
holds  office  until  his  appointment  is  revoked  by  the  appointing  judge  or 
until  the  termination  of  the  judge's  term.   Tfhen  the  official  reporter  is 
absent  or  disabled,  the  presiding  judge  may  appoint  any  other  competent 
reporter  to  act  during  such  absence  or  disability.   The  substitute  is 
paid  for  his  services  by  the  official  reporter.  The  reporter  causes  full 
stenographic  notes  of  the  evidence  in  all  trials  before  the  court  to  be 
taken  dovm  and  transcript  of  the  same  to  be  correctly  made  if  desired  by 
either  party  to  the  suit,  their  attorneys,  or  the  judg;e  of  the  court. 
Each  of  the  reporters  receives  and  is  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury  an 
rnnual  salary  of  $3,240.   The  salaries  are  paid  out  m.onthly  on  the  war- 
rant of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts. ^ 

The  probation  officer  for  adult  probationers  is  an  appointee  of  the 
circuit  court. *^  Kis  services  extend  throughout  the  county.   Courts  ex- 
ercising criminal  or  quasi-criminal  jurisdiction  are  given  power  to  re- 
lease on  probation,  adult  or  juvenile  offenders  found  guilty  of  commit- 
ting certain  specified  offenses.^  In  the  performance  of  his  prescribed 
duties,  the  probation  officer  principally  serves  the  county  and  circuit 
courts.   He  is  required  to  give  bend  as  determined  by  the  circuit  court 
in  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5, COO  and  is  subject  to  the  rules  of  and  removal 
by  the  appointing  court. °  Rock  Island  County  is  allowed  two  probation  of- 
ficers under  the  allowance  of  one  for  ea.ch  fifty  thousand,  or  fraction 
thereof,  of  population. ° 

The  probation  officer  is  compensated  at  a  rate  determined  by  the 
county  board.   In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  he  is  required  to  inves- 
tigate the  cases  of  defendants  requesting  probation;  notify  the  court  of 
previous  conviction  or  probation;  make  reports  to  the  respective  courts; 


1.  L.1855,   p.   167,168;    L.1935,   p.   441,442. 

2.  L.1935,    p.    463,464. 

3.  L.1911,   p.   280. 

4.  Ibid,,    p.    277. 

5.  Ibid.,   p.   280,281;    1.1915,   p.    380,381. 

6.  L.1915,   p.    380.      School   census   to  be  basis   for   determining  population. 
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keep- a  set  of  records  as  descri"bed  below;  talze   charge  of,  and  watch  over, 
all  persons  placed  on  rrotation  in  his  county,  and  all  probationers  mov- 
ing from  another  county  into  his  county.   Ee  is  also  required  to  notify 
probation  officers  in  other  co^anties  of  any  probationers  under  his  super- 
vision who  mr.y  move  into  those  ccionties.-'- 

The  reports  made  by  the  probation  officer  to  the  courts  are  kept  by 
the  clerk  in  the  respective  cases.   The  courts'  probation  records  include 
orders  granting  or  refusing  release  on  probation,  probationers'  bonds,  the 
reports  of  probation  officers  noted  above,  and  discharge  of  probaticners. 

The  probation  cfficer  is  required  to  keep  complete  accurate  records 
of  investigated  cases,  including  descriptions  of  the  investigated  persons, 
the  action  of  the  court,  and  the  subsequent  history  of  probationers. 
These  are  records  open  to  inspection  by  any  judge  or  by  any  probation  cf- 
ficer pursuant  to  a  court  order  and  are  not  public  records. 2 

Unlike  the  .judges  of  the  circuit  court  v7ho  are  elected  by  the  judicial 
district  electorate,  the  clerk  of  this  court  is  elected  by  the  county  elec- 
torate.^   This  official  performs  the  ministerial  duties  of  the  circuit 
court  of  F.cck  Island  County  and  files  and  preserves  its  records  as  well  as 
those  of  the  branch  circuit  courts.^  He  is  commissioned  by  the  &overnor 
and  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  gives  bond  with  sure- 
ties vrhich  are  approved  by  any  t^o  of  the  judges  of  the  court.   His  bond 
is  given  in  the  s'on   of  not  less  than  $6,000  as  agreed  upon  by  the  judges. 
The  oath  to  which  he  s\ibscribes  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State. ^ 
If  a  vacancy  occults  in  this  office  and  the  unexpired  term  does  not  exceed 
one  year,  the  court  is  required  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  appointment  of  a 
clerk  pro  tempore.   The  appointee  is  then  rec^uired  to  qualify  for  office 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.   Tnen  the  appointment 
is  made,  the  covjrt  notifies  the  C-overnor  of  the  filled  vacancy.   The  Gov- 
ernor in  turn,  as  soon  as  practicable,  issues  a  writ  of  election  for  the 
circuit  court  clerk. *^ 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  was  first  appointed  by  the  circuit 
judge  in  F.ock  Island  County."^  He  kept  a  record  of  all  the  oaths  that  he 


1.  L.1911,   p.   2ei,233;    La915,   p.   581,332. 

2.  L.1911,    p.    277-84;    L.1915,    p.    378-34. 

3.  Constitution  of  1848,    Art.   V,    sec.    7,21,29;    Constitution  of  1870, 
Art.  X,    sec.   8. 

4.  L.1905,   p.    147. 

5.  H.S.1574,    p.    260. 

6.  L. 1875-74,    o.    95. 

7.  Constitution  of  1818,    Art.    IV,    sec.    6;   R.L.1853,   p.    152;   R.S.1845, 
p.    146. 
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administered  and  certified  a  copy  annually  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  clerk  preserved  a  complete  record  of  all  proceedings  and  determina- 
tions of  the  court  of  which  he  vras  clerk. 2  At  each  term  of  the  circuit 
court,  the  clerk  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the  treatment  of  prisoners 
and  was  required  to  see  that  all  prisoners  were  humanely  treated.   This 
authority  was  in  later  years,  and  is  at  present,  delegated  to  the  circuit 
court. 4  One  of  the  early  requisites  of  this  office  was  for  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  to  reside  near  the  county  seat  in  order  that  he  could 
attend  to  his  duties  daily.   In  the  event  that  it  were  not  possible  for 
him  to  be  in  daily  attendance,  the  presiding  judge  was  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy.^ The  Constitution  of  1848  made  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
an  elective  officer  of  the  county  with  a  four-year  term.   This  arrange- 
ment has  continued  until  the  present." 

The  clerk  is  able  to  perform  the  several  duties  of  his  office  with 
the  aid  of  his  staff  which  consists  of  assistants  and  deputy  clerks  who 
are  appointed  by  him.  in  a  number  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court. 
This  order  is  entered  as  of  record  and  the  compensation  of  such  assis- 
tants and  deputies  is  set  by  the  county  board." 

Among  the  records  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  circuit  court  are  the 
following. 

1.   Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments 
of  the  court  with  alphabetical  indexes  by  parties. 
Proceedings  are  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases 
designated  by  law,  or  when  the  court  at  the  motion 
and  assumption  of  expense  by  one  of  the  parties,  so 
orders.   In  practice,  from  an  early  date  the  court 
record  has  been  broken  down  into  segregated  types 
of  proceedings  and  judgments. 


1.  L.1819,  p.  349. 

2.  R.L.1829,  p.  44;  R.L.1853,  p.  152;  R.S.1845,  p.  147. 

3.  R.L.1827,  p.  248. 

4.  R.S.1874,  p.  616;  L.1923,  p.  424. 

5.  R.L.1829,  p.  35. 

6.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  29;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X, 
sec.  9 . 

7.  L.1851.  p.  49;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

8.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

9.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to'  the  circuit  court, 
subject  to  rules  promulgated  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  net  inconsist- 
ent with  statutory  requirements,  to  make  such  rules  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  regulating  dockets  and  calendars  of  said  court  (L.1933, 

p.  736). 
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2.  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and  "Defend- 
ant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  P.ecords,  "  intented  to  be  sep- 
arate records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single  volume 
with  the  two  indexes  segregated  in  each  vol'ome. 

3.  A  general  docket  in  which  all  suits  are  entered  in  the 
order  they  are  commenced. 

h.      A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  column  for 
the  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  discostion.   In  prac- 
tice, an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  utd  independently. 

5.  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's,  Judge's,  and 
bar  docket.  In  -practice,  the  bar  docket  has  tended  to  drop 
out  of  use. 

6.  A  fee  book  in  which  costs  and  fees  are  to  be  entered  under 
the  proper  title  of  the  case.   In  practice,  serarate  series 
of  volumes  are  maintained  under  such  titles  of  causes. 

7.  Transcripts  of  -Droceedings  in  apoeals  from  justices',  city,- 
and  foreign  courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcricts  of 
judgments  for  liens,  etc.,  from  the  former.   Se-parate  well- 
bound  books  are  required  to  be  kept  for  each  city  court. 
These  books  are  to  contain  an  alphabetical  docket  of  all 
judgment  decrees  rendered  in  the  city  court.   They  also  pro- 
vide for  entry  of  data  relating  to  the  filing  of  the  tran- 
script with  the  corresponding  number  of  the  transcript. ^ 

S.  Natiiralization  proceedings  from,  petitions  to  final  certifi- 
cates; Federal  statutes  allow  the  circuit  court  to  exercise 
jurisdiction. 

9.   Reports  to  the  court  from  its  designated  masters  in  chancery, 
the  state's  attorne;/-,  and  the  coroner's  inquest  juries. 

10.  Jury  venires,  summonses,  certificates,  etc. 

11.  Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determinations. 
These  documents  are  of  particular  importance  because  in  a 
large  niomber  of  cases  the  complete  proceedings  are  not  spread 
on  court  record. 

12.  Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  jail,  contain- 
ing a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody,  showing  causes 
of  commitment  and  names  of  persons  by  whom  committed. 2 


1.  R.^.IS/U,    p.    3U7:   L.19OI.    p.    136,137. 

2.  R.L.1827,    p.    217;  R.S.lgl^^,    p.    323-26,    UlU,  Ul8,Ul9,5l8;   L.I865,    p.    79. 
80;  H.S.187U,  p.  262,263,339,616;  L.1895,  p.  217;  1.1^33,  p.  UU2,67g; 
2  U.s.S.L.    153-55:   U.S.P   S.1789-187U,    p.    378-80;   3U  TI.s.S.L.    596-607. 
709,710;    U5  U.S.S.L.    15lU,1515. 
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Proceedings  of  Court 

295.  IKDZX  TO  LAW,  PLAINTIFP-DSFEIIDJil-IT,  1857—.   6  v.  (l  not  numtered, 
2,  plaintiff;  1  not  numbered,  2,  defendant;  2  not  numbered,  plain- 
tiff-defendant). Title  varies:  Index  to  Court  Record. 

Index  to  La^v  (Files),  entry  296;  Law  Records,  entry  297;  and  coramcn  law 
cases  as  entered  in  Fee  Book,  Civil  and  Criminal,  entry  329,  showing 
case  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  type  of  action,  tnrm  date 
of  case  commencement,  ejid  "book  and  page  of  record  and  fee  book.   Arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendfjit.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   400  - 
600  p.  18  X  12  X  3  -  18  X  18  X  4.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

296.  LAW  (Files),  1834~.   376  f.b. 

Files  of  original  papers  in  common  law  cases,  including  summonses,  cita- 
tions, petitions,  bonds,  affidavits,  subpoenas,  instructions  to  jury,  writs, 
pleas,  stipulations,  and  orders  and  decrees  of  court.   Arr.  by  case  no. 
1834-56,  no  index;  for  index,  1857 — ,  see  entry  295.   Hdw. ,  typed,  and 
hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13  -  12  x  17  x  35.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 

297.  LAW  RECORDS,  1834~.   32  v.  (I-6,  6-3l). 

Record  of  proceedings  in  common  law  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  case  number,  term  of  court,  date  of  proceedings, 
nature  of  cases,  and  orders  of  court.   Also  contains  Criminal  Record, 
1834-57,  entry  307.   Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  index,  1857 — ,  see  entry  295.  1854-1930.  hdw.; 
1931—,  typed.   600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

298.  3RA2JCH  COURT  LAW  RECORDS,    19C9— .      3  v.    (l-3). 

Record  of  proceedings  in  branch  court  of  common  law  cases,  showing  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  nature  of  case,  case  nximter,  term 
of  court,  date  of  proceedings,  court  orders,  and  disposition  of  case. 
Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.   Tj'ped. 
650  p.  18^  X  12  X  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

299.  INDEX  TO  COURT  RECORDS,  CHANCERY,  1842—.   6  v.  (l,  2,  1  not 
numbered,  plaintiff;  1,  2,  1  not  mambered,  defendant). 

Index  to  (Chajicery  Files),  entry  300;  Chancery  Record,  entry  301;  and 
chancery  cases  as  entered  in  Fee  Book,  Civil  end   Criminal,  entry  329, 
showing  case  number,  r.am.es  of  plaintiff  ajid  defendant,  tj'pe  of  action, 
tern  date  of  case  commencement,  and  book  and  page  of  record  and  fee  book. 
Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendrJit.   Hdw.  -under  pr.  hdgs. 
500  p.  18  X  18  X  4.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

300.  (CHANCERY  FILES),  1842—.   626  f.b. 

Files  of  original  papers  in  chpx.cery  cases,  including  summonses, 
citations,  petitions,  bonds,  affidavits,  subpoenas,  defendants'  answers, 
writs  of  habeas  corpus,  bills  for  divorce,  final  orders  of  reversal, 
instructions  to  jury,  stipulations,  additional  counts  and  declarations, 
bills  of  complaints,  and  orders  and  decrees  of  court.  Arr.  by  case  no. 
For  index,  see  entry  299.   Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm, 
10  X  5  X  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
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of  Court 


301.  CHMCEKY  RECOKD,  1842—.   69  v.  (l-69). 

Record  of  proceedings  in  chancery  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  de- 
fendant, and  attorneys,  case  num"ber,  date  of  proceedings,  nature  of  case, 
court  orders,  and  disposition  of  case.   Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings. 
For  index,  see  entry  299.   1842-95,  hdw.  ;  1896—,  typed.   552  p. 
18^  X  12  X  3.   Cir.  c Ik. ' s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

302.  BEANCH  COURT  CHANCERY  EECCED,  1909--.   8  v.  (l-S). 
Proceedings  of  chancery  cases  in  branch  court,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  nature  of  action,  case  number,  term  of  court, 
date  of  proceedings,  court  orders,  and  disposition  of  case.   Arr.  by  date 
cf  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Typed.   600  p. 

18|  X  12  X  3.   Cir.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

303.  INDEX  TO  COURT  RECORDS,  CRIMINAL,  1858--.   2  v.  (l,  2). 
Index  to  (Criminal  Documents),  entry  304;  Criminal  Record,  entry  307; 
and  criminal  cases  as  entered  in  Fee  Bock,  Civil  and  Criminal,  entry  329, 
showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  case  number,  type  of  action, 
term  and  date  of  commencement,  and  book  and  page  of  record  and  fee  book. 
Arr.  alph.  by  nam.e  cf  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   450  p. 

18  X  12  x  3.   Cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

304.  (CRIMINAL  DOCUMENTS),  1834--.   144  f.b. 

Original  documents  in  criminal  cases,  including  summonses,  warrants, 
affidavits,  bail  bonds,  instructions  to  Jury,  Jury  verdicts,  appeals, 
probation  reports,  and  orders  of  court.   Also  contains  (Criminal  In- 
dictments), 1834-1900,  1902 — ,  entry  305.   Arr.  by  case  no.   For  index, 
see  entry  303.   Hdw. ,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13. 
Cir.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  3rd  fl. 

305.  (CRIMINAL  INDICTMENTS),  1901.   1  f.b.   1834-1900,  1902—  in 
(Criminal  Documents),  entry  304. 

Criminal  indictments  returned  by  grand  Jury,  showing  date,  case  number, 
nature  of  action,  names  of  indicted  person  and  witnesses  for  state,  and 
date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  cf  filing.   No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on 
pr.  fm.   10  X  3  X  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

306.  SUPPRESSED  INDICTMENTS,  1873-1901.   1  f.b. 

Suppressed  indictments  returned  by  grand  Jury.   This  file  is  not  open 
to  public  inspection.   10  x  3  x  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

307.  CRIMINAL  RECORD,  1858—.   20  v.  (l  not  numbered,  2-20).   1834- 
57  in  Law  Records,  entry  297. 

Record  cf  proceedings  in  criminal  cases,  shewing  name  of  defendant, 
cause,  term  date,  case  number,  date  of  proceedings,  notations  of  court 
orders,  and  disposition  of  case.   Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  defendant?  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  303.   1858-97, 
hdw.;  1898 — ,  typed.   600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   1  v.  not  numbered,  v.  2, 
1858-76,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  3-20,  1877 — ,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 
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of  Court 


308..  EXECUTION,  1840—.   25  f."b. 
Executions  of  judgment,  showing  case  and  execution  numTsers,  amounts  of 
fines,  costs,  sheriff's  fees,  and  judgment,  dates  of  execution  and  fil- 
ing, names  of  defendant,  sheriff,  clerk,  and  witness,  and  certificate 
of  sheriff's  return.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Kdw.  and  typed  on 
pr.  fm.  10  X  5  X  15.  1840-78,  paper  poor.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

309.  ^oECHANICS'  LIENS,  1889—.   9  f.b. 

Mechanics'  liens  showing  case  number,  description  of  property,  amount 
and  purpose  of  lien,  date  and  kind  of  service,  names  of  claimant  and 
property  owner,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  data  of  filing.  No  index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

310.  HABEAS  CORPUS  BEFORE  THE  JUDGE,  1853—.   2  f.b. 

Papers  in  habeas  corpus  proceedings,  including  petitions,  orders  for 
issuance  of  writ,  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  subpoenas  for  witnesses,  and 
sheriff's  return.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  tj-ped 
on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

311.  RELEASES  -  ASSIGNMENTS  OF  JUDGI-IENTS,  1925—.   1  f.b. 
Releases  and  assignments  of  judgments,  showing  date,  nature  of  case, 
names  of  assignor  and  assignee,  and  amount  of  judgment.  Arr.  by  date 
of  instrument.  No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13.   Cir.  elk.  s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

312.  RECALLING  OF  GRAND  JURY,  1924—.   1  f.b. 

Orders  for  recall  of  grand  jury  subsequent  to  dismissal,  showing  date  of 
order,  term  of  court,  signature  of  judge,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed.  10  x  5  x  13.   Cir.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

313.  PETITION  AND  ORDER,  1926—.   1  f.b.   Last  petition  1930. 
Petitions  and  orders  directing  county  treasurer  to  turn  over  certain 
funds  to  general  fund,  showing  name  of  petitioner,  name  and  amount  of 
fund,  and  dates  of  order  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index. 
Typed.  10  x  5  x  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

314.  (MISCELLANEOUS  COURT  PAPERS),  1847-93.   2  f.b. 

File  of  miscellaneous  papers,  including  writs  of  mittimus,  bonds,  state 
warrants,  subpoenas,  coroner's  warrants  and  writs  of  mittimus,  indict- 
ments, and  uncalled  for  final  naturalization  papers.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  No  index.   Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   Paper  in 
poor  condition.   11  x  6^  x  24.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

315.  RAILROAD  PAPERS,  1850-85.   2  f.b.  No  subseijuent  suits.  ^ 

Papers  in  suits  for  railroad  right  of  ways,  showing  nature  of  suit,  orders 
of  court,  docket  and  certificate  numbers,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   Paper  in  poor  con- 
dition.  11  X  6^  X  24.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl. 
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Dockets 


Transcripts 

316.  TRallSCIcIPT  RECORD  (Justice  of  Peace),  1878--.   4  v.  (4,  8-10). 
Transcripts  of  judgments  from  justice  of  the  peace  courts,  shewing  date  of 
transcript,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  justice,  date  of  summons, 
name  of  summ:^ns  server,  allowance  for  services  and  mileage,  amount  of 
costs,  constable's  fees,  abstract  of  proceedings,  and  affidavit  of 
foreign  officer.  Arr.  by  date  of  transcript.   Inde::ed  alph.  by  name  of 
defendant.   1873-1920,  hdw.j  1921—,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  14  x  3. 
Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

317.  TRAIISCRIPTS  HIOM  LOLINE  CITY  COURT,  1915--.   2  f.b. 
Transcripts  of  judgments  from  Holine  city  court,  shewing  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  judge,  type  of  action,  amount  .-f   judgment,  and  dates 
of  disposition  of  case  and  filing.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm. 

10  X  5  X  13.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Dockets 

318.  I1;DEX  TO  COMMON  I^V  DOCFJlT  ,  FI^IKTIFF  -  DEFEIIDAKT,  1837-67. 
2  v. 

Index  to  Common  Law  (Docket),  entry  319,  and  civil  cases  as  entered  in 
Judges'  Docket,  entry  324,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
term  of  court,  date  of  commencing  suit,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Kdv;.   550  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

319.  C0I5.10N  LAW  (Docket),  1858-89,  1907—.   21  v.  (5-15,  10  not  num- 
bered). Title  varies:  Civil  Docket.   1837-57,  1890-1906  in 
Judges'  Docket,  entry  324, 

Docket  of  common  lav/  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
attorneys,  type  of  action,  date  of  filing  suit,  dates  and  notations  of 
court  orders,  and  bock  taid  page  of  record.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit. 
For  index,  1858-67,  see  entry  318;  1868—,  no  index.  Hd\\'.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   570  -  1000  p.  18  x  12  x  2-|  -  17  x  13  x  4.  V,  5-15,  1858-89,  cir. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  10  v.  n:>t  numbered,  1907 — ,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

320.  C01.G.I0N  LA,V  DOCKET,  1860-80.   1  v. 

Docket  of  common  law  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
attorneys,  kind  of  action,  memoranda  of  court  orders,  docket  number,  and 
date  of  filing  suit.  This  docket  has  been  transcribed  into  Common  Law 
(Docket),  entry  319.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  plaintiff,  Hdv/.  under  pr.  hdgs.  Yfriting  faded,  paper  poor. 
500  p.  18-1  X  16  X  3.   Cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsnt. 

321.  CHANCERY  DOCKET,  1858-89,  1907—.   21  v.  (6-12,  14  not  numbered). 
1837-57,  1890-1906  in  Judges'  Docket,  entry  324. 

Docket  of  chancery  cases,  shov/ing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  at- 
torneys, kind  of  action,  date  cf   filing  suit,  dates  and  notations  of  court 
orders,  and  book  and  page  of  record.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit.  No  in- 
dex. Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   1000  p.  17  x  13  x  4.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


-  180  ^ 
Circuit  Court  -  Dockets  (322-327) 

322.  CRIMINAL  DOCKET,  1858-89,  1907—.   10  v.  (5-7,  7  not  numbered). 
1837-57,  1890-1906  in  Judges'  Docket,  entry  324. 

Docket  of  criminal  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendajit,  ajid  at- 
torneys, docket  niimber,  date  of  commencing  case,  and  dates  sind  notations 
of  court  orders.  Arr.  "by  docket  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgsi 
100  -  450  p.  17  X  12  X  2^  -  17  X  13  X  4.   V.  5-7,  1858-89,  cir.  clkjs 
vlt.,  bsmt.;  7  v.  not  numbered.  1907 — ,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

323.  COURT  BLOTTER  (Docket  of  Criminal  Cases),  1858-66.   1  v. 
Docket  of  pleas  and  proceedings  in  criminal  cases,  showing  date  of  pro- 
ceedings, names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature  of  action,  and  nota- 
tion of  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  adph.  by 
name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  470  p.  17  x  11  x  2.   Cir. 
elk. 's  vlt. ,  bsmt. 

324.  JUDGES'  DOCKET,  1837-57,  1890-1905.   45  v.  (1  not  numbered,  1, 
3,  4,  42  not  numbered).  Missing:  1849-53.  Title  varies:  Court 
Docket;  Trial  Docket. 

Judges'  docket  of  common  law,  chancery,  and  criminal  cases,  showing 
names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  kind  of  action,  docket  number,  mem- 
oraJidum  of  court  orders,  and  date  of  filing.   Common  Law  (Docket),  entry 
319;  Chancery  Docket,  entry  321;  and  Criminal  Docket,  entry  322,  kept 
separately,  1858-89,  1907 — .  Arr.  by  docket  no.  For  index  to  civil 
cases,  1837-57,  see  entry  318;  1858-1-906,  no  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
350  -  400  p.  17  X  12  X  l|  -  14  X  10  X  2.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.. 

325.  CLERK'S  DOCKET,  1866-1909.   5  v.   Missing:  1869-70,  1875-89,, 
1895-1902. 

Circuit  clerk's  docket  of  common  law,  chancery,  said  criminal  cases, 
showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  kind  of  action,  docket  number, 
memoranda  of  court  orders,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr.  by  docket  no*  No 
index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  Binding  and  paper  poor,  writing  faded.. 
350  p.  17  X  12  X  1^.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

326.  JUDG^^ENT  DOCKET,  1839—.   15  v.  (7  not  numbered,  9-16). 
Missing:  1849-56. 

Docket  of  judgments  in  circuit  court,  showing  case  number,  najnes  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  sheriff's  return,  date,  nature,  and  amount  of  judgment, 
book  and  page  of  record,  amount  of  costs,  fee  book  and  page,  and  execution 
date.   Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  person  against  whom  judgment  is  entered.  No 
index.   1839-48,  hd-.v. ;  1857—",  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  12  x  4. 
7  V.  not  numbered,  1839-85,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  9-16,  1886—,  cir. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

327.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1840—,   5  v.  (3  not  numbered,  6,  7).. 
kissing:  1878-1909. 

Docket  of  executions,  showing  execution  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, date,  nature,  and  amoTint  of  judgment,  amount  of  costs,  dates  of 
execution  and  sheriff's  return,  and  fee  book  and  page.  Arr.  alph,  by  name 
of  person  against  whom  judgment  is  entered.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   3  v.  not  numbered, 
1840-78,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  6,  7,  1910—,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd 
fl. 
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328.   MECHANIC  LIIIN  (Docket).  1883~.   2  v.  (l.  2). 
Docket  of  nechanics'  liens,  showing  names  of  property  o>mer  and  claimant, 
desci'iption  of  property,  nature  of  rendered  service,  date  and  amount  of 
lien,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  property  owner.   Hdw.  'inder  pr.  hdgs.   520  p.  18-|  x  12  x  3*   Cir.  elk. 's 
vlt. ,  3rd  fl. 


Fee  Books 
329.   FZ3  BCO'C,  CIVIL  Aira  CRIMINAL,  1885—.  kl   v.  (15-I7.  1^-25, 

27-29.  31.  32,  35-^7,  ^9-56.  56.  57,  57-59)- 
Record  of  fees  charged  and  received  in  all  circuit  court  cases,  showing 
names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  ulaintiff's  and  defendant's  costs, 
itemized  account  of  fees,  and  date  of  payment.   Arr.  by  date  of  initial 
fee.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sen.  indexes  to  entries 
of  common  law,  chancery,  and  criminal  cases,  see  entries  295»  299>  303, 
respectively.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   60O  d.  18  x  12  x  3«  "^ •    15-17. 
19-25,  27-29,  31,  32,  1585-191^,  cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. :  v.  35-U7. 
i;9-56,  56,  57.  57-59,  1915~.  cir.  cik.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Reports  to  Court 
(See  also  entries  30U,  3U0,  3U1) 

330.  CORONHR'S  INQTJZST,  1878--.   Ul  f.b. 

Original  inquest  papers  showing  names  of  deceased,  jurors,  and  coroner, 
places  of  death  and  inquest,  names,  addresses,  and  testim.ony  of  witnesses, 
and  verdict  of  jury.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  decedent.   No  index.   Hdw.  and 
tyned  on  pr.  fm.   5  x  10  x  2U  -  ll|-  x  5  x  17t.   15  f-b.,  1878-1919,  cir. 
cik.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  26  f.b.,  1920 — ,  cor.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

331.  STATE'S  ATTORNEY'S  Fj:PORT,  1913~.   1  f.b.. 

Q,uarterly  reports  of  state's  attorney,  showing  case  n\im.ber,  names  of  de- 
fendant and  court,  amounts  cf  fines  and  fees,  total  amount  paid  to  county 
treasurer,  and  date  of  report.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Fdw. 
linder  pr.  hdgs.   10  x  3  x  13.   Cir.  elk.  's  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

332.  5FAITD  JT.IRY  REPORTS,  1912--.   1  f.b. 

Re-oorts  to  circuit  court  of  m.atters  coming  before  grand  Jury.   This  file 
is  not  open  to  public  inspection.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index. 
10  X  3  X  13.   Cir.  cik.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

333.  R3PCRT  CF  PRISOIERS  IN  JAIL,  1905-32.   1  f.b. 
Sheriff's  reports  of  county  jail  prisoners,  showing  date  of  report,  name 
of  prisoner,  reason  for  imprisonment,  and  dates  of  ccmmitment  and  re- 
lease. Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  under  pr. 
hdgs.   10  X  5  X  13.   Cir.  cik.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
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Circuit  Court  -  Jury  (334-340) 

Records;  Bonds 


Jury  Records 
(See  also  entry  40) 

334.  GRMD  JURY  LISTS,  1904—.   1  f.b. 

List  of  persons  summoned  for  grand  jury  service,  shov/ing  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  persons,  term  of  court,  and  dates  of  filing  and  certification 
by  county  clerk.  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr, 
hdgs.  10  X  5  X  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

335.  GRi^JD  JURY  SUBPOENAS,  1919--,   2  f.b. 

Subpoenas  issued  for  persons  to  testify  before  grand  jury,  showing  date, 
name  of  summoned  person,  term  of  court,  sheriff's  return,  and  date  of 
filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Wo  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  10  x  :5  x  13. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

336.  JURY  BOOK,  1911--.   2  v.  (l,  2), 

Register  of  jury  certificates,  showing  name  and  address  of  juror,  days 
of  service,  miles  of  travel,  amount  of  fees,  and  date  and  number  of  jury 
certificate,  Arr,  by  date  of  certificate.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs, 
500  p,  19  X  13  X  2^.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl, 

337.  JURY  VENIRES,  1919—.  2  f.b. 

Jury  venires  showing  names  of  persons  called  for  jury  service,  certifica- 
tion to  county  clerk,  term  of  court,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr,  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index,  Hdw,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13,   Cir,  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Bonds 
(See  also  entries  296,  300,  304,  351) 

338.  BONDS,  1887—,   3  f.b.  Prior  bonds  filed  with  case  papers. 
Miscellaneous  bonds,  including  appeal,  replevin,  bail,  and  recognizance 
bonds,  showing  names  of  principal  and  sureties,  title  and  number  of  case, 
date,  amount,  and  conditions  of  bond,  and  date  of  filing.  Also  contains 
Receivers'  and  Trustees'  Bonds,  1887-94,  entry  339.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  No  index,  Hdw.,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fin.  10  x  5  x  13. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

339.  RECEIVERS'  AND  TRUSTEES'  BONDS,  1895—.   2  f.b.  1887-94  in 
Bonds,  entry  338. 

Bonds  of  receivers  and  trustees  appointed  by  court,  showing  number,  names 
of  principal  and  sureties,  description  of  property,  date,  amount,  and  con- 
ditions of  bond,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13.   Cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl, 

340.  MASTER'S  BONDS  AND  REPORT,  1908—.   1  f.b. 

llaster- in- chancery  bonds,  showing  names  of  master  and  sureties,  date, 
amount,  and  conditions  of  bond,  and  date  of  filing;  includes  master's 
reports  and  certificates  of  master's  bank  deposits.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13.   Cir.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


-  183  - 
Circuit  Court  -  Probation;  (341-346) 

Naturali  zation 


Probation 
(See  also  entry  304) 

341.   REPORT  OF  77.  A.  GOLDEIT,  PROBATION  OFFICER,  1915-19.   1  f.b. 
Reports  of  Yf.  A,  Golden,  probation  officer,  on  cases  admitted  to  probation 
in  circuit  court,  showing  nature  and  history  of  case,  nair.e  of  defendant, 
court  order,  recommendation  of  officer,  and  dates  of  court  approval  and 
report.  Arr,  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed,  10  x  5  x  13. 
Cir,  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl. 

Subsequent  reports  filed  with  case  papers. 


Naturalization 
(See  also  entries  243-246,  314) 

342,  FOREIGN  "A'lTI'ESS  AFFIDAVITS,  1897—.  2  f.b. 

Foreign  ivitness  affidavits  in  naturalization  proceedings,  showing  name 

and  address  of  v/itness,  name  of  naturalization  applicant,  testimony,  and 

date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index,  Hd7/.  and  hdw.  on  pr, 
fm.  10  X  5  x  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

343,  NATURALIZATION  DEPOSITIONS,  1919—.  2  f.b. 

Naturalization  depositions  filed  in  circuit  court,  showing  date,  testimony 
of  witnesses,  name  and  age  of  naturalization  applicant,  nanes  of  deposition 
taker  and  attorneys,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  in- 
dex. Hdw.  and  typed,   10  x  5  x  13,   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl, 

344,  NATUPJiLIZATION  THDEX,  1854—,   3  v. 

Index  to  Naturalization  Record,  entry  345,  and  Declaration  of  Intention, 
entry  346,  showing  name  of  alien,  dates  of  declaration,  final  oath,  and 
filing,  and  book  and  page  of  record.  Arr.  alph.  by  nar.ie  of  alien.  Hdv/. 
under  pr.  hdgs,  350  p,  17  x  12  x  2-4-.   Cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

345,  NATURALIZATION  RECORD,  1854—.   21  v.  (A,  A,  B,  1-18). 
Missing:  1899-1905,   Title  varies:  Petition  and  Record, 

Copies  of  naturalization  petitions  and  final  certificates,  showing  names 
of  petitioner,  v;itnesses,  and  judge,  renunciation  of  allegiance  to 
foreign  povrer  and  oath  of  allegia.nce  to  the  United  States,  certificate  of 
arrival,  dates  of  arrival,  petition,  and  final  certificate,  and  petition 
and  certificate  numbers.  Arr.  by  petition  no.   For  index,  see  entry  344. 
1854-1932,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm,j  1933—,  typed  on  pr,  fm,   600  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  f 1 . 

346,  DECLARATION  OF  INTENTION,  I860--.  15  v,  (1  not  numbered,  1-14). 
Missing:  1874-1905. 

Copies  of  naturalization  declarations  of  intention,  showing  name,  age, 
address,  and  nativity  of  alien,  oath  to  renounce  allegiance  to  foreign 
power,  and  date  of  declaration.  Arr,  by  date  of  declaration.  For  index, 
see  entry  344.   1860-1928,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm,;  1929--,  typed  on  pr.  fm. 
1860-73,  binding  poor.   500  p.  12  x  10  x  2,  1  v,  not  numbered,  v,  1-9, 
1850-1919,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt,;  v.  10-14,  1920—,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt,, 
3rd  fl. 


-  184  - 
Circuit  Court  -  Office  (347-352) 

Transactions 


347.  MILITAEY  PETITIONS,  1918.   1  v. 

Record  of  naturalization  of  soldiers  stationed  at  Rock  Island  Arsenal 
during  World  War,  showing  name,  nativity,  and  age  of  soldier,  names  of 
witnesses,  military  record,  date  of  petition,  and  signature  of  applicant. 
Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   Indexed  alph.  "by  name  of  petitioner.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  14  x  3|.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

348.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  SOLDIERS  AND  MINORS,  DISCHARGED  SOLDIERS, 
1865-99.   1  V. 

Copies  of  naturalization  petitions  and  final  certificates  of  minors  and 
soldiers,  showing  petition  number,  names  of  petitioner,  witnesses,  and 
judge,  renunciation  of  allegiance  to  foreign  power  and  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  certificate  of  arrival,  affidavit  of  minor's  age, 
date  of  soldier's  enlistment,  and  period  of  military  service.  Arr.  "by 
petition  no.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  petitioner.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
600  p.  17  X  11  X  2i.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Office  Transactions 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

349.  REGISTER  OF  FEES,  1888—.   3  v.  (2  not  numbered,  2). 
Register  of  circuit  clerk's  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  name  of 
payer  or  payee,  and  date  and  amount  of  transaction.  Arr.  by  date  of 
transaction.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p.  17  x  15  x  1^. 

1  v.  not  numbered,  1888-1900,  cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  v.  not  num- 
bered, 2,  1901—,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

350.  MISCELLANEOUS  RECEIPTS,  1911-28.   1  f.b. 

Duplicate  miscellaneous  receipts  for  pajrment  of  fees  for  transcripts, 
certified  copies  of  records,  and  fines,  showing  amoxint,  name  of  payer, 
and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   10  X  5  X  13.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

Court  Business 

351.  ORDER  APPOINTING  PROBATION  OFFICER  AND  BOITO,  1920--.   1  f.b. 
Orders  of  circuit  court  appointing  probation  officer,  showing  name  and 
address  of  officer,  term  of  office,  dates  of  appointment  and  filing, 
and  signature  of  judge;  includes  bonds  of  probation  officer.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

352.  APPOIiraCENT  OF  COURT  REPORTER,  1921—.   1  f.b. 

Official  appointments  of  court  reporters  by  circuit  judges,  showing 
name  and  address  of  reporter,  amount  of  compensation,  dates  of  appoint- 
ment and  filing,  and  signature  of  judge.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index.  Typed.   10  x  5  x  13.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


-  185  - 
Sheriff  (353) 


353.   ATTOEilEYS'  RECEIPTS  FOR  COURT  FILES,  1907-9.   1  v. 
Attorneys'  receipts  for  court  files,  showing  title  of  case,  name  of  attor- 
ney, date  of  receipt,  date  to  be  returned  by  attorney,  actual  date  of 
return  of  files,  and  clerk's  certificate  of  sane.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fn.   500  p.  18  x  12  x  2^.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsint. 


VII.   SHERIFF 


The  sheriff,  by  constitutional  provision,  has  been  an  elected  officer 
in  Rock  Island  County  from  the  organization  of  the  county,  in  1833,  to  the 
present.!  The  term  of  his  office,  originally  set  at  two  years,   is  now 
four  years. 3  In  1880  it  was  provided,  by  constitutional  amendment,  that 
no  person  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  should  be  eligible  for  re- 
election to  that  office  until  four  years  after  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office.'*  His  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sura  of  $10,000 
and  must  be  approved  hy   the  county  judge. ^  Memoranda  of  this  bond  are 
entered  at  large  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court,  and  the  bond  is 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk. 6  One  or  more  deputies  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  sheriff  in  accordance  with  the  number  allowed  by  rule  of 
the  circuit  court.   Compensation  of  the  deputies  is  determined  by  the 
county  board. "^  The  sheriff  is  warden  of  the  county  jail  and  has  custody 
and  regulation  of  the  same  and  of  all  prisoners.^  To  assist  him  in  this 
administration,  he  appoints  a  superintendent  of  the  county  jail  for  whose 
conduct  he  is  responsible,  and  whom  he  may  remove  at  plea.sure.^ 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1848, 
Art.  VII,  sec.  7;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  second 
amendment  ITovember  22,  1880,  to  the  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X, 
sec  8;  also  L.1319,  p.  109,110;  R.S.1874,  p.  989. 

2.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1848, 
Art.  VII,  sec.  7. 

3.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec  8. 

4.  Ibid.,  Art.  X,  sec  8,  as  amended  Uoveraber,  1880. 

5.  R. 3.1874,  p.  989.   Cf.  R.L.1827,  p.  371.   Prior  to  the  organization 
of  the  county  court,  the  sheriff's  bond  and  securities  were  approved 
by  the  circuit  court. 

6.  R.S.1845,  p.  514;  R.S.1874.  p.  989. 

7.  R.L.1827,  p.  373;  R.S.1845.  p.  515;  L.1869,  p.  399;  Constitution  of 
1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

8.  L.1819,  p.  111,112;  R.L.1827,  p.  247-50;  L.1831,  p.  103,104,106; 
R.L.1830,  p.  574,575;  L.1845,  p.  8,10,19;  R.S.1345,  p.  133,134, 
515-17;   R.S.1874,  p.  616,989-91;  L.1901,  p.  137,138;  L.1923,  p.  423-26. 
The  citations  also  include  references  to  duties  not  included  in  the 
general  outline  noted  above. 

9.  L.1923.  p.  423. 


-  186  - 
Sheriff  (Next  entry  354,  p.  187) 


Essentially  without  change  for  over  one  hundred  years,  the  princi- 
pal duties  of  the  sheriff  are  the  following: 

1.  To  act  as  conservator  of  the  peace,  with  power  to 
arrest  offenders  on  view.-^ 

2.  To  attend,  in  person  or  hy  deputy,  all  courts  of 
record  (city,  county,  probate,  circuit,  and  appel- 
late courts)  in  his  county,  and  to  obey  the  orders 
and  directions  of  the  courts. 

3.  To  serve,  execute,  and  return  all  writs,  warrants,   ^ 
process,  orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him, 

4.  To  sell  real  or  personal  property  by  virtue  of  execu- 
tion or  other  process.'^ 

5.  To  send  fingerprints  of  criminals  to  the  State  Bureau 
of  Criminal  Identification  and  Investigation.^ 

In  the  course  of  the  sheriff's  many  detailed  duties  included  in 
these  bread  provisions,  the  following  records  may  be  kept  but  do  not  ap- 
pear in  Reck  Island  County: 

1.  Receipts  of  deliveries  of  prisoners  in  chajiges  of  venue. 

2.  Copies  of  reports  to  the  county  court  and  circuit  court. 

3.  Reports  of  pawnbrokers  on  loans  and  articles  pawned. 

4.  Data  of  identification  of  criminals  and  stolen  property. 

The  fcllowing  records  may  be  kept  and  do  appear: 

1.  Register  of  prisoners.-'-'-^ 

2.  "Bock  of  Accounts,"   including  records   of  fees   and 
disbursements. 

3.  Docket  of  executions. 

4.  Process  Socket. 


1.  H.L.1827,   p.    372;   R.S.1B45,    p.    515;   R.S.1874,    p.    990. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  R.L.1827,   p.    334;   L. 1838-39.   p.    14-18,20;   R.£  .1845,    p.    302,306, 
307;    L. 1871-72,    p.    505-7;   R.S.1874,    p.   622,623,627-29. 

5.  L.1951,    p.    465. 

6.  R.S.1874,   p.    1096. 

7.  Ibid.,   p.    617;   L.1923,    p.   424;   L.1955,    p.    678. 

8.  L.1909.    p.    301. 

9.  L.1931,    p.   465. 

10,  R.S.1874,    p.    617;   L.1923,   p.   424. 

11.  L. 1871-72,    p.   450,451;   L. 1873-74,    p.    104,105. 


-  187  - 
Sheriff  -  Process  (354-35C) 


Process 

354.  SHERIFF'S  DOCKET,  1881—.   15  v.  (D,  E,  7  not  labeled,  1-6). 
Docket  of  sheriff's  process  service,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  attorneys,  case  number,  dates  of  issuance,  receipt,  service,  and  re- 
turn of  process,  and  amount  6f  sheriff's  fee.   Arr.  "by  case  no.   No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   500  p.   21  x  17|  x  2|  -  18  x  12  x  2-^-.   V.  D,  E,  1881- 
1914,  cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.  ;  7  v.  not  labeled,  v.  1-6,  1915—,  sh. '  s  off., 
1st  fl. 

355.  NOTICES  OF  SHERIFF'S  SALE,  1926—.   1  f.b. 

Notices  of  sheriff's  sales,  showing  dates  of  notice  and  sale,  description 
and  location  of  property,  and  names  of  sheriff  and  deputy.   Arr.  by  date  of 
notice.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fra.  IZh  x  4^  x   20.   Sh. ' s  off.,  1st  fl. 

356.  DISlvilSSED  MITTIMUS  l^ITS,  1926—.   2  f.b. 

Court  orders  directing  sheriff  to  jail  persons  charged  with  law  offenses, 
showing  date  of  mittimus,  name  of  law  violator,  nature  of  case,  length  of 
jail  term,  authority  to  hold  prisoner,  and  signature  of  judge.   Arr.  by 
date  of  mittimus.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   13^  x  4i  x  20.   Sh.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 

357.  CERTIFICATE  OF  LEVY,  1926—.   2  f.b. 

Sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
sheriff,  description  of  property,  amount  of  levy,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   13|  x  4^  x  20.   Sh.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 

358.  CLAIM  FOR  LIEN,  1925—.   1  f.b. 

Sheriff's  copies  of  claims  for  liens,  showing  names  of  property  oivner  and 
claimant,  description  of  property,  amount  of  debt  owed,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   13?  x  4j  x  20.   Sh.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

359.  SHERIFF'S  RETUR^IS,  COPIES,  1925—.   1  f.b. 

Copies  of  returns  from  sheriff's  office,  showing  case  number,  type   of 
action,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  of  filing,  and  names  of 
deputy  and  sheriff.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm.   13^  x  4^  x  20.   Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

360.  FOREIGN  SERVICE,  1936—.   2  f.b. 

Copies  of  writs  served  outside  of  Rock  Island  County,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  name  of  person  serving  writ,  date  and  type  of 
case,  and  dates  of  issuance  and  receipt.   Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.   No 
index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   13|  x  4|  x  20.   Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


-  188  - 
Sheriff  -  Bonds;  Jail  Hecords;  (361-367) 

Fees,  Receipts,  Expenditures 


Bonds 

361,  ESCOGNIZANCE  BO!TD,  1922—.   2  f."b. 

Recognizance  bonds  showing  names  of  defendant  and  sureties,  date,  amount, 
and  conditions  of  hond,  date  of  court  appearance,  and  signature  of  sheriff. 
Arr.  alph.  hy  name  of  defendant.  No  index.  Hd'.7.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm. 
13  1/2  X  4  1/2  X  30.   Sh, 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

362.  RSPL2VK  BOITO;  IKDEl-KIFYING  BOND,  1922—.   2  f.b.   Title  varies: 
Sheriff's  Indemnifying  Bond. 

Replevin  bonds  and  indemnifying  bonds  filed  in  sheriff's  office,  showing 
names  of  principal  and  sureties,  data,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond, 
and  dates  of  acknowledgment,  expiration,  and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   Hdv;.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   13  l/2  x  4  l/2  x  20.   Sh. ' 
off.,  1st  fl. 


s 


Jail  Records 

363.  JAIL  CARDS,  1925—.   3  f.b. 

Prisoners'  jail  record  cards,  showing  name  of  prisoner,  offense,  verdict 

of  court,  term  of  sentence,  and  dates  of  commitment  and  filing.  Arr.  by 

date  of  filing.  No  index.   Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   13  l/2  x  4  l/2  x  20, 
Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

364.  REGSIFTS,  1926—.  2  f.b. 

I>jplicates  of  receipts  issued  for  prisoners'  property,  shoeing  name  of 
prisoner,  description  and  amount  of  property,  place  of  storage,  and  date 
of  receipt.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs. 
13  1/2  X  4  1/2  X  20.   Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

365.  DISGEARGS  AFTER  G0M.iITt-IEKT,  1926~.   1  f.b. 

Judges'  discharge  notices  to  sheriff,  sho^ving  names  of  prisoner  and  sher- 
iff, nature  of  case,  dates  of  notice  and  release,  and  signature  of  judge. 
Arr.  by  date  of  notice.  No  index.  Edw.  on  pr.  fm.  13  l/2  x  4  l/2  ::  20. 
Sh,' s  off. ,  1st  fl. 

366.  JAIL  BOARD  REGISTER,  1921—.   2  v. 

Register  of  prisoners,  showing  number,  name,  residence,  nationality,  color, 
age,  weight,  height,  and  color  of  eyes  and  hair  of  prisoner,  date  of  com- 
mitment, name  of  court,  days  and  total  term  served,  and  manner  of  dis- 
charge.  Arr.  by  prisoner's  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   450  p. 
17  X  15  X  2.   Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


Fees,  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
(See  also  entries  2,  36,  124[vii]) 

367.   FINANGE  SLIPS,  1925—,   1  f.b. 
Memoranda  on  expense  of  conveying  prisoners  to  state  institutions,  showing 
name  and  a^e  of  prisoner,  nature  of  crime,  length  of  prison  term,  amount  of 
expenses,  and  date  of  filing,   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hdw, 
under  pr.  hdgs.  13  l/2  x  4  l/2  x  20.  Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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368.  FEES  IN  COUITTY  SERVICE,  1926—.   1  f.b. 

Fee  slips  for  sheriff's  services  in  various  courts,  showing  title  of 
case,  name  of  prisoner,  days  of  covirt  attendance,  miles  of  travel, 
total  amount  of  fees,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  "by  date  of  filing. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  13|  x  4|  x  20.  Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

369.  REGISTER  0?  FEES,  1917-25.   2  v. 

Register  of  all  fees  earned  and  received  by  sheriff,  showing  title  of 
case,  and  date  and  anoimt  of  receipt.  Arr.  "by  date  of  receipt.  No  in- 
dex. Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  490  p.  17  x  22|  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt., 
hsmt. 


VIII.   CORONER 

The  coroner's  office  in  Rock  Island  County  has  continued  in  ex- 
istence from  the  organization  of  the  county,  in  1833,  to  the  present.-'- 
The  coroner  is  elected  hy  the  county  electorate  for  a  four-year  term. 2 
After  certification  of  his  election  by  the  county  clerk,  filing  of  his 
bond,  and  taking  oath  of  office,  he  receives  his  commission  from  the 
Governor. 3  The  coroner' s  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000  and  must  be  approved  by  the  county  judge. '^  The  inquest  duties  of 
this  official  have  changed  little  over  a  period  of  more  than  a  century. 
The  coroner  acts  as  a  conservator  of  the  peace  with  powers  equal  to  those 
of  sheriff  in  this  respect  and  serves  as  a  ministerial  officer  of  the 
courts  in  the  absence  or  disqualification  of  the  sheriff;  he  also  per- 
forms all  the  duties  of  the  latter  when  the  office  is  vacant.^ 

The  most  important  function  of  the  coroner  is  to  hold  inquests 
over  the  bodies  of  persons  supposed  to  have  come  to  their  death  by 
violence,  casualty,  or  other  undue  means.  V/hen  notification  of  such 
death  is  received,  the  coroner  proceeds  to  the  body,  takes  charge  of  it, 
and  summons  a  jury  composed  of  six  men  from  the  vicinity  in  which  the 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  L.1849,  Second  Sess.,  p.  7; 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8, 

2.  The  office  is  constitutional  and  elective  (Constitution  of  1818,  Art* 
III,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8).  The  term,  for- 
merly two  years,  is  now  four  years  (second  amendment,  November  22, 
1880,  to  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8). 

3.  R.S.1845,  p.  514;  R.S.1874,  p.  281. 

4.  R.S.1874,  p.  281. 

5.  L.1B19,  p.  111,160;  L.1821,  p.  20-23;  L.1825.  p.  63.64;  R.L.1827, 
p.  246-50,  372,373-75;  R.S.1845,  p.  515,517;  R.S.1874,  p.  281,282. 
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body  was  found.  The  jury  is  instructed  to  assemble  at  a  stated  time 
and  place,  to  view  the  body  and  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and  manner 
of  the  death.  If  the  inquest  is  continued  and  a  vacancy  should  occur 
on  the  jury,  the  coroner  is  allowed  to  fill  such  vacancy. ■'■ 

To  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  are  returned  the 
verdict  of  the  Jury,  and  such  recognizances  as  may  be  given  the  coroner 
by  witnesses  whoso  testimony  implicates  any  person  as  the  unlawful  slayer 
of  the  deceased. 2  in  his  office,  the  coroner  files  and  preserves  the 
record  of  such  testimony.'^  The  coroner  also  keeps  one  record  which  he 
originates,  the  "inquest  record."   This  record  recapitulates  all  the 
data  involved  in  the  entire  inquest  procedure  and  includes  an  inventory 
and  accounting  of  the  personal  property  and  money  of  the  deceased. 

Deputy  coroners  appointed  by  this  official  assist  him  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  number  of  deputies  is  set 
by  rule  of  the  circuit  court,  and  their  compensation  is  determined  by 
the  county  board  of  supervisors.   The  bond  or  securities  of  these 
assistants  are  taken  by  the  coroner  and  the  oath  to  which  each  sub- 
scribes is  filed  in  the  county  clerk'  s  office."^ 

For  other  coroner's  records,  see  entry  330, 

370.  CORONER' S  RECORD,  1896—.   6  v.   (2-7). 

Record  of  coroner'  s  inquests,  showing  date  pjid  place  of  inquest,  name, 
residence,  and  description  of  deceased,  names,  residences,  and  occupations 
of  witnesses,  verdict  of  jury,  inventory  and  disposition  of  personal 
effects,  and  names  of  coroner  and  undertaker.  Arr.  by  date  of  inquest. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Hdv;.  on  pr.  fm.  596  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
V.  2-4,  1895-1921,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  5-7,  1922~,  cor.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 

371.  COROKR'S  FEE  REGISTER,  1925 — .   1  v. 

Register  of  coroner' s  fees,  showing  name  of  decedent,  dates  and  amounts 
of  fees  earned  and  received,  and  amount  applied  on  salary  and  expenses 
of  coroner.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index.  Hdv;.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
265  p.  18  X  12|  X  |.  Cor.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


1.  L.1821,  T).  22-24;  R.S.1845,  p.  517,518;  R.S.1B74,  p.  282-84;  L.1879, 
p.  82;  l'.1907,  p.  213;  L.1919,  p.  403,404;  L.1931,  p.  388,389. 

2.  L.1821,  p.  24,25;  R.S.1345,  p.  518;  R.S.1874,  p.  283. 

3.  L.1869,  p.  104,105;  R.L.1874,  p.  283;  L.1907,  p.  213,214;  L.1919. 
p.  293,294. 

4.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9;  L.18S1,  p.  53, 
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IX.   STATi;"^  ATTORIOY 


In  P.ock  Island  County,  since  its  organization  in  1833>  the  state's 
attorney  has  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  cdirts  of  record  all  actions  in 
which  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  rere  concerned.   This  officer  was 
appointed  by  the  Governor  until  IZ35,  when  he  became  an  apoointee  of  the 
General  Assembly.    This  latter  provision  remained  effective  until  ISUg, 
when  the  state's  attorney  became  an  elective  officer  of  the  circuit  dis- 
trict electorate. 3  At  this  time  his  services  also  were  expanded  to  in- 
clude the  newly  created  county  court.   Finally,  the  present  constitution 
made  the  office  elective  in  and  for  each  co-ionty.   Bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000  has  been  required  since  1872.5  From  the  creation  of  this  office 
in  the  state  until  the  present,  the  state's  attorney  has  continued  tp  re- 
ceive his  commission  from  the  Governor  for  the  tenure  of  his  office.'-^  In 
1827  his  aiDTDOintment  was  set  at  a  four-year  term;'  in  1835  his  term  was 
set  at  two  years.   Then,  in  I8U9,  the  state's  attorney's  office  became 
elective  by  the  district  electorate  for  a  four-year  term,  the  first  term, 
however,  being  only  for  three  years  and  ending  in  1852.    In  Rock  Island 
County  the  state's  attorney  receives  an  annual  salary  of  $7,500»  with  an 
additional  $U00  paid  by  the  state.   Statutory  fee  rates  are  allowed  him 
for  convictions  on  specified  offenses  and  crimes  before  justices  of  the 
■oeace,  police  maigistrates,  county  and  circuit  court<?.   Also,  rates  are  es- 
tablished for  preliminary  examinations  of  defendants,  for  attendejice  ?.t 
trials,  and  for  appeals.   These  several  fees  and  ra,tes  make  uid  a  county 
fund  from  which  is  iDaid  his  salary. ^"^ 

The  duties  of  the  state's  attorney  are  the  following: 

1.   To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions,  suits,  indict- 
ments, emd  nrcsecutions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  any 
court  of  record  in  his  co-unty  in  which  the  people  of 
the  state  or  county  may  be  concerned. 


1.  R. 1.1827,  p.  79,80;  L.1835.  p.  ^^'   R.S.I8U5.  p.  76:  R.S.lg7U,  p.  173, 
TfTT. 

2.  L.1S35,  p.  UU. 

3.  Constitution  of  18^8,  Art.  "'^  sec.  21. 

U.   Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  '''I,    sec.  22;  P-.S.I87U.  p.  172. 

5.  1.1871-72,  p.  189. 

6.  R.L,1833,  p.  98;  L.1835,  p.  UU;  Constitution  of  18^8,  Art.  V,  sec.  28; 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art'.  VI.  sec.  22;  R.S.187^.  p.  172. 

7.  R.L.1827.  p.  79,80. 

8.  L.1835,  p.  UU. 

9.  Constitution  of  18U8,  Art.  V,.  sec.  21;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI, 
SBC >   22. 

10.  L. 1871-72.  p.  ^22;  L. 1873-7^.  p.  10U,105:  L.1909.  P-  231-33;  L.1929. 
p.  U7I+-76;  L.IQ37,  p.  607. 
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2.  Tc  prosecute  all  forfeited  "bonds  and  recognizances 
and  all  actions  and  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of 
debts,  revenues,  moneys,  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures accruing  to  the  state  or  his  county,  or  tc 
any  school  district  in  his  county;  also  to  prosecute 
all  suits  in  his  county  against  railroads  or  trans- 
portation companies,  i^ich  may  "be  prosecuted  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

3.  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions  and  proceed- 
ings brought  up  by  amy  county  officer  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity. 

4.  To  defend  all  actions  and  proceedings  brought  against 
his  county  or  against  any  county  or  state  officer,  in 
his  official  capacity,  in  his  county. 

5.  To  attend  the  examination  of  all  persons  brought  be- 
fore any  judge  on  habeas  corpus  when  the  prosecution 
is  in  his  county. 

6.  To  attend  before  justices  of  the  peace  and  prosecute 
charges  of  felony  or  misdemeanor  for  which  the  of- 
fender is  required  to  be  recognized  and  to  appear 
before  a  court  of  record  when  it  is  within  his  power 
to  do  so. 

7.  To  give  his  opinion  without  fee  or  reward,  to  any 
county  officer  or  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  county 
upon  any  question  of  law  relating  to  any  criminal  or 
other  matter  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or 
county  may  be  concerned. 

8.  To  assist  the  Attorney  General  whenever  it  may  be  nec- 
essary, and  in  cases  of  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from 
his  co-onty  to  the  Supreme  Court,  te  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Attorney  General  to  attend,  he  shall,  a 
reasonable  time  before  the  trial  of  such  appeal  or 
writ  of  error,  furnish  the  Attorney  General  with  a 
brief,  showing  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  questions 
involved. 

9.  To  pa^  all  moneys  received  by  him  in  trust,  without 
delay,  to  the  officer  who  by  law  is  entitled  to  their 
custody. 

10.  To  perform  such  other  and  further  duties  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  enjoined  upon  him  by  law. 

11.  To  appear  in  all  proceedings  by  collectors  of  taxes 
against  delinquent  taxpayers  for  judgment  to  sell 
real  estate,  and  to  see  that  all  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary steps  have  been  legally  taken  to  make  the 
judgment  legal  and  binding.-^ 


1.   U.S. 1845,  p.  76;  R.S.1874,  p.  172-74. 
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12.   To  enforce  the  collection  of  all  fines,  forfeitures, 
and  penalties  imposed  or  incurred  in  the  courts  of 
record  in  his  county;  and  to  report  to  the  circuit 
court  on  the  collection  of  these  money s.-'- 


For  state's  attorney's  reports  to  the  circuit  court,  see  entry  331. 


SUPERVISOR  OF  ASSESS^EUTS 


The  county  supervisor  of  assessments,  with  the  aid  of  the  township 
assessors  in  Rock  Island  County,  is  responsible  for  the  assessment  of 
property  upon  which  the  township,  district,  county,  state,  and  other 
taxes  are  levied.   Principally,  these  officers  annually  revise  the  as- 
sessment of  property,  correct  the  same  upon  complaint,  and  quadrennially 
assess  real  and  personal  property. ^  Many  statutory  provisions  have 
regulated  this  function  in  Rock  Island  County.   Early  laws  fixed  the 
value  of  the  several  categories  of  real  and  personal  property,  leaving 
to  the  assessing  officer  only  limited  discretion. 2 

Property  assessments  in  Rock  Island  County  were  first  made  by  the 
coimty  treasurer,  an  appointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court."* 
The  treasurer  continued  to  act  in  this  capacity  until  1839  when  the 
legislature  provided  for  the  appointment  by  the  county  commissioners' 
court  of  district  assessors.^  The  duty  of  property  assessment  reverted 
to  the  county  treasurer  again  in  1844^  and  continued  to  be  vested  in 
that  office  tmtil  1857  when  township  organization  was  instituted  in  this 
county, '  and  assessments  v/ere  made  by  township  assessors,  elected  one  in 
each  township  annually.^ 


1.  L.1909,  p.  406;  L. 1911-12,  p.  89;  L.1929,  p.  475. 

2.  L.1871-72,  p.  20-22;  L.1879,  p.  243;  L.1381,  p.  134;  L.1891,  p.  187; 
L.1898,  p.  37,40,44;  L.1903,  p.  295,296;  L.1923,  p.  491,492,504,505; 
L.1927,  p.  713,714;  L.1928.  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  106;  L. 1931-32.  First  Sp. 
Sess . ,  p.  66. 

3.  L.1819,  p.  313-19;  L.1825,  p.  173;  L.1839,  p.  4-6;  L.184Q,  p.  4; 
L.1845,  p.  5. 

4.  R.L.1827.  p.  330. 

5.  L.1839.  p.  4. 

6.  L.1843,  p.  231,237.   Effective  in  1844. 

7.  Rock  Island  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1856,  but  the 
change  was  not  effective  until  1857. 

3.   L.1851,  p.  38,54-57;  L.1353,  p.  14,15;  L.1855,  p.  35,37;  L. 1371-72, 
p.  20-24, 
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Between  1849  and  1898,  the  assessing  officers  in  Rock  Island  County 
received  their  assessment  lists  from,  and  reported  assessments  to,  the 
county  clerk.-'-  In  the  latter  year,  the  legislature  provided  that  the 
county  treasurer  should  be  ex-officio  supervisor  of  assessments. 2  From 
that  date  until  the  present,  the  township  assessors  have  worked  \inder 
the  direction  of,  and  reported  the  assessment  of  property  to,  the  county 
treasurer,  acting  in  this  ex-officio  capacity.  Every  assessor  is  hond- 
ed  in  the  sum  of  $500.   Bond  for  the  supervisor  of  assessments  is  $2,000 
or  such  larger  sum  as  the  county  hoard  may  determine. 3 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  2,  26,  41-66,  203,  208,  210, 
211,  374-389,  423,  425,  426. 

372.  RAILROAD,  TELEPHOIIE  AMD  TELEGRAPH  (Schedules),  1895 — .   5  f.h. 
(26,  29,  33,  2  not  numbered) .   Title  varies:  Tax  Schedules. 

Tax  schedules  of  railroad,  telephone,  and  telegraph  company  properties, 
showing  name  of  company,  legal  description  of  real  estate,  amount  of 
rolling  stock,  miles  of  track,  total  value,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr,  hy 
date  of  filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  3  x  15. 
F.h.  26,  29,  33,  1895-1918,  co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  "bsmt. ;  2  f.h.  not  numbered, 
1919--,  CO.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

373.  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  SCHEDULES,  1936 — .   70  f.b. 

Personal  property  tax  schedules,  showing  name  of  property  owner,  itemized 
list  of  property,  value  of  each  item,  date  of  filing,  and  signature  of 
assessor.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
14%  X  5  X  10,   Treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 


XI.   BOARD  OF  REVIEW 


An  important  aspect  of  the  revenue  procedure  is  the  authority, 
exercised  by  the  board  of  review,  to  assess,  eq-aalize,  and  review  or 
revise  the  assessment  of  property."^  Early  legislation  provided  for 


1.  L.1849,  p.  121,128;  ibid.,  Second  Sess.,  p.  38;  L.1853,  p.  14,17,47, 
49,50;  L. 1871-72,  p.  19,20,22,23. 

2.  L.1898,  p.  36,37. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  38,39;  L.1925,  p.  493,494;  L.1927.  p.  743,744. 

4.  L.1898,  p.  46-49;  L.1915,  p.  566-70;  L.1919,  p.  727;  L.1923,  p.  496-502; 
L.1930.  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  85-90;  L. 1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  71,75-78; 
L.1935,  p.  1163-66. 
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appeals  from  assessments  to  the  county  commissioners'  court.  The  court 
was  empowered  to  review  and  revise  assessments  on  real  and  personal 
property.! 

In  1849,  wlien  the  county  court  succeeded  the  county  commissioners' 
court  in  Rock  Island  County,  appeals  were  made  to  that  body.^  When  town- 
ship organization  was  instituted  in  1857^  this  jurisdiction  was  given  in 
each  town  to  a  board  composed  of  the  township  supervisor,  clerk,  and  as- 
sessor,^  The  board  of  supervisors  in  their  annual  meeting  examined  the 
assessment  rolls  in  the  several  towns  to  ascertain  whether  the  valuations 
in  one  town  bore  just  relation  to  the  valuations  in  all  other  towns  in 
the  county,  and  were  empowered  to  increase  or  diminish  the  aggregate 
valuation  of  real  estate  in  any  town  accordingly.   Tliey  could  make  what- 
ever alterations  in  the  description  of  the  lands  of  nonresidents  they 
deemed  necessary,  and  were  required  to  assess  the  value  of  any  lands 
omitted  by  the  assessor. 5   in  1872  the  duties  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
with  regard  to  assessments  were  the  following: 

1.  To  assess  omitted  property. 

2.  To  review  assessments  upon  complaint. 

3.  To  hear  and  determine  the  application  of  any  person 
assessed  on  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion, 

4.  To  ascertain  whether  the  valuation  in  one  town  or 
district  bore  just  relation  to  the  valuation  in  all 
towns  or  districts  in  the  county  and  adjust  the  as- 
sessment." 

In  1898  this  authority  was  transferred  to  the  newly  created  board  of 
review,  composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  who  became  cx-officio 
chairman  of  the  board  of  review,  the  county  clerk,  and  one  citizen  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  judge. "7  Since  1923  the  board  has  consisted  of  the 
chairman  of  the  county  board  us  ex-officio  chairman  of  the  board  of  re- 
view, and  two  citizens  appointed  by  the  county  judge.   The  members  of 
the  board  select  thjir  own  clork.  The  two   citizen  laem.bcrs  are  appointed 
alternately  for  a  two-yoar  term." 

Tod^.y,  the  bo..rd  of  rcvicA;  in  Rock  IsL.nd  County  is  required  to  assrss 
taxable  property  emitted  from  the  regular  assessment,  to  review  and  correct 
assessments  on  property  claimed  to  be  incorrectly  assessed,  to  increase 


1.  L.1839,  p.  7;  L.1845,  p.  237;  L.1845,  p.  8;  R.S.184G,  p.  441. 

2.  L.1849,  p,  65.      ■ 

3.  Rock  Island  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1856,  but  the 
change  v;as  not  effective  until  1857. 

4.  L.1851,  p.  5G;  L. 1871-72,  p.  21,22,24,25. 

5.  L.1851,  p.  57,58;  L. 1871-72,  p.  24,25. 

6.  L. 1871-72,  p.  24,25. 

7.  L.1898,  p.  46. 

8.  L.1923,  p.  496,497;  L. 1931-32,  First  Sp.  Scss.,  p.  71,72. 
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or  reduce  the  entire  assessment  if,  in  their  opinion,  it  has  not  been  made 
upon  the  proper  basis,  to  hear  and  deterr.inc  the  application  of  any  pcrson 
assesscd  on  property  clainied  to  be  cxcnipt  fi'cn  taxation,  and  to  correct 
errors  or  rdstakes,  except  errors  of  judgr^cnt,  as  to  the  valuation  of  any 
property,  any  "inc  bofcre  judgment, ■'■ 

For  docket  of  complaints  to  the  board  of  review,  sec-  entries  208, 
211;  for  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  2,  26,  41-66,  203,  210,. 
372-339,  423,  425,  426. 


XII.  COLLECTOR 


Tax  collccticns  in  Rock  Island  County  were  first  made  by  the  sheriff 
acting  as  ex-officio  couT.ty  collector. 2  With  the  exception  of  the  period 
from  1839  to  1844,  v/hcn  there  existed  a  separate  office  of  county  ccllcctor 
filled  by   appointiricnt  by  the  county  cormissioncrs '  court, "^  the  sheriff 
continued  to  act  in  this  capacity  'until  1857;  in  that  year  tov-Tiship 
organization  v^as  instituted  in  this  county, ^  and  tr.x  collccticns  bccanc 
the  joint  responsibility  of  the  tovmships  and  the  county,  vrith  the  county 
treasurer  acting  as  c::-officio  co'onty  collector.^ 

Under  this  plan,  tovm  collectors,  elected  one  in  each  tov.-nship,6 
nadc  collections  of  resident  property  taxes, 7  '.Thilc  nonrecidcnt  and 
delinquent  taxes  vfcre  collected  by  the  county  treasurer.^  B^-   the  tei^;.s 
of  an  act  of  1855,  the  to-..Ti  collectors  v/cre  required  to  return  their 
tax  lists  or  books  to  the  county  collector  Trho  dclivcr.-.d  them  to  the 
county  clerk. 9  This  provision  v;as  changed  in  1372  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  v/hich  provided  that  the  county  collector  should  make 
an  annual  sv,-orn  statcracnt  to  the  county  clerk,  shov:ing  the  total  rjnount 


1.  L.18c-8,  p.  46-fl9;  L.1_C:5,  p.  566-70;  1.1919,  p.  727;  LjJJ23,  p.  496-502; 
L.ICjC,  Sp.  Sess.,"p.  '85-90;  L.1S51-52,  Fimt  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  70,71,75-78; 
L.1955,    p.   1165-66. 

2.  R.L.1827",    p.    37:,374. 

3.  L. 1358-59,    p.   7. 

4.  L.1343,    p.   234;   L.1853,   p.   99.     Rock  Island  County  adopted  township 
or^aHTzc.tion  in  1353,   but  the   change  v--as  r.ot   effective  until   1357, 

5.  L.1351,    p.    38,59-64;    L.1C55,    p.    67. 

6.  L.1351,    p.    38. 

7.  Ibid.,    p.    59. 

8.  Ibid.,    p.    53. 

9.  L.1355,"r).    37. 
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of  each  kind  of  tax  collected,  the  amoiant  received  from  each  town  col- 
lector, and  the  amount  collected  hy  hinself.^ 

The  collection  procedure  in  Rock  Island  County  was  altered  in  1917 
when  the  legislature  provided  for  the  aholishment  of  the  office  of  town 
collector  in  counties  with  fewer  than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants, 
the  county  collector  to  he  ex-officio  town  collector  in  such  counties. 2 
As  Rock  Island  County  never  attained  this  population  minimum, 3  the  county 
collector  has  continued  to  make  collections  for  the  townships  as  well  as 
for  the  county. 4 

The  county  collector  is  honded  in  an  amount  determined  upon  hy  the 
county  hoard  in  addition  to  that  hond  required  of  him  as  county  treasurer. 5 
Under  statutory  provisions,  he  collects  taxes  for  the  state,  county,  and 
other  governmental  agencies,  and  pays  to  the  proper  authorities  the  amount 
in  his  hands  payahle  to  thera.^  He  also  settles  annually  with  the  county 
hoard. "^  He  prepares  an  annual  list  of  delinquent  property  and  files  it 
with  the  county  clerk, 8  advertises  his  intention  of  applying  for  judgment 
for  sale  of  delinquent  lands  and  lots,^  and  is  required  to  attend,  in  person 
or  by  deputy,  all  tax  sales  resulting  from  this  action. 1°  The  county  clerk, 
in  person  or  hy  deputy,  is  also  required  to  attend  all  tp-x  s^.les.-^-^  At 
such  sales,  the  clerk  and  collector  note  and  make  entry  of  all  tax  sales 
and  forfeitures  to  the  state.  •'■2 

The  coiinty  collector  is  required  to  keep  his  records  as  collector  of 
taxes  separate  from  his  records  as  county  treasurer. ^^  The  records  of  the 
collector's  office  include  duplicates  of  receipts  issued  to  taxpayers,  state 


1.  L.i87i-7g.  p-  56,57;  L. 1873-7^.  p.  56;  L.1930.  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  66,67; 
L-1931.  p.  756;  L-iq31-32.  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  112;  L.1933.  P-  S73, 
921;  L.1933-3U,  Third  Sp,  Sess.,  p.  220;  L.1935.  P-  1156,1213; 

L- 1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  69,70. 

2.  L.1917.  p.  793- 

3.  The  population  of  Rock  Island  County  was  70,UoU  in  1910;  92,297  in  1920; 
and  9S,191  in  1930  (Population  Bulletin,  p.  9). 

U.  1.1925.  p.  605;  L.1929.  p."  77^,775;  L.1931,  v.   905-8;  L.1933.  p.  1115. 
1116. 

5.  L. 1271-72.  p.  36;  L.1931,  p.  7U8;  L. 1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess..  p.  85. 
86;  L.1933-3U.  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  n.  225,22b. 

6.  L. 1871-72.  p.  56-59;  L.1933.  P-  922:  L.1935.  p.  1156,1213;  L. 1935-36. 
Fourth  Sp.  Sess.  .  o.  68. 69. 

7.  L. 1871-72.  p.  55;  L.1935.  p-  1155.1156. 

8.  L.1898,  p.  51;  L.1931,  p.  759- 

9.  1.1871-72.  p.  UU;  L.1937,  p.  1010. 

10.  L.I87I-72.  p.  U8;  L.193O.  First  Sp.  Sess..  p.  6U. 

11.  L.1871-72,  p.  hz. 

12.  Ibid. J  L.1933,  p.  886. 

13.  L.I917.  p.  66U.6G5;  L.1930,  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  60-62;  L.1935,  p.  11^9-58. 
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auditor's  and  coiinty  clerk's  certifications  of  the  collector's  settlements 
with  them,  duplicates  of  the  collector's  reports,  delinquent  property 
records,  and  tax  sale  and  forfeiture  records. 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  2,  26,  Ul-66,  203,  208, 

210.  211,  372,  373.  ^23.  ^25,  U26. 


Collection 

37U,   TAX  Ri;C7.IPTS,  1935--.   12  f.b.,  82  bdl. 
Duplicates  of  county  collector's  offical  tax  receipts  and  first  and 
second  notices  of  current  taxes  due,  showing  name  of  property  owner,  legal 
description  of  property,  and  amount  and  date  of  payment.   Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  twp.   No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   F.b.  8  x  11  x  2U;  bdl. 
6  X  6i  X  8i.      Treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

375.  PAG5  AIvTD  LINi;  BOOK,  1921--.   78  v. 

Register  of  tax  collections,  showing  number  of  receipt,  page  and  line  of 
collector's  books,  names  of  property  owner  and  township,  amount  of  taxes 
with  costs  and  interest,  amount  of  payment,  and  daily  totals  of  collections. 
Arr.  by  receipt  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p.  lU  x  lU  x  1^. 
73  V.  1921-35.  treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  5  '^' .  193^ — .  treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 

376.  SPECIAL  ASSESSMMT  JOURNALS,  I915-33.   55  v. 

Lists  of  special  assessment  collections,  showing  owner's  name,  warrant  num- 
ber, legal  description  of  property,  number  of  feet  for  which  assessed, 
amount  of  assessment,  number  of  installments,  interest,  total,  date  of 
payment,  and  name  of  payer.   Arr.  by  warrant  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   150  -  500  p.  15  X  1^  X  i  -  17  X  13  X  I4.   Treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

377.  (COLLECTIONS).  1928-3I.   1  v. 

Daily  journal  of  tax  collections  from  each  township,  showing  name  of  town- 
ship, date  of  collection,  and  amounts  of  tax,  interest,  and  total  col- 
lections,  Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range.   No  index.   Hdw.   73  P* 
16  X  lU  X  i.   Treas. ' s  vlt. ,  bsmt. 

378.  TOTOSHIP  CASH  TAX  BOOK,  1922-25. ■  18  v.  (South  Moline  Township, 
1922-25,  U  v.;  Hampton  Township,  I923-25,  3  v.;  Andalusia, 
Bowling,  Buffalo  Prairie,  Canoe  Creek,  Coal  Valley,  Coe,  Cordova, 
Edgington,  Port  Byron,  Rural,  and  Zuma.  townships,  1925.  1  v.  each). 

Record  of  tax  collections  in  each  township,  showing  date  of  payment,  page 
and  line  of  collector's  book,  name  of  payer,  tax  spread,  and  total  tax. 
Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   25O  p. 
18  X  I3-I-  x  li.   Treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

379.  COLLECTOR'S  BOOK,  1872-191*4.   1  v. 

Register  of  collector's  receipts  from  individuals  and  corporations,  show- 
ing amount  and  date  of  pa^'^ment,  name  of  payer,  and  purpose  of  payment. 
Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   ^80  p. 
18  X  12f  X  2^.   Cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. 
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380.  (ABSTRACT  OF  COLLECTIONS),  1875-82.   2  v. 

Abstracts  of  tax  collections  made  by  county  collector,  showing  abstract 
for  each  township,  page  and  line  of  collector's  book,  tax  spread,  and 
total  collections.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   350  p.  17  X  11  X  li.   1  v.,  1875-76,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt. ,  bsmt.; 
1  v.,  1877-82,  treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

381.  TAX  COLLECTED,  1857-80.   3  v.  (l  not  lettered,  A,  1  not  lettered). 
Title  varies:  Collector's  Acco\ints;  Treasurer's  Book. 

County  collector's  accounts  with  town  collectors,  showing  names  of  town- 
ship and  collector,  amounts  of  tax  collections,  delinquencies,  and  com- 
missions, and  amount  paid  to  county  treasurer.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
twp.   No  index.   1857-59,  hdw.;  1860-80,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   150  -  400 
p.  14  X  9  X  1  -  16  X  11  X  2.   1  V.  not  lettered,  1857-59,  treas.'s  vlt., 
bsmt.;  V.  A,  1  not  lettered,  1860-80,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

382.  MEMORANDmi  OF  TAX  COLLECTED,  1876-79.   1  v. 

Memoranda  of  taxes  collected  by  town  collectors,  showing  names  of  town- 
ship and  collector,  amounts  of  tax  collection,  delinquency,  and  com- 
mission, and  amount  paid  to  county  treasurer.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry. 
No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  16|  x  10  x  1^.   Treas.'s  vlt., 
bsmt. 


Settlement 

383.  COUNTY  COLLECTOR'S  STATEMENT  OF  ERRORS,  1893—.   2  v. 

Copies  of  statements  of  errors  in  assessments  and  footings  in  collector's 
books  for  which  collector  asks  credit,  with  statements  of  forfeitures, 
showing  name  of  property  owner,  legal  description  of  property,  tax  spread 
and  total  amount.   Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range.   No  index.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   1893-1922,  binding  and  paper  poor.   200  p.  14  x  10|  x  1^. 
1  v.,  1893-1922,  treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  v.,  1923—,  treas.'s  vlt.,  2nd 
fl. 

384.  SETTLEMEl^T  RECORD,    1917—.      10  v.    (16-25). 

Record  of  collector's  partial  settlements  with  county  clerk,  showing  date 
of  statement,  total  of  each  tax  received,  total  amount  paid  under  pro- 
test, and  certification  of  collector.   Arr.  by  date  of  settlement.   No 
index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   400  p.  17  x  18  x  3.   V.  16-20,  1917-27,  treas.'s 
vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  21-25,  1928—,  treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 

385.  AFTER  SETTLEMENT,  1926—.   6  v. 

Recoj-d  of  county  collector's  settlement  with  county  clerk  of  taxes  col- 
lected after  final  settlement,  showing  amount  collected  for  each  kind  of 
tax,  total  tax  collection,  name  of  property  owner,  legal  description  of 
property,  and  certification  of  collector.   Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range. 
No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   120  p.  14  x  11  x  1.   4  v. ,  1926-32, 
treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  2  v.,  1933 — ,  treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 
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Delinquent  Lists 

Real  Property 

586.   FORZEITniffi,  1921—.   8  v. 
Lists  of  property  forfeited  for  unpaid  taxes,  showing  page  and  line  of 
collector's  "book,  name  of  township,  tax  spread,  penalties,  and  total  tax. 
Arr.  hy  sec,  twp.,  and  range.  Ho  index.  Kdw.   75  p.  16  x  14  x  1-g. 
7  v.,  1921-32,  treas.'s  vlt.,  tsrat.;  1  -v. ,  1933—,  treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 

387.  TAX  SALE  RECORD,  1927—.   10  v. 

Record  of  tax  sales,  showing  names  of  property  o\mer,  purchaser,  and^ 
township,  amounts  of  delinquent  tax,  costs,  and  sale,  legal  description 
of  property,  page  and  line  of  collector's  "book,  due  date  of  tax,  and  date 
of  sale.   Arr.  "by  sec,  twp.,  and  range.  No  index.   Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
200  p.  15  X  14  X  1.   Treas.'s  vlt.,  hsint. 

388.  DELINQUENT  LISTS,  1875-1921.   4  v.  Missing:  1877-1915. 
Lists  of  delinquent  real  estate  taxes,  showing  name  of  property  ovmer, 
tax  spread,  total  tax,  and  page  and  line  of  collector's  hook.   Arr,  alph, 
hy  name  of  twp.  No  index.   Hdv.-.  under  pr.  hdgs.   32  -  250  p. 

18  X  12|  X  i  -  17  X  11  X  1-1.   1  v.,  1875-77,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  hsmt.; 
3  v.,  1916-21,  treas.'s  vlt.,  hsrat. 

Personal  Property 

389.  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  ABATEMENT  LIST,  1907—.   11  v.  Missing: 
1908-15. 

Lists  of  abatements  on  personal  property  taxes,  showing  name  of  property 
OT.-ner,  tax  spread,  and  total  tax.   Arr.  alph.  "by  name  of  taxpayer.^  No 
index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   135  -  160  p.  16-|  x  10  x  1^  -  17  x  13t  x  1^. 
1  v.,  1907,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  hsmt.;  9  v.,  1916-32,  treas.'s  vlt.,  hsmt.; 
1  v.,  1933—,  treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 


XIII.   TREASURER 


In  Rock  Island  County  the  treasurer  was  first  appointed  by  the  county 
commissioners'  court. 1  From  1837  to  the  present  the  treasurer  has  been 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  county, 2  and  is  commissioned  by  the  Governor 


1.  R.L.1827,  p.  329;  R.L.1833,  p.  514-16. 

2.  R.L.1837,  p.  49,274;  L.1845,  p.  28;  R.S.1845,  p.  137;  L.1851,  p.  144; 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec  8. 
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for  a  four-year  term.l  In  1880,  by  anendraent  to  the  Constitution  of  1870, 
it  was  provided  that  no  treasurer  be  eligible  for  reelection^to  the  office 
until  four  years  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office.'"  The  penal 
sum  of  the  treasurer's  bond  and  his  securities  are  determined  by  the  county 
board. 3  Upon  request  of  the  treasurer,  the  board  designates  the  bank  in 
which  the  public  funds  are  to  be  deposited. 

In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  treasurer  receives  the  co^onty 
revenue,  has  custody  of  its  funds,  and  disburses  them  in  accordance  with 
orders  of  the  county  board  or  specific  authorization  by  law.  He  is  re- 
quired to  keep  books  of  accounts  of  all  funds  received  and  disbursed  by 
him,  to  maintain  a  register  of  county  orders  countersigned  and  paid,  to 
report  annua.lly  to  the  county  board  on  the  financial  transactions  of  his 
office,  and  to  settle  his  accounts  with  the  board  semiannually.'*  The 
last  two  requirements  give  rise  to  a  number  of  segregated  records  of  ac- 
coTints  beyond  strict  statutory  requirements.   In  addition,  reports  are 
made  to  the  treasurer  by  other  county,  district,  public,  and  semipublic 
authorities  in  the  process  of  transacting  business  with  him;  and,  finally, 
a  large  number  of  records  arise  from  the  requirement  for  collectors  of 
taxes  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  treasurer. ^^ 

The  treasurer  acts  as  ex-officio  treasurer  of  the  special  drainage 
district. 6 


1.  The  term  y/as  set  at  four  years  in  1837  (R.L1837,  p.  274);  it  was  later 
reduced  to  two  years  (L.1845,  p.  28;  L.1851,  p.  144).   The  office  was 
made  constitutional  in  1870  without  change  of  term  (Constitution  of 
1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8).   Then  in  1880,  the  term  was  lengthened  to  four 
years  (Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8  as  amended  November,  1880) . 

2.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8,  as  amended  November,  1880. 

3.  R.L.1827,  p.  329;  R.S.1874,  p.  323.   The  bond  is  required  to  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk. 

4.  R.L.1837,  p.  582,583;  L.1345,  p.  151;  R.S.  184-5,  p.  137-39;  L.1361, 
p.  239,240;  R.S.1874,  p.  323,324. 

5.  R.L.1827,  p.  330-53;  L.1839,  p.  8-10;  L.1845,  p.  11;  L.1895,  p.  304; 
L.1913,  p.  516;  L.1933,  p.  898. 

6.  L.1385,  p.  73,104. 


-  202  - 
Treasurer  -  General  Accounts;  (390-394) 

Special  Accounts 


General  Accounts 


Registers  and  Ledgers  (See 
also  entry  15) 


30  entry  15) 


390.  REGISTER  OF  COUIITY  ORDERS  COUNTERSIGNED,  1905—.   8  v.  (7,  11, 
1  not  numbered,  12-14,  1905-28;  2  not  numbered,  1934—);  4  bdl. 
(1923-34).  Missing:  1911-18. 

Register  of  county  orders  issued  by  county  clerk  and  countersigned  by 
county  treasurer,  showing  names  of  jiayee   and  fund  upon  which  dravm, 
amount,  date,  and  purpose  of  order,  and  date  of  payment.  Bundles  are 
wrapped  loose-leaf  sheets.   Also  contains  Paj'  Roll  Records,  1905-17, 
1934 — ,  enti-y  391„  Arr.  by  order  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
V.  473  -  600  p.  18  X  12  X  2  -  12  X  18  X  3;  bdl.  11  x  17  x  2.   V.  7,  11, 
1  not  n-ombercd,  12-14,  4  bdl.,  1905-34,  treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  2  v.  not 
numbered,  1934 — ,  treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 

391.  TM   ROLL  FUCQRDS,  1918-33.   6  v.   1905-17,  1934—  in  Register 
of  County  Orders  Coiintersigned,  entry  390. 

Register  of  salary  orders  issued  to  county  employees,  showing  name  of 
employee,  amotuit  of  payment,  employee's  classification,  and  date  of 
payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
314  p.  16;!  X  15  X  3.   Treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

Cash  Book 

392.  CASH  BOOK,  1917-33.   2  v. 

Daily  record  of  cash  transactions  of  county  treasurer,  showing  dates 

and  amounts  of  disbursements,  names  of  payer  and  paj'^ee,  titles  of  credited 

and  debited  funds,  and  balance  on  hand.   Arr.  by  date  of  transaction. 

No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.   160  p.  17  x  24  x  2.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


Special  Accounts 


School 


393.  INSTITUTE  FUND  RECORD  (Register),  1909—.   1  v.  (2). 
Register  of  county  school  superintendent's  transactions  with  teachers' 
institute  f\ind,  showing  dates  and  amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements, 
names  of  payer  and  payee,  and  balance  on  hand.  Arr.  by  date  of  trans- 
action. No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  16  x  12  x  2,  Treas.'s 
off. ,  2nd  fl. 

394.  NON-HIGH  SCHOOL  RECOPJD,  1919—.   1  v.  (l). 

Register  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  non-high  school  funds,  show- 
ing dates  and  amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  names  of  payer  and 
payee,  and  balance.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.   No  index.   Hdw«  under 
pr.  hdgs.  300  p.  14  x  18  x  2.  Treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 


Auditor 
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(395-397) 


Probate 

395.  TRUST  FUND  RECORD,  1863--.   1  v.  (l). 

Accounts  of  funds  of  unlocated  heirs  deposited  in  trust  with  county 
treasurer,  showing  date  and  amount  of  deposit,  names  of  estate,  unlocat- 
ed heirs,  and  depositor,  date  and  amount  of  payment,  and  name  of  payee. 
Arr,  alph.  "by  name  of  estate.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,   300  p. 

16  X.  12  X  2.   Treas.'s  off.,  end  fl. 

Inheritance  Tax 

396.  INHERITiiNCE  T.uX  RLCORDS,  1923—.  4  v. 

Record  of  inheritance  tax  determinations  and  payments,  showing  date  of 
court  order  fixing  tax,  names  of  beneficiaries,  relationship  of  bene- 
ficiaries to  deceased,  description  of  property,  appraised,  fair  market, 
and  taxable  cash  values,  rate  of  tax,  statutory  exemptions,  amount  of 
tax,  name  of  appraiser,  and  date  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  court 
order.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   145  p. 

17  X  18  x  3.   TrL^as.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Pension  (See 

also  entries  21,  239) 

397.  PENSION  ACCOUNT  BOOK,  1913—.  2  v.  Title  varies:  Mothers' 
Pension  Act . 

Account  of  payments  to  mothers  from  mothers'  pension  fund,  showing  name 
of  mother,  names  and  ages  of  children,  date  of  court  decree,  date  of 
each  pajfTnent,  nxonber  and  amount  of  order,  and  memorandum  of  findings  of 
court  in  each  case.  Arr.  by  date  of  court  decree.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  mother.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fra.   294  p.  17-^-  x  11  x  1-^-.   1  v.,  1913-27, 
treas.'s  vlt.,  bsnt.;  1  v.,  1928—,  treas.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 


XIV.  AUDITOR 


In  1911  the  General  Assembly  enacted  legislation  requiring  all  coun- 
ties under  township  organization  with  a  population  of  more  than  seventy- 
five  thousand  and  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  to  elect,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1912,  and  every  four  years  thereafter,  a  county  auditor. -l-  Rock 
Island  County  attained  the  population  minimum  in  1920,  however,  the  of- 
fice was  not  established  until  1932.  As  provided  in  the  act,  compen- 
sation is  in  such  sum  as  the  county  board  may  set, 2  Since  1925  by  an 


1.  L.1911,  p.  242,243. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  242. 
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Auditor  (398-400) 


amendment  to  the  original  law,  the  county  auditor  has  been  required 

to  furnish  such  "bond  as  is  deemed  sufficient  "by  the  county  "board,  which 

bond  is  filed  with  the  county  clerk, ^ 

The  auditor  is  charged 'with  the  following  duties: 

1.  To  audit  all  claims  against  the  county,  recommending 
to  the  county  board  their  payment  or  rejection. 

2.  To  collect  statistical  information  with  respect  to 
the  cost  of  maintenance  of  such  institutions  as  the 
county  farm,  jail,  workhouse,  and  courthouse. 

3.  To  approve,  before  issuance,  all  orders  of  county 
officials  for  supplies. 

4.  To  make   a  quarterly  audit  of  all  county  offices.*^ 

He  is  also  required  to  keep  a  record  of  all  contracts  entered  into 
by  the  county  board  and  all  authorized  county  officers,  to  report  quar- 
terly to  the  board  all  fees  and  emoluments  due  the  county  from  its  va- 
rious officers,  and  to  keep  necessary  records  of  his  other  acts  in  pur- 
suance of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

398.  AUDITS,  1937—.   1  f.b. 

TTork  sheets  for  preparation  of  audits  from  each  county  office,  showing 
amount  of  fees  and  commissions  collected,  salaries  of  clerks  and  of- 
ficers, miscellaneous  expenditures,  and  date  of  filing.  Auditor's  an- 
nual reports  are  compiled  from  these  work  sheets.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   Typed.   11  x  16  x  27.   Aud. ' s  off.,  1st  fl, 

399.  COMITTEES  REPORT,  Dec.  1936—.   2  f.b. 

Reports  of  various  committees  on  claims  presented  for  payment,  showing 
name  of  claimant,  date  and  amount  of  claim,  and  approval  and  signatures 
of  committee.  Arr.  alph,  by  title  of  committee,   No  index.   Tj^ped. 
11  X  16  X  27.  Aud. 's  off.,  1st  fl, 

400.  PAID  BILLS,  Dec.  1935--.  4  f.b.   Title  varies:  Current  Claims; 
Mi  scellaneous , 

Bills  and  claims  approved  and  passed  for  pajment  by  county  board,  show- 
ing name  of  claimant,  and  amount  and  date  of  payment.   Arr.  alph,  by 
name  of  claimant.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed.   11  x  16  x  27,  Aud, ' s 
off,,  1st  fl. 


1.  L.1925.  p.  263. 

2.  L.1911,  p.  242. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  242,243. 
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401.  LETTERS,  Dec.  1936—.   1  f.^b. 

General  correspondence  relating  to  county  business  including  letters  from 
county  officials  and  bonding  companies.   Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  corres- 
pondent.  No  index.   Typed.   11  x  16  x  27.   Aud.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

402.  EEPORT  OF  COUNTY  AUDITOR,  1936—.   3  pamphlets. 

Copies  of  annual  reports  of  county  auditor  to  taxpayers,  showing  list  of 
coiinty  employees,  total  receipts  and  disbursements  of  each  county  office 
and  of  general  county  and  county  home  and  farm  funds,  and  statement  of 
amount  of  insurance  carried  by  county.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Planographed.   20  p.  11  x  8-|  x  ^.     Aud.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


XV.   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


The  first  county  school  official  in  Rock  Island  County  was  the  county 
school  commissioner.-'-  The  principal  duties  of  this  officer,  an  appointee 
of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  centered  around  the  sale  of  school 
lands.   His  reports  of  these  sales  were  made  to  the  county  commissioners' 
coirrt  and  recorded  by  their  clerk  in  a  well-bound  book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose.  The  school  commissioner  also  reported  to  the  county  commissioners' 
court  on  his  other  transactions  in  regard  to  the  school  fund.   His  office 
became  elective  in  1841.'^   In  1845  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of 
schools  was  created  as  an  ex-officio  office  of  the  county  school  commission- 
er.^ For  his  ex-officio  duties  as  superintendent  of  schools,  the  commis- 
sioner received  additional  compensation  for  the  days  actually  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  these  duties.   Beginning  with  the  year  1847,  the  school  com- 
missioner was  elected  for  a  two-year  term."  In  1865  the  office  of  county 
superintendent  of  schools  was  established  as  an  independent  office,  and 
had  delegated  to  it  the  authority  formerly  vested  in  the  county  school  com- 
missioner. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  is  a  statutory  office,  now  elective 
for  a  term  of  four  years. ^  The  superintendent's  office  serves  as  the 
central  school  administrative  agency  for  the  county.   One  or  more  of  the 


1. 

R.L.1829,   p.    150,151. 

2. 

Ibid.,   p.   152,153;   L.1849, 

p.    155,156,159.160;    L.1851,   p.    130. 

3. 

L.1831,    p.    175. 

4. 

L.1841,   p.   261,262, 

5. 

L.1845,   p.    54. 

6. 

L.1849,    p.    178;    L.1867.    p. 

161. 

7. 

L.1847,    p.    120;    L.1849,    p. 

154. 

8. 

L.1865,    p.    112;    L. 1871-72, 

p.    702;    L.1889,   p.    312;    L.1909,   p,    343. 

9. 

L, 1871-72,   p.    702;    L.1909, 

p.   343;   L.1915,   p.    628;    L.1923,   p.    596. 
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several  congressional  townships  comprise  the  several  school  districts. 
Within  these  administrative  units  are  elected  boards  of  trustees  who  have 
executive  and  financial  responsibilities  which  come  under  the  supervision 
of  the  county  superintendent,^  The  boards  of  trustees  appoint  their  own 
treasurers  who  also  act  as  clerks  of  the  township  (or  school  district) 
boards. 

The  superintendent  makes  quarterly  and  annual  reports  to  the  county 
board  and  also  reports  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  the  state  fire  marshal,  and  the 
state  architect.  His  original  duties  are  the  following; 

1,  To  sell  township  fund  lands  and  issue  certificates  of 
purchase, 

2,  To  examine  the  complete  accounts  of  every  township 
treasurer  in  his  county  and  report  irregularities  to 
the  township  trustees, 

3,  To  conduct  a  teachers'  institute,  hold  quarterly  ex- 
aminations for  teachers'  certificates,  and  issue  such, 

4»  To  hold  examinations  for  normal  and  university  scholar- 
ships. 

5,   To  visit  the  public  schools  in  the  county,  observe  methods 
of  instruction,  make  recommendations  to  teachers,  and  ad- 
vise school  officers;  to  observe  sanitary  and  safety  con- 
ditions, and  notify  trustees  and  state  authorities  of  un- 
satisfactory conditions;  to  inspect  plans  and  specifica- 
tions, and  approve  those  meeting  state  regulations,*^ 

A  noteworthy  undertaking  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  is  the 
annual  teachers'  institute.  Pioneer  legislation  of  1869  provided  that 
the  school  directors  were  to  allow  school  teachers  to  attend  the  teachers' 
institute  in  their  county  vathout  the  loss  of  time  or  pay,^  Twenty  years 
later,  the  superintendent  of  schools  was  required  to  hold  the  institute 
annually,^  A  f-und  was  set  up  for  this  purpose  which  has  continued  to  be 
made  up  of  the  fees  received  from  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates 
and  from  teachers'  registration.  Money  from  the  fund  is  paid  out  only 
on  the  order  of  the  superintendent  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  annual 
institute,  ''/Jhen  the  fund  exceeds  the  annual  cost  of  the  institute,  the 
excess  may  be  paid  out  for  special  meetings  of  teachers," 


1,  L.1847,  p,  126;  L.1909,  p,  350;  L,1929,  p,  745, 

2,  L.1927,  p.  843;  L,1929,  p,  745, 

3,  R.S.1845,  p,  498,499;  L,1847,  p,  122;  L,1349,  p.  156;  L.1855,  p,  246, 
S47;  L.1855,  p.  66,67;  L,1B61,  p.  190,191;  L,1865,  p,  119,120;  L,1909, 
p,  347-50;  L,1915,  p,  636-38, 

4,  L.1869,  p,  394, 

5,  L,1889,  p,  312,      . 

6,  L,1905,  p.  385;  L,1931,  p,  876, 
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Funds;  Sale  of  School  Lands;  School 
Districts;  Teachers'  Records 


Accounts  of  School  Funds 

U03.   DISTRIBUTION  OF  FTJNDS.  I93U— .   1  v. 
Account  cf  school  distributive  fund,  showing  names  of  township  and 
treasurer,  niunber  of  school  district,  amount  arportioned  to  each  dis- 
trict, and  date  and  total  amount  paid  to  township  treas\irer  "by  county 
superintendent.   Arr.  alph.  "by  name  cf  twp.   No  index.   Hdw.   I50  p. 
10  X  13  X  li.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  Istfl. 


Sale  of  School  Lands 
(See  also  entry  6) 

UoU.   SCHOOL  LAND  R3C0RD,  1 865-67.   1  v. 
Copies  of  petitions  for  sale  of  school  landg^  showing  date  and  natiire 
of  petition,  legal  description  and  location  of  school  lands,  name  and 
n'omber  of  school  district,  names  of  petitioners,  affidavit  as  to  num"ber 
of  male  white  adults  in  township  where  lands  are  located,  names  of  wit- 
nesses to  affidavit,  £.nd  date  of  filing  of  petition.   Arr.  V  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   Hdw.   60  d.  10  x  12  x  i.      Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  bsmt. 


School  Districts 

U05.   CLAIMS  FOR  STAT3  AID,  192ij — .   1  f  .h. 
State-aid  cla,ins  showing  amn\int  of  taxes,  general  apoortionment  among 
districts  bp.sed  on  attendance  of  pupils,  special  equalisation  quot?.  due, 
total  amo-iont  of  claims,  and  dc.te  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  17  x  2h.      Off.  of  supt.  of 
sch. ,  1st  fl. 


Teachers'  Records 

U06.   T1Lfi.CHERS'  RECORD,  I90O— .   2  f.b. 
Teachers'  permanent  record  cards  showing  name,  age,  date  and  place  of 
birth,  and  home  and  school  addresses  of  teacher,  schools  of  attendance, 
dates  of  attendance  and  graduation,  teaching  experience,  place  and  date 
of  last  enployrrent,  and  date  and  grade  of  certificate.   Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  teacher.   No  index.  ^  x  J  x   I6.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   Off. 
of  supt.  of  sch.,  1st  f 1 . 

1+07.   SITZRIN'TEND^JT'S  RilCORD  OF  ZXAI^IINATION  OF  TSACHIP.S,  1877~. 
3  v.,(lS77-19l7);  16  f.b. ,  (191U— D. 
Examination  records  of  teachers,  showing  date  of  examination,  name,  ad- 
dress, date  and  place  of  birth,  date  and  grade  of  certificate  of  teacher, 
schools  of  attendance,  dates  of  attendance  and  graduation,  degree 
attained,  and  schools,  subjects,  and  years  taught.   Arr.  by  date  of 
examination.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   V.  3^0  p.  lU  x  9  x  li; 
f.b.  10  X  6  X  13.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  1st  fl. 
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Pupil  Records;  Reports 


Pupil  Records 

408.   (PUPILS'  EXAJ-IINATION  KECORD),  1892-93.   10  v. 
Examination  record  of  pupils  in  rural  school  grades,  showing  name  of 
school,  subjects  studied,  name  and  age  of  each  child,  grade  of  ex- 
amination, district  number,  name  of  township,  and  teacher's  name  and 
address.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  school.  No  index.  Hdw.   160  p. 
10|  X  8^  X  1.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  1st  fl. 


Reports 

409.  ANMJAX  REPORTS,  1860--.   78  v. 

Copies  of  county  school  superintendent's  annual  reports  of  general 
and  financial  statistics  to  county  board,  showing  date  of  report,  in- 
come of  township  fund,  names  of  districts  employing  two  teachers  or 
more  and  containing  high  schools,  with  financial  and  special  statistics 
for  high  schools.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   39  p.  16  X  10|  X  J.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,   1st  fl. 

410.  TRUSTEES'  ANNUA!  REPORT,  1915--.   10  bdl. 

Reports  of  township  school  trustees,  showing  name  of  township,  date 
of  report,  general  statistics  as  to  value  of  all  school  property, 
amount  of  tax  levies,  bonded  indebtedness,  financial  statistics  as 
to  receipts  and  expenditures  of  educational,  building,  distributive, 
and  loanable  funds,  and  names  of  treasurer  and  superintendent.  Also 
contains  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
1924 — ,  entry  411.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.  9|  X  15  X  I5.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  1st  fl. 

411.  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS,  1860- 
1923.   1  bdl.   1924—  in  Trustees'  Annual  Report,  entry  410. 

Copies  of  annual  reports  of  superintendent  of  schools  to  county  board, 
showing  name  of  superintendent,  date  of  report,  general  statistics  as 
to  enrollment,  districts,  length  of  terms,  attendance,  promotion, 
number  of  tuition-paying  pupils,  administrative  positions,  salaries, 
pensions,  school  buildings  and  property,  tax  levies,  libraries,  and 
financial  statistics  of  various  school  funds.   Arr.  by  date  of  re- 
port.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   14  x  10  x  6.   Off.  of 
supt.  of  sch.,  1st  fl. 
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XVI.   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 


From  1833  to  1849  the  county  commissioners'  court  exercised  juris- 
diction over  roads  and  bridges  in  Rock  Island  County. •'■  The  court  was  em- 
powered to  locate  new  roads,  to  alter  or  vacate  old  roads,  to  divide  the 
county  into  road  districts,  and  to  appoint  a  supervisor  in  each  district. 2 
The  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  were  effected  by  means  of  a  labor 
tax  levied  on  all  able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty. 
It  was  the  supervisor's  duty  to  summon  these  men  for  work  when  road  labor 
was  needed. 3 

From  1849  to  1857  the  county  court  in  Rock  Island  County  had  the  con- 
trol and  supervision  of  public  roads  and  bridges.   The  substitution  of  this 
administrative  body  for  the  old  county  commissioners'  court  effected  no  ma- 
terial cha^nges  in  the  earlier  set  up.   The  system  of  road  districts  was  re- 
tained and  the  work  of  superintending  road  construction  fjid  maintenance  con- 
tinued to  be  vested  in  district  supervisors. 4 

In  1857,  when  township  organization  was  instituted  in  Rock  Island  Coun- 
ty,^ the  care  and  superintendence  of  roads  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
townships.   In  1849,  legislation  enabling  the  adoption  of  this  form  of  county 
government  had  provided  for  the  election  in  each  township  of  a  highway  com- 
missioner and  as  msuiy  overseers  of  highways  as  there  were  road  districts  in 
the  county.   The  commissioners  at  their  annual  meeting  determined  necessary 
action  for  establishing  new  roads  and  repairing,  altering,  or  vacating  old 
roads;  the  overseers  of  highways  were  then  required  to  carry  out  the  commis- 
sioners' instructions.^  This  system  of  road  control  and  maintenance  obtained 
until  1913;  in  that  year  the  office  of  superintendent  of  highways  was  first 
established.'!'  The  boards  of  highway  commissioners  which  existed  prior  to 
that  date  have  continued  to  function,  but  their  powers  are  principally  sub- 
ordinated to  those  of  the  superintendent  of  highways. 

The  superintendent  is  appointed  by  the  county  board.  The  board  sub- 
mits a  list  of  three  to  five  candidates  to  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Works  and  Buildings,  which  department  exajnines  the  Cr-^Jididates  to  determine 


1.  L.1819,  p.  175;  R.L.1827,  p.  340. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  333;  L.1825,  p.  130;  R.L.1827,  p.  340,344. 

3.  L.1819,  p.  334;  R.L.1827,  p.  341,342. 

4.  L.1847,  p.  111-13;  L.1849,  p.  65;  L.1851,  p.  179. 

5.  L.1851,  p.  65.   Township  organization  adopted  in  1856,  but  not  effective 
Tintil  1857. 

6.  L.1849,  p.  212. 

7.  L.1913,  p.  524. 
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the  person  "best  fitted  for  the  office. 1  The  successful  candidate  holds 
office  for  six  years  and  is  renunerated  in  a  siJm  fixed  "by  the  county 
board. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  superintendent  of  highways  come  under 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Public  Forks  and  Euildings. 
However,  the  superintendent  is  subject,  upon  hearing,  to  removal  by  the 
county  board.   The  superintendent  exercises  supervision  over  township, 
county,  and  state-aid  roads,  and  bridges  axid  culverts  in  his  county  and  is 
required  to  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  chief  highway 
engineer  of  the  sta.te.2 

His  principal  duties  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  prepare  plans,  specifications,  and  estimates  for 
all  bridges  to  be  built  by  the  county. 

2.  To  supervise  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
coimty  roads  and  bridges,  and  state-aid  roads. 

3.  To  inspect  the  highways  and  bridges  in  each  town  or 
district  of  his  county  at  least  once  a  year. 

4.  To  advise  and  direct  the  highway  commissioners  in 
each  town  or  district  as  to  the  best  methods  of  re- 
pair, maintenance,  and  improvement  of  highvfays  and 
bridges. 

5.  To  approve  any  purchase  in  excess  of  $200  for  ma- 
terials, machinery,  or  apparatus  to  be  used  in  road 
constx'uction  in  any  tovms  or  district."^ 

He  is  required  to  keep  the  following  records: 

1.  Records  of  contracts,  purchases,  and  expenditures  author- 
ized by  himself,  the  county  board,  or  tovmship  commissioners. 

2.  Maps,  plats,  blueprints,  specifications,  etc.,  arising 
from  his  supervision  of  roads  and  bridges,  or  the  planning 
of  nev/  construction. 

3.  Accounts  of  the  funds  handled  by  his  office. 

4.  Reports  from  other  officers  or  bodies  touching  upon  the 
affairs  of  his  office;  copies  of  his  own  reports  on  the 
administration  of  his  office;  related  papers.'^ 


1.  L.1921,  p.  781;  L.1933,  p.  961.   From  1913  to  1917  the  list  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  State  Highv/ay  Commission.   In  1917  this  state  agency  was 
abolished,  and  its  rights,  powers,  and  duties  were  vested  in  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  created  in  the  same  year 
(L.1913,  p.  524;  L.1917,  p.  4,16,24). 

2.  L.1921,  p.  782;  L.1933,  p.  961. 

3.  L.1913,  p.  523-26. 

4.  Ibid. ,  p.  525. 
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struction  and  Maintenance  Records; 
Allotments  and  Claims;  Maps 


All  records  of  the  superintendent  of  highways  are  kept  in  his 
office  on  the  first  floor. 


Construction  and  Maintenance  Records 

412.  STATE-AID  ROUTES  (Road  Plans),  1921—.   35  f.h. 
Miscellaneous  collection  of  plans  for  road  construction  of  various  county 
and  state  roads.   No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Blueprint,   7  x  9  x  24, 

413,  MAINTENANCE  SUPERVISOR'S  DAILY  REPORTS,  1935—.  2  f  ,b. 
Road  maintenance  supervisor's  daily  reports  showing  date  of  report, 
weather  condition,  patrols  and  sections  of  visit,  state-aid  route  number, 
condition,  number  of  men  working,  nature  of  work,  miles  traveled  and 
hours  worked,  and  signature  of  supervisor,  Arr,  by  date  of  report.  No 
index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  4  x  6  x  12, 


Allotments  and  Claims 

414,  1927  MOTOR  FUEL  TAX  ALLOTMENT,  1927—.  1  v. 

Register  of  motor  fuel  tax  allotments,  showing  date  of  contract,  amounts 
for  labor,  engineering,  principal  and  interest  of  bonds,  emergency  relief, 
and  treasurer's  fees,  amount  and  date  of  allotment,  and  certified  amount, 
Arr,  by  date  of  allotment.  No  index.  Typed  under  pr,  hdgs,  150  p. 
12  X  17  X  1, 

415,  MOTOR  FUEL  TAX  ALLOTJ/IENT  RECORD,    1931  —  ,      1  v. 

Record  of  motor  fuel  tax  allotments,  showing  date,  receipt  and  claim  num- 
bers, amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  balance  available,  estimate 
of  cost,  and  amount  requested  by  resolution  of  county  board,  Arr,  by 
section  no.  No  index,  Typod  under  pr,  hdgs,  75  p.  10  x  13  x  -g-, 

416,  CLAIM  REGISTER,  1934—,   1  v. 

Register  of  claims  entered  against  highway  fund,  showing  date  and  number 
of  claim,  name  and  address  of  claimant,  cause  for  claim,  patrol  number, 
total  claims,  functional  distribution,  and  warrant  number,  Arr,  by  date 
of  claim.   No  index.   Typed  under  pr,  hdgs,  400  p.  12  x  17  x  2, 


Maps 

417,  ROCK  ISLAND  COUNTY,  1935,  1  map. 

Map  of  Rock  Island  County,  shelving  locations  of  townships,  towns,  rail- 
roads, and  state  routes,  Rockford,  Illinois:  Stacey  Map  Publishers. 
Printed,   32  x  41, 

418,  CITY  OF  EAST  MOLINE,  ILLINOIS,  1929,  1  map. 

Political  map  showing  locations  of  lots,  blocks,  streets,  and  alleys 
of  East  Moline,  Draftsman,  R,  M.  Benell.  Printed  and  colored,  1  in, 
to  200  ft,  69  X  54, 
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419.  CITY  OF  ROCK  ISLAITO,  1927.   1  map. 

Map  of  City  of  Rock  Island,  showing  city  limits,  state  routes,  and  city 
streets.  Draftsman,  Wallace  Treichler.  Hand-dravm.   1  in.  to  300  ft. 
78  X  66. 

420.  ROCK  ISLAND  COUNTY,  1915.   1  map. 

Map  of  Rock  Island  County,  showing  township  lines,  section  and  range  num- 
"bers ,  locations  of  towns,  roads,  and  state  routes.  Draftsman,  Clifford 
L.  Hubbard.  Printed  and  colored.   56  x  40. 

421.  MAP  OF  THE  TRI-CITIES,  DAVENPORT,  ROCK  ISLAND,  AND  MOLINE, 
tio  date.  1  map. 

Map  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  Rock  Island  and  Moline,  Illinois,  showing 
city  limits,  state  routes,  and  city  streets.  Davenport,  Iowa:  Olson 
and  Ducken,  publishers.  Printed.   3  3/4  in.  to  1  mi.  48  x  32. 


XVII.   SURVEYOR 


The  office  of  surveyor  was  established  in  the  State  of  Illinois  in 
1821;  the  incumbent  was  an  appointee  of  the  General  Assembly.   During 
recess  of  the  legislature,  nominations  were  made  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  to  the  Governor.^  Prom  1835  to  1936,  the  county  surveyor 
was  an  elected  officer  of  the  county  electorate.^  Since  September,  1936 
he  has  been  an  appointee  of  the  county  board.'*  His  appointment  is  for 
a  four-year  term.  He  takes  and  subscribes  to  an  oath  which  is  filed  in 
the  county  clerk's  office. 

The  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  make  all  surveys  within  the 
bounds  of  his  county  that  he  may  be  called  upon  to  make  by  the  county 
board  or  interested  persons.   Such  surveys  include  surveys  of  lands  of 
persons  requesting  the  same,  of  additions  or  subdivisions,  and  marking 
of  county  lines.  Pew  changes  have  been  made  in  the  original  statutory 
requirements  for  the  duties  of  this  office.  The  surveyor  may  appoint 
one  or  more  deputies.  Any  individual  requesting  a  survey  must  employ 
his  own  chainmen  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  surveyor. 

The  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  well-bound  book  in  which 
to  record  all  surveys  made  by  him,  giving  such  information  as  the  names 


1.  L.1821,  p.  62;  R.L.1829,  p.  172;  R.L.1833,  p.  591. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  L.1835.  p.  166;  L.1837,  p.  558;  R.S.1845,  p.  523;  R.S.1874.  p.  456, 
1050;  L.1903,  p.  349. 

4.  L.1933.  p.  1104.  Effective  in  1936. 
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of  the  persons  whose  land  is  surveyed  and  descriptive  data  of  the  survey. 
This  record  is  required  to  "be  kept  ty   the  surveyor  in  the  recorder's 
office.   The  surveyor  also  preserves  his  field  notes  and  retains  copies 
of  plats. 

422.   SURVEYOR'S  RECORD,  1838—.   3  v.  (l,  2.  1  not  numbered). 
Missing:  1858-84. 

Record  of  plats  of  surveys  by  coionty  surveyor,  showing  number  of  feet 
in  each  parcel  of  land  with  name  and  address  of  owner,  legal  description 
of  property,  location  of  stakes,  and  date  of  survey.   Also  contains  School 
Plats,  1838-66,  entry  66.   Arr.  by  date  of  survey.   1838-67,  indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  property  owner;  1885 — ,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  twp.   Hdw. 
and  hand-drawn.   540  -  595  p.,  18%  x  12|  x  3.   V.  1,  2,  1838-67,  co.  elk. ' s 
vlt. ,  2nd  fl.;  1  V.  not  numbered,  1885 — ,  rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


XVIII.   DRAINAGE  COMMISSIONERS 


For  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  public  welfare  and  health,  the  consti- 
tution had  delegated  to  the  General  Assembly  broad  power  to  provide  laws 
in  regard  to  drainage. 2  By  statutory  provision  these  activities  are 
exercised  by  drainage  commissioners  in  districts  of  Rock  Island  County. 
The  corporate  authorities  of  the  drainage  districts  have  power  to  acquire 
right  of  ways,  issue  bonds,  construct  and  maintain  drains,  ditches,  and 
levees  for  agricultural,  sanitary  or  mining  purposes,  and  assess  the  bene- 
fited property. 

Drainage  districts  may  be  organized  by  land  owners  upon  petition 
to  the  county  court.   When  the  court  finds  in  favor  of  the  petitioners, 
it  then  enters  an  order  to  that  effect  and  appoints  three  commissioners, 
to  examine  and  survey  the  proposed  Isjids.   The  commissioners,  when  they 
have  completed  their  assignment,  make  a  final  report  to  the  court  with 
recommendations  and  the  copies  of  surveys,  maps,  plats,  and  estimates.'^ 


1.  L.1821.  p.  63,64;  R.L.1829,  p.  173;  R.L.1833.  p.  591-93,599,600; 
L.1845.  p.  201;  R.S.1845,  p.  524;  R.S.1874,  p.  1050;  L.1885,  p.  248; 
L.1915,  p.  575;  L.1953,  p.  1104. 

2.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  IV,  sec.  31. 

3.  First  amendment  to  the  constitution,  ratified  November  29,  1878, 
incorporated  in  the  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  IV,  sec.  31;  L.1879, 
p.  124-39. 

4.  L. 1871-72,  p.  356-58;  R.S.1874,  p.  429;  L.1875.  p.  76,77;  L.1879, 
p.  120,124,155;  L.18B5,  p.  78,93,95,110-15;  L. 1907. p.  275;  L.1913, 
p.  261. 
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The  districts  are  of  throe  kinds:  regular,  which  is  composed  of  property 
Ivin.-r  in  a  sinrle  tovflfi:  union,  'Vihere   the  lands  orp;ani^ed  lie  in  tvro  tovmsj 
special,  v/ith  three  or  more  to\vns  involved. ■'■ 

After  the  report  on  a  proposed  district  has  been  r.iade,  the  court 
cor.pletes  the  organization  of  the  district, 2  The  corporate  powers  of 
regular  and  union  districts  are  vested  in  three  conir.iisGioners  appointed 
by  tovm  clerks.  The  corporate  authority  in  special  drainage  districts 
is  vested  in  three  elected  comiTiissioners  of  the  district.-^  In  regular 
districts  the  cora.iissioncrs  appoint  one  of  their  nuTiiber  to  act  as  sec- 
retary. The  tovm  clerk  in  iinion  districts  acts  as  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict,^ The  county  clerk  and  coujity  treasurer  in  cases  of  the  special 
drainage  districts  are,  respectively,  ex-officio  clorjc^  and  treasurer^ 
of  each  district.  Rock  Isl'-.nd  County  has  three  special  drainage  districts. 

The  follov.'ing  records  belong  to  the  drainar^-e  coimnissioncrs: 

1.  Records  of  bonds  issued. 

2.  As  SOS  sill  ent  books. 

3.  Petitions  of  ovmors  of  land  to  stay  assess- 
ments, orders  of  comnissioners  thereupon,  and 
other  proceedings. 

4.  State  auditor's  certificates  of  interest  due 
on  bonds. 

5.  Tax  lists  shomng  pro-rata  share  of  levy  for 
bond  interest  (union  and  special  districts 
only) . 

6.  Copies  of  reports  to  county  court  on  condi- 
tions of  district  and  estimated  expenditures; 
and  to  county  tree  surer  on  delinquent  lands; 
maps  and  plats,  surveys  and  estimates;  office 
transactions. 7 

The  first  two  records  are  required  to  be  kept  in  scpaiate  books, 
the  next  three  generally  arc  laiown  as  the  "Drainage  Record,"  and  the 
remaining  records  arc  kept  desultorily. 


1.  L.1879,  p.  155;  L.1885,  p.  93,94,113.  River  districts,  though  not 
in  this  category,  may  be  organized  similirly  and  with  like  powers. 
L.1885,  p.  106. 

2.  See  footnote  4,  p.  213. 

3.  L.1879,  p.  156;  L.1885.  p,  93,95,113. 

4.  L.1915,  p,  390.   The  town  clerk  shall  be  clerk  of  the  union  drainage 
district,  when  the  major  portion  lies  in  his  town. 

5.  L.1885,  p.  95;  L.1915,  p.  390;  L.1919,  p.  468. 

6.  L.1885,  p.  104. 

7.  L.1879.  p.  120-34;  L.1885,  p.  78-104. 
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423.  DRURY  DISTRICT  (Drainage),  1906--.   5  f.b.   1891-1905  in 
(Driiry  Drainage  District  and  Miscellaneous),  entry  424. 

Drury  drainage  district  papers,  including  court  orders,  petitions  for  es- 
tablishment of  assessment  rolls,  amended  assessment  rolls,  court  decrees, 
jury  verdicts,  and  appeals  to  higher  courts.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index.   Hdw.  ,  tj'-ped,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co. 
elk. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

424.  (DRURY  DRAINAGE  DISTRICT  Al.'D  MISCELLAITEOUS) ,  1891-1915.   1  f.b. 
Drilry  drainage  district  papers,  including  petitions,  orders,  and  appoint- 
ments of  drainage  commissioners,  and  reports  to  coimty  judge  of  fess, 
fines,  and  forfeitures  collected;  also  contains  Drury  District  (Drainage), 
1891-1905,  entry  423,  and(Estray  Papers),  1899-1915,  entry  101.   Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm. 

10  X  4^  X  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

425.  BLACKHA17K  DRiMNAGE  DISTRICT,  1919—.   1  f.b. 

Blackhawk  drainage  district  papers,  including  court  orders,  petitions  for 
establishment  of  district,  assessment  rolls,  verdict  of  jurors,  and  amount 
of  drainage  tax.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  HdT7  ,  typed,  and  hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

426.  HAl.lPTON  DRAINAGE  DISTRICT,  1926—.   1  f.b.   Last  entry  1931. 
Hampton  drainage  district  papers,  including  petition  for  organization, 
petition  to  change  name,  commissioners'  reports,  court  decrees,  assess- 
ment rolls,  objections  to  assessment,  and  jury  verdicts.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x.  15. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


XIX.   TUBERCULOSIS  SANITARIUM^ 


In  1909  the  powers  of  the  county  were  extended  to  permit  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  sanitarium  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  county  residents 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.'-^  This  provision  was  greatly  amplified  in  an 
act  of  1915  which  described  in  detail  the  conditions  necessarj--  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  an  institution  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  to  be 
supported,  managed,  and  controlled. ^ 

The  act  provided  that  whenever  one  hundred  legal  voters  in  a  county 
should  petition  the  county  board  to  Ic/y  a  tax  for  the  establishment  and 


1.  Rock  Island  Tuberculosis  Sanitariiim. 

2.  L.19Q9,  p.  162. 

3.  L.1915.  p.  346-49. 
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mcintcnancc  of  c.  tuberculosis  sr.nitr.rium,  the  board  'vvus  required  to  submit 
the  question  to  the  voters  of  the  county  c.t  the  next  regular  genercl  elec- 
tion. A  favorc.blc  mcjority  of  r.ll  votes  cr.st  upon  the  proposition  v.t.s 
necessary  for  adoption.-'-  In  the  origino-l  legislation  of  1915,  the  amount 
of  the  tax  levy  v;ac  liirated  to  not  more  than  three  mills  on  the  dollar 
annually  on  all  taxable  property  in  the  county. 2  This  limit  v/r.s  loT/ercd 
in  1923  to  tv/o  mills, ^  and  further  reduced  in  1929  to  one  and  one-half 
mills, 4  the  present  statv.torj'-  requirement.  The  money  thus  received  v-TiS 
to  be  set  apart  in  a  special  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  Fund.^ 

The  management  of  the  sanitariiim  v/as  vested  in  a  board  of  three  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  president  or  chairman  of  the  county  board  vrith 
the  approval  of  that  body.  The  directors  were  to  serve  for  three  years. 6 
Vacancies  on  the  board  ".'.'crc  to  be  filled  in  the  mariner  in  v/hich  original 
appointm.cnts  ".verc  made.  Immediately  after  their  appointment,  the  direc- 
tors v;ere  required  to  meet  and  elect  from  their  number  a  president,  sec- 
retary/-, and  such  other  officers  as  they  might  deem.  necessai*y.7  The 
Rock  Island  County  electorate  voted  in  1920  for  the  levying  of  a  tax  to 
establish  such  an  institution,  and  the  first  board  ef  directors  uas  ap- 
pointed on  June  16,  1921. ^ 

Today  the  pov.'crs  and  duties  of  the  board  of  directors  arc  essentially 
the  same  as  in  1915.   The  directors  are  required  to  make  and  adopt  such 
bylav/s,  rules,  and  regulations  for  their  ov.-n  guidance  and  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  sanitarium  and  all  its  auiciliary  activities  as  may  be  expedient 
and  consistent  vrith  statutory  requirements.  They  arc  also  granted  exclusive 
control  of  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  collected  to  the  credit  of  the  fund 
and  may  receive,  in  the  ncjnc  of  the  county,  contributions  or  donations  to 
the  sanitarium  of  money  or  property.  The  same  act  provides  th£.t  persons  de- 
siring to  m.ake  a  donation,  bequest,  or  devise  of  any  money,  personal  prop- 
erty, or  real  estate  may  vest  the  title  to  such  property  in  the  board  of 
directors  v:he  shall,  upon  acceptance,  hold  and  control  it  and  act  as  special 
trustees.  Cthorwisa,  all  moneys  received  for  the  use  of  the  sanitarium  are 
deposited  in  the  co'onty  treasury  v/ithin  a  month  after  their  receipt,  to  be 


1.  L.1915,  p.  346,347. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  346. 

3.  L.1923,  p.  302. 

4.  L.1929,  p.  304. 

5.  L.1915,  p.  346;  L.1923,  p.  302;  L.1929,  p.  304,305. 

6.  The  first  three  directors  were  required  to  serve  for  irregular  terms 
of  one,  tv;o,  and  three  years  in  order  to  permit  the  appointment  of  one 
new  director  annually.  Choice  of  terms  was  decided  by  lot  (L.1915, 

p.  347). 

7.  Ibid. 

8.  Supervisors'  Records,  v.  Q,  p.  516. 

9.  L.1915,  p.  346-49;  L.1923,  p'.  302,303;  L.1929,  p.  304,305.   Cf. 
R.S.1937,  p.  956-59. 
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drawn  upon  only  "by  the  proper  officers  upon  presentation  of  properly 
authenticated  vouchers  of  the  board  of  directors.   Whenever  such  a 
deposit  is  made  the  board  is  required  to  secure  a  receipt  from  the 
treasurer. 1 

The  board  may  purchase  or  lease  ground  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  and  may  occupy,  lease,  or  erect  an  appropria.te  building  or  build- 
ings for  the  use  of  the  ssmitaxium  and  its  auxiliary  institutions  or 
activities.  No  building  may  be  constructed,  however,  until  the  plrjis 
have  been  approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 2  and 
no  building  in  which  tuberculosis  patients  arc  to  bo  housed  may  be  e- 
rected  on  the  grounds  of  a  county  poor  f?jm.  The  board  has  exclusive 
control  of  the  supervision,  care,  and  custodj'  of  the  grounds,  rooms, 
or  buildings  so  constructed,  leased,  or  set  apart.  The  board  is  em- 
powered to  appoint  and  remove  superintendents,  matrons,  and  all  other 
necessary  assistants,  and  to  fix  their  compensation.   It  is  required 
that  one  or  more  of  the  directors  shall  visit  the  sanitarium  and  all 
its  branches,  dispensaries,  and  auxiliary  institutions  and  activities 
at  least  twice  in  each  month.  No  board  member  m^^   receive  compensation 
for  his  services  nor  bo  interested  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  the 
purchase  or  sale  of  any  supplies  for  the  institution. »5 

All  sanitariums  established  iindor  the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
required  to  be  free  for  the  benefit  of  all  tubercxilar  inhabitants  of 
the  county.   Such  inhabitants  are  entitled  to  occupancy,  nursing,  care, 
medicine,  and  attendance,  subject  to  the  rules  and  regula.tions  adopted 
by  the  board  of  directors.  A  person  who  violates  these  rules  and  re- 
gulations may  be  excluded  from  the  use  of  the  sanitarium.  No  person  may 
be  compelled  to  enter  the  sanitarium  or  any  of  its  branches,  dispensaries 
or  other  auxiliary  institutions  unless  his  consent  in  writing  has  first 
been  obtained.  In  the  case  of  a  minor  or  person  under  a  disability  the 
written  consent  must  be  secured  from  his  parent,  guardian,  or  conservator. 
In  the  same  manner,  provision  is  made  for  home  treatment  under  proper 
rules  and  regulations.  The  board  may  also  extend  the  privileges  and  use 
of  the  s,anitarium  to  tubercular  residents  of  Illinois  who  live  outside 
the  county,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  directors  prescribe. 
The  board  has  power  to  make  rules  and  regulations  governing  all  physicians, 
nurses,  attendants,  patients,  or  other  persons  approaching  or  coming 
within  the  limits  of  the  grounds,  and  all  articles  used  or  brought  there. 
The  rules  extend  to  all  branches,  dispensaries,  and  other  auxiliary  in- 
stitutions located  in  the  county,  to  their  employees,  and  to  all  emploj''ees 
sent  into  the  homes  of  patients.  All  reputable  physicians  are  entitled 
to  equal  privileges  in  treating  patients  in  any  county  tuberculosis 
sanitarium.^ 


1.  L.1915,  p.  347-49. 

2.  In  1917,  the  State  Board  of  Health  was  abolished  (L.1917,  p.  17); 
since  that  year,  all  plans  for  sanitarium  buildings  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  of  Public  Health,  successor  to  the  board 
(Ibid.,  p.  27). 

3.  L.1915,  p.  347,348. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  348,349. 
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Since  1923,  to  insure  greater  working  efficiency,  counties  main- 
taining tuberculosis  sanitariums  have  been  permitted  to  convey  property 
acquired  for  such  purposes,  to  any  adjacent  county  or  counties  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  respective  county  boards  agree  on  by  a 
majority  vote  of  all  members  of  each  board.  In  the  same  year  it  was  al- 
so provided  that  counties  without  public  tubercxilosis  facilities  might 
use  funds  secured  for  that  purpose  to  give  patients  semitarium  care  in 
private  or  public  sanitariums  of  the  state. ^ 

The  directors  are  required  to  report  monthly  to  the  county  board  on 
conditions  in  the  sanitarium.  They  also  return  to  that  body  a  monthly 
list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  making  contributions  and  donations,  the 
amount  and  nature  of  the  property  so  received,  and  the  date  of  its  re- 
ceipt. On  or  before  the  second  Monday  in  June  in  each  year,  the  direct- 
ors make  an  annual  report  to  the  county  board,  stating  the  condition  of 
their  trust  on  the  first  day  of  June,  the  various  sums  of  money  received 
from  all  sources  and  how  and  for  what  p-urpose  expended,  the  number  of 
patients,  and  other  pertinent  statistics,  information,  and  suggestions. 

For  abstract  of  title  to  tuberculosis  sanitarium,  see  entry  24. 

427.  HISTORY  CARDS,  1916--.   1  f.b. 

Case  history  cards  of  patients,  showing  case  number,  name,  age,  marital 
status,  religion,  residence,  birthplace,  family  history,  sjid  name  and 
address  of  closest  relative  or  friend  of  patient,  names  of  family  and 
examining  physician,  present  and  former  occupation,  first  symptoms,  date 
of  diagnosis,  symptoms  on  admittance,  dates  of  admittance  and  discharge, 
length  of  stay,  cpndition  on  discharge,  and  reason  for  discharge.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  patient.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  17  x  20. 
Supt.'s  off.,  1st  fl.,  CO.  tuberculosis  sanitarium. 

428.  (SANITARim  CASE  RECORD),  1932~.   1  shelf,  1  desk  drawer. 

Case  records  of  patients,  showing  case  number,  name  of  patient,  diagnosis, 
dates  of  admittance  and  discharge,  condition  upon  admittance,  names  of 
attending  and  referring  physicians,  daily  temperature  chart,  daily  pro- 
gress report,  examination  sheets  for  routine  examination  by  medical  di- 
rector. X-ray  chart,  physician's  order  record  for  medicines,  blood  sedi- 
mentation index,  urine  examination,  and  artificial  pneumothorax  chart. 
Upon  patient'  s  discharge,  records  are  transferred  from  binders  in  desk 
to  envelopes  on  shelf.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  patient.  No  index. 
Shelf  14  X  60  X  15-;  desk  drawer  14  x  15  x  36.   Shelf,  medical  director'  s 
off,,  1st  fl.;  desk  drawer,  corridor  near  supt.'s  off,,  1st  fl.,  co. 
tuberculosis  sanitarium. 


1.  L.1923,  p.  303. 

2.  L.1915.  p.  348,349. 
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429.  X-RaYS  of  patients,  1933--.   3  f.b. 
X-ray  negatives  of  patients,  showing  name  of  patient,  date,  and  number 
of  negative.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  patient.  N.o  index.   16  x  20  x  26. 
Medical  director's  off.,  1st  fl., co.  tuberculosis  santarium. 


XX.  COUNTY  HOIAE 


One  phase  of  public  assistance  is  administered  by  the  covinty  home. 
All  county  poorhouses,  poor  farms,  and  institutions  for  the  support  and 
care  of  indigents  in  Illinois  are  kno^^m  as  county  homes. 1  County  poor- 
houses  and  farms  have  existed  in  this  state  under  statutory  provisions 
for  nearly  a  century.  The  legislation  creating  these  coimty  establish- 
ments for  the  indigent  has  changed  little  since  the  original  enactments. 
The  county  boards  of  the  various  counties  may  establish  a  county  home, 
and  are  granted  the  following  powers: 

1.  To  acquire  by  purchase,  grant,  gift,  or  devise,  a 
suitable  tract  or  tracts  upon  which  to  erect  and 
maintain  a  county  poorhouse  and  other  necessary 
buildings,  and  for  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  a  farm  for  the  employment  of  the  poor. 

2.  To  receive  gifts  and  bequests  to  aid  in  the  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  the  poorhouse,  or  in  the 
care  of  the  indigents. 

3.  To  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  same. 

4.  To  appoint  a  keeper  of  the  poorhouse  and  all  nec- 
essary agents  and  servants  for  the  management  and 
control  of  the  poorhouse  and  farm,  and  to  prescribe 
their  compensation  and  duties. 

5.  To  appoint  a  county  physician  and  prescribe  his 
compensation  and  duties. 

6.  To  appoint  an  agent  to  have  the  general  supervision 
and  charge  of  all  matters  in  relation  to  the  care 
and  support  of  the  poor,  and  to  prescribe  his  com- 
pensation and  duties. 

7.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  the  county  home.^ 

Records  of  the  county  home  are  prepared  and  kept  by  the  keeper  (super- 
indendent)  of  the  home.  He  is  required  to  keep  an  account  showing  the 


1.  L.1919,  p.  699;  L.1935,  p.  1058. 

2.  L.1839,  p.  139;  R.S.1845,  p.  404,405;  L.1861,  p.  180;  R.S.1874, 

p.  757;  L.1917,  p.  638,639;  L.1919,  p.  698,699;  L.1955,  p.  1057,1058. 
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name  of  each  person  admitted  to  the  county  poorhouse,  the  time  of  his  ad- 
mission and  discharge,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  the  cause  of  his  de- 
pendency. He  is  also  required,  at  the  same  time  each  year,  to  file  with 
the  county  clerk  of  his  county  a  copy  of  this  record  together  with  a 
statement  showing  the  average  number  of  persons  kept  in  the  poorhouse  each 
month  during  the  yoar.l 

All  of  the  records  of  the  county  home  are  kept  in  the  superintend- 
ent's office  on  the  first  floor  of  the  building. 


430.  INFIRMARY  REGISTER,  1881—.   3  v.,  1  f.b.  Title  varies:  Inmate 
Record. 

History  of  county  home  inmates,  showing  name,  sex,  ago,  color,  occupation, 
birthplace,  parentage,  residence,  education,  health,  habits,  date  of 
admission,  and  property  of  inmate,  authority  for  admission,  supposed  cause 
of  pauperism,  date  of  discharge  or  death,  and  record  of  burial.   Subse- 
quent to  1909  this  record  consists  of  unbound  papers.  Arr,  alph.  by  name 
of  inmate.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  V.  500  p.  20  x  15  x  2g;  f.b. 

13  X  15  X  30. 

431.  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1910—.  1  f.b. 

Copies  of  annual  reports  to  county  board  of  supervisors,  showing  date  of 
report,  inventory  of  supplies,  buildings,  and  materials,  statement  of  re- 
ceipts, disbursements,  and  general  expenses,  net  cost  of  operation,  total 
number  of  inmates,  average  daily  inmates,  and  cost  per  inmate  per  day. 
Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   6  x  12  x  14, 

432.  LEDGER,  1910—.   4  v. 

Journal  of  inmates'  accounts,  showing  account  number,  name  and  address  of 
inmate,  folio  niomber,  date  and  amounts  of  debits  and  credits,  and  balance 
on  hand.  Arr,  by  account  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   150  p. 
10  X  13  X  1. 

433.  (CASH  BOOK),  1910—.   6  v. 

Record  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  county  home,  showing  date  and 
amount  of  receipt,  name  of  payer,  date  and  amount  of  expenditure,  ajid  pay- 
ing check  number.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.  No  index.  Hdw.  150  p. 

14  X  11  X  1. 

434.  (INVOICE  RECORD),  1920—.   3  v. 

Lists  of  invoices,  showing  date,  name,  amount,  accounts  payable,  distri- 
bution to  several  accounts  to  be  charged,  and  account  number.  Arr.  by 
date  of  invoice.  No  index.  Hdw.   150  p.  12  x  10  x  1. 


1.  R.S.1874,  p.  758. 
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XXI.  DEPJlRTNiSNT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


Matters  relating  to  putlic  assist?,nce  and  welfare  in  the  county  are 
handled  by  the  department  of  public  welfare,  which  was  established  in 
1937  as  successor  to  the  county  comnission  of  public  'velfare,-'-  This  de- 
partment consists  of  the  superintendent  of  public  welfare  and  a  staff 
selected  by  him  in  accordPJice  with,  and  subject  to,  the  approval  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  l^elfare. 

The  county  board  submits  to  the  state  depa.rtment  a  list  of  five 
residents  as  candidates  for  the  office  of  superintendent.   An  eligible 
list  of  these  candidates  is  prepared  by  the  state  department  by  competi- 
tive examination  and  certified  to  the  county  board.   The  board  in  turn 
makes  an  order  appointing  one  of  the  eligibles  as  superintendent  of 
public  welfare. 2 

The  superintendent  is  charged  with  all  the  executive  and  adminis- 
trative duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  depR.rtment  of  public  welfare. 
He  is  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of,  and  removal  by,  the  state 
agency."^ 

This  officer  has  power  and  it  is  his  duty  to: 

1.  Have  charge  and  develop  plans  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  old  p^   assistpjice. 

2.  Investigate  and  study  problems  of  assistance, 
correction,  pjid  general  welfare  within  his 
county. 

3.  Cooperate  with  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  in  the  operation  of  welfp.re  plans  pjid 
policies  in  his  county. 

4.  Maintain  such  records  FJid  file  such  reports 
with  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  as 
that  department  mp.y   rcqiiire. 

5.  Serve  as  agent  and  executive  officer  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  all  forms  of  public  assistance 
administered  by  that  department.^ 

All  the  records  of  the  county  department  are  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  supervision  of  the  agents  of  this  central  authority. 


1.  L. 1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  70-73;  L.1937,  p.  451. 

2.  L.1937.  p.  451,452. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  452. 

4.  L. 1935-36,  First  Sp,  Sess.,  p.  72;  L.1937,  p.  452. 
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The  department  of  public  welfare  administers  old  age  assistance  and 
is  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state  department. ^  Upon 
receipt  of  an  application  the  department  makes  an  investigation  of  the 
case.   In  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  department  is  allowed  to 
hold  hearings  and  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and  the  production 
of  papers  and  books. 2 

Old  age  assistance  records  and  accounts  are  kept  as  prescribed  by 
the  state  department.   All  applications  and  records  in  these  matters 
are  considered  public  records."^ 

All  records  of  the  department  of  public  welfare  are  kept  in  the 
northes,st  room  of  the  department's  office  suite. 

435.  ACTIVE  FILE,  1936—.   12  f.d. 

Case  record  of  each  applicant  for  old  age  assistance,  showing  name,  date 
and  place  of  birth,  present  address  and  marital  status  of  applicant,  place 
of  residence  for  past  nine  years,  names  and  addresses  of  living  relatives, 
statements  of  real  and  personal  property  owner,  insurance,  income,  and 
debts,  and  notarization  of  application;  includes  reports  of  investigator 
and  proof  of  eligibility.   Arr.  by  case  no.   No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm. 
lli  X  121  X  27|. 

436.  DENIED  FILE,  1936--.   4  f.d. 

Rejected  applications  for  old  age  assistance,  showing  complete  case  rec- 
ord as  described  in  Active  File,  entry  435,  and  reason  for,  and  date  of 
rejection.   Arr.  by  case  no.   No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   llg  x  122  ^  272. 

437.  COUNTY  PE1>IDING  FILE,  1936—.   1  f.d. 

Copies  of  applications  for  old  age  assistance  awaiting  county  approval, 
showing  complete  cp.se  record  as  described  in  Active  File,  entry  435. 
Arr.  by  case  no.   No  index.   Typed  on  pr,  fm.   llg  x  12^  x  27-2. 

438.  STATE  PENTJlN':}  FILE,    1936—.      1  f.d. 

Copies  of  applications  for  old  age  assistance  awaiting  state  approval, 
showing  complete  case  record  as  described  in  Active  File,  entry  435.   Arr. 
by  case  no.   No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm,   11^  x  123-  x  273-. 

439.  CANCELLED,  1936—.   1  f.d. 

Case  records  of  applicants  whose  old  age  pensions  have  been  cancelled, 
showing  same  information  as  given  in  Active  File,  entry  435,  and  reasons 
for,  and  date  of  cancellation.   Arr.  by  case  no.   No  index.   Typed  on  pr. 
fm,   11^  X  12i  X  27t. 


1.  L.1935.  p.  259,260;  L. 1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  54,55;  L.1957, 
p.  265. 

2.  L. 1935-36.  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  57-59;  L.1937,  p.  267,268. 

3.  L.1937,  p.  266,269'. 
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440.  TEMSF2REED  FILE,  1936—.   1  f.d. 

Case  records  of  applicants  transferred  to  other  counties  or  agencies, 
showing  name,  date  and  place  of  "birth,  present  address,  and  marital  status 
of  applicant,  places  of  residence  for  past  nine  years,  names  and  addresses 
of  living  relatives,  statements  of  real  and  personal  property  owned,  in- 
surance, income,  and  del)ts.  and  notarization.  Arr,  hy  case  no.  No  index. 
Typed  on  pr.  fm.   11^  x  12-|  x  27^. 

441.  DECEASED  FILE,  1936—.   4  f.d. 

Case  records  of  deceased  pensioners,  showing  all  information  as  given  in 
Active  File,  entry  435,  and  date  and  cause  of  death.  Arr,  by  case  no. 
No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  l/2  x  12  l/2  x  27  l/2. 

442.  OFFICE  CORHSSPONDENCE,  1936—.   3  f.d. 

Correspondence  relative  to  all  matters  regarding  old  age  assistance,  Arr. 
hy  case  no.  No  index.  Typed.  11  l/2  x  12  l/2  x  27  l/2. 


XXII.   FARM  BUESAU 


Rock  Island  County  farm  "bureau  was  organized  in  1916  to  promote  and 
foster  the  social  and  economic  interest  of  persons  engaged  in  agriculture, 
and  to  encourage,  promote,  and  foster  cooperative  organizations  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  its  members.  The  membership  of  this  bureau  is  made  up 
of  farmers  of  the  county.  A  farm  advisor  is  employed  who  cooperates  with 
the  University  of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture  in  its  program  of  ex- 
tension education  and  farm  studies,  and  to  work  with  farm  leaders  in  es- 
tablishing such  organizations  as  4-H  clubs  and  Dairy  Herd  Improvement 
Associations. 

In  1914,  Congress  inaugurated  a  prograxi  of  agricultural  extension 
education  by  providing  for  cooperation  between  the  agricultural  colleges 
in  the  several  states  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,! 
The  purpose  of  the  act  was  to  aid  in  diffusing  useful  and  practical  infor- 
mation on  subjects  relating  to  agriculture  and  home  economics,  and  to  en- 
courage the  application  of  the  same.  An  appropriation  was  made  to  each 
state  to  carry  out  the  act,  subject  tg  the  assent  by  the  state  legislature 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  provided  that  the  state  appropriate  a 
sum  equal  to  that  given  by  the  Federal  Government.^  The  General  Assembly 
assented  to  this  act  by  a  joint  resolution  which,  authorized  and  empowered 


1.  38  U.S.S.L.  372. 

2.  Ibid.,  373. 
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the  trustees  of  the  University  of  Illinois  to  receive  the  grants  of  money 
appropriated  under  the  act,  and  to  organize  and  conduct  agricultural  ex- 
tension work  in  connection  with  the  College  of  Agriculture  of  the  Univer- 
sity.^ 

The  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  in  1917  for  the  payment  of 
county  agricultural  advisors.^  The  money  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  be  distributed  equally  among  the  several 
county  agricultural  advisors  of  the  state,  to  apply  upon  their  salaries. 
The  vouchers  approved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  payment  were 
to  be  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  the  agricultural  college  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  that  the  requirements  of  the  act  relative  to  the 
employment  of  county  advisors  had  been  substamtially  applied.   In  1928, 
to  further  develop  the  cooperative  extension  system  in  agriculture  and 
home  economics.  Congress  appropriated  additional  suras  of  money,  eighty 
percent  of  which  was  to  be  utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  ex- 
tension agents  in  counties  of  the  several  states. 

443.  (CORRESPONDENCE;  MINUTES  OF  MEETINaS,  AM)   REPORTS  OF  FARM 
ADVISOR),  1916—.   8  f.d. 

Miscellaneous  correspondence  of  farm  advisor  and  the  board,  minutes  of 
various  meetings  of  directors  rvnd  committees,  and  narrative  statistical 
reports  of  the  farm  advisor.  Minutes  of  meetings  and  reports  are  to  be 
bound  in  volumes  in  the  near  future.  Arr.  alph.  by  subject  matter;  re- 
ports and  minutes,  chron.  thereunder.  No  index.  Edw.,  typed,  and  hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  13  x  27|.  Off.  of  co.  farm  bureau,  1413  - 
6th  Avenue,  Moline. 

444.  (AiTNUAL  REPORTS  OF  FARM  BUREAU),  1916—.   1  steel  safe. 
Annual  reports  of  the  Farm  Bureau,  showing  receipts  and  esq^enditures  of 
various  funds  and  agricultural  ajid  ainimal  husbandry  statistics  for  the 
year.  These  records  are  to  be  bound  in  volumes  in  the  near  future.  Arr, 
by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fra.   60  x  48  x  36.  Off.  of 
CO.  farm  bureau,  1413  -  6th  Avenue,  Moline. 


1.  L.1915,  Joint  Resolutions,  p.  732. 

2.  L.1917,  p.  85. 

3.  45  U.3.S.L.  711. 
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XXIII.   VETERANS  RELIEF  COMMISSION 


Relief  of  indigent  and  suffering  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  in 
this  state  has  been  handled  through  veterans'  posts  as  well  as  "by  the 
overseer  of  the  poor.  An  act  of  1895  charged  the  latter  with  providing 
the  necessary  money  for  assistance  to  indigent  veterans  or  their  families, 
the  money  to  be  drawn  upon  by  the  commander  and  q^uartermaster  of  a  post 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,^  This  act  was  repealed  in  1907  by  an 
act  v/hich  was  essentially  the  same. 2  New  veterans'  units  were  included 
in  this  and  subsequent  acts  as  they  came  into  existence.*^ 

An  amendment  of  1909"^  provided  that  in  coijnties  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  or  more  inhabitants  there  should  be  organized  a  "Commanders 
Association"  to  be  composed  of  the  active  commanders  of  the  different 
posts,  and  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  posts  in  granting  relief.  They 
were  to  have  general  oversight  of  the  distribution  of  all  supplies  appro- 
priated by  the  county  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  veterans  of  the  civil 
and  other  v/ars,  and  to  formulate  such  rules  and  regulations  among  them- 
selves and  with  the  county  authorities  as  would  enable  them  to  carry  out 
the  law.  A  superintendent  and  secretary,  elected  by  the  association, 
were  to  exercise  the  executive  powers  of  the  association,  and  to  maintain 
an  office  in  the  county  building,  to  be  provided,  furnished,  and  equipped 
by  the  county.  The  superintendent  was  to  hear  and  investigate  claims  for 
relief  and  report  to  the  county  authorities,  his  decision  being  final. 
Provision  was  also  made  for  the  appropriation  by  the  county  of  additional 
sums  for  compensation  of  the  superintendent  and  secretary. 

The  veterans  relief  commission  was  first  provided  for  in  1933  by  an 
amendment  which  allowed  its  organization  in  all  counties  of  seventy-five 
thousand  or  more  inhabitants  or  where  two  or  more  veterans'  posts  existed, 5 
The  commission  was  to  be  composed  of  the  retiring  commanders  of  the  dif- 
ferent veterans'  posts,  virho  were  to  be  members  for  a  period  not  to  exceed 
one  year.  Provisions  for  a  superintendent,  his  election,  powers  and  duties, 
and  salary  were  similar  to  those  for  superintendent  of  the  Commanders 
Association  in  the  1909  act. 

The  latest  amendment  to  the  1907  act  provides  that  the  commission 
shall  be  composed  of  one  delegate  and  one  alternate  from  each  of  the  dif- 
ferent veterans'  posts,  camjDS,  and  chapters,  to  be  selected  annually."  In 
addition  to  provisions  similar  to  those  in  the  1933  act,  the  1935  law  states 
that  the  veterans  comndssion  and  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  shall 


1.  L.1895,  p.  83. 

2.  L.1907,  p.  79. 

3.  Ibid.;  L.1923,  p.  175;  L.1937,  p.  204;  L.1933,  p.  211;  L.1935,  p.  266. 

4.  L.1909,  T).  124. 

5.  L.1933,  p.  211. 

6.  L.1935,  p.  266. 
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have  general  oversight  of  the  distrihution  of  money  and  supplies  appro- 
priated "by  the  county  for  the  "benefit  of  indigent  veterans  and  their  fami- 
lies, and  that  warrants  for  the  payment  of  money  for  such  purpose  shall 
be  issued  only  upon  the  presentation  of  an  itemized  statement  or  claim, 
approved  hy  the  superintendent  of  the  commission  aind  the  chairman  of  the 
county  hoard.  A  further  addition  in  the  latest  amendment  is  the  provis- 
ion that  if  any  overseer  of  the  poor  or  any  county  hoard  shall  fail  or 
refuse  to  provide  relief  as  recommended  by  the  relief  committee  of  any 
veterans'  post  then  the  commander  and  quartermaster  of  the  post,  or  the 
superintendent  of  the  veterans  relief  commission  may  apply  to  the  circuit 
court  for  a  writ  of  mandaonus  requiring  him  or  it  to  pay  relief. 

On  June  1,  1930  in  Rock  Island  County  the  following  organizations: 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  the  Ameri- 
can Legion,  and  the  Disabled  American  Veterans  combined  and  formed  the 
Veterans  Association.   This  association  existed  until  1933  when  the  Vet- 
erans Relief  Commission  was  established  in  pursuance  of  a  law  enacted  in 
that  year. 

445.  CASE  RSCORDS  -  CORRESPOl-JDExJCE ,  1930—.   12  f.d. 

Veterans'  complete  case  records  including  enlistment,  compensation,  and 
pension  relief  records,  showing  name  and  address  of  veteran,  family  his- 
tory, and  dates  of  application  for  compensation,  pension,  or  relief,  for- 
mer occupation,  and  physical  condition.   Correspondence  relative  to  va- 
rious cases  included  in  file.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  veteran.   No  index, 
Hdv.  and  typed.   10|  x  12  x  26i.   Closet  of  Veterans  Relief  Commission 
off.,  nezzrjiine  fl..  Municipal  Bldg. ,  Moline. 

446.  INACTIVE  CASE  RECORDS,  1930—.   4  f.d. 

Complete  case  records  transferred  to  inactive  file,  showing  sane  informa- 
tion as  described  in  Case  Records  -  Correspondence,  entry  445.  Arr,  alph, 
by  name  of  veteran.  No  index.  Hdv?.  and  typed.   10-^  x  12  x  26%,   Wash  rm. , 
Veterans  Relief  Commission  off.,  mezzanine  fl.,  Municipal  Bldg.,  Moline, 

447.  COf&ilSSIGN  RECORDS,  1930—.   2  f.d. 

Business  records  of  the  commission  including  investigators'  reports  on 
eligibility  of  applicants  and  financial  records.   Arr.  alph.  by  subject 
matter.   No  index.   Tj^ped  and  hdw.   10|  x  12  x  26-|.   Veterans  Relief 
Commission  off.,  mezzanine  fl.,  Ivl\inicipal  Bldg.,  Moline. 


1.   L.1933,  p.  211. 
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448.  EMES&SNCY  FILE  (and  Miscellaneous  Correspondence),  1930 — . 
1  f.d. 

Case  records  of  veterans  and  their  families  which  are  being  used  and  have 
not  "been  placed  in  the  permanent  file;  also  contains  miscellaneous  corres- 
pondence.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  family  or  subject  matter.   No  index. 
Typed  and  hdw.   lo|-  x  12  x  26^-.   Veterans  Relief  Commission  off.,  mezza- 
nine fl.,  Municipal  Eldg.,  Moline. 

449.  VETEEANS'  BOmJS  RSCOED,  1935—.   4  f.d. 

Card  record  of  bonus  payments  to  veterans,  showing  name  and  address  of ^ 
veteran,  discharge  number,  amount  of  bonus  allowed,  date  and  amount  paid, 
and  amount  payable.  Arr.  alph,  by  town  and  alph,  by  name  of  veteran, 
thereunder.'  No  index.  Typed.   7  x  5  x  18.  Veterans  Relief  Commission 
off,,  mezzanine  fl..  Municipal  Bldg. ,  Moline. 


XXIV.  MINE  INSPECTOR 


Legislation  in  regard  to  health  and  safety  in  the  mining^ industry 
originally  made  the  county  surveyor  ex-officio  inspector  of  mines.   As 
such  inspector  he  was  to  be  assisted  by  a  practical  miner,  to  act  under 
oath,  and  to  receive  a  salary  fixed  by  the  coionty  board  and  paid  out  of 
the  county  treasury.   His  duties  were  to  see  that  safety  measures  were 
observed  in  the  mines  and  to  collect  facts  relative  to  coal  raining  and 
mining  land.  The  inspector  reported  to  the  Governor  annually  on  the  con- 
dition of  mines  in  regard  to  safety  and  ventilation  and  the  result  of 
examination  of  causes  of  accidents. 

In  1877  the  legislature  authorized  the  county  board,  in  each  county 
in  T,'hich  mining  is  ca,rried  on,  to  appoint  an  inspector  of  mines.   This 
county  inspector,  who  had  to  give  evidence  of  practical  mining  experience, 
was  required  to  take  an  oath  of  office,  and  to  furnish  a  bond  to  the 
county  board  in  an  amount  fixed  by  the  latter  body.   The  amount  of  the 
bond  was  fixed  in  1879  at  not  less  than  $1,000  nor  more  than  $3,000, 
Where  a  competent  inspector  was  not  appointed,  or  where  the  inspector 
did  not  properly  perform  his  duties,  then  the  circuit  judge,  at  the  re- 
quest of  ten  citizens  of  the  county,  and  upon  proper  proof  of  incompe- 
tency, was  empowered  to  remove  the  inspector  and  appoint  a  properly 
qualified  person  to  act  during  the  unexpired  term. 


1.  L. 1871-72.  p.  572. 

2.  L.1877,  p.  141,142. 

3.  L.1879,  p.  208. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  209. 
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The  State  Mining  Board  vra.s  created  in  1899,  and  the  state  divided 
into  seven  inspection  districts,  with  a  State  Inspector  of  !.'ines  in 
each.l  The  county  also  v/as  fitted  into  this  new  organization  with  the 
requirement  that  the  county  board  appoint  a  county  inspector  of  mines 
upon  the  vrritten  request  of  the  State  Inspector  for  the  district  in 
which  the  particular  county  vra.s  located, ^  The  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature to  maintain  centralization  in  mine  inspection  v/as  indicated  by 
this  statute  v.'hich  made  the  county  inspector  an  assistant  to  the  State 
Inspector,   ■'■n  accordance  with  this  act,  a  covjity  mine  inspector  ■ivas 
appointed  in  Rock  Island  County  in  1916.^ 

Provision  wr.s  made  in  1915  for  petition  by  the  State  Inspector  to 
the  county  court  upon  failure  of  the  county  board  to  appoint  a  suitable 
county  mine  inspecotr.^  if  necessary,  the  court  vri.ll  appoint  an  in- 
spector, and  order  the  countj''  board  to  appropriate  money  for  his  com- 
pensation. This  provision  v/as  recently  reenacted.^ 

Ho  records  are  kept  by  the  mine  inspector  in  Rock  Island  County, 


1.  L.1899,  p.  306,308, 

2.  Ibid.,  p".  314,315. 

3.  Supervisors'  Records,  v.  p,  p.  71. 

4.  1.1915,  p.  509,510. 

5.  L.1939,  p.  727,728, 
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CHEONOLOGIGAl  INDEX 
(All  figures  refer  to  entry  numbers;  -ujiders coring  in- 
dicates the  ending  of  a  record  in  that  decade) 


1830-1839 

ITew  Records 

1-3,  5,  6,  38,  52,  58,  63,  75,  77,  79,  85,  86,  101,  108,  124,  125, 
128,  130,  136,  162,  166,  171,  172,  188,  247-249,  251,  252,  254, 
260,  296,  297,  304,  318,  324,  326,  422 

1840-1849 

New  Records 

78,  129,  144,  221,  243,  250,  271,  285,  286,  293,  299,  300,  301, 
308,  314,  527 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decade 

1-3,  5,  6,  33,  52,  53,  63,  75,  77,  79,  85,  85,  101,  108,  124,  125, 
128,  150,  136,  162,  166,  171,  172,  188,  247-249,  251,  252,  254, 
260,  296,  297,  304,  318,  324,  326,  422 

1850-1859 

New  Records 


39,  41,  49,  53,  54,  83,  140,  142,  143,  145,  170,  193,  194,  197, 
229,  255-258,  265,  268,  274,  276,  277,  283,  288,  289,  295,  303, 
307,  310,  515,  519,  521-525,  344,  345,  381 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  5,  6,  33,  52,  58,  63,  75,  77-79,  85,  86,  101,  108,  124,  125, 
128-130,  136,  144,  162,  166,  171,  172,  188,  221,  245,  247-252, 
254,  260,  ^,  235,  286,  295,  296,  297,  299-301,  304,  308,  514, 
318,  524,  326,  327,  422 


1860-1869 

New  Records 


48,  60,  66,  70,  82,  95,  96-99,  102,  122,  154,  155,  146-150,  154, 
155,  179,  182,  198,  520,  325,  346,  348,  395,  404,  409,  411 
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Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  6,    38,   41,   49,    52-54,    58,    63,    75,    77-79,    83,    85,    86,    101.    108, 

124,  125,    128-130,    136,    140,    142,    143-145,    162.    166,    170-172,    183, 

193,  194,    197,    221,    229,    243,   247-252.    254-258.    265.    268,    274,    276, 

277,  283,    285,   286,    288,    289,    293,    295-297,    299-301,    303,    304.    307. 

308,  310,    314,    315,    318,    319,    321,    322,    523,    326,    327,    344,    3-45, 

381,  422 


1870-1879 

New  Records 

14,  16,  31-33,  44-46,  59,  62,  67-69,  71-73,  80,  81,  87,  88,  103,  105, 
127,  141,  183,  184,  187.  190,  192,  201,  205,  211,  216,  217,  224,  227, 
244,   245,   266,   269,   287,    306,    316,    330,    379,    380,    382,    388,   407 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  38,  41,  49,  52-54.  58,  60,  63,  66,  70,  75,  77-79,  82,  83,  85, 
95,  101,  102,  108,  122,  124,  125,  128-130,  134.  135,  136.  140,  143- 
l50,  154,  155,  162,  166,  170-172,  182.  188,  193,  194.  197,  198,  221, 
229,  243,  247-252.  254-258,  265,  268,  274,  276,  277.  283.  285.  286. 
288.  289.  293,  295-297,  299-301,  303,  304,  307,  308,  310,  314,  315, 
319-322,  325-327,  344-346,  348,  381,  395,  409,  411 


1880-1889 

New  Records 


4,  21,  42,  55,  90,  100,  109,  110,  112,  116,  118,  ^52.  161,  202,  220, 
237,  246,  262,  270,  272,  278,  279,  290,  309,  328,  329,  338,  349,  354, 
430 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  14,    16,    31-33,    38,    41,   44-46,    49,    52-54,    58,    59,    62,    63,    67-73. 

75,    77-80,   81,  82,    83,    85,    87,    88.    101-103.    108,    124,    125,    128-130, 

134,  136,    140.  141,'  143-150,    154,    155,    162,    166,    172.    l'^'^'    ^'^2,    182- 

184,  187,    188,  190,    192-194,    197,    198,   201,    205,    211,    216,   217,    221, 

224,  227,   229,  243-245,    247-252,    254-258,   265,    266,   268.    259.   274, 

275,  277,    283,  285,    286,   287,   293,    295-297,    299-301,    303,    304,    305- 

308,  310,    314,  315,    516,    319,    520,    321,    322.    326,    330,    344,    345,    348, 

379,  380,    381,  395,   407,   409,   411,    422 


1890-1899 

New  Records 

40,   45,    51,   64,    89,    91,    92,    114,    119,    133,    153,    159,    169,    189,    199, 
200,   205,    218,   230-235,   253,   259,    282,    339,    M2,    370,    372,   383, 
408,   424 
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Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-4,    14,    16,    21,    31-33,    38,    41,   42,   44-46,    49,    52-55,    58,    59,    62,    63, 
67-73,    75,    77-80:    33,    85,   87,    88,    90,    100,    101,    102,    103,    108-110,    112, 
116,    118,    124,    125,    128-130,    136,    140,    143-150,    154,    155,    162,    165, 
171,    172.    1B2-184,    187,    188,    190,    192-194,    197,    198,    201,    202,    205, 
211,    216,    217,   220,    221,   224,   22^,    229,    237,   243-252,   254-258,    262, 
265,    266,    258-270,    272,    274,    277-279,    283,    285,    290,    293,    295-297, 
299-301,    303,    304,    305-310,    314,    315,    324-326,    328-530,    338,    344,    345, 
348,    349,    354,    379,    395,    407,   409,    411,   422,    430 


1900-1909 

Hew  Records 

15,   23,    55,    84,   93,    105,    115.    121,    123,    131,    137,    181,    185,   208- 
210,    222,    225,    234,    233,    240-242,   298,    302,    305,    333,    334,    340,    353 
389,    390,    393,    406,    423 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-4,    14,    16,    21,    31-33,    40-46,   49,    51-55,    58,    59,    62-64,    67-73,    75, 

77-80,    83,    85,  87-92,    100,    102,    103,    108-110,    112,    114,    116,    118, 

119,    124,    125,  128-150,    133,    136,    138-140,    143-150,    154,    155,    162, 

166,    159,    171,  172,    182-184,    187-190,    192-194,    197,    198,    199-201, 

202,    203,    205,  211,    215-213,    220,    221,   224,    229-233,    237,    245-246, 

247,   248,   249.  2jp,    251-259,   262,    265,   265,   268-270,    272,   274,    278, 

279,    282,    283.  285,    290,   295,   295-297,    299-501,    303,    304,    305,    307- 

310,    516,    519,  321,    322,    524:,    325,    326,    328-330,    553,    539,    3-i3,    344- 

545,    549,    554,  570,    572,    5  79,    585,    595,   407,    409,   411,    422,   424,    450 


1910-1919 

IIsw  Records 


7,    22,    24,   25,   27,    30,    34,    50,    55,    94,    107,    113,    117,    152,    151,    156, 
157,    158,    150,    167,    168,    175,    185,    191,    195,    207,    212-215,   219,    223, 
226,   259,    261,    255,    264,    257,    275,    280,   281,    291,    292.    294,    517, 
331,    332,    355-357,    341,    343,    347,    350,    359,    376,    384,    391,    392,    394, 
397,   410,    420,    425,   427,   431-453,   443,   444 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-4.  14,  15,  16,  21,  23,  3^1-33,  40-46,  49,  51-55,  58,  62-65,  67-72, 
73,  75,  77-79,  80=  85-35,  87-90,  91,  92,  93,-  102,  103,  108,  109,  nO, 

112,  114,  116,  IIG,  119,  121,  123-125,  128-151,  133,  135-159.  140, 

145-147,  148,  149,  150,  154,  155,  162,  166,  169,  171,  172,  181-185, 

187,  1S8,  ]m,    190,  192-194,  197,  198,  202,  203,  205,  208-210,  216- 

218,  220,  221,  222,  224,  225,  229-234,  257,  238,  240,  241,  242,  247, 

248,  251-259,  262,  265,  265,  268.  269,  270,  272,  274.  277-279,  282, 
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283,   285,   290,   293,    295-304,    307-310,    316,    319,    321,    322,    326-330, 
3?3,    334,    538-3-10,    342,    34-1-346,    349,    354,    370,    372,    379,    383,    588- 
390,    393,    395,   406,   407,   409,   411,    422,   425,   424,    430 


1920-1929 

IJew  He  cords 

8,   9,    10,    11,    17-19,    20,   28,  2S,    35,    36,    37,    57,    61,    104,    120,  126, 

153,    163,    164,    lv5-17"8,    204,  235,   236,   2E4,    311-313,    351,    352,  355- 

359,    361-368,    37 i,    375,    377,  378,    385-387,    396,    405,   412,   414,  413 
419,   426,   434 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-4,    7,    15,    16,    21-25,    27,    30,    34,    40-46,   49-56,    58,    62,    63-65,    67, 
68,    69,    70-72,    75,    77-79,    33-35,    87,    83,    89,   90,   92,    94,    1C2,    103, 
107-109,    112-114,    115,    1]7.    118,    119,    133-125,    123-130,  ^31,    132,    133, 
135-138,  _l;3;9,    143-145,    145,    147,    149-151,    154,    155,    157,    158,    162. 
166,    157,    159.    171-173,    131-138,    190-195,    197,    198,   202,    203,    205, 
203-210,   212-220,    232,   223,    224,    225,    226,   229,    230-234,   237-240,   247, 
243,    251-259,   261-253,    254,    255-258,   259,   272,   274,    275,    277-233,    235, 
290-292,   294-304,    307-310,    316,    317,    319,    321,    322,    326-340,    342-346, 
349,    350,    354,    33S,    370,    372,    376,    383,    384,    338,    339-395,    397,   406, 
407,   409,    410,    411,    422,   423,   425,    427,    430-433,    443,    44-4 

1950-1939 

New  Records 


12,    13,   25,    47,    74,    76,    111,    153,    165,    m,    196,    206,    228,   273,    360, 
575,    574,    398-403,   413,   415,   416,    417,   423,   429,    435-442,   445-449 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-4,    7-9,    11,    15-18,    19,    21-24,   25,    27,    28,    30,    34,    35,    36,   40-46, 
49-53,    54,    55-58,    61,    63-65,    67,    53,    70,   71,    72,    75,    77,    78,    79,   83- 
85,   87,    63,    90,    92,    94,    103..    104,    :07-'.10j,    115,    113-120,    123-326, 
128-130,    152,    155-138,    145-145,    147,    149-151,    154,    155,    157-159,    162- 
164,    156,  _167,    171-173,    181-183,    150-195,    197,    198,    202,   203,    2(:^, 
208-210,    212-219.    220,    224,    225,   230,   231,    2^,    233-240,   242,    24v, 
248,    251-259,   261,    262,    253,   255-.26S,    273,    224,    277-231,   23^,   283- 
285,   290-292,   294-304,    307-312,  _513,    315,   517,    319,    321,    322,    526- 
552,    55_3,    354-340,    542-546,    &-19,    551,    352,    554-359,    351-358,    370-572, 
375,   575,    577,    383-587,    359,    390,    531,  ^92,    393-597,   405-407,    409, 
410,   412,   414,   422,   425,   435,    425.    437,   430-454,    443,    444 


No  Date 

180,    421 
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SUBJECT  INDEX 
(Figures  refer  to  inventory  numbers  unless  un- 
derscored; underscored  figures  refer  to  pages) 


Abatement 

mosquito,  districts, 

organization  of,  59 
personal  property,  389 
Abbreviations  and  symbols 

used  in  inventory,  88_,  89 
Abrahams  on,  L.  G,,  Sv.-edish 

newspaper  editor,  30 
Abstracts 

of  assessments  and  taxes,  45 
of  collections,  county 

collector's,  380 
of  title 

to  county  property,  124 [i] 
recording  of,  127 
to  tuberculosis  sani- 
tarium, 24 
Accoucheurs,  register  of,  88 
Accounts 

birth  and  death,  county 

clerk's,  121 
of  county  funds 

auditing  of,  43,  95_ 
collector's,  3Fl 
county  clerk's,  119 
with  health  officers 
and  physicians,  121 
county  home,  432 
of  distributive  fund,  403 
estate,  251 

jail,  reports  on,  3,  31,  32 
of  overseer  of  poor,  re- 
ports of,  3,  33 
pension,  mothers',  397 
of  trust  funds,  395 
Administrator 
See  also  Estate;  Executor; 
Probate  court;  Vifill 
accounts,  251 
bonds,  108,  251,  252,  256, 
260-263 
for  sale  of  real  es- 
tate, 253,  282 


Administrator  (continued) 
de  bonis  non,  262 
deeds,  129 
fee  books,  291,  293 
inventories,  251,  252,  260, 

265,  271 
letters,  129,  251,  252,  256, 

260-262 
oaths,    251,    256,    260-262 
petitions,    251,    252,    256,    260,    261 
public,    157 
record   (bonds,    letters,    oaths, 

petitions),  256,  260 
reports,  251-253,  276,  277, 

279,  280,  282 
with  ■'."Till  annexed,  261,  262 
Adoption 
See  also  Juvenile 
decrees,  198 

docket,  county  court,  212,  215 
fees  in,  224,  226 
files,  198 

jurisdiction  in,  139 
petitions,  198 
Adult  probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
Affidavits 

in  circuit  court,  296,  300,  304 
in  county  court,  207,  238 
in  estray  cases,  101,  424 
minors 

for  marriage  licenses,  78 
for  naturalization,  243 
of  posting  notices,  203 
for  tax  deeds,  53,  54 
vritness,  22,  185,  190 

in  naturalization  cases,  342 
Agreements  for  supplies  for 

county  institutions,  25 
Agriculture,  see  Agriculture 

under  Rock  Island  Coionty 
Ainsworth,  Calvin,  first  mill 
dam  built  by,  34 
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(Air-Aud) 


Airport,  see  Transportation 
Aliens,  see  Naturalisation 
Allen,  Archibald,  early- 
settler,  5 
Allotment 

of  Civil  War  funds, 

124[viii] 
motor  fuel  tax 
record,  415 
register,  414 
Almshouse,  see  County 

farm;  County  home; 
Poor;  Public  wel- 
fare; Relief 
Alton  Spectator,  14 
Andalusia,  36 

militia  in  Black  Hawk 

War  encamped  on  site  of,  8^ 
Township,  16 
Anderson,  Mrs.  K.  T,, 

secretary  Augustana 
College,  26 
Andrews,  Lemuel,  special 

commissioner,  16 
Annexation  of  villages, 

papers  relative  to,  202 
Appeal 

bonds,  230,  338 

in  circuit  court,  49, 

145,  157,  171,  304 
in  county  court,  49, 

183,  190 
in  drainage  proceed- 
ings, 423 
Applications 

for  appointment  as 

county  o'fficer,  2 
for  blind  relief,  22 

register  of,  23 
for  licenses,  104 

marriage,  76,  78 
for  mothers'  pension,  21 
for  old  age  assist- 
ance, 436-438 
for  registry  of  farm 

names,  157 
for  tax  deeds,  53 
Appointment 

of  county  officers,  see 

under  title  of  officer 
in  probate,  see  under 

title  of  appointee 


Appraisal,  estate,  240,  251 
Appraisement  records,  268,  271 
Appraiser 

appointment  of,  240 
estrays,  reports  of,  101,  424 
Arbitration  commission, 

findings  and  orders 
of,  in  industrial  in- 


jury cases J 


207 


Arbitrators  in  industrial  in- 
jury cases,  appointment  of,  207 
Architects 

certificates  of,  91 

state,  inspection  of  school 

buildings,  57 
Argus,  The,  30 
Army,  see  Soldiers 
Articles,  see  Incorporation 
Assessments 

supervisor  of,  see  Supervisor 
tax,  see  Tax 
Assessor 

county,  see  Supervisor  of 

assessments 
district,  43,  10 5n 
township 

bonds,  108,  194 

record.  111,  114 
duties  of,  M,  105,  193,  194 
election  of,  44,  193 
Assignees,  bonds  of,  200 
Assignment 

of  judgment,  311 

of  mortgage,  130,  136,  139 

of  property  in  bankruptcy, 

200,  201 
Associate  justices,  roster  of,  67 
Atkinson,  Charles,  chose  name 

for  Mo line,  34 
Atkinson,  General 

commanded  Americans  in  Black 

Hawk  War,  10 
commander  of  Fort  Armstrong,  9_ 
Attachment  bonds,  232 
Attorney 

circuit,  51 

receipts  for  court  files,  353 
state's,  see  State's  attorney- 
Auditing  of  county  funds,  43,  95 
Auditor 

bond  of,  204 
correspondence,  401 
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(Aud-Bla ) 


Auditor   (continued) 
duties  and  pov/ers    of, 

46,    204 
office 

creation  of,    46 
establishi:jsnt~f,    205 
location  of,    80 
population  requireinents 

for,    46 
record  of  contracts, 

kept  by,    204 
reports,    402 
roster   of,   75 
Audits   of  coimty  offices,    398 
Augus  tana  ,    The  ,   Svre  dish 

newspaper,    30 
Augustana  College  and 
Theological  Sem- 
inary,   location, 
organization  and 

purpose,    26 
Augustana  Observer,    col- 
lege periodical,    30 
Ausbury,    Griffith 

officer   in  Black  Ha-wk 

'.Yar,  8_ 
signer  of  petitions  to 
Governor,  8 
Av^rds,  7n.do\vs',  see  Widow 

Eabcock,  Kendrick, 

wrote  article  about 
the  Scandinavians,  37 
Bad  Axe  F.iver,  battle  of,  10 
Bail  bonds,  158,  231, 

304,  338 
register  of,  160 
Bailey,  "iV'illiam,  first 

county  farm  super- 
intendent, 29_ 
Bain,  John  L.,  signer 

of  petitions  to  Gov- 
ernor, 8 
Banditti  of  the 

Prairie,  execu- 
ted for  murder  of 
George  Davenport,  20 
Baxik 
deposits,  certificates 

of,  340 
stock  transfer  certifi- 
cates, register  of,  159 


Bankruptcy  proceedings,  assign- 
ments in,  200,  201 
Baptist  church 

first  in  county,  27,  28 
number  of,  28 
Barrel,  John 

house  of,  used  as  first 

courthouse,  5,  12,  14 
signed  petitions  to  Governor,  8 
Bcrtlett,  Llichael,  33_  ~" 

bridge  contract  awarded  to,  21 
early  settler,  5  """ 

signer  of  petitTons  to  Governor,  8 
Bastardy  cases 

bonds  in,  124[iv],  183,  233,  236 
documents  in,  124 [iv] 
Belcher,  Ilathaniel,  special 

coninissioner,  16 
Bell,  Captain  William,  surveye'd 

Rock  Island,  31 
Benham's  Island,  ceded  to  Federal 

goverrjnent,  32 
Bennett,  Charles,  surveyed 

county  seat,  14 
Bennett,  William,  special  com- 
missioner, 14 
Big  Foot,  Chief,  aided  Black 

Hawk,  _9 
Bills 

of  complaint,  185,  204,  300 
against  county 

allovred  by  supervisors, 

11,    12,    400 
filing   of,    97_ 
for   divorce,   300 
paid  from  state   bond   issues,    13 
for   sale,    251,    252,    271,    275 
true,    see   Indictment 
Births 
See  also  Vital   statistics 
fees,    paid  to  registrars, 

reports   of,   35 
reports,    county  clerk's 

acco'jnt  of,    121 
Black  Hawk,   Chief 
acclaitied  on  tour  of  Eastern 

cities,    10 
attempted  to  appease  whites,    6,    6n 
bids    for  peace,    9 
birthplace   of,   4"~ 
British 
ally  in  V.'ar  of  1812,   4 
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Black  Hav/k,  chief 
British  (continued) 
Band,  led  by,  4 
influence  over,  8 
promised  aid  by,  _9 
character  of,  4 
Chief  Big  Foot,  ally  of,  £ 
claims  regarding  treaties 

of  1804  and  1812,  5_ 
conception  of  land  owner- 
ship, 6n 
death  of,  10 

defeat  and  capture  of,  10 
first  contact  of,  with 

Americans,  5 
Indian  allies  promised 

to  aid,    8,    9 
pursuit  of,  _9,    10 
state   park  named  and 
statue   erected, 
in  honor   of,    10 
treaties   signed  by,    5_ 
Black  Hav;-k  drainage   dis- 
trict  files,    425 
Black  Hav/k  State   Park,    10 
Black  Hawk  Tovmship,    17 
Black  Kav/k  YJar,    6,    20 
American 

forces   coTimanded  by 

General  Atkinson,    10_ 
losses   in,    10 
battle   of  Bad  Axe   de- 
cided,   10 
beginning  of,    9 
British  influence   out- 
break of,   ]_ 
cost  of,    10 
Governor'  calls  militia 

in,    8_ 
number   of  volunteers   in,    ^B 
peace 

bids    in,  _9 
treaty  ended,    10 
Potawatomie   influence, 

in  outbreak  of,    7^ 
retards   organization 

of  county,   _9 
Sac   tribe  annihilated   in,    10 
Winnebago   influence, 

in  outbreak  of,    7_ 
Black  Hawk  Vfetch  Tovrer,    2_ 
Black  Hawk's  Village,    3 


Blackman,    L.   R.,    newspaper  editor,    30 
Blind 

examiner,    see  Examiner 
pensions,    nee   Pension 
relief,    see   Relief 
Bloomington,    first  teachers' 

institute   in,    25 
Board 

of  County  commissioners, 

see  Commissioners, 

County  board   of 
of  health,    see  Health 
of  reviev/,    see  Review 
of  supervisors.    County,    see 

Supervisors 
Pogart,   Major  Samuel,    com- 
manded Rock  Islanders 

in  Black  Hawk  War,    9 
Bond   issues 
bridge,    27 

coupons   clipped  from,    27,    29 
drainage   district,    record  re- 
quired to  be   kept,    214 
for  hospital,    26,    29_ 
for  jail,    27_ 
road,    27,    28 

orders   on,    18,    19 
resolutions,    26 
state,    fund,    bills   paid  from,    13 
for  town  hall,    ordinances    for,    26 
Bonds 

appeal,    230,    338 
assessors ' 
county,    194 
tovmshipTTOS,    194 
record, 111,    114 
of  assignees,    200 
attachment,    232 
bail,    168,    231,    304,    338 

register,    160 
in  bastardy  cases,    124[iv], 

183,    233,    236 
circuit  clerk's,    175 
in  circuit   court,    296,   300, 

304,    314 
collectors ' 

county,    108,    109,    197 
tc.-Tiship,    110 
constables'.    111,    112 
coroner's,    108,    109,    189 
vvounty  clerk's,    105 
cf  county  commissioner's   clerk,    104 
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Bonds  (continued) 

in  co\inty  court,  190, 

234,  235 
of  county  court  clerk,  104 
highiway  treasurers ' 

record  of,  11,  113 
Indemnifying,  362 
justice  of  peace,  108, 

111,  112 
juvenile  prolDation 

officers',  108,  109 
master-in-chancery,  340 
officers ' 
county,  2 

required  to  be  kept,  105 
township,  2,  108 
police  magistrates, 

108,  111 
of  probate  appointees,  159 
See  also  under  title 

of  appointee 
probate  clerk,  159 
of  probation  officer, 

adult,  351 
receivers',  338,  339 
recognizance,  231,  338,  361 
record,  surety  com- 
panies, 115 
recorder's,  126 
replevin,  23l7~338,  362 
security,  231 
sheriffs',  108,  109,  185 
state's  attorney's,  191 
superintendent  of 

schools,  108,  109 
treasurers ' 

county,  108,  109,  201 
highway  commission, 

111,  113 
trustees',  338,  339 
Bounty,  ground-hog, 

order   stubs,    20 
Bowling  Tovmship,    16,    17 
Brands,    see  I.'arks  and  "BFands 
Brasher    (Brashar, 

Bra  z  e  r ) ,   ¥f il  1  iam, 
early  school   commis- 
sioner,   12 
early  settler,    5 
ferry  operated  Fy,    20 
first   school  trustee,    25 
land  acquired  by,    6 


Brasher  (Brashar,  Brazer), 

William  (continued) 
signer  of  petitions  to 

Governor,  8 
Brick  making,  first  indus'Try 

in  county,  15 
Bridge,  see  Transportation 
British 

Band,  led  by  Black  Hav;-k,  4 
hostility  towards  Americans,  4 
influence  outbreak  of  Black  ~ 

Hawk  War,  7_ 
promised  to  aid  Black 

Hawk,  8_,  £ 
Buffalo  Prairie  Township,  17 
Buffalo  Township,  16 
Burial 

certificates  of  soldiers 

and  sailors,  74 
Burner,  Edxvard,  signer  of  peti- 
tions to  Governor,  8 
Butler,  Peter,  14  "" 

Cable,  P,  L.,  hospital  site 

donated  by,  29 
Camden  To^vnship,  16 
Campbell,  Lieutenant,  4 
Campbell's  Island,  4  "" 
Canada,  7         "" 
Canals,  see  Transportation 
Canoe  Creek  Tovmship,  16,  17 
Carbon  Cliff,  36   ' 
Carollton  Times,  15 
Carr,  William,  appointed 

school  commissioner,  12 
Cartwright,  Peter,  early  Metho"^ 
dist  preacher  in  county,  27 
Case,  C«  H«,  home  used  as  tern-  ~~ 

porary  courthouse,  15 
Case,  Jonah  Ho 

awarded  contract  for  court- 
house bricks,  15 
early  school  trustee,  25    ~~" 
farm  implements  manufactured 

by,  19 
ferry  operated  by,  20 
signer  of  petitions  to  Gov- 
ernor, 8 
tavern  license  issued  to,  T2 
Case,  J,  I,,  Company,  23 
Case,  L.,  home  used  asTemporary 

courthouse,  15 
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Cash  "books 
See  also  Pees;  Fund;  Re- 
ceipts and  expenditures 
county  home,  433 
probate  clerk's,  118,  294 
recorder's,  181 
treasurer's,  392 
Census  of  Rock  Island  County,  82 
Certificates 
See  also  License 
of  architects,  91 
of  "bank  deposits,  340 
birth,  68,  70 

index  to,  67 
burial,  of  soldiers 

and  sailors,  74 
chiropodists,  87 
of  churches,  150 
for  citizenship,  see 

Naturalization 
corporation,  150 
death,  72,  74 
index  tc ,  71 
register,  73 
dentists',  87,  89 

register,  90 
of  discharge  soldiers' 

and  sailors'  ,  154 
index  to,  155 
of  election,  7,  l24Cv] 
of  incorporation,  170 
of  indebtedness,  mas- 
ter's, 167 

cancelled,  17 

register  of,  336 
of  levy,  44 

sheriff's,  144,  162,  357 
marriage,  80 
of  moral  character,  64 
nurses' ,  87 

register  of,  93 
optometrists'  ,  94 
of  organization  of 

churches,  cor- 
porations and 

societies,  150 

index  to,  149 
osteopat"ns '  ,  87 
physicians'  ,  87 
of  publication,  53 


Certificates  (continued) 

of  purchase 
master's,  162 

to  swamp  lands,  issued  by  drain- 
age commissioners,  58 
tax,  53,  55 
recording  of,  106,  107,  127 
of  redemption 
master' s,  147 
sheriff's,  130,  148 
of  sale 

master's,  130,  146 
sheriff's,  145,  162 
of  societies,  150 
stallion,  100 

renewal  of,  156 
of  stock  transfers 
of  banks,  159 
of  cornorations,  169 
surgeons' ,  87 
tax  sale,  53,  55 
teachers',  issuance  of,  _54,  54n 
veterinarians' ,  92 
Chancery 
See  also  Circuit  court;  Master- 

in-chancery 
.jurisdiction  in,  170,  171 
Chattel 
See  also  Personal  property 
liens  on,  163 

index  to,  164 
mortgages,  see  Mortgage 
Chicago,  2,    3£ 

stagecoach  to,  from  Rock 

Island,  2]^ 
Chicago,  Burlington  and  Q,uincy 

Railroad,  22,  32,    35 
Chicago  Daily  News,  58 
Chicago  Democratic  Press,  edi- 
torial comment  on  rise  in 

land  values,  22 
Chicago,  Milwaukee,  St.  Paul  and 

Pacific  Railroad,  22,  32,  35 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  P?.cific 

Railroad,  _32 
Chicp^o  and  Rock  Island  Railroad,  22 
Children,  see  Juvenile 
Chiropodists'  certificates,  87 
Christcnsnn,  John  A. ,  vice-presi- 
dent Augustana  College,  26 
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Subject  Index 


Church 
See  also  under  na'ne  of 
denomination 
certificates  of  organi- 
zation, 150 
Circuit  attorney,  61_ 
Circuit  court 

appeals  to,  49,  145, 

157,  170.  171 
"branches,  171 
clerk 

appointment  of,  49,  173 
"bond  and  oath,  173 
deputy,  appointment 

of,  174 
duties,  173,  174 
election  of,  175 
ex-officio  recorder, 

70,  125 
fees,  register  of,  549 
office,  location  of,  80 
pro  tempore,  appoint- 
ment of,  175 
records  kept  "by,  ITS- 
ITS,  295-553 
legislation  con- 
cerning, _62 
roster,  Tl^ 
term  of  office,  174 
dockets 

chancery,  321,  324 

clerk's,  525 

common  law,  519,  520,  524 

index  to,  518 
criminal ,  522-524 
execution,  527 
judge ' s ,  324 
judgment,  326 
mechanic's  lien,  328 
fee  "books  (court  costs),  329 
files 

chancery,  300 

index  to,  299 
common  law,  296 
index  to,  295 
criminal,  304-306,  510 

index  to  (304),  305 
execution  of  judg- 
ment, 508 
miscellaneous,  514 
jurisdiction  and  func- 
tions of,  46-49, 
170-175,  226 


Circuit  court  (continued) 

plaintiff-defendant  index,  295 
records 

chaxicery,  301,  302 

index  to  (30l),  299 
common  law,  297,  298 

index  to  (297),  295 
criminal,  297,  507 

index  to  (507),  505_ 
kept  hy  clerk,  175-17p 
reporter,  appointment  of, 

172,  552 
reports  to,  550-555 
keeping  of,  175 
Citations,  circuit  court,  296,  500 
Cities,  see  under  names  of  in- 
dividual cities 
Civil 
cases 
See  also  Common  law  under 

Circuit  court.  County  court 
jurisdiction  in,  46,  138.  170 
service  comr-'.ission,  rules  and 

regulations  of,  117 

War 

funds,  allotiaent  of,  124[viii] 
militia  rolls,  124[ii] 
records,  96-99 
Claim 

committee  reports  on,  to 

auditor,  399 
against  county 

approved  "by  county  hoard,  14,  400 
auditing  of,  43_,  95 
paid  during  vacation,  8 
of  county  home,  2,  9 
against  estates,  docket  of, 

285,  288 
index  to  (285),  286 
for  expenditures 
county  clerk' s,  7 
tuberculosis  sanitarium,  9,  10 
highway  fund,  register  of,  416 
for  industrial  injuries,  207 
for  liens,  358 

for  state  aid  for  schools,  405 
of  state  institutions,  2,  9 
of  tC'Tiships  for  fees  and 

salaries,  2,  9 
Clark,  B.  W. 

early  settler,  _5 

ferry  license  issued  to, 

20 
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Clarke,  General,  took  part 

in  Black  Hawk  War,  8_ 
Clerk 

co\inty,  see  County  clerk 
of  courts,  see  under  name 

of  specific  court 
dockets 

circuit  court,  325 
county  court,  220 
of  election,  appoint- 
ment of,  61_ 
town,  see  Registrars 
Coal  mines 

number  and  output  of,  24 
plats  of,  173 
Coal  Valley,  24,  29,  36 

Township,  16,  r? 
Collection  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Collector 
county 
accounts 

\-:ith  county  clerk,  197 
\7ith  county  treas- 
urer, 197 
with  towns,  381 
appointment  of,  45,  196 
bonds,  108,  109 
books  (lists  of  tajc- 
able  prop- 
erty), 49,  50 
county  treasurer,  ex- 

officio,  45,  196 
duties  and  functions 

of,    44,    45,    196-198 
receipts,    374 
records  kept  by,    197 
reports   to   county 

clerk,  45 
roster  of,  71,  72, 

74,  75 
settlement  of  taxes 
record,  384,  385 
reports,  51 
sheriff's  early  duties 

as,  44,  45,  196 
statements  of  errors 

and  forfeitures,  383 
township 

abolition  of  office, 

45,  197 

accounts  with  cou];ity 

collector,    381 
bonds,    110 


Collector 

township  (continued) 

county  collector,  ex-officio. 

45,  197 
duties  of,  45,  196,  197 
election  of,  45,  196 
Collins,  S.  J.,  78,  79 
Commission 

arbitration,  findings  and 

orders  of,  in  industrial 

injury  cases,  207 
feeble-minded 

appointment  of,  orders  for,  195 
reports  and  recommendations 

of,  195 
insanity 

appointment  of,  orders 

for,  194,  197 
findings  and  recommenda- 
tions of,  197 
reports,  194,  196 
veterans'  relief,  see  Veterans 
welfare,  county,  221 
Commissioners 
county 

board  of,  legislation  es- 
tablishing, 42,  93 
court 
See  also  Supervisors, 

County  board  of 
clerk,  41,  49,  96 
bond,  104 
roster,  69,  70 
duties  and  powers  of, 

40-42,  50,  53, 
56,  94,  95,  209 
early  terms  of,  12,  13 
establishment  of,  91_ 
first  administrative  body,  40 
first  election  for,  12 
functions,  12^,  1_3,  _21,  25 
members 

compensation  of,  91_ 
election  of,  41,  91^,  91n 
removal  from  office,  _92 
roster  of,  66,  67 
term  of  office,  91_ 
probate  Jurisdiction  in, 

47,  49 
succeeded  by  county  court, 
16,  41,  92 
drainage,  see  Drainage 
highway,  see  Highway  under 

Transportation 
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Commissioners  (continued) 
school,  see  School 
special 

to  form,  tovmships,  16_ 
to  select  county- 
seat,  12,  14 
Committees,  county'^oard, 
reports,  3,  4,  12, 

31,  32,  37 
on  claims,  to  auditor, 
399 
Common  law 
See  also  Circuit  courtj 
~"    County  court 
jurisdiction  in,  46, 

48 ,  138_,  170 
Complaint 

bills,  183,  204,  300 
in  pauper  cases,  185 
Confederacy,  9 

soldiers  of,  imprisoned 

on  Rock  Island,  31 
Confession,  judgment  by,  189 
Congregational  churches, 

number  of,  28 
ConserTator 
See  also  Estate;  Guard- 

"Tan;  Insanity;  Pro- 
bate court 
accounts,  251 
bonds,  251,  252,  259, 

260,  262,  263 
fee  book,  290,  293 
inventories,  251,  252, 

265,  267 
letters,  251,  252, 

259,  260,  262 
oaths,  251,  259,  260,  262 
petitions,  251,  252, 

259,  260 
record  (bonds,  letters, 
petitions), 
259,  260 
reports,  251,  252,  276, 

277,  279,  281 
Constables 

appointment  of,  50 
bonds  of.  111,  iTT 
kept  by  county  clerk, 

103 
creation  of  office,  50 
duties  of,  51,  52 


Constables  (continued) 
election  of,  51 

first,  12_ 
oaths,  108 
Contractors"'"  liens,  151 
Contracts 
bridge,  63 

construction,  bridge  and  road,  25 
county,  authority  to  make,  _95_ 
record  of,  kept  by  auditor,  204 
for  supplies,  25 
high'iTOy,  required  to  be  kept,  210 
for  physicians*  services,  24 
sales,  166 
Convej'ancas 
See  also  Deeds;  Mortgage 
entry  book  of,  127 
Comvay,  Joseph,  early  postmaster,  13 
Conv;ay,  Jr.,  Kiles  Vf,,  30 
Cook,  Elophates,  first  s^ool 

land  cominissioner,  25 
Cook,  Horace,  signer  of  peti- 
tions to  Governor,  9 
Copartnership  inventory  and  ap- 
praisal record,  252,  269 
Copperas  Creek,  2 

Corbin,  Edward,  early  constable,  12_ 
Cordova,  24,  36 

Tovmship,  16_,  17 
Coroner 

bonds,  108,  109,  189 

creation  of  office,  52 

deputies,  190 

duties  and  powers  of,  52,  189,  190 

election  of,  52_,  189,  18 9n 

fees,  register  of,  371 

first  election  for,  12 

inquests 

evidence  and  testimony  in,  52 
files,  330 
procedure,  52 
record,  370 
oath,  139 
office,  80 

records  required  to  be  kept,  190 
roster  of,  72_,  73 
term  of  office,  189,  18 9n 
\mrrants  and  writs  issued  by,  314 
Corporation 
See  also  Incorporation 
certificates  of  organi- 
zation, 150 
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Correspondence 
auditor's,  401 
county  board,  2 
farm  bureau,  443 
old  age  assistance,  442 
veterans  relief  coirjniS'- 
si on,  445,  448 
Cost,  court,  see  Fee  book 
under  name  of 
specific  court 
County  board,  see  Commis- 
sioners, county, 
board  of;   Commis- 
sioners' court, 
county;  Coxinty 
court;  Supervi- 
sors, board  of 
Coiinty  clerk 
accounts 

with  health  officers 

and  physicians,  121 
with  registrars  of  births 
and  deaths,  120 
bonds  of,  105 
cash  book,  119 
claims  for  expenditures,  V 
collector's  reports  to,  51 
duties  and  functions  of 
in  the  custody  of  rec- 
ords, 45,  97,  103-109 
in  election  procedure, 

61,  107,  108,  142 
in  entering  bonds  of 

officials,  108 
in  issuing  of  licenses, 

107,  108 
in  keeping  of  vital  sta- 
tistics, 60,  106,  107 
in  regard  to  public 

health,  59 
in  taxation  procedure, 

45,  59,  105,  106,  197 
election  of,  104 
establishment  of  office, 

42,  96,  104 
ex-officio  clerk 

of  board  of  review,  44 
of  co^onty  board,  42 1 

96,  97,  104 
of  county  court,  49, 

96,  97,  104 
of  special  drainage  q-is- 
trict.  214 


County  clerk  (continued) 
files,  124 
oath,  1C5 
office,  80 
records  kept  by,  41-124 

legislation  concerning,  62 
register  of  fees,  118,  224,  227 
registrars'  reports  to,  120 
reports  to 

collector' s,  45 

of  jail  expenditures,  36 

state  department  of  public 

health,  59 
roster  of,  69,  70 
terra  of  office,  104 
County  collector,  see  Collector 
County  commissioners,  see 

Corrjnissioners 

County  court 

acting  as  early  administra- 
tive body 
composition  of,  1_6,  41,  92,  133 
establishment  of,  92,  138 
members,  election  of,  92 
power  and  jurisdiction,  92, 

138,  159 
sessions,  92 

succeeded  by  board  ijf  super- 
visors, 41,  104,  138 
succeeding  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  15,  41,  92 
supervision  over  roads  and 

bridges,  56,  209 
appeals 

from,  to  higher  court,  143 
from  l-.T,'C;r  c-urt.  _47,  139 

clerk  of 
bond,  104 

creation  of  office,  41,  96 
county  clerk,  ex-officio, 

49,  96,  97 
duties,  41,  49,  50,  96, 

104,  143,  144 
establishment  of  office,  41 
ex-officio 

clerk  of  county  board,  104 
clerk  of  probate  court,  49,  159 
roster  of,  69,  70 
term  of  office,  104 
dockets 

adoption,  212,  215 
chattel  mortgage,  222 
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County  court 

dockets  (continued) 

civil,  208,  211 

clerk'  s.  220 

criminal,  209,  211 

delinquency,  212,  213 

dependency,  212,  214 

execution,  217 

feeble-minded,  218,  219 

inheritance  tax,  212,  242 

insanity,  197,  218 

Judge's,  211,  212 

judgment,  216 

justice  of  the  peace,  221 

magistrate's  223 

special  assessment,  210 
establishment  of,  48,  133 
exhibits  in  Moline  Air- 
port case,  206 
fee  books  (court  costs) 

adoption,  224,  226 

common  law,  224 

criminal,  224 

delinquency,  224,  226 

insanity,  225,  290,  293 
files 

adoption,  198 

annexation,  202 

arbitration,  207 

assignment,  200 

bond,  230-236 

common  Is.yi,    183 

criminal,  190 
index  to,  191 

dependency  and  delin- 
quency, 237,  238 

feeble-minded,  195 

index  to,  182 

inheritance  tax,  240 

insanity,  194,  196 
index  to   (194),  193 

judgment,  184 

juvenile,  199 

of  original  documents 

to  be  kept,  144 

of  pauper  cases,  185 

of  prohibition  cases,  204 

of  special  assessments,  203 
jurisdiction  and  func- 
tions of,  48,  49, 
137-144 
in  juvenile  cases,  139,  140 


CoTinty  court 

jurisdiction  and  functions 

of  (continued) 
in  mothers'  pension  cases, 

61,  139,  140,  141 
in  naturalization  pro- 
ceedings, 138 
loss  of,  49 
in  probate  matters,  48, 

138,  155 
over  swamp  lands,  58 
records 

assignment,  201 
civil.  187 
confession,  189 
criminal,  192 
inheritance  tax,  187,  241 
insanity,  197 
judgment,  188 
plaintiff-defendant  in- 
dex to,  144 
required  to  be  kept,  143,  144 
special  assessment,  187 
reports  to 

on  condition  of  insane  pa- 
tients, 194,  228,  229 
warden's  keeping  of,  144 
County  farm 
See  also  County  home;  Public 

welfare;  Relief 
first  acquired  by  county,  29 
name  changed  to  Rock  Island 

Infirmary,  29 
superintendent  of,  first 

appointed,  29 
County  funds,  see  Fund 
County  home 
See  also  Covmty  farm;  Public 

welfare;  Relief 
administration  of,  219 
cash  book,  433 

claims  of,  against  county,  2,  9 
establishment  of,  219 
functions  of,  61,  219.  220 
invoice  record,  434 
ledger,  432 
location  of,  80 
register  of  inmates,  430 
reports  to  county  board,  431 
superintendent,  records  kept 

by,  219,  220 
County  mine  inspector,  see 

Mine  inspector 
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County  officers,  see  Officers 
County  offices,  see  Offices 
Co\mty  orders,  see  Orders 
County  property 

abstracts  of  title  to,  124[i] 
control  of,  43,  57,  94,  95 
inspection  of,  57_ 
purchase  of,  papers  re- 
lating to,  24 
County  seat 

location,  2,  14 

naming  of,  14 

petition  to  locate  post 

office  in,  13 
selection  of,  77 
County  superintendent  of 

highvfays,  see  Highway 
under  Transportation 
County  superintendent  of 
public  welfare  see 

Public  welfare 
County  superintendent  of 

schools,  see  Schools 
County  surveyor,  see  Sui'veyor 
County  treasurer,  see  Treasurer 
County  tuberculosis  sani- 
tarium, see  Sanitarium 
County  Tjarrants,  see  Warrants 
Court,  see  Circuit;  Com- 
missioners, county; 

County;  Probate 
Courthouse 

bond  issue  for,  73,  79 
buildings  used,  5,  15,  77_ 
contracts  for,  15,  77-79 
cost  of  first,  15,  77 
custody  of,  57 
description  of 
first,  15,  77 
second,  79,  30 
election  for,  78 
offices  in,  80 
Court  reporters,  appoint- 
ment of,  172,  352 
Courtrooms,  location  of,  80 
Criminal 
See  also  Circuit  court; 
County  court;  In- 
dictment; Probation 
cases,  jurisdiction  in, 

46,  48,  138,  170 
Crist,  Daniel,  newspaper 
editor,  30 


Dance  hall  licenses,  applications 

for,  104 
Danforth,  Joseph 
early  settler,  5 
judge  of  first  election,  ]^ 
signed  petitions  to  Governor,  8_ 
Davenport,  George 
activities  of,  20 
colonel  in  Black  Hawk  War,  9 
elected  county  commissioner,  12 
ferry 

license  issued  to,  13,  1£,  20 
n?.med  for,  20 
land  acq^uired  by,  6 
murder  of,  20 
settles  on  Rock  Island,  5 
Davenport  (Iowa),  2,  19,  20,  21,  30,  32 
map  of,  421 

platting  and  naming  of,  20 
and  Rock  Island  bridge,  contest 

over,  33 
Davenport,  Rock  Island  and  North 

vJestern  Railroad,  22,  32,  35 
Davis,  Jefferson 

active  in  Black  Hawk  War,  9 
favored  arsenal  on  Rock  Island,  31 
Davis,  Thomas,  signer  of  peti- 
tions to  Governor,  8 
D3,vis  Couiity  (Iowa),  10 
Death 
See  also  Vital  statistics 
fees  paid  to  registrars,  re- 
ports, 35 
reports,  county  clerk's 

accounts  of,  121 
De  bonis  non,  see  Administrator 
Declaration  of  intention,  see 

Naturalization 

Decree 
See  also  Orders,  court 
of  adoption,  198 
in  bastardy  cases,  124[iv] 
circuit  court,  296,  300 
in  drainage  proceedings,  423, 

424,  425 
in  juvenile  cases,  237,  238 
in  pauper  cases,  185 
in  prohibition  cases,  204 
Dedication 

of  right  of  way,  124[iii] 
plats  of,  174 
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Deeds 
See  also  Conveyances 
administrator,  129 
certified  copies  of,  129 
entry  book  of,  125 
gran tor- gran tee  index 

to,  128 
quitclaim,  130,  133 
record,  130 
recording  of,  127 
to  sw?,mp  lands,  issued 

by  drainage  com- 
missioners, 58 
tax 

applications  for,  53 
record,  135 
unrecorded,  165 
trust,  130,  131,  136 

release  of,  130,  132,  136 
of  vacation,  129 
warrr-jity,  129,  130,  134,  166 
Deere  and  Company,  23,  35 
Deere,  Charles  H.  ,  est?,te, 

probating  of,  255 
Deere,  John 

invented  steel  plow,  34 
moved  factory  to  Moline, 

19,  34 
Defenda.nts'  answers,  300 
Delinquent  children,  see 

Juvenile 
Delinquent  taxes,  see  Tax 
Democratic  Party,  29,  30 
Denkman  Library,  26 
Dentists 

certificates,  87,  89 
register,  90 
Department  of  Commerce 
Census  of  Manu- 
facturers, 38 
Department  of  health,  state, 

see  Health 
Department  of  public  wel- 
fare, County,  see 

Public  welfare 
Dependent  children,  see 

Juvenile 
Depositions  in  naturaliza- 
tion cases,  cir- 
cuit court,  343 
Deputy,  see  under  name  of 

specific  office 


Dickson,   Vandriiff,  Kalbaugh, 

bridge  contractors,  21 
Disb\irsements,  see  Receipts  and 

expenditures 
Disciples  of  Christ  churches, 

number  of,  28 
Distribution  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Distributive  fund,  account  of,  403 
Districts 

drainage.  See  Drainage 
health.  Sec  Health 
road,  see  Road  under  Trans- 
portation 
school,  see  School 
Divorce,  bills  for,  300 
Dockets 

court,  see  under  name  of 

specific  court;  also 
under  title  of  docket 
of  rates  and  amounts  wanted,  41,  49 
required  to  be  kept,  144,  159, 

175,  186 
Doctor,  see  Physician 
Dodge,  A.  C,  favored  arsenal 

on  Rock  Islp.nd,  31 
Dodge,  Colonel  Henry,  led 

liichigan  Rangers  in 

Black  Hawk  War,  10 
Doty,  Daniel,  built  second  county 

jail,  16 
Dradnage 
See  also  Swamp  lands 
appeals,  423 
assessm.ent 

objections  to,  426 
rolls,  423-426 
commissioners 

appointment  of,  58,  213,  424 

board,  58 

duties  and  powers,  58,  213,  214 

election  of,  214 

highway  commissioner,  ex- 

officio,  58 
records  kept  by,  214 
reports,  424,  426 
districts 

Blackhawk,  425 

clerk  of,  county  clerk  ex- 

officio,  214 
Drury,  423,  424 
Hampton,  426 
kinds  of,  214 
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Drainage 

districts  (continued) 
organization  of,  58, 

215,  214 
petitions,  423-426 
treasurer,  county  treas- 
urer ex-officio,  214 
fees,  424 
files,  423-426 
records  required  to  be 

kept,  214 
reports  on  conditions 

of,  213,  214 
tax,  see  Assessment 

rolls  above 
Drury  drainage  district, 

files  of,  423,  424 
Drury  Township,  16,  17 
Duncan,  Joseph,  led  militia 

in  Black  Hawk  War,  8_ 
Dunforth,  Jr.,  J.  B.,  32 

Earnings  and  expenditures, 
see  Receipts  and 
expenditures 
East  Molina,  2_,  32_ 

location  and  importance 

of,  35_ 
maps,  175,  418 
East  Moline  Herald,  30 
Edgington  Township,  Te",  17 
Education 
See  also  School 
administration  of,  53-55, 

205",~06 
Augustana  College  and 
Theological 
Seminary,  26 
churches  first  con- 

cerned  with,  25,  27 
cost  of,  25_,  2_6 
early  development,  24,  25 
funds  for,  source  of,  25 
library  ~~ 

Denkman,  record  of 

Swedish  settle- 
ments found  in,  26 
public,  first  in 

county,  25 
pupils,  number  enroTTed, 
25_,  26 
supervision  of,  42 


Education  (continued) 

teachers'  institute,  first 

established,  25 
Edwards,  Ninian  B.,  first  state 

superintendent  of  schools,  25 
"Effie  Alton,"  Mississippi 

River  boat,  33 
Election 

board,  appointment  of,  141 
certificates  of,  7,  124 [v] 
clerks  of,  appointment  of,  61 
contests,  jurisdiction  over, 

142,  171 
duties,  county  olerk's,  61,  142 
expenditures 
approved,  14 
reports  of,  2 
first  in  county,  11,  12 
judges 

appointment  of,  42,  61,  9£ 
first  in  county,  12_ 
jurisdiction  over,  95,  142 
list  of  officers  elected,  83,  84 
for  mosquito  abatement  dis- 
tricts, 59 
nominations,  objections  to,  142 
petitions,  107 

precincts,  first  established,  13 
register  of  county  officers,  85 
returns,  in  annexation  pro- 
ceedings, 202 
special,  for  township  form  of 

government,  16 
Emerson,  Dr.  I.,  first  county 

physician,  28 
Engineers,  highway,  see  Highway 

under  Transportation 
Entry  books 

of  chattel  mortgages,  125,  126 
cf  conveyances,  127 
of  deeds,  125 

required  to  be  kept,  62,  126 
Episcopal  Churches  in  county,  28 
Equalization  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Errors  in  taxation,  see  Tax 
Estate 
See  also  Administrator;  Conser- 
vator;  Executor;  Guard- 
ian; Probate  court;  Will 
appraisement  of,  240,  251,  268, 

271 
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Estate  (continued) 

claims  against,  dockets 

of,  285,  288 
index  to  (285),  236 
dockets,  289 
index  to,  248,  249 
insolvent,  records,  252,  270 
inventories  of,  251,  252, 

265-267,  269-271 
jurisdiction  in  admin- 
istration of,  157 
receipts  and  expenditures, 

reports  of,  253,  277-282 
report  records,  277-282 
sale  of  -  property 
personal 

bills,  253,  271,  273,  274 
record,  275 
reports,  273 
real  estate 
bills,  271 
record,  276 
reports,  273 
Es  tray- 
papers,  101,  424 
record,  102 

kept  by  county  clerk,  108 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
Augustana  Synod  supports 

Augustana  College,  26 
churches  in  county,  28 
ministers'  of,  trained  at 

Augustana  College,  26 
Evidence,  transcripts  of, 

county  court,  183,  190 
Examinations,  see  Pupils ; 

Teachers 
Examiner  of  the  blind,  ap- 
pointment and 
duties  of,  61 
Execution 
dockets 

circuit  court,  327 
county  court,  217 
of  judgment,  184,  308 
Executor 
See  also  Administra- 

tor;  Estate,  Pro- 
bate court;  Will 
accounts,  251 
bonds,  108,  251,  252, 

255,  260,  263 


Executor  (continued) 
fee  book,  291,  293 
inventories,  251,  252,  260 
letters,  251,  252,  255,  260 
oaths,  251,  255,  260 
petitions,  251,  252,  255,  260 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  255,  260 
reports,  251,  252,  276,  277, 

279,  280 

Exhibits,  county 

Explanatory  note; 


;s,  county  court,  186,  206 
.tory  notes  to  inventory, 
89,  90 


Farm 

implement  manufacturing  in 

county,  19,  34 
names,  registration  of,  158 

applications,  157 
operation  problems,  37 
value  of,  per  acre,  37 
Farm  Bureau 

correspondence,  443 
minutes,  443 
office,  location  of,  80 
reports,  443,  444 
Farmall  Works,  see  International 

Harvester  Company 
Farnham,  Russel 

land  in  county  acquired  by,  6 
settles  on  Rock  Island,  5   "" 
Farnhamsburg,  19,  32      ~" 
becomes  city  of  Rock  Island, 

14,    77 
coimty  seat  pro  tem,    12,    14,~7Y 
early  beginnings,    14 
petition  for   road   from,    13 
Fee   books 

administrators'  and  execu- 
tors', 291,  293 
court,  see  under  name  of 

specific   court 
required  to  be   kept,    144, 

1557  175 
guardians'   and   conservators', 

290,    292,    293 
Feeble-minded 

docket,    218,    219 
documents,    194,    195 
Fees 
See  also  Cash;   Fund;   Receipts 

and  expenditures 
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(Fee-  Fun) 


Fees  (continued) 

circuit  court,  receipts 

for,  250 
claims  for,  by  town- 
ships, 2,  9 
coroner's,  register  of,  371 
county  clerk's 
ledger  of,  122 
register  of,  118 
in  drainage  proceedings, 

reports  of,  424 
justice's,  reports  of,  3,  31 
physicians',  121 
recorder's,  181 
registers  of 

circuit  clerk's,  349 
county  court  clerk's, 
224,  227 
probate,  118,  294 
reports  of  registrars' 

fees  due,  35 
sheriff's,  3  68 

register  of,  227,  369 
reports  of,  3,  31 
witness 

register  of,  15 
reports  of,  3,  31 
Ferry,  see  Transportation 
Final  papers,  see  Certifi- 
cates -under  Naturalization 
Finance 

bank  failures  retard 

industry,  18 
county's  share  public 

debt,  38 
crisis  of  1929,  effecF"of, 

on,  24 
financial 

condition  of  county, 
treasurer's  re- 
port, 15 
records,  see  Accounts; 
Cash;  Costs;  Fees; 
Fund;  Receipts  and 
expenditures 
system  in  county,  43-46 
railroad  stock  bought 
by  county,  22 
Findings  and  orders  of 
arbitration  com- 
mission in  indus- 
trial injury 
cases,  207 


Fines 

in  drainage  proceedings,  re- 
ports of,  424 
record  of,  circuit  court,  350 
register  of,  in  state  cases, 

224,  227 
Fire  marshal,  state,  inspection 

of  county  buildings  by,  57 
Fiscal  control,  45,  46 
Flemish  newspapers  in  county,  30 
Foreclosure,  see  Mortgage     ~*~ 
Forfeiture 

in  drainage  proceedings,  re- 
ports of,  424 
and  errors,  record  of,  383 
of  lands,  records,  58,  59,  386 

index  to  (58),  52 
receipts,  tax,  57 
record,  tax,  58,  59 
Fort  Armstrong,  2,  9,  20 

built  by  Col.  William  Lawrence,  5 
commanded  by  Gen*  Atkinson,  9  "~ 
location,  5,  31  ~ 

peace  treaty  with  Indians 

signed  at,  10 
religious  services  first  held  in, 

27 
Fort  Crawford,  9 
Fort  Shelby,  4 
Fox  Indians 

allied  to  Sacs,  3 
Keokuk,  chief  ofT"  4 
Fox  River,  4       "~ 
Fremont  Township,  16 
French,  Charles,  signer  of  peti- 
tions to  Governor,  8 
Frink  and  Walker,  stagecoach    "~ 

operators,  21 
Fund 
See  also  Cash;  Fees;  Receipts 

and  expenditures 
Civil  War,  allotment  of,  124[viii] 
county 

appropriations  by  county 

board,  95 
county  clerk's  account  of,  119 
distributive,  accounts,  403 
highway 

bills  issued  against,  11 
claims  against,  416 
orders  on,  18 
institute,  206 
register  of,  393 
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Fund   (continued) 

mo  tor- fuel-tax,   131115 

issued  against,  12 
non-high  school,  regis- 
ter of,  394 
pension 
blind,  6]^ 
mothers' 

account  of,  397 
jurisdiction  over,  61_ 
road,  orders  on  18,  19 
school,  management  of, 

53,  54 
state  "bond  issue,  orders  to 
pay  hills  from,  13 
trust,  accounts  of,  395 
tuberculosis  sanitarium,  216 

G-aincs,  General  Edmund  P., 
led  regular  army  forces 
in  Black  Kawk  War,  8_ 
G-alena,  11 

Galena  Advertiser,  14,  15 
Gardner,  Thoma.s,  signer  of 

petitions  to  Governor,  8_ 
Gazette  Van  Moline,  Flemish 

newsp&per  in  county,  30 
German  newspapers  in 

county,  30 
Gets,  lions  on,  152 
Gilbert,  Rev,  Titus,  or- 
ganized first  Baptist 
church  in  county,  28 
Girty,  Kichael,  British 
agent,  aided 
Black  Hav?k,  9_ 
Gdble,  Benjamin 
early  settler,  5 
signer  of  petitions  to 
Governor,  8_ 
Goble,  George,  _5 
Golden,  T?,  A. ,  probation 
reports  to  circuit 

court,  341 
Gotchell,  Horatio  P., 

newspaper  editor,  30 
Gould,  J.  M. ,  early  county 

judge,  18 
Governmental 

changes,  16_,  17 
organization  of  county, 
40-64 


Grand  Detour  (Illinois),  19,  34 
Grand  jury,  see  Jury 
Grantor-grajitee  index,  127",  128 
Great  Laikes,  23 
Ground-hog  bounty,  stubs  of 

orders  for,  20 
Guardian 
See  also  Conservator;  Estate; 

Minors;  Probate  court 
acco\:mts,  251 
bonds,  108,  251,  252,  257, 

260,  262 
fee  book,  292,  293 
inventory,  251,  252,  266 
letters,  251,  252,  257,  260,  262 
oaths,  251,  257,  260,  262 
petitions,  251,  252,  257,  260 
public,  157,  158 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 
petitions),  257,  260 
index  to,  250,  258 
reports,  251,  252,  276-279 

Habeas  corpus,  writs  of,  190, 

300,  310 
Hail,  David  B.,  signed  petitions 

to  Governor,  8_ 
Hampton,  36 

drainage  district  files,  426 
ToTOiship,  16,  17 
Kaney,  Mr.  — .  early  settler,  5^ 
Harlan,  Geo.  W. 

early  commissioner  and  justice,  12 
early  settler,  5_ 
Harper,  R.  M. ,  newspaper  editor,  30 
Harrison,  William  Henry,  signed 

treaty  nith  Indians,  4 
Health 

board  of,  county,  _59 
department  of,  state 
creation  of,  _59 
director's  reports  on  birth 

and  death  fees,  35 
duties  and  powers  of,  57,  59 
districts,  public,  organization 

of,  59 
officers'  account  with  county 

clerk,  121 

taxes,    59 
Heans,   William,    signed  petitions 

to  Governor,  _8 
Heirship  record,   253,   264 
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(Hen-Ind) 


Hennepin  Canal,  route  of,  33_ 
Henry,  William,  signed  pe- 
tition to  Governor,  8_ 
Henry  County,  1_ 
Hesperin  considered  as  nane 

for  Moline,  34 
High  schools,  see  School 
Highway,  see  Transportation 
Hospital  "bond  issues,  or- 
dinance for,  26 
Housing  projects,  estab- 
lishment o:^  pro- 
cedure in,  143 
Hulls,  M.  S.,  signer  of 

petitions  to  Governor,  B 

Illinois,  1,  £,  19,  30 

cost  of  ^lack  Hawk  War  to,  !£ 
school  lands  granted  to,  25 
settlement  of,  11 
Indians  retarded,  _9 
Illinois  commerce  commis- 
sion, appeals  from 
rulings  of,  to  cir- 
cuit court,  171 
Illinois-Michigan  Canal,  23_ 
Illinois  and  Mississippi  Can- 
al, see  Hennepin  Canal 
Illinois  River,  _4 
Illinois  State  Historical 

Society,  63 
Incorporation 
See  also  Corporation 
articles  and  certifi- 
cates of,  170 
of  villages,  petitions 
for,  205 
Indebtedness,  master's  cer- 
tificates of,  167 
Indemnifying  bonds,  362 
Index 

to  birth  certificates,  67 
to  certificates  of  organ- 
ization, 149 
chancery,  299 

chattel  mortgage  lien,  164 
to  circuit  court 
docket,  318 
files,  295,  299,  303 
records,  295,  299,  303 
civil,  182 
coniiion  laxv  docket,  318 


Index  (continued) 

to  county  court  files  and  rec- 
ords, 182 
criminal,  191 
to  death  certificates,  71 
to  estates,  248,  249 
grantor-grantee,  128 
to  guardians'  record,  250 
insanity,  193 
■  to  marginal  releases,  137 
marriage,  75 
mortgagor-mortgagee,  128 
to  naturalization  records, 

245,  344 
plaintiff-defendant,  circuit 

court,  295 
plat,  171 

probate  claim  docket,  286 
to  probate  records,  247,  248 
to  records  required  to  be 

kept,  107,  109,  127, 
143,  144,  159,  160, 
174,  175 
to  soldiers'  and  sailors'  dis- 
charge certificates,  155 
to  supervisors'  record  and  files,  1 
to  tax  sale,  52 
Indian 

abuse  of,  by  whites,  6_,  6n_ 
burial  grounds  desecrated  by 

whites,  _6 
ceded  lands  to  Federal  govern- 
ment, 4_ 
in  county,  3~10 
customs  of,  _3,  4 
hostility  of,  towards  whites, 

3.  5,  7,  8 
lands,  legislation  to  dispos- 
sess, 6,  7_ 
mounds  in  county,  _1 
promise  to  aid  Black  Hawk,  _9 
removal,  11_ 

militia  enforced,  8_ 
treaties  signed  with,  4,  _8 
villages,  3^ 
Indiana  Territory,  _4 
Indictment,  original 

in  circuit  court,  304-306,  314 
in  county  court,  190 
Indigent  persons,  care  of,  94 
Industrial  injury  claims,  files  of, 

207 
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Indus  try- 
tank  failures  retard,  1_8 
■beginnings  of ,  18_ 
brick  manufacturing  in 

county,  15,  19 
centers  of,  32,  33 
chpnges  in,  37,  38 
in  city  of  Rock  IslPJid, 

kinds  and  value  of,  33 
coal  mines,  number  and 

output  of,  24 
establishment  of,  23,  24 
factors  favorable  to,  2, 
17,  19,  23 
farm  implement,  import- 
ance of,  19,  34,  35 
kinds  of,  23 
labor 

effect  of  depression  of 

1929  on,  38 
statistics,  58 
wages  paid  to,  23,  24 
lead  mines,  6 
livestock,  24 

first  tax  on,  12 
mill  dams,  first  con- 
structed, 21,  34 
in  Moline,  kinds  pjid  value 

of,  35 
national,  evolution  in 

ownership  of,  37,  38 
number  of,  23,  37 
products,  33,  34 

kinds  and  value  of,  23, 
24,  35,  37 
railrop-ds  serving,  32 
statistics,  B2 
wages  paid  by,  23,  24 
water  transportation  fav- 
orable to,  2,  17,  19,  23 
Inheritance  tax 
docket,  212,  242 
papers,  240 
record.  187,  241,  396 
Injunctions  issued  in  pro- 
hibition cases,  204 
Inquests 

evidence  and  testimony 

in,  52 
files,  330 

procedure  in,  52,  52n,  189 
record  of,  190,  370 


Insane 

care  of,  29 
hospital,  29 

superintendent's  reports  on 
patients  in,  194,  228,  229 
Insanity 
See  also  Conservator 
docket,  197,  218 
fees,  225,  290,  293 
files,  194,  196 

index  to  (194),  193 
findings  and  orders  in,  197 
record,  197 
index  to,  193 
Insolvency  records,  estate,  252,  270 
Institute  fvind 

management  of,  206 
register,  393 
Instructions  to  jury,  see  Jury 
Instruments  required  to  be  kept  by 
recorder,  55,  126,  127 
Intention,  declaration  of,  see 

Naturalization 
International  Harvester  Company 

(Farmall  Works),  23,  35 
Inventions,  pp.tents  is?ued  on, 

record  of,  95 
Inventory 

consorvators' ,  265,  267 
copartnership,  252,  269 
of  estates,  251,  252,  265-267, 

269-271 
guardirjis*,  265 
record,  265,  271 
in  voluntary  bankruptcy,  200 
Investigation  reports,  old  age 

assistance,  435 
Iowa,  2,  20 

legislature,  sent  resolution  to 
Congress  favoring  arsena.l 
on  Rock  Island,  31 

Jackson,  Andrew,  77 
Jail 
Sec  also  Prisoners 
bond  issiies,  27 
contract  awarded,  1_6 
custody  of,  57,  185 
expenditures 

reports  of,    2,    3,    31,    32, 

35,    124[vi] 
for  trejisfer  of  prisoners,    367 
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Jail  (continued) 
location  of,  77 
naps  and  plans  of,  1^,  63 
receipts,  364 
record,  363 
register,  15^,  366 
Jefferson  Barracks  (Missouri), 

Black  Hawk  prisoner  in,  10 
Jesup,  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, favored  estab- 
lishment of  arsenal 
on  Rock  Island,  31_ 
Jo  Daviess  County,  14 

Rock  Island  as  part  of,  1_1 
Johnson,  F.  Arthur,  presi- 
dent of  August- 
ana  College,  26 
Johnson,  Thomas  L.  J., 

pauper,  care  of,  28_ 
Journal,  sec  Ledger 
Judges 

circuit,  47,  48,  170-173 
coxinty 

election  of,  48,  137 
first  incumlDent,  1j6 
as  justices  of  the 

peace,  48 
oath,  137 
reports  to,  of  drainage 

districts,  424 
roster  of,  £7 
salary,  92,  137 
term  of  office,  92, 

137.  138 
dockets 

circuit  court,  324 
county  court,  208,  209, 

211-215,  239,  242 
probate  court,  283,  284 
of  election,  appointment 
of,  42,  95 
probate 

appointment  of,  47, 

155,  156 
duties,  137,  156,  157 
election,  156 
records  kept  by,  legisla- 
tion concerning,  62,  63 
regulations  governing,  156 
roster  of,  ^ 
salc.ry,  156 
term  of  office,  156 
Supreme  Couit,  election 
of,  171 


Judgment 

assignments  of,  311 
by  confession,  189 
dockets 

circuit  court,  326 

county  court,  216 
executions  of,  184,  3C8 
notes  used  as  court  exhibits,  186 
orders  on,  188 
releases  of,  311 
tax  -  record,  58 
transcript  of 

justice  of  the  peace,  316 

from  Moline  city  court,  317 
Judicial 

circuits,  47,  49 
system  in  county,  46-49 
Jurors,  see  Jury 
Jury 

certificates,  17 

register  of,  336 
coroner 's,  52,  189 
grand 

first  summoned,  13_ 

lists,  334 

orders  to  recall,    312 

reports   to  circuit  court,    332 

subpoenas,    335 
instructions   to,    183,   190, 

296,    300,    304 
lists,   40 

circuit  court,  334 

county  court,  190 

kept  by  county  clerk,  109 
records,  keeping  of,  175 
selection  of,  42,  95,  97 
venires,  337 
verdicts,  52,  304 

in  county  court,  183 

in  drainage  proceedings,  423-426 

in  insanity  cases,  194 
Justice,  administration  of,  46-53 
Justice,  associate,  roster  of,  ^oT^ 
Justice  of  the  peace 
appeals  from,  47,  49 
appointment,  47,  48 
bends,  108,  111,  112 

statutory  requir:nents 

governing,  108 
county  judge  as,  48_ 
docket,  221 

chp.ttel  mortgage,  222 

duties,  47 
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Justice  of  the  peace 

(continued) 
as  early  administrative 

officer,  41,  92 
election  of,  47 

on  basis  of  population,  48 
first,  12 
fees 

register  of,  224,  227 
reports  on,  3,  31 
jurisdiction  of,  47,  48,  138 
to  keep  records,  50 
oaths,  108 
term  of  office,  92 
transcripts  of  Judgment,  316 
Justices,  Supreme  Court 
appointment,  45 
duties,  47,  170 
Juvenile 
See  also  Adoption;  Minors; 

Pension,  mothers' 
cases,  procediire  in, 

139,  140 
delinquency 

fees,  224,  226 
files,  258 

jurisdiction  in,  139,  140 
dependency 
files,  237 

jurisdiction  in,  159,  140 
probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
release  of  children  to 

Union  Mission,  199 

Kalbaugh 

awarded  bridge  contract,  21_ 
grist  mill  built  by,  34 
mill  darn  contract  3,warded 

to,  21 
Kendall,  0.  D. ,  newspaper 

publisher,  30 
Kent,  Erastus,  signer  of  pe- 
titions to  Governor,  8_ 
Keokuk,  Chief,  4 

appointed  to  guard  Black 

Hawk,  10 
Kinney,  John,  early  settler,  5 
Knox  County,  14 

Labor 

effect  of  depression  of 
1929  on,  38 


Labor  (continued) 

wages  paid  to,  23,  24 
Tri-City  -  Review,  30 
Land 
See  also  Lots;  Real  estate 
Indian,  sale  of,  6 
school,  sale  of,  53,  205 
petitions  for,  404 
reports  of,  6 
swamp,  see  Swamp 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
Law,  enforcement  of,  officers 

concerned  with,  52,  53 
Lawrence,  Col.  William,  built 

Fort  Armstrong,  5 
Le  Claire,  Antoine 

ferry  operated  by,  20 

friend  and  business  associate 

of  George  Davenport,  20 
interj^reter  for  Indians  at  sign- 
ing of  treaty,  20 
land  grants  to,  20 
likeness  of,  on  Rock  Island  and 

Pacific  Railroad  engine,  21 
platted  site  of  Davenport,  20 
wife  of,  received  land  gr?.nt 

from  Black  Hawk,  20 
Le  Claire,  Davenport  and  Company 

(Dr.venport,  Iowa),  20 
Ledger 

county  clerk' s,  122 
county  home,  432 
of  county  officers'  exjiendi- 

tures,  14 
Leek,  Conrad,  early  settler,  5 
Leonard,  Harvey,  supplied  bricks 

for  first  courthouse,  15 
Letters  of  appointment  in  probate, 

see  under  title  of  appointee 
Levee,  see  Drainage;  Swamp  lands 
Levy 

certificates  of,  44 

sheriffs' ,  144,  162.  357 
tax,  see  Tax 
Lewis,  Mrs.  — ,  early  settler 

on  Rock  Island,  5 
Liberty  Banner,  The,  30 
Libraries,  public,  first  in 

coiinty,  25 
License 
Seealso  Certificate 
dance  hall,  applications  for,  104 
ferry,  108 

first  issued,  13,  19,  20 


Subject  Index 
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(Lic-Ket) 


License   (contimied) 
issuing  of,    108 
liquor,    5,    105 

applications  for,    104 
marriage,    76,    77 

aprlications  for,    76,    73 
issuing  of,    107 
register,    79 
returns,    81 
power  to  gre.nt,    94 
prof ession:,l,    see  under 

name  of  profession 
road  house,    applications 

for,    104 
shanty-boat,    106 
sta.llion,    renewal  of,    15G 
tavern,    108 

first  issued,    12 
Liens 
See  also  I'ortgage 
on  chattels,    163 

index  to,    154 
claiEis  for,    358 
contractor's,    151 
on  gets,    152 
mechanics'  ,    309 

docket  of,    328 
notice  cf  tax,    153 
Lincoln,   Atrohrin 

counsel  for  railrocd  in 

suit  over  bridge,    33_ 
enlists  in  Black  Kr.wk  War,    9_ 
Liquor  licenses,    3,    105 
applications  for,    104 
Livestock 

in  coujity,    24 
estr''^' 

pr.pers,  101,  424 
records,  102 
marks  rJid  breads,  regis- 
ter of,  103 
stallion  certificates,  100 
tax  levy  on,  12 
Lots 
See  also  Loj^ad;  Heal  estate 
entry  book  of  convcy- 

-jices  on,  127 
Levitt,  Thomas,  signer  of 

petitions  to  Governor,  Q 
Lower  election  precinct,  13 
Lunacy,  see  Insc-iity 
Lutheran  Compciiion,  30 
Lynac,  Geo.  W. ,  early 

settler,  33 


McCall,  Gentry,  signer  of  peti- 
tions to  Governor,  8_ 
McCloud,  Mr.  — ,  sold  present  site 

of  Davenport  (Iowa),  21 
McGrew,  Henry  C,  published  first 

newspaper  in  county,  29 
McMurtree,  P.ev.  Asa,  first  Metho- 
dist congregation  organized  by,  27 
McNeill,  H.,  signer  of  petitions  to 

Governor,  8_ 
Major  Ta^'lor' s  battle,  Americans 

defeated  in,  4_ 
Makataimeshehiakiak,  see  51ack 

Hawk  Chief 
Maps 
See  also  Plats 
cf  county  jail,  63 
of  Davenport,  Iowa,  421 
of  East  Moline,  175,  418 
cf  !!oline,  city  of,  177,  421 
recordation  of,  56 

index  to,  127 
road,  64 
of  Rock  Island,  city  of,  176, 

419,  421 
of  Rock  Island  County/,  180, 

417,  420 
school,  63,  64 
of  Silvis,  to-.m  of,  178 
state-aid  roads,  64 
Maraidosee  road  district,  13 
Marais  d'ogee  creek,  11 
Marks  and  brands,  register  of,  103 
Marriage,  see  Vital  statistics 
Kaster-in-chancery 
bonds,  340 
certificates 

of  bank  deposits,  340 
indebtedness,  167 
purchase,  162 
redemption,  147 
sale,  130,  146 
reports,  340 
Matteson,  Gov.  Joel  A.,  art- 
pointed  first  state 
school  superintendent,  25 
Mechanics'  lien 
docket,  338 
files,  3C9 
Mercer  County,  2,  36 
Methodist  Churches 
first  organized,  27 
number  of  churches  in  county,  27 
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Subject  Index 


(Mic-Mor) 


Michigan  Rangers,    fought  in 

Black,  Hawk  War,    10 
Milan,    18_,    36 

early  school  district,    25 
road  to,    cost  of,    21 
Milan   Independent,    3~ 
Militia,    see   Soldiers* 
Mill  Cre8k7~2_ 
Mill  dam 

first  in  county,  aid  to 

industry,  21 
first  on  Mississippi  River,  34 
Miller,  George  V.  """ 

early  constable,  12 
signed  petitions  to"  Gov- 
ernor, 8 
Mine  inspector,  county 
appointment  of,  227,  228 
bond,  227 
compensation,  228 
county  purveyor,  ex- 

officio,  227 
creation  of  office,  £27 
duties  of,  227,  228   " 
oath,  227 

removal  from  office,  227 
reports,  227  ' 

Mining  property,  list  of 

taxable,  46 
Minneapolis-Molina 

Power  Implement 
Factory,  35 
Minors 
See  also  Guardian;  Juvenile 
applications  of,  for 

marriage  licenses,  76,  78 
naturalization  of,  243,  348 
Minutes 
See  also  Proceedings 
county  board  of  super- 
visors', 3,  4 
county  farm  bureau,  443 
Mississippi  River,  1,  3,  5_, 

"   £,10 
Augustana  College  campus 

located  on,  26 
bridge,  contest  over,  33 
factor  in  development  "of 

county,  2_,    17_,  1£ 
ferries  operated  on,  19,  20 
first  mill  dam  on,  34 
removal  of  Indians  ^ 

west  of,  8,  11 


Missouri,  4,  10 
Missouri  Republican,  15 
Mittimus  va-its,  190,  5T4,  356 
Modern  Woodman  (periodical),  30 
Mo  line,  2,    4,  24,  32 
airport 

court  case,  exhibits  in,  206 
located  in,  25 
area,  35 
city  court,  transcripts  of 

judgment  from,  317 
factors  aiding  growth  of,  35 
farm  implements  manufactured" 

in,  19 
first  library  in,  25 
location,  33 

ivaterpower  determines  choice 

of,  34 
manufactures,  kinds  and  value 

of,    35_ 
maps,    177,    421 
naming  of,    33,    34 
plow  factory  removed  to,    34,    35 
population,    33,    35 
settled  by  New  Englanders,   33 
stagecoach  to  Chicago,    21 
surveying   of,    33 
To\,7iship,    16,   TT 
Moline   Dispatch,    30 
Monmouth   (Warren  Co"unty) 

county  prisoners  first  kept  in,  15 
petition  for  road  to,  from 

Fa  rnhamsburg,  13 
Montgomery,  Rev,  John,  estab- 
lishes  Presbyterian 
church  in  county,  27 
Moral  character,  certificates  ofT"  64 
Mortgage 
Seealso  Conve5rances ;  Liens 
chattel 

dockets,  222 
entry  book,  125,  126 
original,  129 
record,  130,  136,  143 
releases,  unrecorded,  166 
unrecorded,  165,  166 
real  estate 

assignments  of,  130,  136,  139 

record,  130,  136 

releases,  129,  130,  136,  138 

marginal,  index  to,  137 
sale,  130,  136,  141 
school,  130,  156,  140 
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(Mor-Off) 


Mortgage  (continued) 

railro,-.d,  130,  136,  142 
recording  of,  126 
Mosquito  abatement  districts, 

organization  of,  59 
Mothers'  pension,  see  Pension 
Motions  in  bastardy  cases, 

124[iv] 
Motor  fuel  tpjc 
allotment 
record,  415 
register,  414 
f\ind,  bills  issued  against,  12 
Mueller,  F.  E. ,  newspaper 

publisher,  30 
Municipp-lities,  tax  levy  for,  44 

Nsjnes  of  farms,  registration 

of,  158 
p.pplications  for,  157 
Naturtalization 

certificates  (final  papers) 
circuit  court,  314, 

345,  348 
county  co\irt,  243 
declaration  of  intention 
circuit  court,  346 
county  court,  243,  244 
index  to  (244),  245 
depositions  in  circuit 

court,  343 
index 

circuit  court,  344 
county  court,  245 
jurisdiction  in,  46,  48, 

158,  170 
minors' ,  243,  348 
oaths 

circuit  court,  345,  348 
county  court,  243 
petitions 

circuit  court,  345,  348 
county  court,  243 
records  required  to  be 

'kept,  144,  175 
soldiers'  record,  246, 

347,  348 
witness  affidavits,  342 
Neapope,  chief 

confers  with  British,  8 
held  as  hostage  by  Ameri- 
cans, 10 


Negroes,  taoces  on,  12 
Newspapers 
See  also  under  name  of  newspaper 

first  in  county,  29,  30 

foreign,  30 

nvimber  of ,  30 

political  affiliations  of,  29,  30 
Nominations,  see  Election 
Non-high  school,  see  School 
Northwestern  advertiser,  30 
Northwestern  Gazette,  14,  15 
Norwegians,  see  Scandinavians 

under  Rock  Island 
Notary  public  records,  108 
Notices 

e stray,  102 

lega,l,  of  partnership  agree- 
ments, 161 

tax  lien,  153 
Nurses'  certificates,  87 

register  of,  93 

Oath 

citizenship,  see  Naturalization 
of  county  officers,  see 

Officers,  co\inty 
entered  by  co-unty  clerk,  108 
kept  by  circuit  court  clerk,  173 
of  probate  appointee,  see  -under 
title  of  appointee 
Objections  to  taoces,  see  Tax 
Officer 

city,  bonds  of,  108 
county 

accounts,  examination  of,  96 
appointment  of,  applica- 
tions for,  2 
bonds,  2,  108 

ledger  of  expenditures,  14 
list  of,  83 

oath,  108,  116,  124[vi] 
payrolls  of,  123 
qualifications  of,  85,  86 
register  of,  85 
roster  of,  66-76 
probation,  see  Probation 
township 

bonds,  2,  108 

election  certificates  of,  7 

list,  84 

oaths,  124[vi] 
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Subject  Index 


(Off-Pen) 


Offices,  coiinty 
audits  of,  398 
location  and  description 

of,  80 
Officials 
county 

"bonds  of,  108,  109 
correspondence  of,  401 
town,  tonds  of,  108 
Ogilvie,  P.  H.,  surveyed 

site  of  Moline,  33 
Ogle  County,  10 
Old  age  assistance 
See  also  Pension;  Public 

welfare;  Relief 
administration  of,  60 
applications  for,  456-438 
case  histories,  435 
correspondence,  442 
files,  435-442 
office,  location  of,  80 
Optometry  certificates,  94 
Orders 

boTinty,  ground  hog, 

stubs  of,  20 
county 
See  also  Vouchers; 

Warrants 
cancelled,  17-19 
highway  engineers',  13 
register  of,  15 

county  clerk's,  97,  109 
treasurer's,  390 
salary,  register  of, 

390,  391 
court 
See  also  Decree 
adoption,  198 
for  appointment 

of  feeble-minded  com- 
mission, 194,  195 
of  insanity  commission, 
194,  197 
for  assessment  of 

taxes,  187 
in  bastardy  cases, 

124[iv] 
chancery,    300-302 
for  commitment  of   in- 
sane,   194,    196,    197 
common  law,    183,    296- 

298,  315 


Orders 

court  (continued) 

to  co'onty  treasurer  to  re- 
lease funds,  313 
criminal,  190,  192,  297, 

304,  307 
of  discharge  in  insanity 

cases,  197 
in  drainage  proceedings, 

423-425 
in  feeble-minded  cases,  195 
to  issue  habeas  corpus  writs,  310 
in  juvenile  cases,  237,  238 
paid  to  treasurer,  16 
in  pauper  cases,  185 
probate,  251-253,  264 
in  prohibition  cases,  204 
of  reversal,  300 

in  special  assessment  cases,  203 
in  voluntary  banlcruptcy,  200 
Ordinances 

in  annexation  proceedings,  202 
for  school  bond  issues,  65 
Oregon  (Illinois),  10 
Organization 

of  drainage  districts,  58_,  213 
of  mosquito  abatement  dis- 
tricts, 59 
of  sanitary  districts,  58 
Osteopaths'  certificates,  87 
Overseer  of  the  poor,  see  Poor 

Parole,  see  Probation 

Partnership  agreements,  161 
Patent  record  (inventions),  95 
Patterson,  J.  B.,  early  Justice 
of  the  peace,  12 
Patterson,  Thomas  G-.  ,  mill  dam 

contract  awarded  to,  21 
Pauper 
See  also  Poor;  Public  welfare; 

Relief 
files,  185 

first  care  of,  28 
Paxton,  first  location  of  A\igus- 

tana  College,  26 
Pay  roll 

of  county  officers,  123 
orders,  register  of,  391 
Peck,  John  Mason,  early  Baptist 

preacher  in  county,  27 
Pence.,  Judge,  early  settler,  5 
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(Pen-Pla) 


Pension 
See  also  Old  age  assistance; 
Public  welfare;  Relief 
blind,  appropriations,  61 
mothers' 
See  also  Juvenile 
accounts,  397 
applications  for,  21,  140 

investigation  of,  61 
docket  entries,  239 
files,  21 

fund,  source  of,  141 
jurisdiction  in,  140,  141 
probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
reports,  21 
veterans'  ,  445 
People' s  cases 
See  also  Criminal  under 
Circuit  court. 

County  court 
state's  attorney  to 

prosecute,  51 
Permits 
See  also  License 
vendors' ,  5 
Personal  property 
See  also  Chattel 
abatement  list,  389 
assessment  of,  see  Tax 
sale  of 

bills,  253,  271,  273,  274 
private  -  record,  275 
reports  of,  273 
taxes,  see  Tax 
Petit  jury,  see  Jury 
Petitions 

in  adoption  proceedings,  198 
for  annexation  of  vil- 
lages, 202 
for  appointments  in  pro- 
bate, see  under  ti- 
tle of  appointee 
to  circuit  court,  296,  300 
for  citizenship,  see 

Naturalization 
for  commitment  of  insane, 

194,  196,  197 
to  county  board  of  super- 
visors, 2 
to  county  treasurer  to  re- 
lease funds,  313 


Petitions  (continued) 

in  delinquency  cases,  238 
in  dependency  cases,  237 
in  drainage  proceedings,  423-426 
election,  107 

in  feeble-minded  cases,  195 
in  habeas  corpus  proceedings,  310 
for  incorporation  of  vil- 
lages, 205 
in  industrial  injury  cases,  207 
for  mothers'  pension,  21 
for  organization 

of  drainage  districts,  58^,  215 
of  mosquito  abatement  dis- 
tricts, 59 
road,  56 

for  sale  of  school  lands,  404 
for  special  assessments,  203 
in  voluntary  bankruptcy,  200 
Pettit,  Guy  V.,  newspaper  pub- 
lisher, 30 
Philip,  S.  A.,  ferry  license 

issued  to,  20 
Physicians 

accounts  with  county  clerk,  121 
certificates  (licenses),  87 
contracts  for  services,  24 
county,  first,  28 
register,  88 

reports  in  industrial  injury 

cases,  207 
Pike,  Benjamin  F. 
early  settler,  6 
first  sheriff  in  county,  6,   1^ 
officer  in  Black  Hawk  Wg.r,  8_ 
signed  and  presented  petitions 
to  Governor,  £ 
tax  collection  settlement 

made  by,  13 
Pittsburg,  Rev.  I.,  established 
Presbyterian  church 

in  county,  27 
Plaintiff-defendant  index,  cir- 
cuit court,  295 
Flans 

for  county  jail,  63 
for  roads,  412 
Plats 
See  also  Maps 
books,  171 

index  to,  172 
of  coal  mines,  173 


Subject  Index 
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Plats  (continued) 

government  surveys,  179 
miscellaneous,  63 
recordation  of,  56 
of  right-of-^vay  dedica- 
tions, 174 
of  school  districts,  63,  66 
surveyor's,  422 
Pleas,  common  law,  183,  296 
Pleasant  Valley,  early 

school  district,  25 
Police  magistrates 
bonds,  108,  111 
docket,  223 
Politics,  see  Election 
Poll  books,  see  Election 
Poor 
See  also  County  farm; 
County  home;  Pau- 
per; Pablic  vrel- 

fare;  Relief 
early  care  of,  42 
cost,  29 

procedure  in,  28 
overseer  of 

appointnent  of,  94 

'first,  £9 
complaints  against  pau- 
pers' relatives,  185 
duties  of,  in  care  of  in- 
digent veterans,  225 
reports,  3,  33 
Poorhouse,  county  board  to 

establish,  94 
Port  Byron,  36 

Township,   IF,    17 
Port   BjTon  Globe,    30 
Pctavjatomie,    8 

Chief  Big  Foot  aids 

Black  Hawk,   £ 
influence   of,    in  outbreak 
of  Black  Hawk  7fer,    7 
land   grant  to  Le   Claire,   TO 
remained  neutral   in  Black 

Hawk  War,    9_ 
Potter,    John,   newspaper 

publisher,  30 
Powers,  John,  newspaper 

publisher,  30 
Prairie  du  Chien,  treaty  oT, 
Black  Hawk  signed,  5 


Pratt,  Captain  Seth,  led  Rock 

Island  troop  in 
Black  Hawk  War,  £ 
Presbyterian  Church 

number  of  churches  in  county,  28 
services  first  held  in 

county,  27 
Prisoners,  county 
See  also  Jail 
care  of,  15 

discharge  of,  notices,  365 
expenditures  for,  367 
receipts  for,  364 
records,  363 
register,  366 

keeping  of,  186 
reports  of,  sheriff's,  333 
Private  sale,  see  Sale 
Probate 

appeals  to  circuit  court, 

157,  170 
court 
See  also  Administrator;  Con- 
servator; Estate;  Execu- 
tor; Guardian;  Will 
clerk 

bond,  159 

county  clerk,  ex-officio, 
49,  50 ,  15£ 
duties  of,  49,  159 
election  of,  50,  159 
office,  location  of,  80 
records  kept  by,  159,~T60 
register  of  fees,  118,  294 
roster  of,  70 
term  of,  50,  159 
dockets 

claim,  285,  288 

index  to   (285),    286 
estate,    289 
Judge's   283,    284 
settlement,    287 
establishment   of,    48,    49, 

"T38,    155 
fee   books    (court  costs), 

290-293 
files,    251 

index  to,    247 

of  original  documents,  160 
Judge  of,  47^,  49,  155,  156 
roster  of,  68 
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(Pro-Pur) 


Probate 

court  (continued) 

jurisdiction  and  func- 
tions of,  155-160 
popiilation  requi repents 
for,  48,  155.  156 
records,  247-294 
index  to,  247 
required  to  be  kept, 

159'.  160 
reports  to,  159 
jurisdiction 

in  circuit  court,  158 
in  county  commissioners' 

court,  47 
in  county  court,  48, 

138,  155 
justices  of  the  peace, 

47,  48,  49,  138,  155 
roster  of.  58 
Probation 
See  also  Parole 
officers 
adult 

appointment  of, 

172,  351 
bond,  172,  351 
compensation,  172 
duties  and  powers  of, 

172,  173 
record  required  to 

be  kept,  173 
reports,  173 

to  circuit  court,  341 
juvenile 

appointment  of,  139 
bonds,  108,  109 
compensation,  159 
functions  of,  140 
office,  location  of,  80 
mothers'  pension 

appointment  of,  51,  140 
compensation,  141 
duties  and  powers 

of,  140,  141 
reports  to  county 

court,  141 
reports,  304 
Proceedings 
See  also  I'inutes 
county/  board  of  super- 
visors, 3,  4 


Proceedings  (continued) 
of  court 
See  also  Records,  under  nsjne 
of  specific  court 
required  to  be  kept,  144, 
159,  174 
Process  docket,  sheriff's,  354 
Prohibition  cases,  files  of,  204 
Promissory  notes  secured  by 
mortgages,  130,  136,  141 
trust  deeds,  130,  131,  136 
Proof  of  will,  254 

Protestant  Episcopal,  see  Episcopal 
Public  welfare 
See  also  County  farm;  County 
home;  Feeble-minded;  Ju- 
venile; Pension;  Poor; 
Relief;  Veterans 
administration  of.  60,  61^ 
coionty  department  of 
composition  of,  221 
establishment  of,  221 
functions  of,  221,  222 
office,  location  of,  80 
records 

kept  by.  221 
old  age  assistance,  see 
Old  a^e 
relation  to  state  welfare 

department,  221 
county  superintendent  of 
appointed  by  county  board, 

60,  221 
duties  and  powers,  50,  221 
evolution  of,  28_,  29 
Public  Works  and  Buildings, 
department  of,  succeed- 
ing State  Highway  De- 
partment, 57 
Publication,  certificates  of,  53 
Pupils 

examination  records,  408 
number  enrolled,  25,  26 
Purchase,  certificates  of 
masters' ,  162 
for  swamp  lands,  issued  by 

drainage  commissioners,  58_ 
tax,  53,  55 
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Quad-cities,  2,    26 
Quitclaim  deeds,  130,  133 

Railroad,  see  Transportation 
Rejnsey,  Col.  Norman  F.,  in 
corampjid  at  Rock 
Island  arsenal,  31 
Rpjidall,  Henry  C,  newspaper 

publisher,  30 
Rapids  City,  36 
Rate  and  amo-unt  wrjited, 

docket  of,  41,  49 
Reagan,  Charles  A.,  news- 
paper editor,  30 
Real  estp.te 
See  also  Larnd;  Lots 
assessment  of,  see  Tax 
deeds,  see  Deeds 
mortgages,  see  Mortgage 
sale  of 
hills,  271 
petitions  sjid  orders 

for,  276 
reports,  273 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
Receipts 

attorneys' ,  for  court 

files,  353 
for  fees,  circuit  court,  350 
for  orders  paid  to  treas- 
urer, 16 
for  prisoners'  property,  364 
tax,  see  Tax 
Receipts  and  expenditures 
See  also  Cash;  Fees;  F\ind 
circuit  clerk's  register 
of,  349 
county  home,  record  of,  433 
for  estates,  reports  of, 

253,  277-282 
farm  bureau,  reports  of,  444 
non-high  school  fund, 

register  of,  394 
Receivers'  bonds,  338,  339 
Recognizajice  bonds,  231, 

338,  361 
Recorder 

appointed  by  governor, 

55,  125 
bond,  125 

circuit  clerk,  ex-officio, 

55,  125 


Recorder  (continued) 
deputies,  126 
duties  pjid  powers  of,  £5^,  62, 

126,  127 
election  of,  55,  125 
establishment  of  office,  55 
fees  record,  181 
office  ,  location  ajid  descrip- 
tion of,  80 
population  requirements  for, 

55,  125 
records  required  to  be  kept, 

126,  127 
roster  of,  70,  71 
term  of  office,  125 
Records 

housing,    care,   and  accessi- 
bility of,    77-81 
legislation  concerning,    61-64 
location  of,    80,    81 
Redemption 
certificates 
master's,    147 
sheriff's,    130,    148 
records,    tax,   58 
index  to,    52 
Registrars   of  births   and  deaths 
duties   of,    60 
fees 

due,  reports  of,  35 
paid  to,  60 
reports  to  county  clerk,  120 
Reid,  Thomas  F, ,  merchant's 

license  issued  to,  13 
Release 

of  chattel  mortgages,  un- 
recorded, 166 
judgment ,  311 
ma.rginal,  130,  136 

index  to,  137 
mortgage,  130,  136,  138 

origina.l,  129 
of  trust  deeds,  130,  132,  136 
Relief 
See  also  Co\inty  farm; 

County  home;  Feeble- 
minded; InsaJiity;  Ju- 
venile; Old  age  assist- 
ance; Pauper;  Poor;  Pub- 
lic welfare;  Veterans 
blind,  applications,  22 
register  of,  23 
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(Rel-Roc) 


Religion 
See  also  \inder  church  denom- 
ination 
in  county,  26-28 
effect  of,  on  social  devel- 
opment, 26,  27,  27n 
religious 

associations  first  con- 
cerned with 
education,  25 
services  first  held  in 

Fort  Armstrong,  27 
Relinquishment,  widows', 
see  Widow 
Replevin  honds,  231,  338,  362 
Reporter 

circuit  court,  appointment 

of,  172,  352 
protiate,  158 
Republican,  The,  30 
Republican  Party,  30 
Resolutions,  county  board  of 

supervisors',  2,  3 
Returns,  tax,  see  Tax 
Review,  board  of 
clerk 

appointment,  44,  195 
county  clerk,  ex-officio,  44 
composition  of,  44,  195 
creation  of,  44,  195 
duties  p.nd  powers  of,  44, 

195,  196 
ex-officio 

county  board  as,  44,  195 
co\inty  commissioners' 

court  as,  44,  195 
county  court  as,  195 
members,  appointment  of, 

44'  ii§ 
Reynolds,  G-ov,  John 

calls  for  volunteers  in 

Black  Hawk  War,  8,  9 
major  general  in  Black 

Hawk  War,  9 
petitions  presented  to,  by 
Rock  Islanders,  7,  8 
Reynolds,  36 
Reynolds  Press,  30 
Right  of  way 

dedications,  124Liii3 

plats  of,  174  - 
of  railrorxLs,  proceedings 

in,  315 


Road,  see  Transportation 
Roadhouse  license,  applications 

for,  104 
Robinson,  Thomas  J.,  early  asso- 
ciate justice,  16 
Rock  Island,  3,  28 

acquired  by  Federal  Govern- 
ment, 31,  32 
Black  Hawk  used  as  summer  re- 
sort, 31 
Confederate  soldiers  im- 
prisoned on,  31 
early  settlers  on,  5 
exempted  from  taxes,  32 
Fort  Armstrong  built  on,  5 
historical  importance,  31 
location,  2 

state  retains  civil  and  crim- 
inal jurisdiction  over,  32 
surveys  of,  31 
topography,  31 
Rock  Island  Advertiser,  30 
Rock  Island  Argus,  30 
Rock  Island  Arsenal,  3 

appropriations  for,  31,  32 
employees,  number  of,  32 
employment  aided  by,  31 
establishment  of,  31,  32 
importance  of,  31 
location,  31 
officials  favored  estp.blish- 

ment  of,  31 
production  increased  by  sec- 
ond European  War,  31 
soldiers'  naturalization,  347 
Rock  Island  Banner  ajid 

Stephenson  G-azette, 

first  newspaper  pub- 
lished, 29,  30 
Rock  Island,  city  of,  1^,  3,  12, 
23,  24,  29,  34,  35 
acquired  bridge  a,nd  road  over 

Rock  River,  21 
as  county  seat,  2,  77 
and  Davenport  bridge, 


contest 

over,  33 
14. 


77 


Famhaosburg  becomes, 
first  library  in,  25 
future  site,  14 
important  river  port,  33 
industrial  center,  32,  33 
location,  32 

manufactures,  kinds  and  value 

of,  33 
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Rock  Islauid,  city  of 

(continued) 
maps,  176,  419,  421 
population,  32 
rail  transportation 

aids  growth  of,  32,  33 
and  water  traffic, 

rivalry  in,  33 
stagecoach  routes,  21 
Stephenson  becomes,  14,  2Z 
water  transportation  aids 
growth  of,  21 
Rock  Island  City,  18 
Rock  IslrJid  County 
agriculture  in,  24 
airport  in,  23 
area,  1^ 

assessments,  amount  of,  38 
Black  Hawk  War  retards 

organization  of,  9^ 
bounda,ri  e  s ,  2_,    13^ 
census,  82 
churche  s 

effect  of,  on  social 
development,  26, 
27,  27n 
number  and  kinds  of, 

27,  28 
cities  in,  2,    32 
coal  mines,  n\imber  and 

output  of,  24 
county  seat,  location,  2,  12 
education,  see  Education 
establishment,  popula- 
tion at  time  of,  7_ 
farms,  number  of,  24 
finance,  see  Finance 
government 

chpjages  in,  16,  17 
organization,  40-64 
Indian,  see  Indian 
industry,  see  Industry 
land  companies,  first 

formed,  18 
lead  mines,  5 
legislation  establish- 
ing, effect  on 
Indian  la.nds,  £ 
livestock,  24 
location,  1_ 

favored  industry,  23 


Rock  Island  County  (continued) 
manufactures,  see  Industry 
maps.  180,  417,  420 
military 

activities  in  county,  see 
Black  Hawk  War; 
War  of  1812 
records,  96-99 
mill  dam  construction  aids 

industry,  21 
naming  of,  3^ 

natural  resources,  1^,  6^,  24 
newsprpers  in,  29,  30 
orgejaizati  on,  12 

retarded  by  Black  Hawk  War,  9 
as  part  of  other  counties,  11_ 
plats,  179 
population 
foreign,  26 

immigra.tion  increases,  17,  18 
rural,  affected  by  World 

War,  36 
at  time  of  establishment,  7 
Quad-Cities,  2 

population  of,  25 
region,  Indian  warfare  first 

felt   in,    4 
religion  in,    26-28 
religious  services  first 

in  county,  27 
rural  population,  affected 

by  World  War,  36 
Scandinavians  in,  2_6 

character  of,  37 
school  statistics,  38 
settlement,  retarded  by 

Indian  hostility,  5 
settlers 

activities  of,  in  Black 

Hawk  War,  9 
attitude  of,  towards  Black 

Ha\rtc' s  bids  for  peace,  9 
first  in  county,  5,  6 
form  troops  to  fight  Indians,  8_ 
from  New  England,  36 
petitions  to  Governor, 

agadnst  Indians,  T.-  §. 
share  of  public  debt,  38 
social  development,  24-26 

evolution  of,  39 
soil,  1,  In 
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Rock  Island  Coiuity 

( continued) 
tax  lev;^',  amount  of,  38 
topography,  1^ 
township  form  of  govern- 
ment adopted,  41 
transportation,  see 

Transportation 
troops  in  Black  Hawk  Far, 

8,  9 
villages,  32 

names,  number,  and  pop- 
ulation of,  _36 
Rock  Island  Daily  Advertiser,  30 
Rock  Island  House,  church 

services  first  held  in,  27 
Rock  Island  Infirmary,  see 

County  Farm 
Rock  Island  Hills,  35 
Rock  Island  and  Peoria 

Railroad,  22 
Rock  Island  Railroad,  35 
Rock  Island  Sash  and  Door 

Works,  23 
Rock  Island  Southern  Rail- 
road, 22,  32 
Rock  Island  Township,  16,  17 
Rock  River,  1,  2,  3,  9,  13, 

20,  23,  32,  34 
bridge  over,  construction 

of,    31 
factor   in   co'Jinty's   industri-^ 

c-1  development,  17 
ferry  first  installed,  19 
Rock  River  election  district,  1_3 
Rock  River  Land  Company,  18 
Rock  River  Rangers,  fought 

in  Black  Hawk  Vfer,  8 
Rock  River  road  district,  13 
Roman  Catholic  churches 

in  county,  28 
Rural  Township,  17 
Rji'den,  Dr.  E.  E.,  news- 
paper editor,  30 

Sac  Indiaxis 

allied  with  Fox,  3 
annihilation  of,  at  battle 
of  Bad  Axe,  10 


Sac  Indiaiis  (continued) 

Black  Kavrk,  chief  of,  4 
Sailors'  certificates 
burial,  74 
discharge,  154 
index  to,  155 
St.  Louis,  8,  33 

stagecoach  to,  from  Rock 

Islaaid,  21 
treaty  of,  signed  by  Black 

Hawk,  5 
St.  Louis  Republican,  14 
Salaries 

claims  for,  by  townships,  2,  9 
orders  for,  re._'Tister  of,  390,  391 
Sale 

bills,  251,  252,  271 

persona.1  property  record, 

253,  271,  273,  274 
recordation  of,  126,  159 
certif ica.tes  of 
master's,  130,  146 
sheriff's,  145,  162 
contracts,  165 
of  personal  property 
record,  275 
reports  of,  273 
of  real  estate 

petitions  for,  276 
reports  of,  273 
of  sdiool  laiids 
petitions  for,  404 
reports  of,  6 
sheriff's  notices  of,  355 
of  swamp  lands,  reports  of, 

3,  38 
tax,  see  Delinquent  under  Tax 
Sanburn,  Jolin  G.,  early  special 

commissioner,  14 
Sanitarium,  county  tuberculosis 
abstract  of  title  to,  24 
adjninistration  of,  215 
board  of  directors 

duties  and  functions,  216,  217 
reports  to  county  board,  218 
term  of  office,  216 
claims  agaanst  coiuity,  9,  10 
establisknent  of,  215 
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Subject  Index 


(San- Sea) 


Sanitari\iin,  county  tuber- 
culosis (continued) 
files,  427,  428 
office,  location  of,  80 
regulations  governing,  217 
x-rays  of  patients,  429 
Saukenuk  village,  3 
Schedules,  tax,  see  Tax 
School 

bond  issues 

ordinances  for,  65 
register,  30 
buildings,  inspection 

of,  55,  57 
commissioner 

appointment  of,  12,  25, 
53,  205 
duties  and  powers  of,  53 
election  of,  53,  205 
ex-officio  superin- 
tendent of 
schools,  54,  205 
office,  creation  of, 

53,    205 
reports  to   cottnty 

board,    6,    94, 

95,  205 
roster  of,  75 
term  of  office,  205 
county  superintendent  of 
bonds,  108,  109 
creation  of  office, 

54,  205 
duties  and  powers, 

54",  55,  57, 
58,  205,  206 
election  of,  54,  54n,  205 
office,  location,  80 
records  kept  by,  403-411 
reports,  54,  206, 

409-411 
roster  of,    75,    76 
school  commissioner, 

ex-ofiicio,  54,  205 
term  of  office,  205 
districts 
changes  in 

ordinances  for,  65 
reports  of,  64 
establishment  of,  25 
legislation  concern- 
ing. 53 


School 

districts  (continued) 
mr.ps  of,  63,  64 
orders  to  create,  6 
plats,  63, "66 
examinations,  see  Pupils; 

Teachers 
free  system,  legislation 

establishing,  25 
fund 

derived  from  school  lands, 

25,  53 
loans  from,  mortgages 

held  on,  130,  136,  140 
inspection  of,  by  state,  55 
institute 
fees,  206. 

first  established,  25 
fund,  206 

register,  393 
lands 

commissioner,  first  ap- 
pointed, 12,  25,  53,  205 
control  of,  94 
granted  to  Illinois,  25 
legislation  concerning,  53 
management  of,  54 
sale  of 

petitions  for,  404 
reports  of,  6 
use  of  f-unds  from,  25 
legislation  concerning,  54 
non-high,  register  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  394 
number  of,  25,  2_5 
officers,  first  appointed,  25 
pupils,  see  Pupils 
records,  first  kept,  25 
state  aid  for,  405 
state,  superintendent  of, 
creation  and  ap- 
pointment of,  25 
statistics,  38 
supervision  of,  42,  53-55, 

205,  206 
system,  free,  legislation 

establishing,  25 
tax,  see  Tax 
teachers,  see  Teachers 
trustees,  see  Trustee 
Sears,  David  B. ,  33 

mill  dam  constructed  by,  21,  34 
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Security  tonds,  231 
Selection,  widows' , 

see  Widow 
Sell,  W.  G.,  newspaper 

editor,  30 
Settlement  records,  tax, 

see  Tax 
Shsinty-boat  licenses,    106 
Shaubena,    Chief,    remained 
neutral  in  Black 
Hawk  War,    9 
Sheriff 

bonds,  108,  109,  185 
certificates 

of  levy,  144,  162,  357' 
of  redemption,  130,  148 
of  sale,  145,  162 
custodian  of  courthouse 

and  jail,  51,    185 
deputy 

appointment  of,  50,  185 
compensation,  185 
oaths,  116 
docket,  process,  354 
duties  and  pov/ers  of,  50, 

52,  158,  185,  186 
election  of,  12,  50,  185 
ex-officio  county  col- 
lector, 44,  45 
fees,  368 

register  of,  224,  227,  369 
reports  on,  3,  31 
office,  description  and 

location  of,  80 
records,  354-369 

to  be  kept,  186 
reports 

of  jail  expenditures, 

124Cviii] 
of  prisoners,  333 
roster  of,  71^,  72 
term  of  office,  185 
Silvis,  24,  35 
maps  of,  178 
Sims,  William  H.,  early 

judge  of  election,  12 
Smith,  Samuel,  courthouse 
contract  awarded 
to,  15,  77 
Societies,  certificates  of 
organization,  150 


Soldiers 
See  also  Veterans 
appropriation  record,  96 
burial  certificates,  74 
Civil  War  records,  96-99 
discharge  certificates,  154 

index  to,  155 
enlistment 
lists  of,  97 
record,  96 
militia  roll,  124[ii] 
naturalization,  record  of, 

246,  347,  348 
South  Moline  Township,  17 
South  Rock  Island  Township,  17 
brick  manufacturing  cen- 
tered in,  19 
Spanish-American  War,  31 
Special  assessments,  see 

Assessments  under  Tax 
Special  elections,  see  Election 
Spencer,  Dr.,  sold  site  of 

Davenport  (Iowa),  21 
Spencer,  John  W.,  53 

early  county  commissioner,  12 
early  settler,  5 
first  county  judge,  16 
jail  contract  awarded  to,  1_6 
mill  dojn  built  by,  34 
signer  of  petitions  to  Gov- 
ernor, 8_ 
Spencer,  Robinson  and  Compony, 
operated  ferry  on  Mis- 
sissippi River,  20 
Stallion 

certificates,  100 
licenses,  renewal  of,  156 
State  aid 
roads 

maps  of,  64 
plans  of,  412 
for  schools,  claims  for,  405 
State  Archives  Building,  63 
State  bond  issue  fund,  warrants 

issiied  on,  13 
State  department  of  health, 

see  Heolth 
State  Highway  Department  suc- 
ceeded by  Department 
of  Public  Works  and 

Buildings,  57 
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Str.te  Housing  Board,  145 
State  insane  hospital,  see 

Insane 
State  institutions,  claims 

against  county,  2,  9 
State  Mining  Board,  cre- 
ation of,  228 
State  University  Library,  _63 
State's  attorney 

appointment  of,  51,  191 
bond,  191 
compensP.tion,  191 
duties  and  powers  of, 

51,  191,  192 


election  of,  51,  191 


80 


82 


office,  location  of, 
reports,  331 
roster  of,  73,  74 
terra  of  office,  191 
Statistics 

of  fp.rm  bureau,  444 
industrial,  of  Rock 
I sland , 
Stephenson,  Col.  Benjamin, 

county  seat  named  for,  12 
Stephenson,  15,  29,  30,  32 
becomes  city  of  Rock 

Island,  14,  77 
bridge  to,  construction 

of,  21 
county  seat,  12,  77 
surveying  of,  14 
Stillbirths,  see  Vital 

statistics 
Stipiilations,  circuit 

court,  296,  300 
Stock,  capital,  assess- 
ment lists  of,  65 
Stock  transfers,  certifi- 
cates of 
bank,  159 
corporation,  169 
Subpoenas,  310 

in  bastardy  cases,  124Civ] 
circuit  court,  295, 

300,  314,  335 
co\mty  court,  183,  190 
Summonses 

in  Pvdoption  cases,  198 
circuit  court,  296,  300,  304 
county  court,  183,  190,  204 


Siimmonses  (continued) 

in  juvenile  cases,  237,  238 
in  mothers'  pension  cases,  21 
in  pauper  cases,  185 
Superintendent 

county  farm,  see  County  farm 
county  home,  see  County  heme 
of  highways,  County,  see  High- 
way under  Transportation 
of  public  welfare,  County, 

see  Public  welfare 
of  schools,  Coxinty,  see  School 
of  State  insane  hospitals, 
see  Insane 
Supervisors  of  assessments 

(County  assessor) 
appointment  of,  43,  193 
bond,  194 
books  (lists  of  taxable 

property),  42,  43 
duties  and  powers  of,  43, 

44,  193,  194 
treasurer,  ex-officio,  43, 
44,  193,  194 
Supervisors 

county  board  of 
See  also  Commissioners' 
court.  County 
acting  as  board  of  review, 

44,  195 
adoption  of,  ^,  92 
clerk  of,  42,  69,  70,  96,  109 
county  court  clerk,  ex- 
officio,  41 
composition  of,  17,  41,  92 
duties  and  powers  of,  42,  43, 

57,  95,  96 
members  (assistant  supervisors) 
additional,  17.  42,  93 
compensation  of,  93,  94 
disqua-lification  from 

office,  93,  93n 
election  of,  41,  92 
number  of,  r? 
term  of  office,  93,  94 
minutes,  3,  4 

kept  by  clerk,  97 
papers,  2 

index  to,  1 
proceedings,  3 
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Supervisors 

county  board  of  (continued) 
records,  3 
index  to,  1 

required  to  be  kept,  £7 
reports  to,  2-4,  6,  12, 

13,  31-39,  124[vii], 
409,  411,  431 
custody  of,  97 
resolutions,  2 
roster  of,  68,  ^ 
sessions  of,  92 
succeeding  county  court, 
16,  93,  138 
Supreme  court 

judges,  election  of,  171 
justices  required  to  hold 
circuit  court, 
46,  47,  170 
Surety  companies 
bond  record,  115 
schedules,  168 
Surgeons'  certificates,  37 
Surveyor 
county 

appointed  by  county 

board  of  super- 
visors, ^,  212 
duties  ajad  powers  of, 
56,  212 
election,  56,  212 
ex-officio  inspector 

of  mines,  227 
expenditures,  ledger  of,  14 
oath,  212 

to  plat   sv/amp   lands,    58 
record,    212,    422 

legislation  concern- 
ing, 62 
roster  of,  76 
terra  of  office,  212 
road,  reports  of,  56 
Surveys,  government, 

plats  of,  179 
Swamp  lands 
See  also  Drainage 
deeds  to,  issued  by  drain- 
age commissioners,  58 
legislation  concerning,  _58 
sale  of 

reports  of,  3,  38 
use  of  funds  from,  58 


Swanson,  Garl  A.,  treasurer 

Aiigustana  College,  2^ 
Swedes,  see  Scandinavian  under 

Rock  Island 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  min- 
isters of,  trained  in 
Augustana  College,  26 
Swimming  pools,  control  of,  59 

Taft,  Lor ado,  10 

Talcott,  Captain,  surveyed 

Rock  Island,  31 
Tavern 

control  of,  59 
licenses 

first  issued,  12 
issuing  of,  108 
Tax 

abatement  lists, 

personal  property,  389 
assessments 

abstract  of,  45 
capital  stock,  lists  of,  65 
lists,  48 

personal  property,  43,  43, 
44,  105,  106 
schedules,  373 
railroad 

list  of,  65 
schedules,  372 
real  estate  (lands  and  lots), 

^,   43,  44,  105,  105 
record,  58,  60 
special 

collections,  lists  of,  376 
delinquent,  withdrawn  from 

sale,  61 
drainage 

objections  to,  426 
rolls,  203,  423,  425,  426 
files,  203 
record,  187 
assessor's  books  (lists  of 
taxable  prop- 
erty) ,  42,  43 
bridge  levies,  certificates 

of,  44 
collection,  44,  45,  106 
abstract  of,  380 
journal,  377 
memoranda  of,  382 
record,  378 
register,  375,  379 
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(Tax-Tho) 


Tax  (continued) 
collector' s 

accounts,  with  town 

collectors,  381 
books  (lists  of  tpjcable 

property),  49,  50 
certificates,  53,  55 
settlement 
record,  385 

partial,  384 
reports,  51 
complaint,  method  of  hand- 
ling, 44 
deeds 

ai'fidavits  for,  53,  54 
applications  for,  53 
sheriff's,  135 
■unrecorded,  166 
delinquent 
forfeiture 
lists,  386 
record,  58,  59 
judgment,  sale,  re- 
demption, ?Jid  for- 
feiture record,  58 
list,  388 
receipts  for  payment 

of,  56 
redemption  receipts,  57 
sale  for 

affidavits  for  deeds 

in,  53,  54 
certificates  of  pur- 
chase, 53,  55 
index  to,  52 
lists,  62 

record,  58,  60,  387 
special  assessments,  with- 
drawn from  sale,  61 
docket  of  rates  and  pjnounts 

wanted,  41,  49 
equp.lization,  44,  105 

certificates,  65 
errors,  statements  of,  383 
inheritance,  see  Inheritance 
levies 

certificates  of,  44 
first  in  county,  12 
list  of,  48 

supervisors'  files  of,  2 
lien,  notices  of,  153 


Tax  (continued) 
lists,  48 

capital  stock,  65 
personal  property,  50 
railroad,  65 
school  districts,  64 
on  mining  property,  46 
motor  fuel,  see  Motor  fuel 
municipal,  levies,  certifi- 
cates of,  44 
notice  of,  lien,  153 
objections  to  special  as- 
sessments, 203 
power  to  regulate  and  impose, 

42,  94 
procediire,  43-45,  105,  106 
public  health,  59 
railroad 

books  (lists  of  taxable 

property) ,  46 
schedules,  372 
rates,  docket  of,  41,  49 
receipts,  56,  57 

collector's,  374 
road,  levy,  certificates  of,  44 
sale  record,  treasurer's,  387 
schedules 

personal  property,  373 
railroad,  372 

telegraph  and  telephone,  372 
school,  levies,  certifi- 
cates of,  44 
settlement,  197 

record  of,  384,  385 
telegraph  ^Jid  telephone 
book  (lists  of  trjcable 

property),  46,  47 
schedules,  372 
Teachers 

certificates,  54,  54n 
examinations,  54,  54n 

record  of,  407 
institute,  first  estab- 
lished, 25 
permanent  record,  406 
qualifications,  legisla- 
tion concerning,  25 
Telegraph  aJid  telephone  tr-jc 

book,  see  Tax 
Testimony  in  pauper  cases,  185 
Thompson,  Joel,  signer  of  peti- 
tions to  Governor,  B 


Sutject  Index 
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( Tho-Tra) 


Thompson,  Robert,  paupers 
boarded  by,  23 
Title,  abstracts  of 

to  county  property,  124[i] 
to  tubercnalosis  sani- 
tari-'Jin,  24 
Tovmsliip 

assessors,  see  Assessor 
boards,  poner  to  revise 

assessments,  44 
claims  for  fees  and  sal- 
aries, 2,  9 
clerks 

duties  of 

vith  drainage  dis- 
tricts, 214 
in  registration  of 

vital  statistics,  60 
collectors,  see  Collector 
nane  and  nunber  of,  16,  17^ 
officers,  see  Officers 
plan  of  government,  41,  £2 
plats,  63 
supervisors 

assistants,  42,  £3 
election  of,  41,  93 
reports  of,  2,  34 
tern  of  office,  94 
Trans-Atlantic  lines  en- 
courage inmigration,  37 
Transcripts 

of  evidence,  183,  190 
fees  for,  350 
of  hearings,  in  feeble- 
minded cases,  195 
of  judgment  from  Moline 

City  court,  317 
justice  of  the  peace, 

judgment,  316 
Transportation 
airport 

court  case,  exhibits 

in,  205 
location  of,  23 
bridge 

acquired  by  city  of 

Rock  Island,  21 
appropriations  for,  42,  95 
authority  over,  42, 

56,  57,  94,  209 
bonds,  27,  30 


Transportation 

bridge  (continued) 

construction  of,  appro- 
priations for,  42 
contracts,  63 

for  construction,  25 
cost  of,  21 

naintencnce,  appropria- 
tions for,  42 
railroad,  on  Mississippi 

River,  contest  over,  33 
toll 

authority  over,  94 
high  rates  of,  harmful  to 
business,  21 
canals 

authority  over,  94 
cost  of  and  legislation 

concerning,  23 
Hennepin  (Illinois  and  Mis- 
sissippi) ,  23 
Illinois-Michigan,  23 
eairly  modes  of,  21 
ferry 

business  in  county,  19_,    20 
"Effie  Alton,"  strikes 

bridge  pier,  33 
"Davenport,"  used  as  Civil 

War  transport,  20 
licenses 

first  issued,  13,  19,  20 
issuing  of,  108 
on  Mississippi  River,  _19,  20 
rates  on  Rock  River,  19 
steam,  first  at  Rock  Island,  20 
highway 

bond  register,  30 
commissioners 

board,  establishment  of, 
56,  57 
duties  of,  56,  57,  209 
as  ex-officio  drainage 
commissioners,  58 
state,  supervision  of,  57 
tax  levy  files,  26 
coijmty  superintendent  of 
appointed  by  county  board, 

57,  209 
compensation,  _57,  21Q 
creation  of  office,  57,  209 
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(Trar-Tre) 


Transportation 
highway 

county  superintendent 

of  (continued) 
duties  and  powers  of, 
57,  210 
office,  location  of,  80 
records,  210 
term  of  office,  57,  210 
engineers 

orders  to  pay  hills 

from  state  hond 
issue  fund,  13 
funds 

bills  issued  against,  11 
claims  against,  416 
orders  on,  18 
motor  fuel  tax,  see 

Motor  fuel 
orders,  cancelled,  18,  19 
overseer  of,  56,  20_9 
warrants,  see  Warrants 
railroad 
See  also  under  name  of 

railroad 
assessed  value  in  1933,  22 
construction  affects 

land  valaes,  22 
encouraged  immigration,  37 
mileage  in  1933,  22 
mortgages,  142 
plat  s ,  63 

right  of  way,  suits  for,  315 
stock  bought  by  county,  22 
tax,  see  To,x 

and  water  transportation, 
rivalry  in,  33 
river 

development  of  county 

aided  by,  2,  21 
and  railroad  transporta- 
tion, rivalry  in,  33 
road 

acquired  by  city  of 

Rock  Island,  21 
appropric.tions  for,  42,  95 
bond,  27 

cancelled,  28 
i  s  sue  s 

coupons  from,  29 
orders  on,  18,  19 
resolutions  for,  26 


Transportation 
road 

bond  (continued) 

register  of,  30 
committees,  reports  of,  12 
construction  contracts,  25 
district 

establishment  of,  56, 

57,  209 
first,  13 
supervisors,  appointment 
and  duties  of.  56,  209 
fund,  orders  on,  18,  19 
maintenance,  reports  of,  413 
to  Milan,  cost  of,  21 
mileage,  23 
petitions,  13,  56 
plans,  412 
plats,  63 

property,  dedication  of,  124[iii] 
public,  authority  over,  56,  94 
reports  on,  locating  of,  39 
rural,  mileage,  23 
state-aid 
map  of,  64 
plans  of,  412 
supervision  of,  56,  57, 

94,  209 
surveyor,  reports  of,  56 
viewers,  56 

appointment  of,  13 
stagecoach,  in  county,  21 
Treasurer 
county 

appointment  of,  43,  200_ 
bonds,  108,  109,  201 
cash  book,  392 
duties  and  powers  of,  201 

in  taxation  procedure,  43-45 
election  of,  200 
ex-officio 

county  collector,  45,  196 
supervisor  of  assess- 
ments, 43,  44,  194 
office,  description  and 

location  of,  80 
orders 

county,  countersigned, 

regi  ster  of,  390 
paid  to,  16 
to  pay  funds,  313 
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(Tre-Vil) 


Treasurer 

county  (continued) 
petitions  to  release 

funds,  313 
receipts,  16 
records  kept  by,  201 
legislation  concern- 
ing, 62 
registers  of  county 

orders,  390,  391 
reports  to  county  board,  2 

required  to  be  made,  46 
roster  of,  74,  75 
term  of  office,  201 
drainage  district,  county 

treasurer,  ex-of- 
ficio,  201.  214 
highway  commission,  bonds, 

111,  113 
Treaty 
of  1804 

claims  of  Black  Hawk 

concerning,  5_ 
disregarded  by  whites,  6^ 
stipulations  in,  govern- 
ing Indian  lands,  4 
of  1822,  cla-ims  of  Elack 

Hawk  concerning,  5_ 
of  Prairie  du  Chien,  signed 

by  Black  Hawk,  5_ 
of  St.  Louis,  signed  by 

Elack  Hawk,  5 
Tri-City  Labor  Review,  30 
Trickel,  Thomas,  home  of, 

used  as  jury  room,    15 
Tri-Weekly  Advertiser,    30 
Truancy,    see  Juvenile; 

Probation 
True  bills,    see   Indictment 
Trust 

deeds,    130,    131,    136 

release  of,  130,  132,  136 
funds,  account  of,  395 
Trustee 

bonds,  338,  339 
school 

appointment  of,  25,  53_,  53n 
duties  of,  53,  54n 
election  of,  53,  54 
reports,  53,  410 
supervison  of  education, 

53,  54 


Tuberculosis  sanatorium, 

see  Sanitarium 
Union  Mission,  parents'  and 
guardians'  releases 

of  children  to,  199 
United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  226 
United  States  Census  of  Manu- 
facturers, 37 
United  States  G-ypsiun  Company,  24 
University  of  Illinois,  26 
Upper  election  precinct,  13 
Upper  Mississippian,  early 

county  newspo-per,  30 

Vacation  deeds,  129 

Valuation  of  property,  see  Tax 

Vandruff,  Joshua 

built  first  grist  mill,  34 
ferry  license  issued  to,  13_,  1_9 
settled  Vandruff '  s  Island,  5_ 
signed  petitions  to  Governor,  8_ 
Vandruff,  S. ,  signed  petitions 

to  Governor,  &_ 
Vandruff  s  Island,  5,  21 
Vendors'  permits,  5 
Venires,  see  Jury 
Venue,  see  Change  of  venue 
Verdicts,  see  Jury 
Vermont,  34 
Veterans 

Association,  225,  226 
relief  commission 
See  also  Public  welfare;  Relief 
bonus  record,  449 
composition  of,  225 
correspondence,  445,  448 
establishment  of,  225,  226 
files,  445-449 
functions  of,  225,  236 
investigators' reports,  447 
office,  location  of,  80 
suiDerintendent,  duties  and 
election,  225 
Veterinarians'  certificates 

(licenses) ,  92 
Village 

annexation  of,  proceedings 

in,  202 
petitions  for  incorporation 

of.  205 
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Vital  statistics 
births 
See  also  Accounts 
certificates,  68,  70 
index,  67 
register,  69 
reportiniS  of,  _60,  106 
"burial  certificates,  soldiers' 

and  sailors ' ,  74 
census  of  Hock  Island 

County,  32 
deaths 
See  also  Accounts 
certificates,  72,  74 
index,  71 
register,  73 
reports  required  to  oe 

made,  60,  106 
marriage 

certificates,  80 
index,  75 
licenses,  76,  77 

applications  for,  76,  78 
minors'  affidavits 

for,  78 
returns,  80,  31 
register,  79 

registration  procedure,  107 
reports  required  to  "be 

made,  107 
stillbirth,  reports  re- 
quired to  "be 
made,  60,  106 
Votes,  see  Election 
Vouchers 
See  also  Orders,  county; 

Warrants 
paid  for  local  improve- 
ments, 203 

Walker  Tovmship,    16 
TTar  of   1812,   Black  Havrk 

Sritish  ally  in,  4 
Warrants 
See  also  Orders,  county; 

Vouchers 
for  arrest 

in  bastardy  cases,  124[iv] 
in  circuit  court,  304,  314 
issued  on  state  bond 

issue  fund,  13 


Warranty  deeds,  129,  130,  154,  155 
TTar r en  County,  13,  14 
Warsaw  and  Rockford  Railroad, 

county  invests  in,  22 
Washington,  city  of,  2 
Weaverling,  James,  early  asso- 
ciate justice,  16 
VJebster,  Daniel,  bought  land 

in  county,  1^ 
Wells,  Albert,  signed  petitions 

to  Governor,  8^ 
Wells,  Aspah,  signed  petitions 

to  Governor,  8 
Wells,  Eli,  signed  petitions  to 

Governor,  _8 
Wells,  Huntington 
early  settler,  5 
first  constable,  12 
signed  petitions  to  Governor,  8 
Wells,  Joel,  Jr. 

ea.rly  justice  of  the  peace,  12 
signed  petitions  to  Governor,  8 
Wells,  Joel,  Sr. 

early  settler,  5,  33 
first  county  treasurer,  12 
financial  report  of,  1^ 
Wells,  John,  signed  petitions 

to  Governor,  _8 
Wells,  Levi 

first  coroner,  12 
early  settler,  5 
sigTied  petitions  to  Governor,  8 
Wells,  Rinnan 

early  school  trustee,  25 
early  settler,  5 
ferry  license  issued  to,  _13,  19^ 
Wells,  Samuel,  signed  petitions 

to  Governor,  8 
West  election  precinct,  1_3 
Whig  Party,  29,  30 
White  Cloud,  Chief  (The 

Prophet),  captured  by 
American  forces,  10 
White,  Spencer  H.,  early  settler,  33 

mill  dam  built  by,  34 
Whiteside,  Samuel,  commanded 
state  militia  in 
Black  Kawk  War,  8,  9 
Whiteside  County,  2,  11 
Whitney,  P.  J.,  appointed 

special  commissioner,  1_6 
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Widows'  relinquishnent  and 

selection,  124[ix],  272 
recordation  of,  159 

vriii 

See  also  Administrator ; 
Estate;  Bxecu- 
tor;  Probate  court 
annexed,  see  Administrator 
copies  of,  252 
original,  251 
probate  of,  orders  ad- 
mitting, 253 
proof  of, 254 
record,  254 
recordation  of,  159 
■VYilson,  S.  E.,  newspaper 

editor,  30 
'Vilson,  John,  acquires  Le 

Claire  ferry,  £0 
Mlson's  Island,  ceded  to  Fed- 
eral government,  52 
■Winnebago  Indians,  8_,  10^ 

influenced  outbreak  of  Black 
Hawk  V:ar,  7 


■"Tinnebago  Island,  ceded  to  Fed- 
eral governinent,  32 
Wisconsin,  10 
Tfidconsin  River,  4 
YTitness 

affidavits,  22,  185,  190 
in  naturalization  pro- 
ceedings, 342 
fees 

register,  15 
reports  of,  3,  31 
World  Y-rar,  31,  32,  36 
y*'rits 

in  circuit  court,  295 

in  county  court,  183 

foreign,  360 

habeas  corpus,  190,  300,  310 

mittinus,  190,  314,  356 

YellowBanks,  9_,  10 

Z  ujia  To vra  s  hi  p ,  17 
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